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TO THE READER. 

PosTA naMntnr non fit, is a sentence of as great 
truth as antiqai^ ; it being most certain, that 
all the acquired learning imaginable is insuffi- 
cient to complete a poet, without a natural ge- 
nious and propensity to so noble and sublime an 
art. And we may, without ofience, observe, 
that many -very learned men, who have been 
ambitious to be thought poets, have only ren- 
dered themselves obnoxious to that satirical in- 
■piration our author wittily invokes : 

Which made them, though it were in spite 

Of nature and their stars, to write. 

On the one side, some who have had very 
little human learning, but were endued with a 
large share of natural wit and parts, have be- 
come the most celebrated* poets of the age 
they liv^d in. But as these last are ^ Rane aves 
in terris,' so, when the Muses have not disdain- 
ed the assistances of other arts and sciences, 
we are then blessed with those lasting monu- 
ments of wit and learning, which may justly 
claim a kind of eternity upon earth : and our 
author, had his modesty permitted him, might 
with Horace have said, 

Exegi monumentum sere perennios: 
Or, with Ovid, 

Jamqne opus exegf , quod nee Jovls ira, nee ignis, 

Nee Poterit femim, nee adax abolero vetustab. 

The author of this celebrated poem was of 
this last composition : for although he had not 
the happiness of an academical education, as 
some afllirm, it may be perceived, throughout 
, his whole poem, that he had read much, and 
was very well accomplished in the most useful 
parts of human learning. 

Rapm, in his reflections, speaking of the ne- 
oeasary quoJities belonging to a poet, tells ui, 
Bhakspeare, Davenant, &e 
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vr TO THE READER. 

*he most haye a geniiu extraordinary ; great 
natural gifts ; a wit jii8t,fruitful, piercing, solid, 
and universal ; an understanding clear and di»- 
-tinct; an imaginn*^*^ neat ana pleasant; an 
elevation of soul that depends not only on art 
or study, but is purely the gifl of heaven, whicJi 
must be sustained by a lively sense and vivaci- 
ty ; ju&gment to consider wisely of things, and 
vivacity for the beautiful expression of thein,*&c. 

Now, how justly this character is due to our 
author we leave to the impartial reader, and 
those of nicer judgment, who had the happiness 
to be more intimately acquainted with him. 

The reputation of this incomparable poem 
is so thoroughly estaUished in the world, that 
it would be superfluous, if not impertinent, to 
endeavour any panegyric upon it. Kine Charles 
II. whom the judicious part of mankind will 
readily acknowledge to be a sovereign judge of 
wit, was so great an admirer of it, that he would 
often pleasantly quote it in bis conversation. 
However, since most men have a curiosity to 
have someaccoimt of such anonymous authors 
whose compositions have been eminent for wit 
or learning, we have, for their information, 
subjoined a short Life of the Author. 
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SAMUEL BUTLER 

Was bom m the parish of Strenriitiii, ia Wor- 
oestenhiie, in 1613, probably in February, as 
we find that be was christened on the 14th day 
of that month. Of his parents oar information 
is Tery scanty. They gave him education, 
however, at the grammar school of Worcester, 
whence he was removed either to Camlmdge 
or Oxford. 

For some time he was clerk to Mr. Jefierys, 
of Earls-Croomb, in Worcestershire, an eminent 
justice of the peace ; and, while in this gentle- 
man's service, had leisure for study, and amused 
himself by practising music apd painting. He 
was afterward admitted into the family of the 
Countess of Kent, where he enjoyed the use of 
a library, and the conversation of the celebrated 
Selden. From this house he removed into the 
fiimily of Sir Samuel Luke, one of Cromwell's 
officers, and from what he saw here, is supposed 
to have conceived the design of ridiculing the 
pactices of the republican party, and of form- 
mff his hero on some peculiarities in the cha<r 
lalter of Sir Samuel. 

On the restoration, he was made secretary to 
the Earl of Carburv, president of the princi- 
pality of Wales, who conferred on him the 
stewardship of Ludlow Castle, which Mr. War- 
ton thinks was a very honourable and lucrative 
office. About this time he married Mrs. Her- 
bert, a lady of some fortune, which, one of his 
biographers informs us, was lost by bad secu- 
rities. 

In 1663, the first three cantos of his Hudibras 
were published, and introduced to the attention 
of the court by the Earl of Dorset. In the fol- 
lowing year, the second part made its appear- 
ance ; and such was the general popularitv of 
this poem, and the particular favour with wnioh 
it was received by the king and courtiers, that 
every one expected some special reward would 
be bestowed on the ingenious author : but, r 
cept three hundred guineas which the kir 
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vi LIFE OF SAMUEL BUTLER. 

said, upon no very good authority, to have sent 
to him, we find no trace of any reward or pro- 
motion whatever. Discouraging as this treat* 
ment was, Batler published the third part in 
1678, which still leaves the story imperfect 

He died in 1680, and was buned'in the 
chorch-vard of Covent Garden. About sixty 
years afterward. Alderman Barber, the printer, 
erected a monument to his memory in West* 
minster Abbev. 

After his death three small volumes of his 
posthumous pieces were pubUshed, but among 
them are many fpurious. In 1 759, Mr. Thayer, 
of Manchester, polished two volumes, which 
are indubitably genuine, and consist of prose 
and verse ; but &om neither of these publica- 
tions can we collect any information as to his 
private life and character. He is said to have 
mekle no figure in conversation proportionate 
to the wit (usplayed in his immortal poem ; and 
King Charles, who had a curiosity to see him, 
could never bo brought to believe that he wrote 
Hudibras. 

Butler has usually been ranked among the 
unfortunate poets who have been neglected by 
their age ; yet although we can find no proof 
of royal munificence liaving been extended to 
him, there appears no reason to think that he 
was poor in the most unfavourable sense. 

Although the persons and events introduced 
in Hudibras are now forgotten, or known only 
to historic students, the exquisite humour of this 
piece is still as keenly relished as when first pre- 
sented to the public ; and much of it has long 
been introduced into conversation as axioms of 
wit and sense. It has, indeed, been justly ob- 
served by Dr. Nash, that, concerning Hudibras, 
there .is but one sentiment : it is universally 
allowed to be the first and last poem of its kind; 
the learmng, wit, and humour certainly stand 
"inrivalled. 
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HUDIBRAS. 



PART L— CANTO L 

Sir Hudifans his pasdog worth. 
The manner how he sally* d forth, 
His arms and equipage are shown ; 
His horse* s virtues and his own. 
Th* adventure of the Bear and Fiddle 
Is sung, but breaks off in the middle. 

When civil dudgeon first grew Mgh, 

And men fell out they knew imt why ; 

When hard wo^ds, jealousies, and fears, 

Set folks toother by the ears, 

And made &em fight, like mad or drunk, 5 

For dame Religion as for punk ; 

Whose honesty they all durst swear Ibr^ pit. . • > i 

Tho' not a man of them knew wherefore ; * "j 

When gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 

With long-ear'd rout, to battle sounded, 10 

And pulpit, drum ecclesiastick. 

Was beat with fist instead of a stick ; 

Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling. 

And out be rode a colonelling. 

A wiffht he was whose very sight would 15 

Entitle him Mirrour of Knightnood ; 

That never bow'd his stubborn knee 

To any thing but chivalry ; 

Nor put up blow, but that which laid 

Ri^ht worshipful on shoulder-blade : 20 

Chief of domestic knights and errant, 

Eitlier for chartel, or lor warrant ; 

I. Dudj^eon. Who made the alterations in the last 
edition uf this po<5m I Icnow not, but they are certainly 
sometimes for the worse ; and I cannot believe the au- 
thor would have changed a word so proper in that place 
aa * dudgeon' is, for that of ' fury,* as it is in tho last 
edition. To take in dudgeon,i8 inwardly tu resent some 
injury or affront; asortof grumbling in the gizzard, and 
what is previous to actual fury. I 
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8 HUDIBRAS. 

Great on the bendi, |freat in the saddle, 

That could as well bind o'er as swaddle : 

Mifhty he was at both of these, 25 

Ana styPd of war as well as peace. 

(So some rats, of amphibious nature, 

Are either for the land or water.) 

But here our author makes a doubt. 

Whether he were more wise or stout. 30 

Some hold the one, and some the other ; 

But howsoo'er they make a pother, 

The difference was so small, his brain 

Outweighed his rage but half a grain ; 

Which made some take him for a tool, 35 

That knaves do work with, called a fooL 

For 't has been held by many, that 

As Montaigne, playing with his cat, 

Complains she thought him but an ass, 

Much more she would Sir Hudibras 40 

(For that's the name our valiant Knight 

To all his challenf^es did write.) 

But the^Ve mistaken Yery much ; 

'TIS plam enough he was no such. 

We grant, altho' he had much wit, 45 

H' was very shy of using it ; 

As being loth to wear it out. 

And therefore bore it not about ; 

Unless on holy-days, or so. 

As men their best apparel do. 50 

Beside, 'tis known he could speak Greek 

As naturally as pigs squeak : 

That Latin was no more difficile, 

Than to a blackbird 'tis to whistle. 

Being rich in both, he never scanted 55 

His bounty unto su^ as wanted : 

But much of eitlier would afford 

To many that had not one word. 

For Hebrew roots, altho' they're found 

To flourish most in barren ground, 60 

34. Bind over to the aesslons, as being a Jatdee of the 
peace in liii county, as well as a colonel of a regiment 
of foot in the Parliament's army, and a committee-man. 

38. Montaigne, in his Essays, supposes Us cat tliou|tk| 
' fool for losing hid time ta playing witi) )iei; 
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PARt I.— CANTO L 9 

He bad sudi plenty as snfficM 
To make eooie think him circumoisM ; 
And truly, so he was perhaps, 
Not as a proselyte, but for claps« 

He was in loffic a great critick, 65 

Profoundly skillM in analytick ; 
He could distinguish and divide 
A hair 'twist south and south-west side ; 
On either which he would dispute, 
Confute, change hands, and still confhte. 70 
HeM undertake to prove, by force 
Of argument, a man^s no horse. 
HeM prove a buzzard is no fowl, 
And tnat a lord may be an owL, 
A calf an alderman, a goose a justice, 75 

And rooks committee-men and trustees. 
HeM run in debt by disputation, 
And pay with ratiocination. 
All this by svUogism, true 
In mood and figure he would do. 80 

For Rhetoric, he could not ope 
His mouth, but out there flew a trope : 

62. Here agftin ts an alterati<m wtthout any smendmeiit f 
for the following lines. 

And truly, ao he was, periuoM, 

Not as a proselyte, but for c&ps, 
Are thus changed : 

And truly so, perhaps, he was { '" 

'Tis many a pious Christian's case. 
The Heathens had an odd opinion, and hare a stranffe 
reason why M(Kes imposed the law of circumcision on the 
Jews ; which, how untrue soever, I will gire the learned , 
reader an account of without translation ; as I find it in the 
annotations upon Horace, wrote by my worthy and learued 
friend Mr- William Baxter, the g^reat restorer of the ancient, 
and promoter of moderr. learning. 

Hor. Sat. 9. Sermon, lib, i.— ' Curtis ; quia pellicula iromi- 
Duti sunt ; quia Mosea Rex Judfeorem,cujU3 Lcgibus reguu- 

tur, negligentia medicinaliter exsectua eat, ct ne 

BOlus esset notabilis, omnes circumcidi voluit. Vet. Schoh 

Vocem qu» inscitia Lihrarii excideral reposui 

mus ex conjectura, uti et medicinaliter exsectus pro medici- 
naliseffectua quae nihil crant. Gluismiretur ejusmodi cdn- 
Ticia horn ini Epic ureo atque Pagano excidisse? Jure igilur 
Henrico Glareano Diaboli Orgr-mum videtur. Etiam Satyrri 
(iuinta haec babet : Constat omnia miracula certa rations 
fieri, de quibus Epicurei prudetitissime disputant.' 

66. Analytic ia a part of logic that teaches to decline and 
constrae reason, as gramini^ does words 
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10 HUDIBRAS. I 

And when he happened to break off 

I* th' middle of ms speech, or cough, 

H' had hard words ready to shew why, 85 

And tell what rules he did it by : 

Else, when with greatest art he spoke, 

You'd think he talk'd like other folk : 

For all a rhetorician's rules 

Teach nothing but to name his tools. 90 

But, when he pleasM to shew't, his speech. 

In loftiness of sound, was rich ; 

A Babylonish dialect, 

Which learned pedants much affect. 

It was a party-colour'd dress 95 

Of patch'd and pye-ball'd languages : 

'Twas English cut on Greek and Latin, 

Like fustian heretofore on satin. 

It had an odd promiscuous tone. 

As if h' had talk'd three parts in one ; 100 

Which made some think, when he did gabble, 

Th' had heard three labourers of Babel; 

Or Cerberus himself pronounce 

A leash of languages at once. 

This he as volubly would vent 105 

As if his stock would ne'er be spent; 

And truly to support that charge, 

He had supplies as vast and large : 

For he could coin or counterfeit 

New words with little or no wit : llO 

Words, so debas'd and hard, no stone 

Was hard enough to touch them on : 

And when with hasty noise he spoke 'em, 

The ignorant for current took 'em ; 

^ 93. A confusion of langnages, such as some of oar 
modern virtuosi used to express themselves in. 

103. Cerberus; a name which our poets give ados 
with three heads, which they feigned door-Iceeper of 
hell, that caressed the unfortunatesouls sent thither,and 
devoured them that would get out again : yet Hercules 
tied him up, and made him follow. This dog with three 
heads, denotes the past, the present, and the time to 
come , which receive, and, as it were, devour all things. 
Hercules got the better of him, which shews that heroic 
actions are always victorious over time, because they 
-<5»ent in the memory of posterity , 

Digitized by ^OOgle 



PART I.— CANTO I. H 

That had the orator, who once 115 

Did fill his mouth with pebble stones 

When he haranguM, but known his phrase, 

He would have usM no other ways. 

In Mathematicks he was greater 

Than Tvcho Brahe or Erra Paler : 120 

For he, by geometrick scale, 

Could take the size of pots of ale ; 

Resolve, by signs and tangents, straight, 

If bread or butter wanted weight ; 

And wisely tell what hour o' th* day 125 

The clock does strike, by algebra. 

Beside, he was a shrewd philosopher. 

And had read ev'ry text and gloss over : 

Whatever the crabbed'st author hath. 

He understood b' implicit faith : 130 

Whatever sceptic could inquire for. 

For ev'ry why he had a wherefore ; 

Knew more than forty of them do. 

As far as words and terms could go : 

All which he understood by rote, 135 

And, as occasion serv'd, would quote : 



115. Demosthenes, who is said to hare had a defect in his 
pronunciation, which he cured by using to speak with little 
stones in hie jiioulh. 

120. Tycho Brahe was an eminent Danish mathematiciaD, 
Q,uer. in Collier's Dictionary, or elsewhere. 

131. Sceptic. Pyrrho was the chief of the sceptic phlloso- 

Ehers, and was at first, as Apollodorus saith, a painter, thf.i 
ecatne the hearer of Driso, and at last the disciple sf Anaia- 
goras, whom he followed ii:to India, to see the Gymuoso- 
phists. He pritended that men did nothing- but hy custom ; 
ihat there was neither honesty nor dishonesty, justice nor 
injustice, good nor evil. He was very solitary, lived to be 
ninety years old, was highly esteemed in his country, and 
created chief priest He lived in the time of Epicuru.^ and 
Theophrastus, about the I'ioth Olympiad. Hia followers 
were called Pyrrhoniane ; besides which, they were named 
the Ephetica and Aphoreiics, but more generally Sceptics- 
This sect made their cUiefest good to consist in a sedaient^a 
of mind, exempt from all passions; in regulating their opi- 
nions, and moderating their passioiisj which they call Ataxia 
and Metriopathia; and in suspending their judgment in re- 

Eird of good and evil, truth or falsehood, winch they call 
pechi. Seitus Empiriciis, who hved in the second century, 
under the Emperor Antoninus Pius, writ ten books againtt 
the mathematicians or astrologers, and three of the Pyrrno- 

bian opinion. The word is derived from the Greek '^ 

- qaod est, * cousideiurej speculari.' 
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It HUDIBRA8. 

No matter whether right or wrong. 

They might be either said or sung. 

His notions fitted things so well, 

That which was which he could not tell ; 140 

But oflentimes mistook the one 

For th^ other, as great clerks have done. 

He could reduce all things to acts. 

And knew their natures by abstracts ; 

Where entity and quiddity, 145 

Tlie ghosts of deltinct bodies, fly ; 

Where truth in person does appear. 

Like words congealM in northern air. 

He knew what's what, and that's as high 

As metaphysic wit can fly. 150 

In school-divinity as able 

As he that hight Irrefragable ; 

A second Thomas, or, at once 

To name them all, another Dunce : 



M3. The old philoeophcrs thought to estract notions out of 
natural things, as chvmists do spirits and esaenccs ; and, 
Vfho.n they ha(i refmeJ thpin into the nicest aubliltics, gave 
them aa insignificant names aa those operators do their ex- 
tractions : But, {a* Seneca says) the subtler things are ren 
Ucred, they are hut the nearer to nothing. So are all theij 
definition of things by acts the nearer to nonsense. 

U7. Home authors have mistaken truth for a real thing, 
when it is nothing but a right method of putting those no 
ttous or images of thin^ (in the understanding of man) into 
the same state and order that their originala hold in nature ; 
and therefore Aristotle sFiys, 'Unumquodque sicut ae habet 
secundum esse, ita se habet secundum veritatem.' Met 
1. ii. 

143. Some report, that in Nova Zembla and Greenland, 
men's words are wont to be frozen in the air, and at the thaw 
may be heard. 

151. Here again is another alteration of three or four lines, 
as I think, for the worse. 

Some specific epithets were added to the title of some fa 
mous doctors, as Angelicus, Irrefragabtlis, Subtilis, &c. 
Vide VosBi Etymolog. Baillet Jugemens de S<iaTaas, and 
Possevin»8 Apparatus. 

IM. Thomas Aquinaa, a T)ominican friar, was born in 1224, 
and studied at Cologne and Paris. He new.,nodelled the 
school divinity, and was tlierefore called the Angelic Doctor, 
and Eagle of Divines. The most illustrious persons of hia 
time were ambitious of his friendship, and put a high value 
on his merits, ao that they otfered him bishoprics, which he • 
refused with as much ardour as others seek after them. He 
died in the fiftieth year of his age^ and was canonized by Pope 
John XU. We hate hia works m eighteen volumes, several 
timrs printed. 

Johannas Dunscotas was a very learned man, wbo llTed 



by Google 



PART L— CANTO I. U 

Profound in all the nominal 155 

And real ways beyond thorn all ; 

For he a rope of sand could twist 

As tough as learned Sorbonist ; 

And weave fine cobwebs, fit for skull 

That's empty when the moon is full ; 160 

Such as take lodgings in a head 

That's to be let unfurnished. 

He could raise scruples dark and nice. 

And after solve 'em in a trice ; 

As if Divinity had catchM 1 65 

The itch on purpose to be scratched ; 

Or, like a mountebank, did wound 

And stab herself with'doubts profound. 

Only to shew with how small pain 

The sores of faith are curM again ; 170 



about the end of the thirteenth and begrhmfnff of the ffotirteenth 
century. The Engrlish and Scotch strive which of them shall 
have the honour of hia bTrth. The English eay he was bom 
in Northumberland ; the Scots allege ne was bom at Dam, 
in the Hers, the neighbouring: countv to Northumberland, 
and hence was called Dunscotus. Moreri, Buchanan, ana 
other Scotch historians, are of this opinion, and for proof cite 
his epitaph : 

Scotia me genuit, Anglia suscepit, 

Gallia edocuit, Germania tenet. 

He died at Cologne, November 8, 1308. In the supplement 
to Dr. Cave's Historia Literaria, he is said to be extraordi- 
nary learned in physics, metaphysics, mathematics, and as- 
tronomy ; that his fame was so ^eat when at Oxford, that 
80,000 scholars came thither to hear his lectures ; that when 
at Paris, his arguments and authority carried it for the im- 
maculate conception of the Blessed Virgin : so that they ap- 
fiointed a festival on that account, and wouid admit no sc ho- 
ars to degrees hut such as w*;re of this mind. He was a 
great opposer of Thomas Aquinas's doctrine ; and, for being 
a very acute logician, was called Doctor Subtiiis ; which was 
the reason also that an old punster always called him the 
Lathy Doctor. , , , „ 

153. Sorbou was the first and most considerable college of 
the university of I'aris, founded in the reign of St. Lewis, by 
Robert Sorbon, which name is sometimes given to the whole 
university of Paris, whicli was founded about the year 741, by 
Charlemagne, at the persuasion of the learned Alcuinusj who 
yrza one of the first professors there ; since which time it haa 
been very famous. This college has been rebuilt with an ex- 
traordinary magnificence, at the charge of Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, and contains lodg:ings for thirty-six doctors, who are 
called the Society of Sorhon. Those which are received 
among them befor*tti-y have receivedtheir doctor's degree, 
are only said to be bfthe hospitality of Sprboo. Claud. Hcmo- 
niM de 4cad. Paris. Spondan. in AunaL 
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14 HUDIBRAS. 

Altho' by wofld proof we find 

They always leave a scar behind. 

He knew the seat of Paradise, 

Could tell in what degree it lies ; 

And, as he was disposed, could prove it 175 

Below the moon, or else above it : 

What Adam dreaVnt of, when his bride 

Came from her closet in his side : 

Whether the devil tempted her 

By a High-Dutch interpreter : 180 

If either of them had a navel : 

Who first made music malleable : 

Whether the serpent, at the fall. 

Had cloven feet or none at all. 

All this without a gloss or comment, 185 

He could unriddle m a moment, 

In proper terms, such as men smatter, 

When they throw out, and miss the matter. 

For his religion, it was fit 
To match his learning and his wit : .190 

'Twas Presbyterian true blue ; 
For he was of that stubborn crew 
Of errant saints whom all men grant 
To be the true church militant ; • 

Such as do build their faith upon 195 

The holy text of pike and gun ; 
. Decide all controversies by 
Infallible artillery; 
And prove their doctrine orthodox 
By apostolic blows and knocks : 200 

Call fire, and sword, and desolation, 
A godly thorough reformation, 

173. There is nothing more ridiculoas than the various 
opinions of authors about the seat of Paradise. Sir Wai- 
ter Raleigh has taicen a great deal of pains to collect 
them, in the beginning of his History of the World , 
where those who are unsatisfied may be fu!ly informed. 

180. Goropius Becanus endeavours to prove, that 
High Dutch was the language tiiat Adam and Eve spoke 
in Paradise. 

181. Adam and Eve I>cingmade,and not conceived and 
formed in the womb, had no navels, -m some learned 

- men have supposed, because they had no need of them. 

182. Music is said to be invented by Pythagoras, who 
found out the proportion of notes from the soundf 

nmen upon an anvil. 
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Which always must be cariy'd on. 

And still be doing, never done : 

As if reli^on were intended 205 

For nothing else but to be mended. 

A sect whose chief devotion lies 

In odd perverse antipathies ; 

In falling out with that or this, 

And finding somewhat still amiss : 910 

More peevish, cross, and splenetick, 

Tha^ dos distract, or monkey sick ; 

That wi& more care keep holy-day 

The wronff, than others the right way : 

Compound for sins they are inclinM to, 215 

By damning those they have no mind to : 

Still so perverse and opposite. 

As if they worshipped Grod for spite. 

The self-same thing they will abhor 

One wav, and long anotlier for. 220 

Free-will thev one way disavow ; 

Another, nothing else allow. 

All piety consists tiierein 

In them, in other men all sin. 

Rather than fail, tboy will decry 225 

That which they love most tenderly ; 

Quarrel with mmc'd pies, and disparage 

Their best and dearest friend, plum-porridge . 

Fat piff and goose itself oppose. 

And buispheme custard thro* the nose. 230 

Th* apostles of this fierce rehgion. 

Like Mahomet's, were ass and widgeon ; 

To whom our Knight, by fast instinct 

Of wit and temper, was so linkt, 

As if hjrpocrisy and nonsense 5235 

Had got th' advowson of his conscience. 

Thus was he gifled and accouter'd. 
We mean on th' inside not the outward ; 
That next of all we shall discuss : 
Then listen. Sirs, it follows thus : 240 

232. Mabomet had a tame dove tbat uied to pick seeds 
oat of his ear, that it might be thought to whisper and 
inspire him. His ass was so intimate with him, that 
the Mahometans believed it carried him to heaven. ^•"' 
stays there with him to bring him back again. 
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Hii tawny beard was th* equal grace 

Both of his wisdom and his (kce; 

In cut and dye so like a tile, 

A ludden view it would beguile : - 

The upper part thereof was whey ; 345 

The nether, orange rnixM with gray. 

This hairy meteor did denounce 

The fall of sceptres and of crowns ; 

With £prisly type did represent 

Declinmgaffe of government; 250 

And tell wiw hieroglyphick spade, 

Its own grave and Uie staters were made. 

Like Samson^s heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to make a nation rue ; 

Tho* it contributed its own ^, 955 

To wait upon the publick downfall : 

It was monastick, and did grow 

In holy orders by strict vow ; 

Of rule as sullen and severe 

As that of riffid Cordelier. 360 

Twas bouna to suffer persecution 

And martyrdom with resolution ; 

T^ oppose itself against the hate 

And vengeance of th' incensed state ; 

In whose defiance it was worn, 365 

Still ready to be puUM and torn ; 

With red-hot irons to be tortur'd; 

Reviled, and spit upon, and martyrM. 

Maugre all which, Hwas to stand fast, 

As long as monarchy should last ; 270 

But when the state should hap to reel, 

Twas to submit to fatal steel. 

And fall, as it was consecrate, 

A sacrifice to fall of state ; 

Whose thread of life the fatal sisters 275 

Did twist together with its whiskers. 

And twine so close, that Time should never. 

In life or death, their fortunes sever : 

But with his rusty sickle mow 

Both down together at a blow. 280 

357. He made a vow nev(>r to cut bis beard until the 
"•rliament bad subdued tbe king ; of wbich order of 
'ic votariea tbere were many in tbOM ttniea. 
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So leam'd Taii«cotiiw firen 

The brawny part of porter's bam 

CHf( sapplemeatal nosei, which 

Would last as long as parent breeeh ; S85 

But when the date of nock was out. 

Off dropp'd the sympathetic snout. 

His back, or rather burthen, shew'd 
As if it stoop'd with its own load : 
For as .Apneas bore his sire 
Upon his shoulders thro' the file, S90 

Our Knight did bear no less a pack 
Of his own buttocks on his back ; 
Which now had almost got the uf^Mir* 
Hand of his head, for want of crupper. 
To poise this equally, he bore 395 

A paunch of the same bulk before ; 
Which still he had a special care 
To keep well cranun'd with thrifty fan ; 
As white-pot, butter-milk, and curds, 
Such as a country-bouse affords ; 300 

With otlier vittle, which anon 
We farther shall dilate upon, 

981. Taliacotius wu an Italian sargeon, that fooiid 
oat a wajr to repair lost and dccayud noses. 

This Taliacotius was chiet surgeon to the great duke 
of Tuscany, and wrote a treatise, De Curtis Membris, 
which he dedicates to his great master; wherein he not 
only declares tlie models of his wonderful operations in 
restoring of lost members, but gives you cuts of the rery 
instruments and ligatures he made use of therein ; from 
hence our author (cum poetica licentia) has taken liis 
simile. 

S89. ^neaswas the son of Anchises andVenus; a 
Trojan, who after long travels, came to Italy, and after 
tlie death of his father-in-law, Laiinus, was made king 
of Latium, and reigned three years. His story is loo 
long to insert here, and therefore I refer you to Virgil's 
Mneida. Troy being laid in ashes, he took bis aged fa^ 
ther Anchises upon his back, and rescued him from his 
enemies. But being too solicitous for his son and house- 
hoId,god8, he lost Ills wife Creusa; which Mr. I^den, 
in his exc4{llent translation, thus expresseth : 
Haste, my dear father (Mis no time to wait,) 
And load my slioulders with a willing ifreigbt 
Whate'er befais, your life shall be my care; 
One deatli, or one dcliv'rance, we will share. 
My hand shall lead our little son ; and you, 
My faithful consort, shall our steps pursue. 
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When of his hose we come to treat, 
The cupboard where he kept his meat. 

His doublet was of sturdy buff, 305 

And though not sword, yet cudgel proof; 
Whereby ^was fitter for his use, 
Who fearM no blows, but such as bruise. 

His breeches were of rugged woollen, 
And had been at the ^iege of BuUen ; 310 

To old king Harry so well known. 
Some writers held they were his own. 
Thro' they were lin'd with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese. 
And fat black-puddings, proper food 315 

For warriors that deUglit in blood. 
For, as we said, he always chose 
To carnr vittle in his hose. 
That ouen tempted rats and mice 
The ammunition to surprise : 390 

And when he put a hand but in 
Ti^cf one or t' other magazine, 
They stoutly in defence on't stood. 
And from the wounded foe drew blood; 
And till th' were storm'd and beaten out, 3S5 
Ne'er left the fortify'd redoubt. 
And tho' knights-errant, as some think. 
Of old did neither eat nor drink, 
Beqause, when thorough deserts vast. 
And regions desolate, they past, 330 

Where belly-timber above ground. 
Or under, was not to be found. 
Unless they ^raz'd, there's not one word 
Of their provision on record ; 
Which made some confidently write, 335 

They had no stomachs, but to fight. 
'Tis false ; for Arthur wore in hall 
Round table like a farthinsal. 
On wluch, with shirt pulPd out behind. 
And eke before, his good knights din'd. 340 
337. Who this Arthur wan, and whether any ever 
reigned in Britain, has lieen doubted heretoffnre, and if 
bf aome to tliii very day. However, the history of him, 
which malKes him one of the nine wortliies of the world, 
^ a subject iufficient for the poet to be pleasant upon. 
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Tliouffh Hwas no table, aome aai^MMM, 

But a nuf e pair of round trunk note ; 

In which ne carryM as much meat 

As he and all the knights could eat, 344 

When, laying by their swords and truncheons, 

They took their breakfasts, or their nuncbeons. 

But let that pass at present, lest 

We should forget where we digrest. 

As learned aumors use, to whom 

We leave it, and to th' purpose come. 350 

His puissant sword unto his side. 
Near his undaunted heart, was tyM ; 
With basket-hilt, that would hold broth. 
And serve for fiffht and dinner both. 
In it he melted lead for bullets, 355 

To shoot at foes, and sometimes pullets. 
To whom he bore so fell a girutch. 
He ne^er suve quarter t^ any such. 
The trendiant blade, Toledo trusty. 
For want of fighting, was grown rusty, 360 
And ate into itself, for lack 
Of somebody to hew and hack. 
The peaceful scabbard where it dwelt 
The rancour of its edge had felt; 
For of the lower end two handful 365 

It had devoured, Hwas so manful ; 
And so much scom'd to lurk in case. 
As if it durst not shew its face. 
In many desperate attempts. 
Of warrants, exigents, contempts, 370 

It had appearM with coura^ bolder 
Than Serjeant Bum invading shoulder. 
Oft had it ta^en possession, 
And prisoners too, or made them run. 

This sword a dagger had t' his page, 375 
That was but little for his age ; 
And therefore waited on him so. 
As dwar& upon knights-errant do. 

3S9. The capital city of New CasUle, in Spain, with 
an archbishopric and primacy. It was very famous, 
araODnt other things, for tempering the best metal for 
swonb, as Damascus was, and perVp* may be ittUL 
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It was a iW' fi O MtU e dudgeon, 

Either for i^htin^ or for drudging. 380 

When it had etaboM, or broke a head. 

It would scrape trenchers, or chip breitUl ; 

Toast cheese or baocm ; tho* it were 

To bait a moose-trap, 'twould not care. 

'Twould make dean shoes ; and in the oarth 38S 

Set leeks and onions, and so forth. 

It had been 'prentice to a brewer, ^ 

Where this and more it did endure ; 

But left the trade, as many more, 

Have lately done on the same score. 390 

In th* hiMsters, at his saddle-bow, 
Two aged pistols he did stow. 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he could not ^t. 
These would inreigle rats with th' ecent, 395 
To forage when the cocks were bent : 
And sometimes catch ^em with a snap 
As cleverly as th* ablest trap. 
They were upon hard duty still. 
And evVy night stood sentinel, 400 

To guard the magazine i^ the hose 
From two-IeggM and from four-leg^'d foes. 

Thus clad and fortify ^d^ Sir Knight 
From peaceful home set forth to fight. 
But firet with nimble, active force 405 

He ffot on th* outside of his horse ; 
For navinff but one stirrup ty*d 
T* his saddle, on the farther side, 
It was so short h* had much ado 
To reach it with his desperate toe : 410 

But afler many strains and heaves, 
He got up to the saddle-eaves. 
From whence he vaulted into th* seat, 
With so much vigour, strength, and heat, 
That he had aknost tumbled over 415 

With his own weight, but did recover. 
By laying hold on tail and mane. 
Which on he us*d instead of rein. 

3B0. Oliver CromwoU and Colons! Fride Iiad bota- 
botb brewem. 
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Bat now we talk of mountain gtotd. 
Before we farther do proceed, 410 

It doth behove us to way something 
Of that which bore our valiant bompImL 
The beast was stardy, lar|^, and taU, 
With mouth of meal« and eyes of walL 
I would say eye ; for h' had but one, 4S5 

As most agree ; tbo' some say none. 
He was well stay'd ; and in ms gait 
PreservM a grave majestic state. 
At spur or switch no more he skept. 
Or mended pace than Spaniard wnipt ; 430 
And yet so nery he would bound 
As if he griev'd to touch the ffround : 
That Caesar's horse, who as &ne goee 
Had corns upon his feet and toes, 
Was not by half so tender hooft, 435 

Nor trod upon the ground so soft 
Aind as that beast would kneel and stoop 
(Some write) to take his rider np. 
So Hudibras his ('tis well known) 
Would often do to set him down. 440 

We shall not need to say what lack 
Of leader was upon his back ; 
For that was hidden under pad. 
And breech of Knight, gall'd full as bad. 
Hk strutting ribs on both sides shew*d 445 
Like furroughs he himself had plow'd ; 
Forimdemeath the skirt of pannel, 
'Twixt evVy two there was a channel. 
His draggling tail hung in the dirt. 
Which on his rider he would flirt, 450 

Still OS his tender side he prickM, 
With arm'd heol, or with unarmM, kick'd ; 
For Hudibras wore but one spur ; 
As wisely knowing, could he stir 
To active trot one side of 's horse, 455 

'the other would not hang an, arse. 

A squire he had, whose name was Ralph, 
That in th' adventure went his half: 

433. Julius Cffisar had a horse with feet like a man's. 
*T7tebaturequoin8igni; pedibusprope humnnis, et in 
modum di^orum ungulis fiasis. Suet, in Jul. cnp. 61. 
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Thooffh writera, for more sUtel j tone, ^ 

Do cidl him Ralpho ; 'tis all one; 460 

And when we can with metre safe, 

^ell can him so ; if not, plain Ralph. 

xFor rhyme the rudder is of verses, 

With which like ships they steer their coones.^ 

An equal stock of wit and valour 46S 

He had laid in ; by birth a tailor. 

The mighty Tynan queen that gain'd 

With subtle slureds a tract of land, 

j3id leave it with a castle fair 

To his ^freat ancestor, her heir. 470 

From him descended cross-leg^M knights, 

Fam'*d for their faith, and warlike fights 

Affainst the bloody cannibal. 

Whom they destroyed both great and onalL 

This sturdy Squire he had, as well 475 

As the bold Trojan knight, seen Hell ; 

Not with a counterfeited pass 

Of golden bough, but true gold-lace. 

His knowledge was not far behind 

The Knights, but of another kind, 480 

And he another way came by't : 

Some call it Gifts, and some New-Light ; 

A libera] art that costs no pains 

Of study, industry, or iMrains. 

His wit was sent him for a token, 485 

But in the carriage crackM and broken. 

Like commendation nine-pence crook'd. 

With — To and from my love-^It look'd. 

He ne'er considered it, as loth 

To look a gift-horse in the mouth ; 490 

And very wisely would lay forth 

No more upon it than 'twas worth. 

But as he got it freel v, so 

He spent it frank and freely too. 

467. Dido, qaeen of Carthage, who boacht as maeli 
land a< the coaM compan with an oz*8 hidie, which die 
eat into small thongs, and cheated the owner of so maeh 
ground a« served her to build Carthage upon. 

476. ^neas, whom YirgVi reports to use a gt^en 
bough for a pass to hell ; and tailors call that place hell 
where they put all they steal. 

Digitized by Google 



PART I.— CANTO I. S3 

For saints themselves will sometiiiies be, 495 

^ gifts that cost them nothlogr, free. 

By means of this, with hem and cough, 

Prolon^ers to enlightened stuff, 

fie could deep mysteries unriddle 

As easily as thread a needle. 500 

For as of vagabonds we say. 

That they are ne'er beside the way ; 

Whatever men speak by this New light. 

Still they are sure to be i' th' right 

Tis a dark-lantern of the spirit, 505 

Which none see by but those that bear it : 

A light that falls down from on high. 

For spiritual trades to cozen by : 

An i^is fatuus, that bewitches 

And leads men into pools and ditches, 510 

To make them dip themselves, and sound 

For Christendom in dir|^ pond ; 

To dive like wild-fowl for salvation. 

And fish to catch regeneration. 

This light inspires and plays upon 515 

The nose of saint like bag-pipe drone, 

And Bpeaks through hollow empty soul. 

As through a trunk or whisp'ring hole. 

Such lanmiage as no mortal ear 

But spiriral eaves-droppers can hear : ^ 520 

So Phaebus, or some friendly muse. 

Into small poets' sonff infuse, 

Which they at second-hand rehearse, 

Thro' reed or bag-pipe, verse for verse. 

Thoff Ralph became infallible 525 

As three or four-legg'd oracle, 
The ancient cup, or modem chair ; 
Spoke truth pomt-blank, tho' unaware. 

For mystic learning, wondrous able 
In magic Talisman and Cabal, 530 

506. Read the great Geographical DictioDsry under 
that word. 

$90. Talisman is a device to destroy any sort of ver- 
min, by casting their images in metal, in a precise mi- 
nute, when the stars are perfectly inclined to do them 
all the mischief they can. I'his has been experienced 
If some modem virtuosi upon rats, mice, and fleas, and 
found (as they affirm) to produce the e^t with admi- 
iable snocess. 
. . Eaymond Lolly interprets cabal, oat of the Arabic 
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Who80 pniiiitiT« traditioD reaoliM 

^ far as Adam's first green breechM : * 

. . eep sighted in intelligences, 

deas, atoms, influences ; 
And much of terra incognita, 535 

Th' intelligible world, could say : 
A deep occult Philosopher, 
As learn'd as* the wild Irish are, 
Or Sir Affrippa; for profound 
And solid Ijring much renowned. 540 

Be Anthroposophus and Flood, 
And Jacob Behmen understood : 
Knew many an amulet and charm, 
That would do neither good no/t hann : 
$Sk Rosy-crucian lore as learned, 54S 

As he that Vere adeptus earned. 
He understood the speech of birds 
As well as they themselves do words ; 
Could tell what subtlest parrots mean. 
That speak and think contrary dean : 550 

signify Scientia luperabundans ; whieh his coiinnem%> 
tator. Cornelius Agrippa, by over-magnifying, has lea- 
dered a very superfluous foppery. 

533. The author of Magi a Ademiea endeavours to 
prove the learning of the ancient Magi to be derived from 
that knowledge which God himself taught Adam in 
Paradise before the fall. 

535. The intelligible world is a klad of Terra del 
Puego, or Psittacorum Regio, Ate discovered only by 
the philosophers, of which they talk like parrots, what 
they do not understand. 

538. No nation in the world is more addicted to tMs 
occult philosophy than the wild Irish are, as appears by 
the whole practice of their lives ; of which see Camden 
in his description of Ireland. 

539. They who would know more of Sir Cbrnelius 
Aerippa, here meant, may consult the Great Dictionarji^ 

541. Anthroposophus is only a compound Greek word, 
which sisnifies a man that is wise in the knowledge of 
men, as fa used by some anonymous author to conceal 
his true name. 

Dr. Floud was a sort of an English Rosycmdan^ 
whose works are extant, and as intelligible as those of 
Jacob Behmen. 

545. The fraternity of the Rosy-crucians is very like 
the sect of the ancient Gnosticl, who called themsdves 
so from the excellent learning they pretended to, al- 
though they were the most ridiculous sots of mankind. 

Vere adoptus is one tbat has commenced in their f«- 
satie extravagance. 
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What member 'tis of whom they talk, 
When they cry Rope, and Walk, knave, walk. 
KeM extract numbers out pf matter, 
And keep them in a glass, like water ; 
Of eov'reitfn powV to make men wise ; 555 
For dropp d in blear thick>sighted eyes, 
TheyM make tliem see in darkest night. 
Like owls, tho' purblind in the light. 
Hy help of these (as he professed) 
He had First Matter seen undress^ : 5G0 

He took her naked all alone, 
Before one rag of form Was on. 
The Chaos too he had descry ^d. 
And Men auite tliro\ or else he lyM : 
Not that of pasteboard which men shew 565 
Formats, at fair of Bartholomew ; 
Bat its great grandsire, first o' th* name, 
Whence that and Reformation eame ; 
Both cousin-germans, and right, able 
T' inveip^le and draw in the rabble* 570 

But Remrmation was, some say, 
O' th' younger house to Puppet-play. 
fie could foretel whatsoever was 
By consequence to come to pass ; 
Ajb death of great men, alterations, 575 

Diseases, battles, inundations. 
All this, without th' eclipse o' th' sun. 
Of dreadful cornel, he hath done. 
By inward light ; a way as good, 
And easy to oe understood ; 580 

But with more lucky hit than those 
That use to make the stars depose, 
LUlc knights o* th' post, and falsely charge 
ITpon themselves what others forge : 
Asifthey were consenting to 585 

All mischief in the world men do : 
Or like the devil did tempt and sway 'em 
To rogueries, and then betray 'em. 
Theyll search a planet's house to know 
Who broke and robbed a house below : 590 
Examine Venus, and the Moon, 
Who stole a thimble or a spoon ; 
C 
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And tho' they nnthinsr will conftM, 

Tet by their very looks can guess, 

And toll what ffoUty aspect bodes, 60S 

Who stole, and who receivM the goods. 

TheyUl question Mars, and by his look. 

Detect who 'twas that nimm'd a doke ; 

Make Mercury confess, and 'peach 

Those thieves which he hims^f did teach. 600 

They'll find i' th' physio^omies 

O' tn' planets, all men'^s destinies ; 

Like him that took the doctors bill. 

And swallow'd it instead o' th' pill : 

Cast the nativity o' th' question, 605 

And from positions to be guessM on, 

As sure as if they knew the moment 

Of native's birth tell what will come on^ 

They'll feel the pulses of the stars. 

To find out agues, coughs, catarrhs ; 610 

And tell what crisis does divine 

The rot in sheep, or mange in swine : 

In men, what ffives or cures the itch ; 

What makes them cuckolds, poor or ridi ; 

What gains or loses, hangs or saves ; 615 

What makes men great, what fools or knayeii, 

But not what wise ; for only of those 

The stars (they say) cannot dispose. 

No more than can the astrologians ; 

There they say right, and like true Trojans. 690 

This Ralpho knew, and therefore took 

The other course, of which we spoke. 

Thus was th' accomplish'd Squire endu'd 
With gifts and knowledge perlous shrewd. 
Never did trusty Squire with Kni^t, 625 

Or Knight with Squire, e''er jump more right. 
Their arms and equipage did fit. 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit 
Their valours too were of a rtite ; 
And out they sally'd at the sate. 530 

Few miles on horseback had they jog 
But Fortune unto them tum'd dog 
For they a sad adventure met. 
Of which anon we mean to tre&t ; 
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Bat ere we Tenture to tmfokl ^ 

Acbi67eroent8 so resoiv'd and bdd, 

We should, as learned pf>eU use. 

Invoke the aasistance of some inuMt 

However, critics count it sillier 

Than jugglers talking to familiar. C40 

We think His no great matter which ; 

They're all alike ; yet we shall pitdi . 

On one that fits our purpose most, 

Whom therefbre thus do we accost ! 

Thou that with ale, or viler liquors, 645 
Didst inspire Withers, ?ryn, and Vickars, 
And force them, tho' it was in spite 
Of nature and their stars, to write ; 
Who, as we find in sullen writs. 
And cross-grain'd works of modem wits, €50 
With vanity, opinion, want. 
The wonder of the ignorant. 
The praises of the author, penn*d 
B' himself, or wit-ensuring friend ; 
The itch of picture in the front, 655 

With bays and wicked rhyme upon't ; 
All that is left o' th' forked hill. 
To make men scribble without skill ; 
C^anst make a poet spite of fate, 
And teach all people to translate, 660 

Tho' out of languages in which 
They understand no part of speech ; 
Assist me but this once, I 'mplore, 
And I shall trouble thee no more. 

In western clime there is a town, 665 

To those that dwell therein well known ; 
Therefore there needs no more be said hero ; 
We unto them refer our reader ; 
For brevity is very good. 
When w* are, or are not, understood. 670 

To this town people did repair, 
On days of market, or of fair, 

646. This Vickars was a man of as ereat Interest and 
authority in the .late Reformation as Pryn or Withers, 
and as able a poet. He translated Virgil's .£neids inta 
as horrible travesty in earnest, as the French Scaroon 
did in burlesque, and was only outdone in his way b** 
the politic author of Oceana. 
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And to ondL'd fiddle, and bofw teMr, 

In merriment did dradg|e and labour. 

But now a sport moro fimnidahle fT5 

Had rak'd toother Tillago rabbto; 

Twaa an old way of reoK«atuig^ 

Which learned butehera call beair-baitiag : 

A bold adventVoua exercase, 

With ancient heroes in high prise : 681 

F<N' authors do affirm it came 

From Isthmean or Nemean game : 

Others derive it firom the bear 

That's fix'd in northern hemisphere, 

And round about the pole does make €B^ 

A circle like a bear at stake. 

That at the chain's aid wheels abontt 

And oyertums the rebUe-ront. 

For afler solemn proclamation. 

In the bear's name (as is the fiwhien« 690 

According to the law of arms. 

To keep men from inglorious harms,) 

That none presume to come so near *' 

As forty foot of stake pf bear, 

If any yet be so fool-hardy, 6B5 

T' expose themselves to vain jeopardy 

If they come wounded off, and lame, 

No honour's got by such a maim ; 

Altho' the bear gain much, b'ing bound 

In honour to mi&e good hu gnrand, TOO 

When he's engaged, and takes no notice. 

If any press upon him, who tis ; 

But lets them know, at their own eost* < 

That he intends to keep his ^ost 

This to prevent, and otner harms, 705 

Which always wait on feats of anas 

(For in the hurry of a fiay 

Tis hard to keep out of hanns wayO 

Thither the Knight his course did steer, 

To keep the peace 'twizt dog and bear ; 710 

As he believ'd he was boundto do 

In conscience, and commission too ; 
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And thenf^ire titan bMpoke the S^oiie : 

We that mre wMy mounted hifpier 
Than constablM in cnnile wit, 715 

When on tribunal bench we sit, 
Like speculatoni iriionld foresee. 
From PhafOB of adtbority, 
Portended mischidb farther than 
Low Proletarian tythinff-men : TOO 

And therefore being in^rm'd by broit. 
That do^ and bear are to dispute ; 
For so of late men fighting name. 
Because they often prove the same 
iFor where the first does hap to be, 735 

The last does coincidere ;) 
Quantum in nobis, have thought good, 
To save th* expense of Christian blood, 
And try if we by mediation 
Of treaty and accommodation, 730 

Can end the quarreV&nd compose 
The bloody du^ without blows. 
Are not our liberties, our lives, 
The laws, religion, and our wives, 
Enough at once to lie at stake 735 

For Covenant and the Cause's sake ? 
But in that quarrel dogs and bears. 
As well as we, must venture theirs? 
This feud, by Jesuits invented. 
By evil counsel is fomented ; 740 

Tneir is a Machiavielian plot 
(Tho' every nare olfact it not,) 
A deep design m% to divide 
The well-affected that confide. 
By setting brother against ||mher, 745 

To claw and curry one another. 
Have we not enemies, plus satis, 
Thati cane et angue pejus, hate us? 

740. This speech is set down as it was delivered by the 
Knight, in his own words ; but since it is below the 
granty of beroical poetry to admit of humour, but all 
are obliged to spealc wisely alilce, and too much of 



■o ezuavagant a folly would become tedious and im- 
potinbnt, the rest of his harangues have only his sense 
expressed in other words, unless in some few placest 
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And sh^ we turn oor fiuigs aad cUwa 

Upon our own selves, witlKHit caoee f 750 

Tbftt some occult design doth lie 

In bloody cynarctomachy, 

Is plain enough to him that knows 

How saints lead brothers by the nose. 

I wishmyself aiMseudo-prophet, 755 

But sure some mischief will come of it ; 

Unless by providential wit. 

Or force, we averruncate it. 

For what design, what interest, 

Can beast have to encounter beast? 760 

They fi^ht for no espoused causoi 

Frau privilege, fundamental laws, 

Nor for a through reformation. 

For covenant, nor protestation, 

Nor liberty of consciences, 765 

Nor Lords and Commons^ ordinances; 

Nor for the church, nor for^i^urch-landsy 

To get them in their own no-hands ; 

Nor evil counsellors to bring 

To justice that seduce the tang ; 770 

Npr for the worship of us men, 

Thouffh we have done as much for them. 

Th' £g3rptians worsbippM dogs, and for 

Their faith made internecine war. 

Others adorM a rat, and some 775 

For that church suffered martyrdom. 

The Indians fought for the truth 

Of th' elephant and monkey's tooth, 

753. Cynarctomachy signifies nothing in the world 
but a fight t)etween dogs and bears ; thougii both the 
learned and ignorant agree that in such words very great 
knowledge is contained : and our Knight, as one, or both 
of those, was of the same opinion. 

758. Another of the same Icind. which, though it ap- . 
pear ever so learned and profound, means nothing else 
out the weeding of com. 

778. The History of the White Elephant and the 
Monlcey*s Tooth, which the Indians adored, is written 
by Mons. le Biane. This monlcey's tooth was tnlcen by 
the Portuguese from those that worshipped it: and 
though they ofibred a vast ransom for it, yet the G^a- 
tiana were penmadod by their priests rather to boTn it. 
But as soon as the Are was Icindled, all the people present 
were not able to endure the horrible stink that came tmm 
%, as if the fire had been made of the same ingredients 
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And many, to defend that fiuth, 

Fought it out, mordicui, to death. 780 

But no beast ever was so slight, 

fV>r man, as f<N' his God, to fight 

They have more wit, alas ! and know 

Themselves and us better than so. 

But we, who only do infuse 785 

The rage in them like Boute-feus ; 

Tis our example that instils 

In them th* mfection of our ills. 

For, as some late philosophers 

Have well observed, beasts that converse 790 

With man take after him, as hogs 

Qet pigs all th' year, and bitches dogs. 

Just so, by our example cattle 

Lieam to ^ve one another battle. 

IVe read m Nero's time the heathen, 795 

IVhen thev destrovM the Christian brethren, 

Did sew them in the skins of bears. 

And then set dogs about their ears: 

From thence, no doubt, th' invention came 

Ofthis lewd antichristian game. . 800 

To this, quoth Ralpho, Verily 
The point seems very plain to me. 
It is an antichristian game, 
Unlawful both in thing and name. 
First, for the name : the word bear-baiting 805 
Is carnal, and of man's creating : 
For certainly there's no such word 
In all the Scripture on record ; 
Therefore unlawful, and a sin : 
And 80 is (secondly) the thing. 810 

A vile assembly 'tis, that can 
No more be prov'd by Scripture than 
Provincial, classic, national ; 
Mere human creature-cobwebs all. 
Thirdly, it is idolatrous ; 815 

For when men run a whoring thus 

with which seamen use to compoec that kind of grana- 
doe which they call itinlcards. 

788. Boute-feu8 is a French word, and therefore it 
were uncivil to suppose any Englisli person (especially 
of quality) ignorant of it, or so ilJ-brcd as to need an er- 
porttion. 
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With their inventions, whatsoe'er 

The thing be, whether dog or bear, 

It is idolatrous and pagan. 

No less than worshipping of Dagon. 890 

Qnoth Hudibras, I smell a rat : 
Ralpho, thou dost prevaricate ; 
For though the thesis which thon lay*st 
Be true ad amussim, as thou say'st 
(For that bear-bating should appear 82S 

Jure divino lawfuUer 
Than synods are, thou dost deny, 
Totidem verbis ; so do I ;) 
Yot there's a fallacy in this ; 
For if by sly homoeosis, 830 

Tussis pro crepitu, an art 
Under a cough to slur a f— t. 
Thou wouldst sophistically imply 
Both are unlawful, I deny. 

And I (quoth Ralplio) do not dOubt 835 

But bear-baiting may be made out. 
In gospel-times, as lawful as is 
Provincial or parochial classts; 
And that both ate so near of kin. 
And like in all, as well as sin, 840 

That put them in a bag and shake 'era, 
Yourself o' th* sudden would mistake 'em. 
And not know which is which, unless 
You measure by their wickedness : 
For His not hard t' imagine whether 845 • 

O' th' two is worst ; tho' I name neither. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou ofier''Bt much, 
But art not able to keep touch, 
Mira de lente, as 'tis i' th' adage. 
Id est to make a leek a cabbage ; 850 

Thou wilt at best but suck a bull. 
Or shear swine, all cry and no wool ; 
For what can synods have at all 
With bear that's analogical ? 
Or what relation has debating 855 

Of church-affairs with bear-baiting f 
A just comparison still is 
Or things ejusdom generis ; 
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And then what genius rightly doth 
Include and comprehend them both? 860 

If animal, both of us may 
As justly pass for bears as they ; 
For we are animals no less, 
Altho' of different specieses. 
But, Ralphp, this is no fit place 865 

Nor time to argue out the case : 
For now the field is not far off, 
Where we must give the world a proof 
Of deeds, not words, and such as suit 
Another manner of dispute ; 870 

A controversy that affords 
Actions for arguments, not words ; 
Which we must manage at a rate 
Of prowess and conduct adequate 
To what our place and fame doth promise, 875 
And all the godly expect firom us. 
Nor shall they be deceived, unless 
We''re slurred and outed by success; 
Success, the mark no mortal wit. 
Or surest hand, can always hit : 880 

For whatsoever we perpetrate, , ^ 

We do but row, we're steerM by Fate, s^ 
Which in success ofl disinherits. 
For spurious causes, noblest merits. 
Great actions are not always true sons 885 
Of great and mighty resolutions; 
Nor do the boldest attempts bring forth 
Events still equal to their worth ; 
But sometimes fail, and in their stead 
Fortune and cowardice succeed. 890 

Tet we have no vreat cause to doubt ; 
Our actions still nave borne us out ; 
Which, tho' they're known to be so ample. 
We need not copy from example. 
We're not the only persons durst 895 

Attempt this province, nor the first. 
In northern clime a valrous knight 
Did whilom kill his bear in fight. 
And wound a fiddler ; we have both 
Of these the objects of our wroth, 900 

C2 
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And equal fame and gloiy from 
Th' attempt or victory to come. 
'Tis sung, there is a valiant Mamaluke 

In foreign land, yclep'd 

To whom we have been oft comparM 905 

For person, parts, address, and beard ; 

Both equally reputed stout. 

And in the same cause both have fought ; 

He oft in such attempts as these 

Came off with gloiy and success; ■ 910 

Nor will we fail in th^ execution. 

For want of equal resolution. 

Honour is like a widow, won 

With brisk attempt and putting on ; 

With ent'ring manfully, and urging ; 915 

Not slow approaches, hke a virgin. 

Tis said, as erst the Phrygian knight. 
So ours with rusty steel did smite 

903. Mamaluke is the name of tbe militia of the sul- 
tans of Egypt. It signified a servant or soldier. They 
were commonly captives taken Arom among the Christ- ' 
ians, and instructed in military discipline, and did not 
marry. Their power was great; fbr besides that the 
sultans was chosen out of their body, tliey disposed of 
the most important offices of the kingdom. They were 
formidable about two hundred years : till at lost Selim, 
sultan of the Turks, routed them, and killed their sultan 
near Aleppo, 1516, and so put an end to the empire of 
Mamalukes, which had lasted 967 years. 

No question but the rhyme to Mamaluke was meant 
Sir Samuel Luke, of whom in the preface. 

913. Our English proverbs are not impertinent to this 
purpose : 
He tliat wooB a maid must seldom come in her sight . 

gut he that woos a widow, must woo her day and night, 
e that woos a maid, must feign, lie, and flatter ; ' 
But he that woos a widow, must down with bis breeches 
abd at her. 
This proverb being somewhat immodest, Mr. Ray sayi 
he would not have it inserted in his collection, but that 
he met with it in a little book, entitled the auakers' Spi- 
ritual Court proclaimed ; written by Nathaniel Smith, 
student in Physic ; wherein the author mentions it as 
counsel given him by Hilkiah Bedford, an eminem Qua- 
ker in London, who would have had him to have mar- 
ried a rich widow, in whose house he lodged In case 
be enuld get her, this Nathaniel Smith had promised 
Hilkiah a chanAber gratis. The whole nanratire is 
nh the reading. 
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His Trojan hone, and just as moeli 

He monded pace upon the touch ; 920 

But from his empty stomach groaned 

Just as that hollow beast did sound, 

And angry answer^ from behind, 

With brandish'd tail and blast of wind. 

So have I seen with armed heel, 925 

A wight bestride a common-weal ; 

While still the more he kickM and spurred 

The less the sullen jade had stirr'd. 



CANTO IL 

The catalogue and cburacter 
Of-th* enftmies* best men of war; 
Whom, in a bold harangue, the Knight 
Defies, and challenges tu fight. 
H* encounters TalKol, rouis the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler prisoner, 
Conveys liim to enchanted castle ; 
There shuts him fast in wooden bastile. 

There was an ancient sage philosopher, 

That had read Alexander Ross over, 

And swore the world, as he could prove, 

Was made of fighting and of love ; 

Just so Romances are, for what else 5 

Is in them all, but love and battles ? 

O' th' first of these we've no great matter ^ 

To treat of, but a world o' th' latter ; *^ • ' 

In which to do the injured ri^ht 

We mean, in what concerns just fight, 10 

Certes our authors are to blame. 

For to make some well-sounding name 

A pattern fit for modem knights 

To copy out in frays and fights ; 

LUte tnose that a whole street do raze 15 

To build a palace in the place. 

They never care how many others 

They kill, without regard of mothers. 

Or wives, or children, so thev can 

Make up some fierce, dead-doinff man, 20 

ComposM of many ingredient valours, 

Just Uke the manhood of nine tailors. 



, vtv.'^.jviv: 



36 HUDIBRAS. 

So a wild Tartar, when he spies 

A maa that's handsome, valiant, wise. 

If he can kill him, thinks t' inherit 525 

His wit, his beauty, and his spirit ; 

As if just so much he enjoy'd 

As in another is destroy'd. 

For when a giant's slain in fight. 

And mow'd o'erthwart, or cleft downright, 30 

It is a heavy case no doubt, 

A man should have his brains beat out 

Because he's tall, and has large bones ; 

As men kill beavers for their stones. 

But as for our part, we shall tell 35 

The naked truth of what befel ; 

And as an equal friend to both 

The Knight and Bear, but more to troth, 

With neither faction shall take part, 

But give to each his due desert ; 40 

And never coin a formal lie on't. 

To make the Knight o'ercome the giant. 

This b'ing profest, we've hopes enough, 

And now go on where we left off. 

They rode ; but authors having not 45 

Determin'd whether pace or trot 
(That is to say, whether tuUutation, 
As they do term 't, or succus^ation,) 
We leave it, and go on, as now 
Suppose they did, no matter how ; 50 

Yet some from subtle hints have got 
Mysterious light, it was a trot : 
But let that pass : they now begun 
To spur their living engines on. 
For as whipp'd tops, and bandy'd balls, 55 
The learned hold, are animals ; 
So horses they affirm to be 
Mere engines made by geometry ; 
And were invented first from engines, 
As Indian Britons were froi^ Penguins. 60 
47 TuHutatlon and siiccussation are only Latin worda 
for ambling and trotting, though I believe both were 
natural amongst the old Romans ; since I never read 
they made uae of the uammel or any other art, to pace 
"^ -■•• horses. 

^he American Indians call a great bird tiiey liava 
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80 let thorn be : and, as I was ■aying. 
They their live engines plyM, not staying 
Until they reached the fsital champaign. 
Which th' enemy did then encamp on ; 
The dire Pharsalian plain, where oattle 65 
Was to be wag'd 'twixt puissant cattle 
And fierce auxiliary men, 
That came to aid their brethren. 
Who now began to take the field. 
As Knight from ridge of steed beheld. 70 

For as our modern wits behold, 
Mounted a pick-back on the old. 
Much farther off, much farther he, 
Rais'd on his aged beast could see ; 
Yet not sufficient to descry 75 

All postures of the enemy ; 
Wherefore he bids the Squire ride farther, 
T^ observe their numbers, and their order ; 
That when their motions he had known. 
He might know how to fit his own. 80 

Meanwhile he stoppM his willing steed. 
To fit himself for martial deed. 
Both kinds of metal he prepared. 
Either to give blows or to ward : 
Courage and steel, both of greatforce, 85 

Prepared for better or for worse. 
His death-charg'd pistols he did fit well. 
Drawn out from life-preserving vittle. 
These being primM, with force he laboured 
To free 's sword from retentive scabbard ; 90 
And, after many a painful pluck. 
From rusty durance he bail'd tuck. 
Then shook himself, to see that prowess 
In scabbard of his arms sat loose : 
And, raisM upon his desperate foot, 95 

On stirrup-side, he gazM about, 
with a white head, a penguin ; which signifies the same 
thing in the British tongue : from whence (with other 
words of the same kind) some authors have endeavour- 
ed to prove, that the Americans are originaily derived 
from the BritfiTJS. 

65. Pharsalia is a city of Thessaly, famous for the 
battle won by Julius Caesar against Pompey the Great, 
in the neighbouring plains, in ttie 607tb year of Rom' 
of which read LucanNi Pharsalia. 
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Portending blood, like blazin|f fttr. 

The beacon of approaching war. 

Ralpho rode on with no less speed 

Than Hugo in the forest did ; 100 

Bat far more in returning made ; 

For now the foe he had sunrey'd, 

RangM as to him they did appear, 

With van, main battle, wings, and rear. 

r t^' head of all this warlike rabble 105 

Crowdero march'd, expert and able. 

Instead of trumpet and of drum. 

That makes the warrior's stomach come, 

Whose noise whets valour sharp, like beer 

By thunder tum'd to vinegar, 110 

(For if a trumpet sound, or drum beat, 

Who has not a month's mind to combat?) 

A squeaking engine he apply'd 

Unto his neck, on north-east side. 

Just where the hangman does dispose, 115 

To special friends, the knot of noose : 

For 'tis great grace, when statesmen straight 

Dispatch a friend, let others wait 

His warped ear hung o'er the strings. 

Which was but souse to chitterlings : 120 

For guts, some write, ere they are sodden. 

Are nt for music, or for pudden ; 

Fiom whence men borrow ev'ry kind 

Of minstrelsy by string or wina. 

His grisly beard was long and thick, 125 

With which he strung liis fiddle-stick ; 

For he to horse-tail scorn'd to owe 

For what on his own chin did grow. 

Chiron, the four-leffg'd bard, had both 

A beard and tail ofhis own growth ; 130 

And yet by authors 'tis averr'd. 

He made use only ofhis beard. 

139. Cbiron, a Centaur, son to Batqrn and Phillyrit, 
living in the mountain^, where, being much given to 
hunting, he became very Icnowing in the virtues of 
plants, and one of the most famous physicians of his 
time. He imparted his skill to iEsculaplus, and was af- 
terward Apollo's govemonuntil being wounded by Her- 
culea.and destrina to die, Jupiter placed him in heaveiL 
'e )i9 forms the sigq pf S^ttarius or the Archer* 
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In Stafforddure, where yirtaoiui worth 

Does raise the miastrelsy, not Inrth ; 

Where bulls do choose the bold^ kmg, 135 

And ruler, oW the men of string, 

(As once in Persia, tis said, 

Kin^rs were proclaimM by a horse that neigh'd ;) 

He bravely venturing at a crown, 

By chance of war was beaten down, 140 

And wounded sore. His leg then broke« 

Had got a deputy of oak: 

For when a shin in fight is cropp'd. 

The knee with one oi timber 's propped, 

Esteem'd more honourable than the other, 145 

And takes place, though the younger brother. 

Next marchM brave Orsin famous for 
Wise conduct, an4 success in war : 
A skilful leader, stout, severe. 
Now marshal to the champion bear. 150 

With trunchion, tippM with iron head, 
The warrior to the lifts he led ; 
With solemn march and stately nace, 
But far more ^rave and solemn uce ; 
Grave as the Emperor of Pegu, 155 

Or Spanish Potentate, Don Diego. 
This leader was of knowledge great, 
Either for charge or for retreat 
He knew when to fall on pell-mell ; 
To fall back and retreat as well. 160 

So lawyers, lest the bear defendant, 
And plaintiff dog, should make an end on^t. 
Do stave and tafl with writs of error, 
Reverse of judgment, and demurrer. 
To let them breathe a while, and then 165 
Cry whoop, and set them on agen. 
As Romulus a wolf did rear. 
So he was dry-nursM by a bear. 
That fed liim with the purchas'd prey 
Of many a fierce and bloody fray ; 170 

133. The whole history of this ancient ceremony you 
may read at large in Dr.^PIot's History of Staffordahire, 
under the town Tutbury. ., , , . ^. 

155. For the history of Pegu, read Mandelea and O^' 
arlut^s Travels. 
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Bred ap where discipliiie moet me is, 
In military Garden Paris. 
Ftor soldiers heretofore did grow- 
In g:arden8 just as weeds do now, 
Until some splay-foot politicians 175 

T' Apollo offer'd up petitions 
For hcensing a new invention 
They'd found out of an antique engine, 
To root out all the weeds that grow 
In public gardens at a blow, 180 

And leave th* herbs standing. Quoth Sir Sun, 
My friends, that is not to be done. 
Not done ! quoth statesmen ; ves, an't please ye, 
When it's once known, you'll say His easy. 
Whv then let 's know it, quoth Apollo : 185 
Well beat a drum, and they'll! all follow. 
A drum I (quoth Phoebus ;) troth, that's true ; 
A pretty invention, quaint and new. 
But thoufi[h of voice and instrument 
We are the undoubted president, 190 

We such loud music don't profess ; 
The devil's master of that office. 
Where it must pass ; if 't be a drum. 
He'll sign it with Cler. Pari. Dom. Com. 
To him apply yourselves, and he 195 

Will soon oifl^atch you for his fee. 
They did so ; but it prov'd so ill, 
Th' had better let 'em grow there still. 
But to resume what we discoursing 
Were on before, that is, stout Orsin : 200 

That which so oft, by sundry writers. 
Has been applied t' almost all fighters. 
More justly may b' ascribed to this 
Than any other warrior, (viz.) 
None ever acted both parts bolder, 205 

Both of a(:hieflain and a soldier. 
He was of great descent, and high 
For splendour and antiquity ; 
And from celestial origine 
Doriv'd himself in a right line : 210 

172. Paris Garden, in Southwark, took its name 
from the possessor. 
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Not as the andmt heroes cUd, \ 

Who, that their base hirths nufffat be hid' 

(Knowmg they were of doubtral gender, 

And that they came in at a windore,) 

Made Jupiter himself, and others 915 

O^ th^ gods, gallants to their own mothers, 

To get on them a race of champions 

(Of which old Homer first made lampoons.) 

Arctophylax, in northern sj^ere, 

Was his undoubted ancestor : 890 

From him his great forefathers came, 

And in all ages bore his name. 

Learned he was in med^c^nal lore ; 

For by his side a pouch he wore. 

Replete with strange hermetic powder, 995 

That wounds nine miles point-blank would sol* 

By skilful chemist, with great cost, [der. 

Extracted from a rotten post; 

But of a heav'nlier influence 

Than that which m6untebanks dispense : 5230 

Though by Promethean fire made. 

As they do quadc that drive that trade. 

For as when slovens do amisa 

At others* doors, by stool or piss. 

The learned write, a red-hot spit 5S35 

B*ing prudently apply'd to it, 

231. P^'otneUiean Are. Prometheuf wag the Mm of 
lapetus, and broUier of Atlas, concerninc whom the 
poets have feigned, that having first formed men of the 
earth and water, he stole fire from heavi^n to put life into 
them ; and that having thereby displeased Jupiter, he 
commanded Vulcan to tie him to Mount Caucasus with 
iron chains, and that a vulture should prey upon his 
liver continually : but the truth of the story is, that Pro* 
fnetheus was an astrologer, and constant in observing 
the stars upon that mountain ; and that, among other 
things, he found the art of mailing fire, either by the 
means of a flint, or by contracting the sun-beams in a 
glass. Bochart wilt have Magog, In tlie Scripture, to be 
^e Prometheus of the Pagans. 

He here and before sarcastically deriden those who 
were great admirers of the sympathetic powder and 
weapon salve, which were in great repute in those days, 
find much promoted by the great Sir Kenelm Digby, 
wlio wrote a treatise ez professo on that subject, and, I 

Sieve, thought what he wrote to be true, whic|i ■' — 
I been almost explo4ed out of ths world* 
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Win convey mischief firom tbe dmif 

Unto the part that did the wrong, 

So this did healing ; and as sure 

As that did mischief, this could cure. 5M0 

Thus virtuous Orsin was endu'd 
"^th learning, conduct, fortitude, 
Incomparable : and as the prince 
Of poets. Homer, sung long since, 
A skilful leech is better far $145 

Than half an hundred men of war. 
So he appeared ; and by his skill. 
No less tnan dint of sword, could kill. 

The ^lant Bruin marchM next him. 
With visage formidably grim, 950 

And ruffged as a Saracen, 
Or Turk of Mahomef s own kin ; 
Clad in a mantle della guerre 
Of rough impenetrable fur ; 
And in his nose, like Indian king, 5255 

He wore, for ornament, a ring ; 
About his neck a threefold gorget. 
As rough as trebled leathern taiget ; 
Armed, as heralds, cant, and langued ; 
Or, as the vulgar say, sharp-fanged. 260 

For as the teeUi in Masts of prey 
Are swords, with which they fight in fray ; 
So swords, in men of war, are teeth. 
Which they do eat their vittle with. 
He was by birth, some authors write, ,. 265 
A Russian ; some, a Muscovite ; 
And 'mong the Cossacks had been bred. 
Of whom we in diumals read. 
That serve to fill up pages here, 
As with their bodies ditches there. 270 

Scrimansky was his cousin-jrerman, 
With whom he serv'd, and fed on vermin ; 
And when these faird, heM suck his claws. 
And quarter himself upon his paws; 

S67. Cossacks are a people that live near Poland. 
This name was given them for their extraordinary 
fltmbleness ; for cosa, or kosa, in the Polish tongue, sig- 
nifies a goat. He that wonid know more of them, may 

^d Le Ltboreur and Thuldenus. 
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And though his country men, the Hum, 975 

Did stew their meat between their hum* 

And th' horses' backs o'er which they straddle, 

And ev'ry man ate up his saddle ; 

He was not half so nice as they, 

But ate it raw when 't came in's way. 280 

He had traced countries far and near, 

More than Le Blanc the traveller; 

Who writes, he spous'd in India, 

Of noble house, a lady gay, 

And got on her a race of worthies, 285 

As stout as any upon earth is. 

Full many a fight for him between 

Talffol and Orsin oft had been ; 

Each strinnj^ to deserve the crown 

Of a sav'd citizen ; the one 290 

To guard his bear; the other fought 

To aid his dog ; both made more stout 

By sev'ral spurs of neighbourhood, 

Charch-fellow-membership, and blood ; 

But Talgol, mortal foe to cows, 295 

Never got ought of him but blows ; 

Blows hard and heavy, such as he 

Had lent, repaid with usury. 

Yet Talgol was of courage stout, 
And vanquish^ ofl'ner than he fought : 300 
Inur'd to labour sweat, and toil, 
And hke a champion shone with oil. 
Right many a widow his keen blade, 
And many fatherless had made. 
He many a boar and huge dun-cow 305 

Did, like another Guy, overthrow ; 
But Guy with him in fight compared. 
Had like the boar or dun-cow far'd. 

275. This custom of the Huns is described by Amini»> 
nus Marcellinus, ' Uunni semicruda cujusvis Peccorlt 
carte vesconlur, quam inter femora sua et equorum 
terira subsertam, calefacient brevi.* P. 68«. 

283. The story of Le Blanc of a bear that married a 
Wng's daughter, is no ii(iore strange than many others. In 
most travellers, that pass with allowance ; for if they 
ffhould write nothing but what is possible, or probable, 
they mirfit appear to have lost their labour, and observed 
notbingbut what they might have done aa well at hr 
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f^th greacter troops of sheep h' had fcmf^ 

Than Ajax or bold Don Quixote : tU^ 

And many a serpent of feu kind, 

With wings before and stings behind, 

SubdaM, as poets say, long agcme, 

Bold Sir George, St. George, did the dragon. 

Nor engine, nor device polemic, 315 

Disease, nor doctor epidemic, 

Tho' storM with ddetery medicines j 

(Which whosoever took is dead sinoeO 

E^er sent so vast a colony 

To both the under worlcte as he : 320 

For he was of that noble trade 

That demi-gods and heroes mad^ 

Slaughter and knocking on the head. 

The trade to which they all were bred ; 

And is, like others, glorious when 325 

Tis great and lar^, but base if mean : 

The former rides m triumph for it, 

The latter in a two-wheePd chariot, 

For daring to profane a thii^g 

So sacred with vile bundling. 330 

Next these the brave Magnano came; 
Magnano, great in martial lame. 
Yet when with Orsin he wag'd fighti 
'Tis sung, he got but Uttle by 't. 
Yet he was fierce as forest boar, 335 

Whose spoils upon his back he wore. 
As thick as Ajax' seven-fold shield, 
Wliich oV his brazen arms he held : 
But brass was feeble to resist 
The fury of his armed fist ; 340 

Nor comd the hardest ir^n hold out 
Against his blows, but they would throogh't. 

In magic he was deeply read 
As he that made the brazen head 
Profoundiv skilFd in the black art, 345 

As English Merlin for his heart ; 
But far more skilfiil in the spheres 
Ilian he was at the sieve and shean. 

^ 843. Roger Bacon and Herlio* Bee CoUtePs Bio* 
Iknary, 
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He e&M transfonn faiinself in oolovr 
As like the devil as a collier; 350 

As like as hypK>crites in show 
Are to tme saints, or crow to crow. 
Of wariike en^es he was anther, 
DeyisM for quick dispatch of slanghtmr : 
The cannon, blundenMiss, and saker, 365 

He was th' inventor of, and maker : 
The trumpet, and the ketUe-drum, 
Did both m>m his invention come. 
'He was the first that e^er did teach 
To make, and how to stop, a breach. 30D 

A lance be bore with iron pike ; 
Th' one half would thrust, the other stifte ; 
And when their forces he had joined. 
He scom'd to turn his parts behind. 

He Trulla lovM ; Trulla, more bright 365 
Than bumishM armour of her knight: 
A bold virago, stout and tall 
As Joan of France, or English MaB, 
Thro* perils both of wind and limb. 
Thro* thick and thin, she foUow'd him, 370 
In ev'ry adventure h' undertook. 
And never him or it forsook : 
At breach of wall, or hedge surprise, 
She shared i* th* hazard and the prize : 
At beating quarters up, or forage, 375 

Behav'd herself with matchless courage ; 
And laid i^out in fight more busily 
Than th' Amazonian dame Pentheaile. 

And though some critics here cry shame, 
And say our authors are to blame, 360 

That (spite of ail philosophers, 
^ho hold no females stout but bears. 
And heretofore did so aUior 
That women should pretend to war, 

368. Two notorioas women ; the last was known 
here by the name of Mall Cutporae. 

378. Pentbesile, queen of the Amazons, saceeedad 
Otythia She carried succours to the Trojans, and af^* 
ter having given noble prooftof her bravenr, was killed 
1^ Achilles. PUny saith, it was she that invented th(> 
tettle-aze. If any one desire to know more of '' 
Amazons, let him read Mr. Sanson* 
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They woold not raffer tiw ftoaVgt dune 386 

To swear by Hercules^s name) 

Make feeble ladies in their works. 

To fight like termagants and Turks ; 

To lay their native arms aside. 

Their modesty, and ride astride ; 390 

To run a^tilt at men, and wield 

Their naked tools in open field ; 

As stout Armida, bold Tbalestris, 

And she that would have been the mistren 

Of Gondibert ; but he bed ffrace, 395 

And rather took a country lass ; 

They say, 'tis false, without all sense, 

But of pernicious consequence 

To government which they suppose 

Can never be upheld in prose ; 400 

Strip Nature naked to the skin, 

Toull find about her no such thing. 

It may be so ; yet what we tell 

Of TruUa that's improbable, 

385. The old Romans had particular oaths for men 
and women to swear by ; and therefore Macrobius irays, 
* Viri per Castorem non jurabant anttquitus, nee Mulie- 
res per Herculem ; iEdepol autero juraraeDtnm erat turn 
mulieribus quam vlris commune^' &c. 

303. Two formidable women at arms, in rcnnaDces, 
that were cudgelled into love by their gallants. 

305. Gondibert is a feigned name, made use of by Sir 
William d' Avenant in liis famous epic poem, so caJted ; 
wherein you may find also that of his mistress. This 
poem was designed bythe author to be an imitation of the 
English drama : it being divided into five books, as tlie 
other is into five acts ; the cantos to be parallel of the 
scenes, with this difference, that this is delivered naira- 
Uvely, the other dialoguewise. It was ushered into tlie 
world by a large preface written by Mr. Hobbes, and by 
the pens of two of our bent poets, viz. Mr Waller and Mr. 
Cowley^which one would liave thought might have prov- 
ed a sufficient defence and protection against snarling 
critics. Notwithstanding which, four eminent wits of 
that age (two of which were Sir John Denham and Mr. 
Donne) published several copies of verses to Sir WiU 
llamas discredit, under this title, Certain Verses written 
by several of theAuthor'8Friends,to be reprintedwiththe 
second edition of Gondibert in 8vo. Lond. 1653 These 
verses were as wittily answered by the author,under this 
title. The incomparable poem of Gondibert vindicated 
Ihtm the Wit Combat of tour Esquires, Clinias, DamoB- 
tas, Sancho,^and Jack-Pudding; printed in 8vo. Loud. 
1655. Vide Langbain^s Account ,of Dramatic Poets. 
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Shan be disposM by those wboVe eeent 405 
Or, what^B as ffood, producM in print : 
And if they wul not take our word, 
Well prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon next advancH, 
Of all his race the valiant'st : 410 

Cerdon the Great, renownM in song. 
Like Herc'los, for repair of wrong : 
He raisM |he low and fortifyM 
The weak against the strongest side : 
HI has he read, that never hit 415 

On him in Muses^ deathless writ. 
He had a weapon keen and fierce. 
That throu^i a bull-hide shield would pierce. 
And cut it m a thousand pieces, 
Tho' tougher than the Knight of Greece, his 
With whom his black-thumbM ancestor 4SII 
Was comrade in the ten years' war : 
For when the restless Greeks sat down 
So many years before Troy town. 
And were renown'd, as Homer writes, 425 
For well soPd boots no less than fights. 
They ow'd that glory only to 
His ancestor that made them so. 
Fast friend he was to Reformation, 
Until 'twas worn quite out of fashion. 430 
Next rectifier of wry law. 
And would make three to cure one flaw. 
Learned he was, and could take note. 
Transcribe, collect, translate, and quote. 
But preaching was his chiefest talent, 435 

Or argument, in which b'in^ valiant. 
He us'd to lav about and stickle. 
Like ram or bull, at conventicle : 
For disputants, like rams and bulls. 
Do fight with arms that spring from skulls. 440 

Last Colon came, bold man of war, 
Destin'd to blows by fatal star ; 
Bight expert in command of horse. 
But cruel, and without remorse. 
That which of Ceataur long ago 445 

Was said, and has been wrested to 
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Some «tb«r kniglitit WM tra* of tbki; 

He and hit hone were of a piece. 

One sinrit did inform them both ; 

The selfsame vigoiur, fury, wroth; 4^0 

Tet he was much the rougher part» 

And always had a harder heart : 

Although his horse had been of those 

That f^ on man's flesh, as fame goes. 

Strange food for horse ! and yet, alas I 4S5 

It may be true, for flesh is grass. 

Sturdiy he was, and no less able 

Than Hercules to dean a stable ; 

As great a drover, and as great 

A critic too, in hog or neat. 460 

He rippM the womb up of his mother. 

Dame Telhis, 'cause she wanted fother 

And provender wherewith to feed 

Himself, and his less cruel steed. 

It was a question, whether he 465 

Or 's horse were of a family 

More worshipful : 'till antiquaries 

(After th' had almost por'd out their eyoe) 

Did ver^ leamedlv decide 

The business on the horse's side ; 470 

And prov'd not only horse, but cows, 

Nay, pigs, were of the elder house : 

For beasts, when man was but a piece 

Of earth himself, did th' earth possess. 

These worthies were the chief that led 475 
The combatants, each in the head 
Of his command, with arms and rage, 
Ready and longmg to engage. 
The numerous rabble was £:awn out 
Of sev'ral counties round about, 480 

From villaffes remote, and shires. 
Of east slnd western hemispheres : 
From foreign parishes and regions. 
Of difierent manners, speech, religions, 
Came men and mastiffs ; some to fight 485 
For fame and honour, some for sight. 
And now the field of death, the 11^ 
Were enter'd by antagonists, 
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And hlodd was ready to be broaeh'd. 
When Hudibras in haste approached, 490 

- With Squire and weapons, to attack '«m ; 
But first thus from his horse bespake ^em : 

What rage, O citizens ! what fury 
Doth jott to these dire actions hnny ? 
What (Bstram, what phrenetic mood, 495 

Makes yon thus lavidi of your blood. 
While tne proud Vies your trophies boast. 

And unreveng'd walks ghost? 

What towns, what garrisons might you 

With hazard of this blood subdue, 500 

Which now y' are bent to throw away 

In vain, untriun^jphable fray ! 

Shall saints in civil bloodshed wallow 

Of saints, and let the Cause lie fallow ? 

The Cause for which we fought and swore 505 

So boldly, shall we now give o'er? 

Theo, because quarrels still are seen 

With oaths and swearings to begin. 

The solemn League and Covenant 

Will seem a mere Grod-dam-me rant ; 510 

And we, that took it, and have fought, 

As lewd as drunkards that fJUl out. 

For as we make war for the kin^ 

Against himself^ the self-same tmng. 

Some will not stick to swear, we do 515 

For God and for religion too : 

For if bear-baiting we allow. 

What good can Reformation do ? 

The blood and treasure that's laid oat 

Is thrown away, and ffoes for noug)it. 520 

Are these the nuits o°th' Protestation, 

The prototype of Reformation, 

Which all the saints, and some, since martyrs, 

Wore in their hats like wedding garters, 

405. (Estnim Is not only a Greek word for madneioi 
bat signiflefl also a gad-bee or horse-fiy, that torments 
cattle in the summer, and makes them run about as if 
they were mad. 

SM. Borne few days after the king had accused the 
five members of treason in the House of Oommoofl, 
eat crowds of the rabble came down to Westminster- 
ill with printed copies of the Prote 
hats like favours. D 
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WhentwiMnMlT'dbyaithwHettift 5K5 

Six Memben quarrel to csponie? 

Did th^ for tlua draw down the xabUe^ 

With seal and luMaM formidable, 

And make all criee aJboat the towQ^ . . 

Join throats to ery the bishops downi 590 

Who having round begut the palao^ 

(As once a month they do the gallowsO 

As memben ffave the sign about. 

Set up tiiabr uuroats with hideous abonL 

When liiikers bawPd aloud to settle 535 

tfhnrch discipline, for patching kettle : 

No sow«gelder did blow his horn 

To. geld a cat, but cryM Refonn. 

Xhe ojTster-women lockM their fish up, 
nd tradg'd away, to cry, No bishop. 540 

The mousetrap-men laid save-alls by. 
And Against evl counsellors did cir- 
Bothers left old clothes in tlie lurch, 
And fell to turn and patch the chuich. 
Some cry'd the Covenant instead 545 

Of pudden-pies and ginffer-bread ; 
And some for brooms, old boots and shoe^ 
BawPd out to purge the Commons' Hoiwd^ 
Instead of kitohen-stuff, some cry, 
A gospel-preaching ministry ; 550 

And some, for old suits, coats, or cloak, 
No surplices nor Service-book. 
A strange harmonious inclination 
Of all degrees to Reformation. 
And is this all? Is this the end 555 

To wliich these turr 'iu-.s uu did tend? 
Hath public faith, like a young heir. 
For tills ta'en up all sorts of ware, 

525. The six members were the Lord KimboHon, Mr. 
Pym, Mr. HoIUa, Mr. Hampden, Sir Arthur Haslertg, 
and Mr. Stroud, whom Uie king ordered to be appre- 
hended, and their papers seized ; cliarging them of plot- ' 
Ung with the Scots, and fevouring the late tumults ; but 
the House voted aga'irst the arrest of thtir peritons or 
papers ; whereupon the king having preferred ariiciea 
against those members, he went with his guard to tlie , 
House to demaud them : but tluiy, having noUce, with ' . 
drew. , 
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And nm int^ eyety tradennaii^a hook^ 

TU both tuniM buArapts, and are hr^kbi 5S0 

Did Mints foi^ thie bring in fhnr ptato. 

And crowd a» ^they eame too late? 

For when they thought the Cause had need on^ 

Happy was lie that could be rid ont. 

Dm they coin piss-pots, bowls, and flagons, 565 

Int' officers of horse and dragoons) 

And into pikes and musqueteera 

Stamp beakers, cups, and porringers? 

A thimble, bodkin, and a spoon. 

Did start up living men as soon 570 

As in the furnace they were thrown, 

Just like the dE|gon'8 teeth b'inc^ sown. 

Then was the Cause of gold and plate, 

The brethren's off rings, consecrate, 

Like th' Hebrew calf, and down b^fbre it 575 

The saints fell prostrate to adore it : 

8o say the wi(»^ — and will you 

Make that sarcasmus scandal true. 

By running after dogs and bears, 

jwasts more unclean than calves or steers ? 580 

Have ^ow'rful preachers ply*d their tongues, 

And laid themselves out and their lungs ; 

Us'd all means, both direct and sinister, 

r th' power of gospel-preaching' minister? 

Have they invcmted tones to wm 585 

The women, and make them draw in 

The men, as Indians with a fbmale 

Tame elephant inveigle the male ? 

Have they told Prov'dence what it must do, 

M^om to avoid, and whom to trust to ? 590 

Discovered th' enemy's design, 

And which way best to countermine ? 

Prescrib'd wiiat ways it bath to work, 

Or it wiM'ne'er advance the kirk ? 

Told itffbe news o' th' last express, 595 

And Biter good or bad success 

Made prayers, not eo like petitions 

As overtures and propositions 

578. Abusive or iiiKulting had been better; bnt oor 
' Knight believed the learned languages mora eenvenisnt 
to understand in than hii own mother-tongua 
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(gndi as Uie aimy did praeeDt 

To thdr creator, th' Parliament,) 000 

In which they fiedy will confeas 

They will not, cannot, aoqaiesce, 

Unless the work be cany'd on 

In the same way they have begun, 

By setting church and common-weal 605 

All on a flame, bright as their zeal. 

On which the saints were all agog, 

And all this for a bear and dog f 

The Parliament drew up petitions 

To Hself, and sent them, like commissions, 610 

To well-affected persons down, 

In ev^ry city and great town. 

With powV to levy horse and Aen, 

Only to bring them back agen ; 

For this did many, many a mile, 615 

Ride manfully in rank and file. 

With papers m their hats, th^ shewM 

As if they to the pillory rode. 

Have idl these courses, tliese efforts, 

Been tryM by people of all sorts, 620 

VeUs et remis, omnibus nervis. 

And all t* advance the Cause's service ? 

And shall all now be thrown away 

In petulant intestine firay ? 

Shall we that in the Cov'nant swoie, 625 

Each man of us to run before 

Another, still in Reformation, 

Give doffs and bears a dispensation ? 

How wiU dissenting brethren relish it? 

What will malignants say ? videlicet, 630 

That each man swore to do his best. 

To damn and perjure all the rest ! 

And bid the devil take the hindmost, 

Whidi at this race is like to win most 

They 11 say our business, to reform 635 

The^ church and state, is but a worm ; 

For to subscribe, unsight, unseen. 

To an unknown chuich-discipline. 

What is it else, but before-hand 

T* engage, and after understand ? 640 
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For when we swore to cany on 

1%e present Reformation, 

According to the purest mode 

Of churches best reformM abroad. 

What did we else but make a yow 645 

To do we know not what, nor how? 

For no three of us will agree 

Where or what churches these should be ; 

And is indeed the self-same case 

l^th theirs that swore et ctetoras : 650 

Or the French league, in which men row'd 

To fight to the last drop of blood. 

These slanders will be thrown upon 

The cause and work we carry on. 

If we permit men to run headlong 655 

T* exorbitances fit for bedlam, 

Rather than gospel-walking times, 

Whoi sliffhtest sms are greatest crimes. 

But we the matter so shall handle. 

As to remoye that odious scandal, 660 

In name of King and Parliament, 

I charge ye all no more foment 

This reud, but keep the peace between 

Tour brethren and your countrymen ; 

And to those places straight repaur 665 

Where your respectiye dwellings are. 

But to that purpose first surrender 

The Fiddler, as the prime ofiTonder, 

The incendiary yile, that is chief 

Anther and engineer of mischief; 670 

649. The Conyocation, in one of the short Parlia- 
Bents, that luhered in the long one (as dwarft are went 
to do knighte-errant,) made an oath to be taken 1^ die 
cleqy foroboervinff canonical obedience ; in which they 
eqjirfned their bremren, out of the abundance of their 
comciences, to swear articles with, &c. 

651. The holy league in France, designed and made fat 
the eztirpatioa of the Protestant religion, was the prij^- 
nal, oat of which the solemn league and covenant ha« 
wasCwith thediffereuce onlyof circumstances)nKMtfalth> 
fully tranfcribed. Nor did the success of both differ more 
than the intent and purpose : for after the destruction of 
yast numbers of people of all soru, both ended with the 
murder of twokinga, whom they had both sworn todefend: 
and as our covenanters swore every man to run one b»> 
fore another,in the way of reformation, so did theFrenc^ 
la the holy league, to fight to the last drop of btood. 
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That makes diTnion between frten^ 
For profane and malignant ends. 
He, and that engine, of vile noise, 
On which ille^uy he plajs, 
Shall (dictum factum) both be brought 67S, 
To condign punishment, as ther oo^fat* 
This must be done ; and I would tkm eet 
Mortal so sturdy as to gainsay : 
For then 111 take another course. 
And soon reduce you all by force. 680 

This said, he dappM his hand on sword, 
To shew he meant to keep his word. 
But Talgol, who had long sut^>rest 
Inflamed wrath in glowing oreast. 
Which now beean to n^ and born as €85 
Implacably as name in ramaoe. 
Thus answer'd him : — ^Thou Terrain wretdied 
As e^er in measled pork was hatched ; 
Thou tail of worship, that dost grow 
On rump of justice as of cow ; 690 

How dar^st thou, with that sullen luggage 
O' thyself, old ir'n, and other baggage. 
With which thy steed of bones and leather 
Has broke his wind in halting hither ; 
How durst th^ I say, adventure thus 695 

T' oppose ihy luraoer against usf 
Could thine impertinence find out 
No work t* employ itself about. 
Where thou, secure from wooden Mow, 
Thy busy vanity might'st shew ? 700 

Was no dispute a-foot between 
The caterwauling brethren ? 
No subtle question raised among 
Those out-o^-their wits, and those 1' th' wrong? 
No vme between those combatants 705 

O* th* times, the land and water saints ; 
WhssB thou mighrst strickle without hazard 
Of outrage to thy hide and mazzard ; 
And not for want of business come 
To us to be so troublesome, 710 

To interrupt our better sort 
Of disputants, and spoil our sport? 
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Wm there bo fekwiT, no bawd, 
Cut-purse, ao burglary abroad ? 
No stolen pig, nor plunder'd goose, 715 

Td tie thee up from breaking loose? 
No ale unlicens'd, broken hedge, 
For which thou statute might'st allege. 
To keep thee busy from fbul evil. 
And shame due to thee from the devil ? 720 
Did no committee sit, where he 
Might cut out journey-work for thee? 
And set th' a task with subornation. 
To stitoh up sale and sequestration ; 
To cheat, with holiness and zeal, 795 

All parties, and Uie common weal ? 
Much better had it been for thee, 
H' had kept thee where th' art us'd to be ; 
Or sent th' on bus'ness any whither. 
So he had never brought thee hither. 730 

But if th' hast brain enough in skull 
To keep itself m lodging whole, 
And not provoke the rage of stones 
And cudgels to thy hide and bones. 
Tremble, and vanish, while thou may'st, 735 
Which I'll not promise if thou stay'st. 
At this the Knight grew high in wroth. 
And lifting hands and eyes up both. 
Three times he smote on stomach stout. 
From whence at length these words broke out : 
Was^ for this entitled Sir, 740 

And ffirt with trusty sword and spur. 
For fame and honour to wage battle. 
Thus to be brav'd by foe to cattle? 
Not all that pride that makes thee swell 745 
As big thou dost blown-up veal ; 
Nor all thy tricks and sleights to cheat. 
And sell thy carrion for good meat ; 
Not all thy magic to repair 
Decay'd old age in tough lean ware ; 750 

Make nat'ral death appear thy work. 
And stop the gangrene in stale pork ? 
Not all fliat force that makes thee proud. 
Because by buUock ne'er withttood; 
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Though annM with all thy deavera, knhFeB, 79S 

And axes made to hew down lives, 

Shall save or help thee to evade 

The hand of Justice, or his blade. 

Which I, her sword-bearer do carry, 

For civil deed and military. / 760 

Nor shall those words of venom base. 

Which thou hast from their native place, 

Thy stomach pumpVl to fling on me, 

€ro unrevengM, though I am free : 

Thou down the same throat shalt devour 'em. 

Like tainted beef, and pav dear for 'em. 765 

Nor shall it e'er be said, that wiffht 

With gantlet blue, and bases wmte. 

And round blunt truncheon by his side, 

So mat a man at arms defy^d 770 

Wifli words far bitter than wormwood. 

That would in Job or Grizel stir mood. 

Dogs with their tongues their wounds do heal; 

But men with hands as thou shalt feel. 

This said, with hasty rage he snatched 775 
His gun-shot, that in holsters watched ; 
And oending cock, he levell'd full 
Against th' outside of TalffoVs skull : 
Vowing that he should neer stir further. 
Nor henceforth cow nor bullock murther. 780 
But Pallas came in shape of rust. 
And 'twixt the spring and hammer thrust 
Her Gorgon shield, which made the cock 
Stand stuf, as 'twere transform'd to stock. 
Meanwhile fierce Talgol, ffath^nnpr might, 785 
With rugged truncheon cnargM the Knight ; 
But he with petronel upheav'd, 
Instead of shield, the blow receivM. 
The gun recoird, as well it might. 
Not usM to such a kind of fight, 79? 

And shrunk from its great master^s gripe, 
Knock'd down and stunnM by mortal stripe. 
Then Hudibras, with furious haste. 
Drew out his sword ; yet not so fast. 
But Talgol first,with hardy thwack, . 795 
Twice bruised his head, and twice his back. 
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Bat when hb i»it4>rewB iword ww ^ut 
With itomadi huge he laid ebout, 
Imprintiiiff many a woond upon 
His mortu foe, the truncheon. 600 

The trtis^ cudgel did oppose 
Iteelf against dead-doing mows, 
To guutl its leader from fell bane, 
Ana then reveng'd its^ again. 
And thou|^ the sword (some understood) 805 
In force had much the odds of wood, 
'Twas nothing so ; both rides were balanc'd 
80 equal, none knew which was yaliant^st : 
For wood with honour blng engag'd. 
Is so implacably enra^M, 810 

Thooffh iron hew antTifianffle sore. 
Wood wounds and bruises honour more. 
And now both knights were out of breath, 
TirM in the hot pursuit of death ; 
WhUe all the rest amaz'd stood still, 815 

Expecting which should take or kilL 
' This Humbras obaery'd ; and fieiUng 
Conquest should be so long a getting. 
He drew up all hiis force into 
One body, and that into one blow. 890 

But Talffol wisely avoided it 
By cunmng sleignt ; for bad it hit, 
Tlie upper part of him the blow 
Had mX as sore as that below. 

MeanwhUe th' incomparable CoioBf 825 
To aid his 6iend, beg^n to fall on. 
Him Ra^h encounter'd, and straight grew 
A dismal combat 'twixt them two : 
Th* one armM with metal, th^ other with wood ; 
This fit for bruise, and that for Uood. 830 

Wilh many a stiJOT thwack, mi^y a bang. 
Hard crab-tree and old iron nuiff ; 
While none that saw them could diyine 
To which ride^nquest would indioe. 
Until Magnandi who did enyy 835 

That two should with so many men yie. 
By subtle stratagem of brain, 
Verform?d what force could oe'tDr attain ; 
D2 
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For he, by fotd hap, having found 

Where tlusUet grew on bwren ground, 840 

In haste he drew his weapon out. 

And haying croppM them from the root, 

He clapp'd them underneath the tail 

Of steed, with pricks as sharp as naiL 

The angry beast did straight resent 845 

The wron£ done to his fundament ; 

Be^an to Eick, and fling, and wince. 

As if h^ had been beside hb sense, 

Striving to disengage from thistle. 

That gaird him sorely under his tail : 850 

Instead of which, he threw the pack 

Of Squire and ba^gag^e from his back ; 

And blundering still with smarting runip. 

He gave the ^iiffht*s steed such a thump 

As made him reel. The Knight did stoop, 855 

And sat on further side aslope. 

This Talgol viewing, who had now 

By sleight escaped Vie fatal blow. 

He rally'd, and again fell to't ; 

For catching foe by nearer foot, 860 

He lifted with such miffht and strength. 

As would have hurFd him thrice his lengrth. 

And dash'd his brains (if any) out : 

But Mars, that still protects the stout, 

In pudding-time came to his aid, 865 

And under him the bear conveyM ; 

The bear, upon whose soft fur-gown 

The Knight with all his weight fell down. 

The friendly rug preserved the ground. 

And headlong Knight, from bruise or wound : 

Like feather-bed betwixt a wall 870 

And heavy brunt of cannon-ball. 

As Sancho on a blanket fell. 

And had no hurt, ours farM as well 

In body ; though his mighty spirit, 

B^ing heavy, did not so well bear it. 

The Dear was in a greater fright. 

Beat down and worsted by the Knight. 

He roarM, and raffM, and flung about, 

'^o shake off bondage from his snout. 880 
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His wrath inflam'd boil'd o*er, and from 

His jaws of death ho threw the foam : 

"Fury in stranger postures threw him, 

And more than herald ever drew him. 

He tore the earth which he had sav^d 885 

From sqnelch of Knight, and stormM and rav'd, 

And vex'd the more because the harms 

He felt were 'gainst the law of arms : 

For men he always took to be 

His fHends, and doffs the enemy; , 890 

Who never so much hurt. had done him. 

As his own side did falling on him. 

It griev'd him to the guts that they 

For whom h' had fought so many a fray. 

And servM with loss of blood so long, 695 

Should offer such inhuman wrong ; 

Wronff of unsoldier-Iike condition : 

For which he flung down his commission ; 

And laid about him, till his nose 

From thrall of ring and cord broke loose. 900 

Soon as he felt himself enlarff''d. 

Through thickest of his foes he charged, 

And made way through th^ amazed crew ; 

Some he overran, and some overthrew. 

But took none ; for by hasty flig^ht 905 

He strove t^ escsipe pursuit of luiiffht; 

From whom he ned with as much nastfi 

And dread as he the rabble chasM. 

in haste he fled, and so did they ; 

Each and his fear a several way. 910 

Crowdero only kept the field ; 
Not stirring from the place he held, 
Thouffh beaten down and wounded sore, 
r th^ fiddle, and a leg that bore 
One side of him; not that of bone, 915 

But much its better, th* wooden one. 
He spying Hudibras lie strow'd 
Upon the ground, like log of wood. 
With firight of fall, suppcMed wound. 
And loss of urine, in a swound, 920 

In haste he snatch'd the wooden limb, 
That hurt V th' ankle lay by him, 
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And fitting it for iodden fiffht, 

Straight drew it up t* sttaok the Knight ; 

For getting op on ttamp and buckle, 9^$ 

He with the foe began to buckle i 

Vowing to be revenged for breach 

Of crowd and skin upon the wretch. 

Sole author of all detriment 

He and hii fiddle underwent. 930 

But Ralpho (who had now begun 
T' adventure resurrection 
From heavy squelch, and had got up 
Upon his legs, with spnuned crup) 
Looking alraut, beheld pemicion 935' 

Approaching Knifi4it from fell musioiail. 
He snatckM his wninyard up, that fled 
When he was falling off his steed 
(As rats do from a ndHng house,) 
To hide itself from rage of blows ; 940 

Ai)d, wingM with speed and fury, flew 
To rescue Knight from black and blue ; 
Which ere he could achieve, his sconce 
Tlie leg encountered twice and once; 
And now *twas raisM to smite agen, 945 

When Ralpho thrust himself between. 
He took the blow upon his arm. 
To shield the Kniffht from further harm ; 
And, joinioff wrau with force, bestowM 
On th* wooden member such a load, 950 

That down it fell, and with it bore 
Crowdero, whom it proppM before. 
To him the Squire right nimbly run. 
And setting conquering foot upon 
His trunk, thus spoke : What despVate frenzy 
Made thee (thou whelp of rin !) to fancy 92»6 
Thyself, and ail that coward rabble, 
T' encounter us in battle able ? 
How durst th*, I say, oppose thy curship 
'Gainst arms, authority and worship? 960 
And Hudibras or me provoke. 
Though all thy limbs were hearth oak. 
And th' other half of thee as good 
To bear out Uows, as that ofwood? 
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Could not the wbippmgwpogt prayaily 96ft 

With all its ibet'iic, nor the jail. 

To keep from flawing scourge thj aiun. 

And ankle free irom iron gm ? 

Which now thou shalt — But first our care 

Must see how Hudibras doth fare. 970 

This said, he gently nus'd the Knight, 

And set hiln on his bum u(>right 

To rouse him firom lethargic dump, 

Hetweak'dhisnose; wito gentle thump 

Knocked on bis breast, as iTt had been 975 

To raise the spirits lodg'd within. 

They, wakenM with the noise, did fly 

From inward room to window eye ; 

And gently opening lid, the casement, 

liOokM out, but yet with some amazement. 980 

ThU gladded Ralpbo much to see, 

Who thus bespoke the Knight : quoth he, 

Tweaking his nose, Tou are, great Sir, 

A self-denying conqueror ; 

As high, yictorious, and great, 98»^ 

As e'er fought for the churches yet 

If you will give yourself but leave 

To make out what y' already have ; 

That's victory. The foe, for dread 

Of your nine- worthiness, is fled ; 990 

All, save Crowdero, for whose sake 

You did th' espous'd cause undertake ; 

And he lies pns'ner at your feet. 

To be disposed as vou think meet ; 

Either for Ufe, or death, or sale, 995 

The gallows, or perpetual jail ; 

For one wink ofyour pow'rfld eye 

Must sentence him to live or die. 

His fiddle is your proper purchase. 

Won in the service or the churches : 1000 

And by your doom must be allowed 

To be, or be no more, a crowd. 

For though success did not confer 

Just title on the conqueror ; 

Though dispensations were not strong 1005 

C(ai6lu8i<m8 whether right or wrong $ 
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Although eat-going did confinn, 

And owning were but a mere term; 

Tet as thd wicked have no right 

To th' creature, though usurpM by might, 1010 

The property is in the saint, 

From whom th' injuriously detain *t; 

Of him they hold their luxuries. 

Their dogs, their horses, whores, and dice, 

Their riots, revels, masks, delights, 1015 

Pimps, buffoons, fiddlers, parasites ; 

All which the saints have title to. 

And ought V enjoy, if th' had their due. 

What we take from them is no more 

Than what was ours by right before ; 1020 

For we are their true landlords still. 

And they our tenants but at wilL 

At this the Knight began to rouse, 

And by desprees grow valorous. 

He star'd Sbont, and seeing none 1035 

Of all his foes remain but one. 

He snatchM his weapon, that lay near him. 

And from the ^ound began to rear him ; 

Vowing to make Crowdero pay 

For all the rest that ran away. 1030 

But Ralpho now, in colder blood. 

His fury mildly thus withstood ; 

Great Sir, quoth he, your miffhty spmi 

Is raisM too high : this slave does merit 

To be the hangman's business, sooner 1035 

Than from your hand to have the honour 

Of his destruction. I, that am 

A nothingness in deed and name. 

Did scorn to "hurt hiti forfeit carcass, 

Or ill intreat his fiddle or case : 1040 

Will vou, great Sir, that glory blot 

In cold blood, which yoagainM in hotf 

Will you employ your conq'ring sword 

To break a nddle and your woni? 

For though I fought, and overcame, 1045 

And quarter gave, 'twas in your name. 

For great commanders only own 

"^^hat's prosperous by the soldier done. 
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To saye, where you have pow'r to kill, 

Arguee your pow'r above your will ; 1050 

And that your wiU and powV have lea 

Than both mi^t have of selfishneBS. 

This pow'r wmch, now alive, with dread 

He trembles at, if he were dead 

WouM no more keep the slave in awe, 1055 

Than if you were a knight of straw: 

For death wou^d then fa^ his conqueror, 

Not you, and free him from that terror. 

If danger from his life accrue, , 

Or honour from his death, to you, 1060 

'Twere policy and honour too, 

To do as you resolvM to do ; 

But, Sir, 'twould wrong your valour much. 

To say it needs or fears a crutch. 

Great conquerors greater glory gain 1065 

Bv foes in triumph led, than slain : 

The laurels that adorn their brows 

Are pull'd from living, not dead boughs, 

And living foes : the greatest ftune 

Of cripple slain can be but lame. 1070 

One half bim^s alreadv slain. 

The other is not worth your pain ; 

Th' honour can but on one side light, 

As worship did, when y' were dubb'd knight. 

Wherefore I think it better far 1075 

To keep him prisoner of war. 

And let him fast in bonds abide. 

At court of justice to be try'd ; 

Where, if he appear so bold and crafty, 

There may be danger in his safety. 1080 

If anv member there dislike 

His &ce, or to his beard have pique ; 

Or if his death will save or yield 

Revenue or fright, it is reveal'd, 

Thou^ he has quarter, ne'er the less 1085 

T' have power to hang him when you please. 

This has been oflen done by some 

Of our great conqVors, you know whom; 

And has by most of us been held 

Wise justice, and to some reveal'd : 109^ 

Digitized by Google 



S4 mjtijmAs 

For words tad promiseiL that jckt 

The conqueror, are qnicUy broke; 

Like Samson^B cuSk, though by his own 

PirectioB and advice put on. 

For if we should fi^t for the Cause 1095 

By rules of mHitary laws, 

And only do what they call just. 

The Cause would quickly fall to dust 

This we amonf ourselyes may speak; 

But to the wicked, or the weak, 1100 

We must be cautious to declare 

Perfection-truths, such as these are. 

This said, the high, ontraffeous mettle 
Of Eniffht began to cool and settle. 
He lik'd the Squire^s advice, and soon 1105 
ResolvM to see the business done ; 
And therefore chaigM him first to bind 
Crowdero^s hands on rump behind, 
And to its former place and use 
The wooden member to reduce ; 1110 

But force it take an oath before, 
Ne'*er to bear arms against him more. 

Ralpho dispatchea with speedy haste. 
And havmjif tyM Crowdero fast. 
He gave ^ Knight the end of cord, 11 15 

To wad the eaptive of his sword 
In triumph, whM the steeds he caught. 
And them to further service broug^ 
The Squire in state rode on before. 
And on his nut-brown wfainyard bore 1190 
The trophy4iddle and the case. 
Leaning on shoulder like a mace. 
The Knight himself did after ride, 
Leading Crowdero by his side; 
And towM him if he la^M bdiind, 1125 

Like boat against the tide and wind. 
Thus grave and solemn thev marchM on 
Until qmte thro^ the town th* had ffone ; 
At ibrther end of which there stands 
An ancient castle, that commands ] 190 

Th* adjacent parts : in aH the fabric 
Vott shall not see one stone nor a briek: 
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Bat all of wood ; by powVfol spell 

Of mafic made impregnable. 

There^ neither iron-bar nor gate, 1135 

Portcullia, chain, nor bolt, nor ^te, 

And yet men durance there abide. 

In dungeon scarce three inches wide ; 

With roof so low, that under it 

They never stand, but lie or sit ; 1140 

And yet so foul, that whoso 's in. 

Is to the middle-leg in prison ; 

In circle magica\ confinM, 

With walls of subtle air and wind. 

Which none are able to break through, 1145 

Until theyVe freed by head of borough. 

Thither arrivM, th* advent'rous Kniffht 

And bold Squire from their steeds aught 

At th' outward wall, near which there stands 

A bastile, built to imprison hands ; 1150 

By strange enchantment made to fetter 

The lesser parts, and free the greater ; 

For thouffh the body may creep through, 

The hands in grate are fast enough : 

And when a circle 'bout the wrist 1155 

Is made by beadle exorcist. 

The body feels the spur and switch. 

As if 'twere ridden post by witch 

At twenty miles an hour pace, 

And yet neler stirs out of the place. 1160 

On top of this there is a spire. 

On which Sir Knight first bids the Squire 

The fiddle and its spoils, the case. 

In manner of a trophy place. 

That done, they ope the trap-door gate, 1165 

AndHet Crowdero down thereat ; 

Crowdero making doleful face. 

Like hermit poor in pensive place. 

To dungeon they the wretch commit, 

And the sarvivor of his feet : 1170 

But th' other, that had broke the peace 

And head of knighthood they release ; 

Though a delinquent false and forged, 

Tet, being a stranger he's enlarged. 



DyN^nUV^JVlC 



61 HUDIBRAB. 

While hii comrade, that did no hurt, IHS 
b clappM up fiist IB prioon forH. 
80 Justice, while the winks at crimia) 
Stumbles on innocence aometimes. 
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The 8catter*d root return and rail/, 
Surround the place ; the Knight ocHLh uXif, 
And ii made prisoner : then Uiey lefze 
Th* enchanted fort by storm, release 
Crowdero, and put th' Squire in*8 plaoa. 
I should have first said uudibras. 

Ah me ! what perils do environ 
The man that meddles with cold iron ; 
What pla^y misdiiefs and mishaps 
Do dog hmi still with after-claps ! 
For though dame Fortmie seem to amile 5 
And leer upon him for awhile, 
. Shell after show him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 
This any man may sing or say, 
I' th' dittv call'd, What if a Dav ? 10 

For Hudibras, who thought h' had won 
The field, as certain as a eim ; 
And, having routed the whole troop, 
With victorv was codc-a-hoop ; 
Thinking^ h^had done enough to purdiaae 15 
Thankflgiving-day ainonff the churches, 
Wherein his mettie, and Brave worth, 
Miffht be explainM by Holder-forth, 
And register'd, by fame eternal, 
In deathless pag[es of diurnal ; 90 

Found in few mmutes, to his cost. 
He did but count without his host ; 
And that a tumstUe is more certain 
Than, in events of war, dame Fortune. 

For now the late faint hearted rout, 35 

Overthrown, and scattered round about, 
ChaaM by the horror of their fear, 
^>om bloody fray of Knight and Betr 
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(AH but the dofi, who, in ponnit 

OfthoKmgfat's victory, gtood tot, 30 

And most ignobly ibught to get 

The honour of hui blood and sweat,) 

Seinff the coast was free and clear 

O' tlT conquerM and the conqneror, 

Took heart again, and facM about, 35 

As if they meant to stand it out : 

For by this time the routed Bear, 

AttacVd by th' enemy i' th' rear, 

Finding their number j^w too great 

For him to make a sate retreat, 40 

Like a bold chieftain, facM about ; 

But wisely doubting to hold out, 

Gave way to fortune, and ¥dth haste 

FacM the proud foe, and fled, and fke^d ; 

Retiring still, imtil he found 45 

H' had got the advantage of the ground ; 

And then as valiantly made head 

To check the foe, and forthwith fled ; 

Leaving no art untrv'd, nor thck 

Of warrior stout and politic, 50 

Until, in spite of hot pursuit, 

He gain'd a pass, to hold dispute 

On better terms, and stop the course 

Of the proud foe. With all his force 

He bravely charg'd, and for a while 55 

Forc'd their whole body to recoil ; 

But still their numbers so increased. 

He found himself at length oppressed ; 

And all evasions so uncertain. 

To save himself for better fortune, 60 

That he resolv'd, rather than yield. 

To die with honour in the field. 

And sell his hide and carcase at 

A price as high and desperate 

As e'er he could. This resolution 65 

He forthwith put in execution. 

And bravely threw himself among 

The enen^, i' th' greatest throng ; 

But what could single valour do 

Against so numerous a fo« 70 
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Tet mach he did, indeed too much 

To be believM, where th' odds were ffuoh. 

But one against a multitude 

Is more than mortal can make good : 

For while one party he oppos'd, 75 

His rear was truddenly inclosed ; 

And no room left him for retreat. 

Or fight afi^ainst a foe so great. 

For now the mastiffs, charging home, 

To blows and handy gripes were come : 80 

While manfully himself he bore. 

And setting his right foot before, 

He rais'd lumsdf, to show how tall 

His person was above them all. 

This equal shame and envy stirred 85 

In th' enemy, that one should \ieaxd 

So many warriors, and so stout, 

As he had done^ and stavM it out. 

Disdaining to lay down his arms, 

And jdeld on honourable terms. 90 

l^nraged thus, some in the rear 

AttackM him, and some ov'ry where. 

Till down he fell ; yet falling fought, 

And, bein^ down, still laid aJ^out; 

As Widdrmffton, in dolefb) dumps, 95 

Is said to fi^t upon his stumps. 

But all, alas ! had been in vain. 
And he inevitably slain. 
If Trulla and Cordon, in the nick. 
To rescue him had not been quick ; ' 100 
For Trulla, who was light of foot 
As shafts which long-field Parthians shoot, 
(But not so light as to be borne 
Upon the ears of standing com, - 
Or trip it o'er the water quicker 105 

Than witches, when their staves they liquor. 
As some report,) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng: 
There pitying the vanquish^ bear, 
She caU'd to Cordon, who stood near, 110 
Viewmg the bloody fight ; to whom. 
Shall we (quoth she) stand stiU hym-dmn^ 



, ViV^'^^JVlV^ 



PART L-CANTO IE. G9 

And 860 ■toat Brain all alone, 

By nombeiB basely overthrown ? 

Such feats already h' had achieved, US 

In story not to be believed ; 

And Hwoald to us be shame enough. 

Not to attempt to fetch him off. 

I would (quoth be) venture a limb 

To second thee, and rescue him ; 130 

But then we must about it straight. 

Or else our aid will come too late. 

Quarter he scorns, he is so stout. 

And therefore cannot lon^ hold out*, 

This said, they wavM their weapons round 125 

About their heads, to clear the ground ; 

And joining forces, laid about 

So fiercely, that th' amazed rout 

TurnM tail again, and straight begun, 

As if the devil drove, to run. 130 

Meanwhile th'approachM the place where Bruin 

Was now en^agM to mortal ruin. 

The conqu'rmg foe they soon assaiPd; 

First Trulla stav'd, and Cerdon tail'd, 

Until their mastiffs loosed their hold : 135 

And yet, a]as ! do what they could. 

The worsted bear came off with store 

Of bloody wounds, but all before : 

For as Achilles, dijptin pond. 

Was anabaptizM free fVom wound, 140 

Made proof against dead-doing steel 

All over, but the Pagan heel ; 

So did our champion^s arms defend 

All of him, but the other end. 

His head and ears, which, in the martial 145 

Encounter, lost a leathern parcel : 

For as an Austrian archduke once 

Had one ear (which in ducatoons 

Is half the coin) in battle parM 

Close to his head, so Bruin farM ; 150 

134. Staving and trailing are terms of art used in the 
Bear-Garden. and signify there only the parting of dogi 
and bears : though they are used metaphorically in se- 
veral other profeflsions for moderating ; as law, divi- 
nity, hectoriug, A«. 
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Bat tng^VI and puflM tm th' ofheriM^ 

Like sonr'ner newly cnioifi'd ; 

Or like the kte corrected leAtheni 

Ears of the circumcieed brethren. 

But gentle Trulla into th' ring 156 

He wore in's nose, convey'd a itrinff. 

With which she mareh'd before, ana had 

The warrior to a grassy bed. 

As authors write, in a cool shade, 

Which eglantine and roses made ; 1G9 

Close by a sofUy murmuring stream. 

Where l^^^ers usM to loU and cheam. 

There leaving him to his repose, 

Secured from pursuit of foes, " 

And wanting nothing but a song, Itt 

And a well-tunM theorbo hung 

Upon a bough, to ease the pain 

lus tugg'd ears suffered, with a strain, 

They both drew up, to march in quest 

Of ms great leader and the rest 170 

For;lV«hi (who was more renown'd 
For stout malntaining^of his ground 
In standing fight, tbsm for pursuit, 
As being not so quick of foot). 
Was not*loAg, able to keep pace 175 

With others thtft pursued the chase ; 
But found himself left far Ji>ehind, 
Both out of heart and out of wind : 
GrievM to behold his bear pursuM 
So basely by a uniltitude ; 180 

And like to fall, not by the proweeo, 
But numbers of his coward foes. 
He rag'd and kept as heayy a ooil as 
Stout Hercules for loss of Hylas ; 
Forcing the valleys to repeat 189 

The accents of ms sad ngreU 
He beat his breast, and tore his haii^ 
For loss (^ his dear crony bear ; 

ISa Prya, Bastwick, and Barton, who laid down 
their ears as proxies for tbeir profesaion of the god^ 
party, not loof after maintained their right and title to 
the pillory to be aa good and lawful as thein who flat 
of all took poflsoasioaof it la their e 
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That EdiAf from the hollow ground, 

His doleful wailmgB did resound 190 

More wistfully, by rnanj times. 

Than in small poets Bi>lay-foot rhymes^ 

Hiat make her, in their rueful stories, 

To answer to int'rogatories. 

And most unconscionably depose . 195 

To things of which she nothing knows ; 

And when she has said all she can say, 

Tis wrested to the lover^s fancy. 

Quoth he, O whither, wicked Bruin, 

Art thou fled? to my— Echo, Ruin. 900 

I thought th' hadst scomM to budge a step 

For fear. Quoth Echo, Marry goep. 

Am not I here to take thy part? 

Then what has quail'd thy stubborn heart? 

Have these boiies rattled, and this head 205 

So often in thy quarrel bled ? 

Nor did I ever winch or grudffe it. 

For thy dear sake. Quoth £e. Mum budget. 

Think^st thou HwUl not be laid i' th' dish 

Thou tum'dst thy back ? Quoth Echo, Pish. 210 

To run from those th' hadst overcome 

Thus cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum. 

But what a vengeance makes thee fly 

From me, too, as thine enemy ? 

Or if thou hast no thought of me, 215 

Nor^what I have endurM for thee, 

Tet shame and honour might prevail 

To keep thee thus from turning tail : 

For who would grudge to spend his blood in 

His honour's cause ? Quoth she, A puddin. 220 

This said, his grief to anger tum'd. 

Which in his manly stomach bum'd ; 

Thirst of revenge, and wrath, in plaos 

Of sorrow, now began to blaze. 

He vow'd the authors of his wo 225 

Should equal vengeance undergo ; 

And with their bones and flesh pay dear 

For what he suflerM, and his bear. 

This b'ing resolv'd, with equal speed 

And rage he hasted to proceed 230 
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To action straLrht; and giving oW 

To search for Bruin any more, 

He went in quest of Hulnbras, 

To find him out, wherever he was : 

And, if he were above around vow*d S3S 

He'd ferret him, lurk where he would. 

But scarce had he a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone. 
When he encountered with that crew 
Whom Hudibras did late subdue. 240 

Honour, revenge, contempt, and shame, 
Did equally their breasts mflame. 
'Mon£ these the fierce Magnano was, 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras ; 
Cordon and Colon, warriors stout, 245 

And resolute, as dver foughf r 
Whom furious Orsin thus betake : 
Shall we (quoth he) thus basely brook 
The vile anront that paltry ass, 
And feeble scoundrel Hudibras, 250 

With that more paltry ragamuffin, 
Ralpho, with vapouring and huffing, 
Hav6 put upon us like tame catUe, 
As if Ui' had routed us in battle ! 
For my part, it shall ne'er be said, 25S 

I for the washing gave my head : 
Nor did I turn my back for fear 
O' th' rascals, but loss of my bear. 
Which now I'm like to undergo ; 
For whether those fell wounds, or no, 2G0 
He has receiv'd in fight, are mortal. 
Is more than all my skill can foretel ; 
Nor do I know what is become . 

Of him, more than the pope of Rome. 
But if I can but find them out 265 

That caus'd it (as I shall, no doubt, 
Where'er th' in hugger-mugfi^er lurk) 
ni make them rue their handy-work. 
And wish that they had rather darM 
To pull the devil by the beard. 370 

Quoth Cerdon, Noble Orsin, th* hast 
Gfeat reason to do as thou say'st, 
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And so has ev'iy bodj here, 

As well as thou hast or thy bear. 

Others may do as they see ffood : 075 

But if this twiff be made of wood 

That will holdtack, I'll make the fuf 

Fly 'bout the ears of that old cur ; 

And th' other mongrel vermm, Ralph, 

That brav'd us all in his behalf. 280 

Thy bear is safe, and-out of peril, 

Though lug^d indeed, and wounded very ill; 

Myself and Trulla made a shift 

To help him out at a dead lift ; 

And having brought him bravely off, 285 

Have left him where he's safe enough : 

Ihere let him rest; for if we stay. 

The slaves mav hap to get away. 
This said, th^ all engag'd to join 

Their forces m the same design ; 290 

Ayi^^I?^^*** put themselves in search 
Ut Hudibras upon their march. 
Where leave we them awhile, to tell- 
. What the victorious Knight befel : 
For such, Crowdero being fast 295 

In dungeon shut, we left him last. 
Triumphant laurels seem'd to grow 
No where so green as on his brow ; 
Laden with which, as well as tir'd 
With conquering toil he now retir'd 300 

Unto a neighb'ring castle by, 
To rest his body, and apply 
Fit med'cines to each glorious bruise 
He got m fight, reds, blacks, and blues; 
10 mollify the uneasy pang 305 

Of ev'ry honourable bang, 
Which b'ing by skilful midwife drest. 
He laid him down to take his rest. 
But all in vain. H' had got a hurt 
O* th' inside, of a deadlier sort, 310 

By Cupid made, who took his stand 
Iy>on a widow's jointure land 
(For he, in all his am'rous battles. 
No 'dvantage finds like goods and cHattels,) 
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Drew home his bow, tnd, aiimn^ i%lit, 351 

Let fly an arrow at the Knight : 

The shaft against a rib did glance, 

And ^9iVd him in the purtenance ; 

But time blidvsomewhat 'soagM his pain. 

After he found hit suit in vain. 390 

For that proud dame, for whom his soul 

-Was burnt m 's belly like a coal 

(That belly ^hich so oft did ake 

And sufibr gripmff for her sake, 

Till purging comfits and ants^-e^gs 335 

Had almost brought him off his legs,) 

Us'd him so like a base rascaUioo, 

That old Pyg-Kwhat d' f call him) malion, 

That cut his mistress out of stone, 

Had not so hard a hearted one. 330 

She had a thousand Jadish tricks. 

Worse than a mule that flings and kicks; 

'Mong which one cross-grainM freak she had| 

As insolent as strange and mad ; 

She could love none, but only such 385 

As Bcom'd and hated her as much. 

Twas a strange riddle of a lady : 

Not love, if any lov'd her ! Hey-dey ! 

So cowards never use their mueht. 

But against such as will not fight ; 340 

So some disease have been found 

Only to seize upon the sound. 

He that gets her by heart, must say her 

The back way, like a witch's prayer. 

Meanwhile the Knight had no small task 345 

To compass what he durst not ask. 

He loves, but dares not make the motion ; 

Her ignorance is his devotion;. 

338. PygmaUoB, king of Tyre, was the son of Mar- 
genuf, or Mechres, wbom'he succeeded, and lived 56 
. years, whereof he reigned 47. Dido, his sister, was to 
iMtve governed with him, bat it was pretended the sab^ 
Jects thought it not convenient. She married Bicbeos, 
who was tlra liing's ancle, and very rich ; wherefore be 
put him to death ; and Dido soon after departed the king- 
dom. Poets say, Pygmalion was punished for the hatied 
b e bore to women wltb tbe lore he had to a statue. 
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Like cutiff ^^ that, for mifldeed, 
Rides wiUi his ^oe to rmnp of steed, 350 

Or rommg teuU, be*8 fain to lore, 
Look one way, and another more ; 
'X>r like a tuoMer, that does plaj 
His ffame, and look another way, 
Untu he «eize upon the cony ; 355 

Just BO he does bv matrimony : 
But aU kk rain ; her subtle snont 
Did ouickly wind his meaning out ; 
Whidi she returned with too much soom 
To be by man of honour borne : 360 

Tet much he bore, until the ^JMtress 
He sufferMirom his spitefbl mistress ^ 

XAd stir his stomach ; and the pain 
Jie had endur'd from her disdain, ^ 

TurnM to regret so resolute, 365 

That he resoTv'd to waive his suit. 
And either to renounce her <^uite, 
Or for a while pla^ least in sight. 
This resolution b'lng put on. 
He kept some months, and more had done, 370 
But being brought so nigh by fate. 
The victory he achieved so hite 
Bid set his thoughts ag-og, and ope 
A door to dtsoontinuM hope, 
That seem'd to promise he might win 375 
His dame too, sow his hand was in ; 
And that his vidoar, and the honour 
H* had Aewly gain'd, might work upon her. 
These reasons made his mouth to water 
With amorous lon^ngs to be at her. 380 

Quoth he, unto himself. Who knows 
But this bra;fe conquest o W my foes 
May reach her heart, and make that stoop, 
-As I but now have forcM the troop ? 
If nothing can oppugn love, 385 

And virtue invions ways can prove, 
What may he not con&le to do 
^rkat brinoB both h>ve and virtue too ? 
Bat thou briiiff^st valour too and wit : . 
Two things that seldom fail to hit. ^ 
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Valour^fl a moose-trap, wit a giii« 

Which women oft are taken in. 

Then, Hudibras, why should'at thoa fiMur 

To be, that art a conqueror? 

Fortune th' audacious doth juvare, 395 

But lets the timidous miscarry. 

Then while the honour thou bast got 

Is spick and span new, piping hot. 

Strike her up bravely, mou hadst best, 

And trust thy fortune with the rest. 400 

Such thoughts as these the Knight did keep, 
More than his bangs or fleas, from sleep. 
And as an owl, ^at in a bam 
Sees a mouse creeping in the com, 
Sits still, and shuts his round blue eyes, 405 
As if he slept, until he spies 
The little beast within ms reach. 
Then starts, and seizes on the wretch ; 
So from his couch the Elnight did start 
To seize upon the widow's heart ; 410 

Crying with hasty tone, and hoarse, 
Ralpho, dispatch ; to horse, to horse. 
Ana 'twas but time ; for now the rout, 
We left engaged to seek him out. 
By speedy marches, were advanc'd 415 

Up to the fort, where he ensconced ; 
And all the avenues had possest 
About the place, from east to west 

That done, a while they made a halt, 
To view the ground, and where t' assault: ^M) 
Then calPd a council, which was best. 
By siege or onslau£^ht, to invest 
lihe enemy ; and 'twas agreed 
"By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
This b'ing resolv'd, in comely sort 425 

They now drew up t' attack the fort: 
When Hudibras, aibout to enter 
Upon another>ffates adventure. 
To Balpho caU^d aloud to arm. 
Not dreaming of approaching storm. 430 

Whether dame Fortune, or the care 
Of ange*l bad or tutelar, 

Digitized by Google 



PART L— CANTO EL 77 

Did arm, or thrust him on a dangler 

To which he was an utter stranger, 

That foresight might, or might not, blot 435 

The glory he had newly got ; 

Or to his shame it might he said, 

They took him napping in his bed ; 

To them we leave it to expound. 

That deal in sciences profound. 440 

His couMer scarce he had bestrid, 
And Ralpho that on which he rid, 
When setting ope the postern gate, 
Which they thought best to saUy at, 
The foe appearM, drawn up and drillM, 445 
Ready to charge them in the field. 
This somewhat startled the bold Knight, 
Surprised with th' unexpected si^ht : 
The bruises of his bones and flesh 
He thouffht began to smart afresh ; 450 

Till recollecting wonted courage, 
His fear was soon converted to ra^e, 
And thus he spoke : The coward foe 
Whom we but now gave quarter to, 
Look, vonder^s rally'd, and appears 455 

As if they had outrun their fears. 
The glory we did lately get. 
The Fates command us to repeat ; 
And to their wills we must succomb, 
Quocunque trahunt, His our doom. 460 

This is the same numeric crew 
Which we so lately did subdue ; 
The self-same individuals that 
Did run as mice do from a cat, 
When we courageously did wield 465 

Our martial weapons in the field. 
To tug for victorjr ; and when 
We shall our shininfir blades agen 
E^andish ui terror o er our heads. 
They 11 straight resume their wonted dread8.470 
Fear is an affue, that forsakes 
And haunts by fits those whom it takes ; 
And they'll opine they feel the pain 
And blows they felt to-day agam. 
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Then let oa boldLy diarge them home, 4ZS 
And make no doubt to overcome. 

This said, his courage to inflame,. 
He callM upon his mistress* name. 
His pistol next he cockM anew. 
And out his nut-brown whinyard drew ; 48(^ 
And, placing Ralpho in the front, 
ReservM himself to bear tlie brunt, 
As expert warriors use : then ply'd 
With iron heel his courser's side. 
Conveying sympathetic speed 485 

From heel of Knight to heel of steed. 

Meanwhile the foe, with equal rage 
And speed, advancing to engage ; 
Both parties now were drawn so cloae, 
Almost to come to handy-blows : 490 

When Orsin first let fly a stone 
At Ralpho ; not so huge a one 
As that which Diomeddid maul 
^neas on the bum withal ; 
Yet big enough, if rightly hurl'd, 495 

T' have sentTum to another world. 
Whether above ground, or below. 
Which saints twice dipt are destinM to. 
The danger startled the bold Squire, 
And made him some few steps retire ; 500 
But Hudibras advanced to* 'said. 
And rousM his spirits, half dismay'd. 
He, wisely doubting lest the shot 
Of th' enemy, now growing hot. 
Might at a distance gall, pressed dose, 505 
To come pell-mell to handy-blows. 
And, that he might their aun decline. 
Advanced still in an oblique line; 
But prudently forbore to fire. 
Till breast to breast he had got nigher, 510 
As expert warriors use to do 
When hand to hand they charge thor ibe. 
TloB order the advent Vous Knight, 
Most soldier-like, observed m fight. 
When Fortune (as she's wont) turned fickle, 515 
And for the foe began to stickle. 
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The more shame for her goodjrship, 

To give so near a friend ue slip. 

For Colon choosing out a stone, 

LevellM so right, it thumpM upon 5^ 

His manly paunch with such a force« 

As ahnost beat him off his horse. 

He lost his whinyard, and the rein ; 

But laying fast hold of the mane. 

Preserved his seat : and as a goose 525 

In death contracts his talons close, 

So did the Kniffht, and with one claw 

The trigger of his pistol draw. 

The gun went off: and as it was 

Still fatal to stout Hudibras, 530 

In all his feats of arms, when least 

He dreamt of it, to prosper best. 

So now he far'd: the shot, let fly 

At random 'mong the enemy, 

PiercM TalgoPs gaberdine, and grazing 535 

Upon his shoulder, in the passing 

LodgM in Magnano's brass habergeon, 

Who straight, A surgeon ! cry'd, a surgeon! 

He tumbled down, and, as he fell. 

Did Murther ! Murther I Murther ! yelL 540 

This startled their whole body so. 

That if the Knight had not let ^o 

His anns, but been in warlike plight, 

H' had won (the second time) the fight; 

As, if the Si^uire had but fall'n on, 545 

He had inevitably done : 

But he, diverted with the eare 

Of Hudibras his hurt, forbare 

To press th' advantage of his fortune^ 

While danger did the rest dishearten : 550 

For he with Cordon b'ing engag'd 

In dose encounter, they both wag'd 

The fight so well, 'twas hard to say 

Which side was like to get the day. 

And now the busy work of death 555 

Had tirM them, so th' agreed to breathe, 

Preparing to renew the fight, 

Wnm the disaster of the Knight, 
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And th' other party, did divert 

Their fell intent, and forc'd them part. 560 ! 

Ralpho pressM up to Hudibras, ■ 

And Cerdon where Magnano was ; i 

Each striving to confirm his party ) 

With stout encouragements and hearty. | 

^ I Quoth Ralpho, Uourage, valiant Sir, 565 j 

."* And let revenge and honour stir " 

Your spirits up : once more faU on. 

The shattered fbe begins to run : 

For if but half so well you knew 

To use your victory as subdue, 570 

They durst not, after such a blow 

As you have^iven them, face us now ; 

But from so formidable a soldier j 

Had fled like crows when they smell powder. | 

Thrice have they seen your sword aloft 575 

WavM o'er their heads, and fled as oft ; 

But if you let them recollect 

Their spirits, now dismay 'd and checkM, 

You'll have a harder game to play 

Than yet y' have had to get the day. 580 

Thus spoke the stout Squire ; but was heard ; 

B;jr Hudibras with small re^rd. I 

His thoughts were fuller ot the bang 

He lately took, than Ralph's harangue ; 

To which he answer'd, Cruel Fate 585 

Tells me thy counsel comes too late. 

The knotted blood within my hose. 

That from my wounded body flows, 
. Willi mortal crisis doth portend 

My days to appropinque an end. 590 i 

I am for action now unfit. 

Either of fortitude or wit: 

Fortune, my foe, beguis to frown, 

Resolv'd to pull my stomach down. 

I am not apt, upon a wound, 595 

Or trivial basting, to despond : 

Yet I'd be loth my days to curtail : 

For if I thought my wounds not mortal, 

Or tliat we'd time enough as yet 

To make an hon'rable retreat, 600 
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Twere the best course : but if they find 

We fly, and leare our arms behind 

For them to seize on, the dishonour, 

And dan^r too, is such. 111 sooner 

Stand to it boldly, and take quarter, 605 

To let them see I am no starter. 

In all the trade of war, no feat 

Is nobler than a brave retreat : 

For those that run away, and fly, 

Take place at least of in* enemy. 610 

This said, the Squire with active speed, 
Dismounted from his bony steed. 
To seize the arms, which, by mischance, 
Fell from the bold Knight in a trance. 
These being found out, and restorM 615 

To Hudibras, their natural lord. 
As a man may say, with might and main 
He hasted to get up again. 
Thrice he essay 'd to mount aloft, 
But, by his weighty bum, as oft 620 

He was pulPd back, till havmg found 
Th* advantage of the rising ground. 
Thither he 1^ his warlike steed. 
And having placM him right, with speed 
PreparM amn to scale the beast ; 625 

When Orsin, who had newly dressM 
The bloody scar apon the shoulder 
Of Talgol with Promethean powder. 
And now was searching for the shot 
That laid Magnano on the spot, 630 

Beheld the sturdy Squire aforesaid 
Preparing to climb up his horse* side. 
He left his cure, and laying hold 
Upon his arms, with courage boi4, 
CryM out, 'TIS now no time to d^ly, 635 

The enemy begin to rally ; 
Let us, that are unhurt and whole. 
Fail on, and happy man be^s dole. 

This said, like to a thunderbolt. 
He flew with fury to th' assault, 640 

Striving the enemy to attack 
Before he reached nis horse^s back. 
E2 
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Ralpho was mounted now, and goii&n 

O^erthwart his beast with active vanting, 

Wriggling his body to recover (M5 

His seat, and cast his right leg over ; 

When Orsija, rushing in, bestowM 

On horse and man so heavv a load. 

The beast was startled^ and be^un 

To kick and fling like mad, and run, 650 

Bearing the tough Squire like a sack. 

Or stout king lUchard, on his back ; 

Till stumbling, he threw him down. 

Sore bruisM, and cast into a swoon. 

Meanwhile the Knight beffan to rouse 655 

The sparkles of his wonted prowess: 

He thrust his hand into his hose. 

And found, both by his eyes and nose, 

Twas only choler, and not blood. 

That from his wounded body flowed. 660 

This, with the hazard of the Squire, 

Inflamed him with despiteful ire : 

Courageously he facM about. 

And drew his other pistol out. 

And now had half way bent the cock, 665 

When Cerdon gave so fierce a shock. 

With sturdy truncheon, 'thwart his arm. 

That down it fell, and did no harm : 

Then stoutly pressing on with speed. 

Assayed to piUl him off his steed. 670 

The feni^ht his sword had only left. 

With which he Cerdon''s head had clefl, 

Or at the least crept off a limb. 

But Orsin came, and rescued him. 

He, with hb lance, attacked the Knight 675 

Upon his quarters opposite : 

But as a bark, that in foul weather, 

TossM by two adverse winds together. 

Is bruisn, and beaten to and fro, 

And knows not which to turn him to ; 680 

So fsjrM the Knight between two foes. 

And knew not which of them t' oppose ; 

*tS[ Orsin, charging wi^ his lance 

At Hudibras, by spiteful chance -^ 
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Hit Cordon such a bang, as stunnM 685 

And laid him flat upon the ground. 

At this the Knight began to cheer up, 

And, raising up himself on stirrup, - 

Cry'd out, Victoria ! he thou there. 

And I shall straight dispatch another, 690 

To bear thee company m death ; 

But first 111 halt a while, and breathe : 

As well he might ; for Orsin, s^evM 

At th' wound that Cordon had receiv'd. 

Ran to reUeve him with his lore, 695 

And cure the hurt he gave before. 

Meanwhile the Knight had wheelM about, 

To breathe himself, and next find out 

Th' advantage of the around, where best 

He might the ruffled foe infest. 700 

This bong resolv'd, he spurr'd his steed. 

To run at Orsin with full speed. 

While he was busy in tlie care 

Of Cordon's wound, and unaware ; 

But he was quick, and had already. 705 

Unto the part apply'd remedy ; 

And, seemg th' euemy prepar'd. 

Drew up, and stood upon his guard. 

Then, like a warrior right expert 

And Wilful in the martial art, 71 

The subtle Knight straight made a halt, 

And judf'd it best to stay th' assault, 

Until he nad reliev'd the Squire, 

And then in order to retire ; 

Or, as occasion should invite, 715 

With forces ioin'd renew the fight. 

Ralpho, bv tnis time disentranc'd, 

Upon his bum himself advanc'd, 

Though sorely bruis'd ; his limbs all o'er 

With ruthless bangs were stiff and sore. 720 

Right fain he would have got upon 

His feet again, to get him gone, 

When Hudibras to aid him came : 

Quoth he (and call'd him by his name,) 

Courage ! the day at length is ours ; 7$$ 

And we oiM» more, as conc^uerors, 

Digitized by V.3UV^>VIC 



9^ HUDIBRAS. 

Have both ^ field and honobr won: 

Tbe foe is profligate, and ran. 

I mean all such as can ; foir some 

This hand hath sent to their lon(|r home ; 730 

And some lie sprawlincf on the gromid, 

With many a^ash ana bloody wound. 

CtDsar himiselfcould never say 

He ffot two victories in a day, 

As 1 have done, that can say, Twice I 735 

In one day, Veni, Vidi, Vici. 

The foe''8 so numerous, that we 

Cannot so often vincere 

As they porire, and yet enow 

Be left to strike an ailer-blow ; 740 

Then, lest they rally, and once more 

Put us to fiafht the bus''ness o^er, 

Get up, ana mount thy steed : Dispatch, 

And let us both their motions watch. 

Quoth Ralph, I should not, if I were 745 
In case for action, now be here : 
Nor have I turnM my back, or hangM 
An arse, for fear of tieiog bang'd. 
It was for you I got these harms. 
Advent Ving to fetch off your arms. 750 

The blows and drubs I have receiv'd 
Have bruis'd my body, and bereaved 
My limbs of strength. Unless you stoop, 
And reach your hand to pull me up, 
I shall lie here, and be a prey , 755 

To those who now are run away. 

That thou shalt not (quoth Hudibrat;) 
We read the ancients held it was 
More honourable far, servare 
Civem, than slay an adversary : 760 

The one we oft to-day have d,one. 
The other shall dispatch anon : 
And thoueh th^ art of a different chorchf 
I will not leave thee in the lurch. 
This said, he jogg'd his good steed nifffaer, 705 
And steerM him gently towards the Squire ; 
Then bowing down his body, stretchy 
"is hand out, and at Ralpho reached ; 
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IVhen TroUa, whom he did not m^ 

Charged him like li^rhteniiif behind. 770 

She had been long m seanm about 

Ma^ano's wound, to find it out ; 

Bat could find none, nor where the shot, 

That had so startled him, was got : 

But having found the worst was past, 775 

She fell to her own work at last. 

The pillage of the prisoners, 

Which in all feats of arms was hers; 

And now to plunder Ralph she flew, 

When Hudibrashis hard fate drew 780 

To succour him ; for, as he bowM 

To help him up, she laid a load 

Of blows so heavy, and placM so well. 

On t^ other side, that down he fell. 

Yield, scoundrel base (quoth she,) or die : 785 

Thy life is mine, and liberty ; 

But if thou thmk^st I took thee tardy. 

And dar'st presume to be so hardy, 

To try thy fortune o'er afresh, 

I'll waive my title to thy flesh ; 790 

Thy arms and baggage, now my right ; 

And, if thou hast the neart to tnr % 

ru lend thee back thyself a while. 

And once more, for that carcass vile. 

Fight upon tick. — Quoth Hudibras, 795 

Thou offer'st noblv, valiant lass. 

And I shall take thee at thy word. 

First let me rise and take my sword; 

That sword which has so oft this day 

Through squadrons of nav foes made way, 800 

And some to other worlds dispatched. 

Now with a feeble spinster matched, 

Will blush with blood ignoble stam'd. 

By which no honour's to be gainM. 

But if thou'It take m' advice m this, 805 

Consider whilst thou may'st, what 'tis 

To interrupt a victor's course, 

B' opposing such a trivial force : 

For if with conquest I come off 

(And that I shall do, sure enough^ 8'^^ 
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Quarter thou canst not have, nor graee, 

By law of arms, in snch a case ; 

Both which I now do offer freely. 

I scorn (quoth she) thou coxcomb ally 

(Clapping her band upon her breech, 815 

To snow now much she priz'd his speech,) 

Quarter or counsel from a foe ; 

If thou canst force me to it, do. 

But lest it should again be said. 

When I have once more won thy head, 830 

I took thee napping; unprepared. 

Arm, and beta!ke thee to thy guard. 

This said, she to her tackle fell. 
And on the Knight let fall a peal 
Of blows so fierce, and pressM so home, 82S 
That he retir'd, and follow'd 's bum. 
Stand to \ (quoth she) or jrield to mercy : 
It is not fighting ande-versie 
Shall serve thy tum^ — This stirrM his spleen 
More than the danger he was in, 830 

The blows he felt, or was to fbel. 
Although th' already made him reel. 
Honour, despi^ht, revenge, and shame, 
At once into his stomach came. 
Which fir'd it so, he raisM his arm 835 

Above his head, and rainM a storm 
Of blows so terrible and thick. 
As if he meant to hash her quick. 
But she upon her truncheon took them. 
And by oblique diversion broke them, 840 
Waiting an opportunity 
To pay all back with usury. 
Which long she faiPd not of; for now 
The Knight with one dead-doing blow 
Resolving to decide the fight, 845 

And she with quick and cunning sleight 
Avoiding it, the force and weight 
He chargM upon it was so great. 
As almost swayM him to the ground. 
No sooner she th* advantage found, 850 

But in she flew; and seconding 
With home-made thrust the heavy swing, 
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BtiB laid him flat iroon his ride ; 

And mountiiig on his trunk astride^ 

Quoth she, I told thee what would come 855 

Of all thy vapouring, base scum. 

Say, will the law of arms allow 

I ma^ have grace and quarter now? 

Or wilt thou rather break thy word, 

And stain thine honour, than thy sword? 860 

A man of war to damn his soul. 

In basely breaking his parole ; 

And when, before the nght, th' hadst vow'd 

To give no quarter in cold blood : 

Now thou hast got me for a Tartar, 865 

To make me Against my will take quarter, 

Why dost not put me to the sword, 

But cowardly fly from thy word ? 

Qvoth Hudibras, The day^s thine own ; 
Thou and thy stars have cast me down ; 870 
My laurels are transplanted now, 
And flourish on thy conquering brow ; 
My loss of honour 's great enough. 
Thou need'st not brand it with a scoff: 
Sarcasms may eclipse thine own, 875 

But cannot blur my lost renown. 
I am not now in Fortune^s power ; 
He that is down can fall no lower. 
The ancient heroes were illustrious 
For being benign, and not blustrous, 880 

Afi^inst a vanquished foe : their swords 
Were shiirp and trenchant, not their words ; 
And did in fight but cut work out 
T' employ their courtesies about. 

Quoth she, Although thou hast deserv'd, 885 
Base slubberdegullion, to be servM 
As thou didst vow to deal with me, 
If thou hadst got the victory ; 
Tet I shall rather act a part 
That suits my fame than thy desert. 890 

Thy arms, thy liberty, beside 
All that's on th' outside of thy hide, 
Are mine by military law. 
Of which I will not bate one straw : "^ 
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The rest, thy lilb md limhmoDOe BMm, 9K 
Though dotfeblT foifeit, I reBtore. 

Quoth Hudibrat, It is too Ute 
For me to treftt.or stipulate : 
What thou command st, I must obey : 
Yet those whom I expagnM to-day 900 

Of thine own party, 1 let go. 
And gave them life and freedom too: 
Both dogs and bear, upon their pirole, 
Whom ftook prisoners in this quarrel. 
Quoth Trulla, Whether thou or they 905 

Let one another run away, 
Concerns not me : but was''t not thou 
That ffare Crowdero quarter too ? 
Crowdero, whom, in irons bound. 
Thou basely threw^st into Lob''B pound, 910 
Where stiU he lies, and with regnt • 
Bis generous bowels rage and frat. 
But now thy earoase smill redeem 
And senre to be ezchanffM for him. 

This said, the Knight did straight submit, 915 
And laid his weapon at her feet 
Next he disrobM his gabardine, 
And with it did himself resi^. 
She took it, and forthwith divesting 
The mantle that she wore, said jesting 990 
Take that, and wear it for my sake ; 
Then threw it o^er his sturdy back. 
And as the French, we conauerM once, 
Now give us laws for pantaloons, 

923. Pantaloons and port-«annons wer« eonlte of tbe 
foutaMtic faabioDS wherein we aped the French. 
* At qotequis Inrala satns Britannka 
Hie patria kMolens fastidiet suam, 
I^t more slmia; lalmret fingere, 
Et emularl Gallicas ineptias, 
Et omni G alio ego tiune opinor ebrinm ; 
Ergo ex Britanno, ut Gatlin ease nititur 
Sic DU Jabete» flat ex Gallo Capus. 

Thomas More. 
Oallos is a river in Phrygia, rising out of ttie niouii> 
tains of C<4eme, and discharging itself into tlie river 
Sanger, the water of wliicti isof tbatadntirat>le qualify, 
that, bdng moiktnXeliy drank, it purges the brain, and 
-Mtres madness ; but largely dranlE, it makes men fraa* 
'c Pliny, Horatius. 
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rnie len^ of breedies, and the gatiien, 925 
Port-cannons, periwigs, and feathers | 
Just so the proud insulting lass 
Array'd and dighted Hudibras. 

Meanwhile the other champions, yerat 
In hurry of the fight disperst, 930 

Arriv'd when Tnula won the day, 
To share in th' honour and the prey, 
And out of Hudibras his hide 
With vengeance to be satisfy'd ; 
Which now they were about to pour 935 

Upon him in a wooden show'r ; 
But Trulla thrust herself between. 
And striding oW his back aeen^ 
She brandishM'o'er her head his sword. 
And vow'd they should not break her word : 
8h^ had giv'n him quarter, and her blood 941 
Or theirs should make that quarter good ; 
For she was bound, by law of arms, 
To see him safe from farther harms, 
In dungeon deep Crowdero, cast 945 

By Hudibras, as yet lay fast ; 
Where, to the hard and ruthless stones. 
His great heart made perpetual moans : 
Him she resolvM that Hudibras 
Should ransom, and supply his place. 950 

This stopped their fury, and the basting 
Which towards Hudibras was hasting. 
They thought it was but just and ri^t 
That what she had achiey'd in fif ht 
She should dispose of how she pleased ; 955 
Crowdero ought to be releasM : 
Nor could that any way be done 
So well as this she pitchM upon : 
For who a better could imagine ? 
This therefore th^ resolvM t* engage in. 960 
The Knight and Squire first they made 
Rise from the ground where they were laid : 
Then mounted both upon their horses. 
But with their faces to the arses ; 
Orsin led Hudibras's beast, 965 

And Talgol that which Ralpho prest, 
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Wbom stoat Mafnano, y«liuit Cerdioiii 

And Colon« waited as a guard o« ; 

All ush'ring TruUa in tl^ rear^ 

With th' arms of either prisoner. 970 

In this ]pro«id order and arrav 

They put themselves upon tne way, 

Striving to reach th' enchanted casUe, 

Where stoat Crowdero in durance lay stilL 

Thither with greater speed than shows 975 

And triumph over conquerM foes 

Do use V aUow, or than the bears 

Or pageants home before lord mavon 

Are wont to use, they soon arriv'd 

In order, soldier-like contrivM ; 960 

Still marehinf in a warlike postdre. 

As fit for batUe as for muster. 

The Kniffht and Squire they first unhorsOt 

And bending ''gainst the fort their fofoe» 

They all advanc'dv and round about 985 

Begirt the magical redoubt. 

Ma#nan led up in this adventure, 

Ana made wa^ for the rest to enter; 

For he was skilful in black art. 

No less than he that built the fort ; 990 

And with an iron mace laid flat 

A breach, which straight all entered at, 

And in the wooden dungeon found 

Crowdero laid upon the ground. 

Him they release from durance base : 996 

Restored t' his fiddle and his oase. 

And liberty, his thirsty rage 

With luscious vengeance to assuage : 

For he no sooner was at large, 

But TruUa straight brought on the charge, 

And in the self-same limBo put 1001 

The Knight and Squire where he was sliut ; 

Where leaving them in Hockley i' th' Hole, 

Their bangs and durance to condole, 

ConfinM and conjurM into narrow 1005 

Enchanted mansion to know sorrow, 

In the same order and array 

Which they advanc'd, they march'd awiy* 
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But Hudibras, who scorned to stoop 
To Fortune, or be said to droop, 1010 

CheerM up himself with ends of Ttrse, 
And sayings of phikwophers. 

Quoth he, Th** one half of man, his mind. 
Is, sui juris, unconfin'd. 
And cannot be laid by the heels, 1015 

Whatever the other moiety feels. 
Tis not restraint or hberty 
That makes meo prisoners or firee ; 
But perturbations that possess 
The mind, or equanimities. 1030 

The whole worid was not half so wide 
To Alexander, when he cry^d. 
Because he had but cme to subdue. 
As was a paltry narrow tub to 
Diogenes, who is not said 1035 

(For aught that eyer I could read) 
To whine, put finger i' th* eye, and sob, 
Because h' had ne^er another tub. 
The ancients made two sev'ral kinds 
Of prowess in heroic minds ; 1030 

The active and the passive valiant; 
Both which are pari libra gallant : 
For both to give blows, and to carry, 
In fiffhts arc equi-necessary : 
But m defeats, the passive stout 1035 

Are always found to stand it out 
Most dasp'rately, and to outdo 
The active 'gainst the conquMng foe. 
Tho' we with blacks and blues are suggill'd, 
Or, as the vul^ say, are cui^ll'd ; 1040 

He that is valiant, and dares fight, 
Though drubb'd, can lose no honour byt 
Honour^s a lease for lives to come, 
And cannot be extended from 
The legral tenant; 'tis a chattel 1045 

Not to DC forfeited in battle. 
If he that in the field is slain. 
Be in the bed of honour lain. 
He that is beaten may be said 
To lie in honour's truckle-bed. 1050 
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For as we see th* eclipsed sun '^ 

By mortals is more gazM upon, 

liian when, adom'd with all his light, 

He shines in serene sky most bright ; 

So valour, in a low estate, 105$ 

Is most admir'd and wonderM at. 

Quoth Ralph, How great I do not know 
We may by being beaten grow ; 
But none, that see how here we sit, 
^ Will iudj^e us overgrown with wit. 1060 

As ginccfbrethren, preaching by 
A carnal hour-glass, do imply. 
Illumination can convey 
Into them what they have to say. 
But not how much ; so well enough 1065 

Know you to charge, but not draw oS: 
For who, without a cap and bauble. 
Having subduM a bear and rabble. 
And might with honour have come o£^ 
Would put it to a second proof? 1070 

A politic exploit, right fit 
For Presbvterian zeal and wit. 

Quoth lludibras, That cuckooes tone, 
Ralpho, thou always harpist upon. 
When thou at any thing would'st rail, 1075 
Thou mak^st Presbytery the scale 
To take the height on^t, and explain 
To what degree it is profane : 
Whatsoever will not with (thy what d'ye oaH) 
Thj^ light lump right, thou call'st synodical; 
As if rresbyteiy were ttie standard 1081 

To size whatsoever ^s to be slander^d^ 
Dost not remember how this day 
Thou to my beard was bold to say, 
That thou couldst prove bear-beating equal 
With synods orthodox and legal ? 1086 

Po if thou can'st, for I denyx 
And dare thee to't with all thj li^t. 

Quoth Ralpho, Truly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do, 1090 

That has but any guts in 's brains, 
Apd cou'd believe it worth his pains i 
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Bat nnce tou dare and urge me to it, 
Toull find IVe light enough to do it. 

Sjmods are mystical bear-gardens, 1095 
Where elders, deputies, churchwardens, 
And other members of the court. 
Manage the Babylonish sport ; 
For prolocutor, scribe, and bear-ward, 
Do oifTer only in a mere word ; 1100 

Both, are but several synagogues 
,Of carnal men, and bears, and dogs : 
Both anti-christian assembhes. 
To mischief bent, far as in them lies ; 
Both stave and tul with fierce contests, 1105 
The one with men, the other beasts. 
The diff 'rence is, the one fights with 
The tongue, the other with the teeth ; 
And that they bait but bears in this. 
In th* other, souls and consciences ; 1110 

Where saints themselves are brought to stake 
For gospel-light, and conscience' sake ; 
ExposM to Scribes and Presbyters, 
Instead of mastiff doffs and curs. 
Than whom th^ have less humanity ; 1115 
For these at souls of men will fly. 
This to the prophet did appear. 
Who in a vision saw a bear. 
Prefiguring the beastly rage 
Of church-rule in this latter age : 1120 

As is demonstrated at full 
By him that baited the Pope^s bull. 
Bears nat'rally are beasts of prey, 
That live bv rapine ; so do they. 
What are their orders, constitutions, 1125 

Church-censures, curses, absolutions. 
But several mystic chains they make. 
To tie poor Cfhristians to the stake. 
And then set heathen officers, 
Instead of dogs, about their ears ? 1130 

For to prohibit and dispense ; 
To find out, or to make offence ; 

11S3. A. learned divine In King James's time wrote a 
polemic work againHt the Pope, and save it tbat ud- 
luclcy niclcname of Tiie Pope's Bull baited. 
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Of hell and beaven to ^spose ; 

To play with souh at fast and loose ; 

To set what characters they please, 1135 

And mulcts on sin or godliness ; 

Reduce the church to gospel-order, 

By rapine, sacrilege, and murder; 

1^ make Presbytery supreme, 

And kings themselves submit to them ; 1140 

And force all people, though against 

Their consciences, to turn saints ; 

Must prove a pretty thriving trade. 

When saints monopolists are made : 

Whep pious frauds, and holy shifts, 1145 

Are dispensations and gifts. 

Their godhness becomes mere ware. 

And ev'ry sjmod but a fair. 

Synods are whelps of th' Inquisition, 

A mongrel breed of like pemicion; 115D 

And growing up, became the sires 

Of scribes, commissioners, and triers ; 

Whose business is, by cunning sleight. 

To cast a figure for men's light; 

To find, m Unes of beard and face, 1155 

The physiognomy of mce ; 

And, by the sound and twang of noee. 

If all I>e sound within disclose, 

Free from a crack or flaw of sinning, 

As men try pipkins by their ringing ; 1100 

E^ black caps, underlaid with white, 

Crive certain guess at inward light. 

Which Serjeants at the gospel wear. 

To make the ^iritual calling dear; 

The handkerchiefabout the neck * 1165 

(Canonical cravat of Smeck, 

116S. SmectymnuuiwasiKikiboffivepKrliaiiientaiy 
boldere-forth ; the characters of whose names and ta- 
lents were by themsel^'es expressed in tfiat senseless and 
liislgiiiflonnt word. They wore handkerchief about 
their neclcs for a marlc of distinction (as the ofltoen of 
the parliament army tiien did), which afterwards de- 
generated into carnal cravats. About the b<>Kinning of 
the long parliament, in the year 1641, these are wrote 
a book against episcopacy and the Conunon Prayer, to 
which they all subscribed their names ; being ScepoM 
Marshal, Edmund Calamy, Thomas Young, Matthew 
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From whom tlie kutitiition came, 

y^ea church and state thoj set on flame, 

And worn by them as badges then 

Of spiritual warfaring men) 1170 

Judge rightly if regeneration 

Be of the newest cat in fashion. 

Sure ^tis an orthodox opinion, 

That grace is founded in dominion. 

Great piety comnsts in pride ; 1175 

To rule is to be sanctified : 

To domineer, and to control, 

Both o*er the body and the soul, 

Is the motft perfect discipline 

Of church-rule, and by right divine. 1180 

Bel and the Dragon^s chaplains were 

More moderate man these by far : 

For they (poor knaves) were glad to cheat. 

To get theu* wives and children meat ; 

But these will not be fobb'd off so ; 1185 

They must have wealth and power too. 

Or else with blood and desolation 

They'll tear it out o' th' heart o' th' nation. 

Sure these themselves from primitive 
And heathen priesthood do derive, 1190 

When butchers were the only clerks, 
Elders and presbyters of kirks ; 
Whose directory was to kill ; 
And some believe it is so still. 
The only difference is, that then 1105 

They slaughter^ only beasts, now men. 
For then to sacrifice a bullock, 
C^ now and then a child to Moloch, 

Newcomen, and William Spuntow, and from tbence 
they and their foilowen were called SroectvmnianB. 
They are remarkable for anotlter pious book, whieb 
they wrote some time after that, entitled The King's 
Cabinet Unlocked, wherein all the chaste and endear 
Ing expressions, in the letters that passed between his 
majesty King Charles I. and his royal consort, are hy 
these painful labourers in the devirs vinesmrd turned 
into burlesque and ridicule. Their books were answer- 
ed with as much calmness and gentcelnessof expreseioii, 
and-as much learning and honesty, by the Rev. Mr. ^- 
monds, then a deprived clergyman, as thnirs was smiled 
witli malice, spleen, and rascally invectives. 
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They .count a Tile abominatioii. 

But not to slaughter a whole nation. 1200 

Presbytery doeb but translate 

The. papacy to a free state ; 

A commonwealth of Popery, 

Where ev'ry village is a see 

As well as Rome, and must maintain 1205 

A tithe-pig metropolitan ; 

Where ev Ty presbyter and deacon 

Commands the keys for cheese and bacon ; 

And ev^ry hamlet's governed 

Bv 's Holiness, the church's head ; 1210 

More haughty and severe in "s pkce, 

Than Gregory or Boniface. 

Such churbh must (surely) be a monster 

With many heads : for if we conster 

What in th' Apocalypse we find, 1215 

According to tn' apostle's mind, 

'Tw that the whore of Babylon 

With many heads did ride upon ; 

Which heads denote the sinnil tribe 

Of deacon, priest, lay-elder, scribe. 1220 

Lay-elder, Simeon to Levi, 
Whose Uttle finder is as heavy 
As loins of patriarchs, prince-iprelate. 
And bishop-secular. This zealot 
Is of a mongrel, diverse kind ; 1225 

Cleric before, and lav behind ; 
A lawless linsey woolsey brother, 
Half of one order, half another ; 
A creature of amphibious nature, 
On land a beast, a fish in water ; 1230 

That always preys on grace or sin ; 
A sheep without, a wolf within. 
This fierce inquisitor has chief 
Dominion over men's belief 
And manners ; can pronounce a saint 1235 
Idolatrous or i^orant. 
When superciliously he sifls 
Through coarsest l>oulter others' gifts ; 
For all men live and judg[e amiss, 
Whose talents jump not just with his. 1240 
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HeUlinr on gifts with baads, tnd place 

On dullest noddle liffht ai^ grace, 

The maolifiicture of the kirk. 

Those pastors are bat th^ bandy-^work 

Of his mechanic paws, instilling '* 15245 

Divinity in iliem by feeling ( 

From whence they start up chosen ressels, 

abide by contact, as men get measlo9% 

So cardmals, they say, do grope 

At th' other end the new-made pope. 1250 

Hold, hold, quoth Hudibras ; soft fire. 
They say, does make sweet malt. Crood Squire, 
Festma lente, not too fast ; 
For haste (the proverb says) makes waste. 
The quirks and cavils thou dost make 1255 
Are false, and built upon mistake : 
And I shall brinff yon, with your pack 
Of fallacies, t' elenchi hkstk ; 
And put your arguments in mood 
And figure to be understood. 1260 

111 force you, by right ratiocination^ 
To leave your vitilitigation, 

1AI9. Tbii relates to the etory of Pope Joan, who wts 
called John VUI. Ptatioa saitli the was of EnsUeb et- 
traction, but bom at Mentz ; who, having disguued het' 
■elf like a man, travelled with her paramour to Athene, 
where fhe made such progress in learning, that comiqg 
to Borne, she aiet with few that could equal her; so 
tbad on the death of Pope Leo IV. she was cbown to 
succeed him ; but being got with child by one of her do- 
mei[ticS) her travail came upon her between the Cdoc- 
sian Theatre and St Clement's, as she was going to the 
Lateran Church, and died upon the place, having cat 
two years, one month, and four days, and was buried 
there Without any pomp. Be owns that, for the shame 
of Uiis, the popes decline going through this street to the 
Lateran ; and that, to avoid the like error, when any 
pope is placed in the Porphjrry Chair, his genitals are 
felt by the youngest deacon, through a hole made fbr 
that purpose ; but he supposes the reason of that to be, 
to put him in mind that he in a man, ard obnoxious to 
ttie necessities of nature , whence he will have the seat 
to be called 3edes Siercoraria. 

1903. Vitilitigation is a word the Knight was passion- 
ately in love with, and never failed to use It upon all 
occasions ; and therefore to omit it, when it fell in the 
way, had argued too great a neglect of his teaming and 
parts ; though it means no more than a perverse bumo* 
of wrangling. F □ , « ^,^,^,^ ,^ 
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And make you Jkeep to th' quettion dofe. 
And argue dialectioos. 

The auestion then, to state it fizst, 1965 
Is, which is better, or which worst) 
&fnods or bears? Bears I avow 
^ To bo the worst, and synods thou. 
But to make good th^ assertion, 
Thqu say'st they're really all one. 12T0 

If so, not worse ; for if th' are idem, 
Wh^ then, tantundem dat tantidem. 
For if they are the same, by course, 
Neither is better, neither worse. 
Bat I deny they are the same, 1275 

More than a mag^gfot and I am. ' 

That both are animalia 
I grant, but not rationalia : 
For thoufifh they do agree in kind. 
Specific £fierence we find; lAdO 

And can no more make bears of these, 
Than prove my horse is Socrates. 
That synods are bear-gardens too. 
Thou dost affirm : but! say. No: 
And thus I prove it in a word ; 1285 

Whats'ever assembly's not impow'r'd 
To cefifiure, curse, absolve, and ordam 
Can be no synod : but bear-garden 
,Has no sudi pow'r ; ergo, 'tis none : 
And so thy sophistiy's o'erthrown. 1290 

But yet we are beside the question 
Which thou didst raise the first contest on ; 
For that was. Whether bears are better 
Thans3mod-men? I say, Negatur. 
That bears are beasts, and synods men, 1295 
Is held by all : they're better then ; 
For bears and dogs on four legs go, 
As beasts, but synod-men on two. 
'Tis true, they all have teeth and nails ; 
But prove that synod-men have tails ; 1301 
Or that a ruffged, shaggy fur 
Grows o'er die hide of presbyter; 
Or that his snout and spacious ears 
Do hold proportion with a bear's. 
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A betr> a wnge beast, ofaH 1305 

Most luriy and nnnatural ; 
Whelpii without form, until the dam 
Has hck*d it into shape and frame : 
But all thy light can ne^er evict, 
That ever sjmod man was Hck*d, 
Or brought tQ any other fashion 
Than his own will and inclination. 

But thou dost farther yet in this 

»pugn thyself and sense; that is, 

lou wouid*st have presbyters to go 1315 
For^Mtfs and dogs, and bear-war£ too; 
A Mmge chimera of beasts and men, 
Made up of pieces heterogene; 
Such as in nature never met 
In eodem subjecto yet. 1390 

Thy other arguments are all 
Supposures, hypotheticdJ, 
That do but beg, and we may choose 
Either to grant them, or refuse. 
Much thou hast said, which 1 know when 1335 
And where thou stoPst from other men, 
Whereby 'tb plain thy light and gifts 
Are all but plagiary shifto; 
And is the same that Ranter said, 
Who, arguing with me, broke my head, 1330 
And tore a handful of my beard : 
The self-same cavils then I jieard, 
When, b*ing in hot dispute about 
This controrersv, we fell out : 
And what thou know*st 1 answerM theni 1335 
Will serve to answer thee agen. 

Quoth Ralpho, Nothing but th* abuse 
Of human learning you produce ; 
Learning, that cobweb of the brain, 
Profane, erroneous, and vain ; 1340 

A trade of knowledge, as replete 
As others are with fraud and cheat ; 
An art t' incumber gifts and wit. 
And render both for nothing fit ; 
Makes light unactivo, dull, and troubled, 1345 
like Uttle David in Saul's doublet : 
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A 6faeat that sdnlan put upon 

Other men's reason and thor own ; 

A fort of eiTor, to enscooee 

Absurdity and tsnorance ; 1390 

•That renders alfthe ayenaes 

To truth iraperyious and abstmse, 

By makmg plain things, in debal«, 

^ art pe^ifez'd and intricate : 

For nothing goes for sense or light, 1355 

That will not with old rules iuinp nght : 

As if rules were not in the sdioolB 

Deriv'd from truth, but truth from inlet. 

This Pagan heathenish invention 

Is good for nothing but contention* 1300 

For as, in sword and buckler fights 

AH blows do on the target light ; 

So when men arp^e, the greatest part 

O' th' contest falte on terms of art, 

Until the fhstian stuff be spent, 1305 

And then they fall to th' argument. 

Quoth Hudibras, Friend Ralph, thou hast 
Outrun the constable at last : 
For thou art fallen on a new 
Dispute, as senseless as untrue, 1370 

But to the former opposite 
And contrary as black to white ; 
Mere desparata ; that concerning 
Presbyteiy; this, ^uman learning; 
Two things s' averse, they never yet 1375 
But in thy rambling fancy met 
But I shall take a & occasion 
T' evince thee by ratiocination. 
Some other time, in place more proper 
Than this we're in ; therefore lets stop here. 
And rest our weary'd bones a while, 1381 

Already tir'd with other toil 

1373. DIsparata are tbings separate and unlike, fma 
the liatiii word dispare. 
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The Knlgbt, by damnable magklait, 
Being cast illegally in prisooi 
Love brings bis action on the case, 
And lays it upon Hndibras. 
How he receives the Lady's visit, 
And eunninglF soUcits liis suit. 
Which he defeK ; yet on parole 
Redeems him from th* enchanted hole. 

But now t* obaerve romantic method. 

Let bloody steel awhile be sheathed ; 

And all those harsh and rugged soimds 

Of bastinadoes, cuts, and wounds, 

£<changM to Lovers more gentle style, S 

To let our reader breathe a while : 

In which, that we ma^ be as Inief as 

Is possible, by way of pr^ace, 

IsH not enough te make one stn^nc^e. 

That some men^s fancies diould ne^r chaiife,10 

But make all people do and say 

The same things still the self-same way f 

Some writers make all ladies purloin^o. 

And knights pursuing like a whirlwind : 

Others make all their knights, in fits 15 

Of iealousy, to lose their wits ; 

Till drawing blood o' th' dames, like witchef, 

Th' are foruwlth cur'd of their caprichei. 

Some always thrive in their amours, 

By pulling plaisters off their sores : 9D 

As cripples do to get an alms, 

Just so do they, and win their dames* 

Some force whole regions, in despite 

O^ geography, to change their site ; 

Male former times shiuce hands with latter, S5 

And that which was before come afler. 

1. The beginning of this fikicond Part mav pertiaps 
seem strange and abrupt to tlioee who do not know tliat 
St was written on purpose in imitation of Virgil, wlio be- 
giss the IVth Book of his JSneids in the very B 



ner, * A t Regina gr avi,' &c. And this Is enough to satis- 
fr the curiosity of those who l>elieve that invention and 
nncy ought to be measured (like cases in law) by prt- 
eedents, or else they are in the powtr of the cittlc. 
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Bat those that write in rhyme, itUl make 

The one vene for the other^s take ; 

iPor one for sense, and one for rhyme, 

I think's sufficient at one time. 30 

But we forget in what sadplii^ht 
We whilom left the captive Knight 
And pensive Squire, both bruisM in body. 
And coniur*d into safe custody. 
TVd witn dispute and speaking Latin, 35 
As well as basting and bear-baiting, 
And desperate ofanjr course. 
To free himself by wit or force, 
His only solace was, that now 
Ifis do^-bott fortune was so low, 40 

That either it must quickly end. 
Or turn about again, and mend ; 
In which he found th' event, no less 
Than other times, beside his guess. 

There is a tall long-sided &me, «5 

(But wondipiis light3 ycleped Fame, 
That, like a thin cameleon, boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words ; 
Upon her shoulders wings she wears 
lAe hanging sleeves linM through with ean,50 
And eyes, and tongues, as poets list. 
Made good bv deep my thologist : 
With ^ese sue through the welkin flies. 
And sometimes carries truth, oil lies; 
With letters hung, like eastern pigeons, 55 
And mercuries of farthest regions ; 
Diumals writ for regulation 
Of lying, to inform ue nation ; 
And by their public use to bring down 
The rate of whetstones in the kmgdom. 00 
About her neck a pacquet^mail, 
Fraught with advice, some fresh, some stale. 
Of men that walk'd when they were dead. 
And oows of monsters brought to bed ; 
Of hail-stones big as pulletr eggs, 05 

And puppies whelpM with twice two legs ; 
A blimng-star seen in the west, 
By six or seven men at least at 
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Two tmmpetfl she doth sound at once, 
Bat both of dean contrary tones ; 70 

Bat whether both in the same wind, 
Or one before, and one behind, 
We know not ; only this can tell, 
The one sounds vilely, th' other well ; 
And therefore vulgar authors name 75 

Th' one Good, th' other Evil, Fame. 
This tattling fi^os^p knew too well 
What mischief Hudibras befel. 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 
Of aU to th^ unkind widow^s ears. 80 

Democritus ne er laugh'd so loud. 
To see bawds carted through the crowd. 
Or funerals with stately pomp 
March slowly on in solemn dump. 
As she laugh'd out, until her back, 85 

As well as sides, was like to crack. 
She vow'd she would go see the sight, 
And visit the distressed Knight ; 
To do the office of a neighbour, 
And be a gossip at his labour ; 90 

And from tiis wooden jail, the stocks, 
To set at large his fetter-locks ; 
And by exchange, parole, or ransom. 
To free him from th' enchanted mansion, 
This b'ing resolved, she calPd for hood 95 

And usher, implements abroad 
Which ladies wear, beside a slender 
Young waiting-damsel to attend her. 
AH which appearing, on she went. 
To find the Knight m limbo pent : 100 

And 'twas not long before she found ^ 

Uim, and the stout Squire, in the pound ; 
Both coupled in enchanted tether. 
By farther leg behind together. 
For as he sat upon his rump, 105 

His head, like one in doleful dump. 
Between his luiees, his hands apply'd 
Unto his ears on either side. 
And by him. in another hole. 
Afflicted Ralpho, clieek by jowl ; 110 
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8he came uiK>n him in his wooden 

Magician^s circle, on the sadden, 

As spirits do t^ a conjuror, 

When in their dreadful shapes th* appear. 

No sooner did the Knight perceive her, 115 
I But straight he fell into a fever, 
InfiamM all over with disgrace, 
To be seen by her in such a place ; 
Which made him han^ his head, and scowlf 
And wink and goggle like an owl. 15^ 

He felt his brains begin to swim. 
When thus the dame accosted him : 

This place (quoth she) they say's enchanted, 
And with delinquent spirits haunted, 
That here are tyM in chains, and scourg'd, 125 
Until their guilty crimes be purg'd : 
Look, there are two of them appear, 
Like persons I have seen somewhere. 
Some having mistaken blocks and posts 
For spectres, apparitions, ghosts, 130 

With saucer eyes^ and horns ; and some 
Have heard the devil beat a drum ; 
But if our eyes are not false glasses, 
Tliat give a wrong account of faces. 
That beard and I should be acquainted, 135 
Before 'twas conjur'd or enchanted ; 
For though it be disfigur'd somewhat. 
As ift had lately been in combat, 
it did belong to a worthy knight, 
Howe'er this goblin has oome byX 140 

When Hudibras the lady heard 
Discoursing thus upon his beard. 
And speak with such respect and honour 
Both of the beard and the beard's owner, 
He tliought it best to set as good 145 

A face upon it as he cou'd. 
And thus he spoke : Lady, your bright 
And radiant eyes are in the right : 
The beard's th' identic beard you knew, 
The same numerically true ; 15Q 

Nor is it worn by fiend or elf, 
9ut its proprietor himself* 
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O heavens ! quoth she, can that be true ? 
I do begin to fear His you : 
Not by your individual whiskers, 155 

But by your dialect and discourse. 
That never spoke to man or beast 
In notions vulgarly ezprest. 
But what malignant star, alas ! 
Has brouffht you both to this sad pass ? 160 

Quoth he, The fortune of the war, 
Which I am less afflicted for. 
Than to be seen with beard and face, 
By you in such a homely case. 

Quoth she, Those need not be ashamM 165 
For being honourably maim'd ; 
If he that is in battle eonquer'd 
Have any title to his own beard. 
Though yours be sorely lugg'd and torn, 
It does vour visage more adorn 170 

Than if 'twere pmnM, and starch'd, and lan- 
And cut square bv the Russian standard, [der'd, 
A torn beard^s like a tattered ensign. 
That's bravest which there are most rents io. 
That petticoat about your shoulders 175 

Does not so well become a soldier's ; 
And I'm afraid they are worse handled. 
Although i' th' rear, your beard the van led ; 
And those uneasy bruises make 
My heart for company to ake, 180 

To see so worshipful a friend 
r th' pillorv set, at the wrong end. 

Quoth Hudibras, This thing call'd pain 
Is (as the learned Stoics maintain) 
Not bad simpliciter, nor good, 185 

But merely as 'tis understood. 
Sense is deceitful, and many feign 
As well in counterfeiting pain 
As othOT ^oss phenomenas. 
In which it oft mistakes the case. 190 

But since th' immortal intellect 
(That's free from error and defect, 
Whose objects still persist the same) 
% Js free from outward bruise and maim* 
F2 
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'WSueh nought eztemal can ezpoM 196 

To £7088 material bangs or blows, 

It f<3low8 we can ne'er be sure 

Whether we pain or not endure ; 

And just so lar are sore and griey'd, 

As by the fancy is believ'd. 200 

Some have been wounded with conoeit« 

And died of mere opinion straight; 

Others, tho' wounded sore in reasim, 

Felt no contusion, nor dpcretion. 

A Saxon duke did ^w so fat, 905 

The mice (as histories relate) 

Eat grots and labyrmths to dwell in 

His postic parts, without his feeling : 

Then how isH possible a kick 

Should e'er reach that wa;^ to the quick? 210 

Quoth she, I grant it is in vain 
For one that's l^ted to feel pain. 
Because the pangs his bones endive 
Contribute nothmg to the ctnre i 
Yet honour hurt is wont to ragO 315 

With pain no med'cine can assuage. 

Quoth he, That honour's very squeamiatl 
That takes a basting for a blemish ; 
For what's more hcm'rable than scars, 
Or 6kin to tatters rent in wars ? 220 

Some have been beaten till they know 
What wood a cudgel's of by th' Wow ; 
Some kick'd until they can feel whether 
A shoe be Spanish or neat's leather; 
And yet have met, after long running, 2Si5 
With-some whom they have taught tfa&t cun*- 
The farthest way about t' o'ercome, ' [ning. 
In th' end does prove the nearest home. 
By laws of learned duellists, 
Iney that are bruis'd with wood ot fists, 230 
And think one beating may for once 
Suffice, are cowards and paltroons : 
But if they dare engage t' a second. 
They're stout and gallant fellows reckoned. 

905. The history of the Duke of Saxony is not lo 
strange ai that of a bishop, his countryman) who was 
quite eaten up with rats and mice< 
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Th' old Romans fireedom did bestow, d35 
Our princes worship, with a blow. 
King Pyrrhus curM his splenetic 
And testy courtiers with a kick. 
The Negus, when some mighty lord 
Or potentate's to be restored, 240 

And pardonM for some great offence, 
With which he'*s willing to dispense, 
First has him laid upon his belly, 
Then beaten back and side to a jelly ; 
That done, he rises, humbly bows, 245 

And gives thanks for the princelv blows ; 
Departs not meanly proud, and boasting 
Of nis magnificent rib-roasting. 
The beaten soldier proves most manful, 
That, like his sword, endures the anvil, 25D 
And justly's held more formidable, 
The more his valour's malleable : 
But he that fears a bastinado 
Will run away from his own shadow : 
And though I'm now in durance fast, 255 

By our own party basely cast, 
Ransom, excoanffe, parole refhs'd. 
And worse than by the en'my us'd : 
In close catasta shut, past hope 
Of wit or valour to elope ; 260 

As beards the nearer that they tend 
To th' earth still grow more reverend , 
And cannons shoot the higher pitches. 
The lower we let down their breeches ; 
111 make this low dejected fate 265 

Advance me to a greater height 

Quoth she, T' have almost made me in love 
WiUi that which did my pity move. 
Great wits and valours, like great states. 
Do sometimes sink with their own weights : 270 

837. Pyrrbas, king of Epirus, aa Pliny says, hod this 
oecalt quality in his toe, * Poliicis in deztro pede tactu 
U^noflt medebatur,* I. 7. e. 13. 

9BI). Catasta is but a pair of stocks in Englisb. But 
beroica] poetry must not admit of any vulgar word (espe- 
eially of paltry signification,) and therefore tome of our 
nndern authors are fain to import foreign words trout 
itNTD^tbat were never before beard of in our lap — "" 
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Th' extremes of i^onr and of shtme, 

Like east and west, become the same : 

No Indian prince has to his palace 

More foil Vers than a thief to th' gallows. 

Butifabeatinf seemsobraye, 375 

What glories must a whipping have? 

Such great achievements cannot fiul 

To ca6t salt on a woman^s tail : 

For if I thought your natural talent 

Of passive courage were so gallant, 380 

As you strain hard to have it thought, 

I could grow amorous, and dote. 

When Hudibras this language heard, 
He prick'd up*s ears, and stroked his beard : 
Thoughthe, this is the luck^ hour; 365 

Wines work when vines are in the flow'r. 
This crisis then 111 set my rest on, 
And put her boldly to the question. 

Madam, what you would seem to doubt, 
Shall be to all the world made out, 390 

How IVe been drubbed, and with what spirit 
And magnanimity I bear it ; 
And if you doubt it to be true, 
ni stake myself down- against you: 
And if I fail in love or troth, 395 

Be you the winner, and take both. 

Quoth she, IVe heard old cunning stagen 
Say, fools for arguments use wagers ; 
And though I prais'd your valour, yet 
I did not mean to baulk your wit ; 300 

Which if you have, you must needs know 
What I have told you before now, 
And you b' experiment have proved, 
I cannot love where I'm belov'd. 

Quoth Hudibras, 'tis a capnoh . 905 

Beyond th' infliction of a witch ; 
So cheats to play with those still aim 
That do not understand the game. 
Love in your heart as idly buj»s 
As fire in antique Roman urns, 310 

To warm the dead, and vainly light • 
Those only that see nothing by't. 
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Have 7<m not power to etttertaiii« 

And render love for lore ^gmn ; 

As no man can draw.in his breath 315 

At once, and force out air beneath ? 

Or do you love vourself so much. 

To bear all rivab else a grutch f 

What fate can lay a greater curse 

Than you upon yourself would force ? 320 

For wedlock without love, some say, 

Is but a lock without a key. 

It is a kind of rape to marry 

One that neglects, or cares not for ye : 

For what does make it ravishment, 325 

But b^in^ ag^ainst the mind^s consent? 

A rape tnat is the more inhuman 

For being acted by a woman. 

Whv are you ^u*. but to entice us 

To love you, that you may despise us ? 330 

Rut though you cannot love, you say, 

Out of your own fanatic way. 

Why should you not at least allow 

Those that love you to do so too ? 

For, as you fly me, and pursue 335 

Love more averse so I do you ; 

And am by your own doctrine taught 

To practise what you call a fau't. 

Quoth she. If what you say is true, 
You must fly me as I do you ; ^ 340 

But 'tis not what we do bat say. 
In love and preaching that must sway. 

Quoth he. To bid me not to love. 
Is to forbid my pulse to move, 
My beard to grow, my ears to prick up. 
Or (when I'm in a fit) to hiccup : 
Command me to piss out the moon. 
And 'twill as easily be done. 
Lovers power's too great.to be withstood 
Qy feeble human fl^ and blood. 350 

'Twas he that brought upon his knees 
The bect'ring, kill-cow Hercules; 
Transform'd his leager-lion's skin 
T' ft petticoat, and made him spin i 
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SeizM <m hk dub, and made it dwindle 8S5 

T' a feeble distaff and a spindle. 

Twas he that made emp'rors gallants 

To their own sisters ana tiieir aunts ; 

Set popes and cardinals agog, 

To play with pages at leap-ftig. 360 

'Twas he that ffave our senate purges, 

And fluzM the nouse of many a buigesi ; 

Made those that represent the nation 

Submit, and suffer amputation ; 

And all the grandees o* th' cabal 365 

Adjourn to tubs at spring and fall. 

He mounted synod-men, and rode 'em 

To Dirty Lane and Uttle Sodom ; 

Made 'em curvet like Spanish jenets, 

And take the ring at Madam $70 

'Twas he that made Saint Francis do 
More than the devil could tempt him to, 
In cold and frosty weather grow 
Enamour'd of a wife of snow ; 
And thou^ she were of rigid temper, 375 
Wtb melting flames accost and tempt her; 
Which after m enjoyment quenching, 
He hunff a garland on his engine. 

Quoth she, if love hath these effects, 
Why is it not forbid our sex ? 380 

Why is't not damnM and interdicted, 
For diaboUcal and wicked ? 
And sung, as out of tune, against, 
As Turk and pope fu-e by the saints? 
I find I've greater reason for it, 385 

Tjian I behev'd before, t' abhor it. 

Quoth Hudibras, These sad eflbcts 
Spring from your heathenish neglects 
Of Love's great pow'r, which he retains 
Upon yourselves with equal scorns ; 390 

«71. Th« ancieqt writere of the lives of saints were 
Of the same sort of people wljo flret writ of Icnfgbt-er- 
rantry ; and as in iho one they rendered the brave ac- 
tions of some great persons ridicoJous, by their prodifi- 
ous lies, and sottish wav of describing tbem, io thw 
have abused the piety of some devout persons, by hi 
iwrtof fueli ftortep eq tl|<«) ffs ttai9 tt|H)|| 8^ fiinclir 
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And thow who worthy loren difMi 

Pla^jfoei with prepoflft'rous appetite. 

This made the beauteous queen of Crete 

To take a town-bull for her sweet, 

And from her greatness stoop so low, 395 

To be the rival of a cow : 

Others to prostitute their great hearts, 

To be baboons' and monkeys' sweethearts ; 

Some with ^e devl himself in league grow, 

By's representative a Negro. 400 

*Twas this made vestal maid lovennck, 

And venture to be buiy'd quick : 

Some by their fathers, and their brothen» 

To be made mistresses and mothers. 

Tis this that proudest dames enamouB 405 

On lacqueys and valets de chambres ; 

Their haughty stomachs overcomes. 

And makes 'em stoop to dirty gro<MnB; 

To slight the world, and to disparage 

Claps, issue, infamy, and marriage. 41C 

Quoth she, These judgments are severe, 
Yet such as I should rather bear 
Than trust men with their oaths, or prove 
Their faith and secresy in love. 

SajTs he. There is as weighty reason 415 
For secresy in love as treason, 
tiove is a bur^larer, a felon. 
That at the wmdore-eye does steal in« 
To rob the heart, and with his prey 
Steals out again a closer way, 490 

Which whosoever can discover. 
He's sure (as he deserves) to suiSer, 
Love is a fire, that bums and sparkles 
In men as nat'rally as in charcoals. 
Which sooty chemists stop in holes, 425 

When out of wood they extract coals : 
So lovers should their passions choke, 
That, tho' they burn, tney may not smoke. 

383. The history of Pasiphae is oommon snoui^ : 
only this may be observed, that though she brought tk« 
bull a son and heir, yet the husband was fain to father 



It, as appears by the name ; perhaps, because betng an 
island, he was withbi the four teas when tlM mutn 
was begotten. 
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Tis like that rtordy thief that stole 
And dragffM beasts backward u»to's hole : 430 
So Love does lovers, and us men 
J>raws b^ the tails into his den. 
That no impression may discover, 
And trace t^his cave the wary lover. 
But if you doubt I should reveal 435 

What you entrust me under seal, 
111 prove myself as close and virtuous 
As your own secretary Albertus. 

Quoth she, I grant ^ou may be dose 
In hiding what your aims propose. 440 

Love-passions are like parables, 
By which men still mean something else. 
Tliough love be all the world^s pretence, 
Money's the mytholoaic sense ; 
The real substance of the shadow, 445 

Which all address and courtship's made to. 

Thought he, I understand your play, 
And how to quit you your own way : 
He that will win his dame must do 
As Love does when he bends his bow ; 450 
With one hand thrust the lady from, 
And with the other pull her home. 
I grant, quoth he, wealth is a great 
Provocative to am'rous heat : 
It is aU philtres, and high diet, 455 

That makes love rampant, and to fly out : 
Tis beauty always in the flower. 
That buds and blossoms at fourscore : 
'Tis that by which the sun and moon 
At their own weapons are outdone : 460 

That makes knights-errant fall in trances. 
And lay about 'em in romances : 
*Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and all 
That men divine and sacred call : 
For what is worth in any thing, 465 

But so much mone^ as 'twill bring ? 
Or what but riches is there known. 
Which man can solely call hia own ; 

438. Albertus Magnus was a Swedish bishop, who 
wrote a veiy learned work} * Pe Secietig Muliemm.* 
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In which no creature goes his hali^ 

Unless it be to squint and laugh ? 470 

I do confess with goods and land, 

I'd have a wife at second-hand ; 

And such you are. Nor isH your person 

My stomach^s set so sharp and fierce on ; 

But 'tis (your better part) your riches, 475 

That my enamourM beaxt bewitches. 

Let me your fortune but possess, 

And settle your person bow you |>leaM: 

Or make it o'er m trust to th' devil ; 

You'll find me reasonable and civil. 480 

Quoth she, I like this plainness better 
Than false mock-passion, speech, or letter, 
Or any &at of qualm or sowning. 
But hanging of yourself, or drowning. 
Your on^ way with me to break 485 

Your mind, is breaking of your neck ; 
For as when merchants break, o'erthrown 
Like nine-pinSf they strike others down. 
So that would break my heart, which done. 
My tempting fortune is your own. 490 

These are but trifles ; ev'ry lover 
"Will damn himself over and over. 
And greater matters undertake 
For a less worthy mistress' sake : 
Yet th' are the onl^ way to prove 495 

Th' unfcign'd reahties of love : 
For he that hangs, or beats out's tirains. 
The devil's in him if he feigns. 

Quoth Hudibras, Tliis way's too rough 
For mere experiment and proof: 500 

It is no jesting trivial matter. 
To swing i' th' air, or douce in water. 
And, like a water-witch, try love ; 
That's to destroy, and not to prove : 
As if a man should be dissected 505 

To find what part is disaffected. 
Your better way is to make over, 
In trust, your fortune to your lover, 

470. Pliny in his Natural History, afllnnf,that, *ITal 
animaliuin liomlni ocuH depravantur, uude cognomma 
Strabonam et Petorum.' Lib. S. 
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Truft ii a trial; if it break, 

Tifl not so desperate as a neck. 510 

Beside, th' experiment's more cortam; 

Men venture necks to gain a fortune : 

The soldier does it ev*ry day 

(Eight to the week) for six-pence pay : 

Tour pettifoggers damn their souls, 515 

To share wiu knaves in cheating fools : 

And merchants, vent'rin^f through the nu^n, 

Slight pirates, rocks, ana horns, for gain. 

This is the way I advise you to : 

Trust me, and see what I will do. 520 

Quoth she, I should be loth to run 
Myself all th' hazard, and you none ; 
Which must be done, unless son^e deed 
Of yours aforesaid do precede. 
Give yourself one gentle swing, 525 

For trial, and I'll cut the string : 
Or give that reverend head a ilaul, 
Or two, or three, against a wall. 
To show you are a man of mettle. 
And I'll engt^ myself to settle. 530 

Quoth he, Mv head's not made of brass, 
As Friar Bacon's noddle was. 
Nor (like the Indian^ skull) so tough. 
That authors say, 'twas musket-proof; 
As it had need to be, to enter, 535 

As yet, on any new adventure : 
You see what bangs it has endur'd. 
That would, before new feats be cur'd : 
But if that's all you stand upon. 
Here, strike me luck, it shall be done. 540 

Quoth she. The matter's not so far ^one 
As you suppose : two words t' a bargain : 

532. The tradition of Friar Bacon and theBrazen Head 
ii very commonly Icnown -, and, considering tlie times lie 
lived in, is not much more strange than what another 
great philosopher of his name has delivered up of a ring, 
that being Ued in a string, and held like a pendulum in 
the middle of a silver bowl, will vibrate of itself, and 
tell exactly against the sides of the divining cup, the 
same thing with, Time is, time was, &c. 

533. American Indians, aniong^hom (the same aa 
tbors affirm) there are others whose skulls are so soft, to 

'"V their own words, < Vt digtto perforari poesunu* 
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That nUy be done, and time enough, 

M^en you have given dpwnright proof: 

And yet 'tis no fantastic pique 545 

I have to love, nor coy dislike : 

Tis no implicit, nice aversion 

T' your conversation, mien, or person. 

But a just fear, lest you should prove 

False and perfidious in love : 550 

For if I thought you could be true, 

I could love twice as much as you. 

Quoth he. My faith, as adamantine 
As chams of destiny, I'll maintain : 
True as Apollo ever spoke, 555 

Or oracle from heart of oak : 
And if youll give my flame but vent, 
Now in dose hugger-mugger pent, 
And shine upon me but l^nignly. 
With that one and that other pigsney, 560 
The sun and day shall sooner part. 
Than love of you shake off my heart ; 
The sun, that shall no more dispense 
His own, but your bright influence. 
Ill carve yoiir name on barks of trees, 565 
WiUi true-loveVknots and flourishes, 
That shall infuse eternal spring, 
And everlasting flourishing ; 
Drink evVy letter on't in stum. 
And make it brisk champoj^e become : 570 
Where'er you tread, your foot shall set 
The primrose and the violet : 
All spices, perfumes, and sweet powders, 
Shall borrow from your breath their odoun : 
Nature her charter shall renew, 575 

And take all lives of things from you ; 
The world depend upon your eye. 
And when you frown upon it, die : 
Only our loves shall stiU survive, 
New worlds and natures to outlive, 580 

And, like to heralds' moons, remain 
All crescents, without change or wane. 

658. Japiter*t orteI« In Epinia, near tbe ettjr of Dodo- 
na, * Ubi nemiw erat Jovi sacram. Querneum totniD^ 
in quo Jovis Dodoovi templum fuisw narrauv.* 
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J 
Hold, hold, quoth ihe; no mora •£ ihia, "^ 

Sir Knight ; you take your aim aiaka : 

Por you will find it a hard chapter 58S- 

To catch me with poetic rapture, 

In which your mattery of art 

Doth shew itft^ and not your heart : 

Nor will you raise in mine combustion 

Bv dint of high heroic fustian^ 590 

She that with poetry is won. 

Is but a desk to write upon ; 

And what men say of her, they mean 

No more than on the thing ^ey lean. 

Some with Arabian spices strive 595 

T* embalm her cruelly alive ; 

Or season her, as French cooks use 

Their haut-gouts, bouillies, or ragouts : 

Use her s^ barbarously ill. 

To grind her hps upon a mill, 600 

Until the facet doublet doth 

Fit their riiymes rather than her mouth : 

Her mouth compared to an oyster's, with 

A row of pearl in't — 'stead of teeth. 

Others make posies cY her cheeks, 005 

Where red and whitest colours mix ; 

In which the lily, and the rose, 

For Indian lake and ceruse goes. 

The sun and moon by her brif ht eyes 

Echps'd and darkenM in the skies, 610 

Are but black patches, that she wears, 

Cut into suns, and moons, and stars: 

By which astrologers, as well 

As those in heaven above, can tell 

What strange events they do foreshow 615 

Unto her umler*world below. 

Her voice, the music of the spheres, 

8o loud, it deafens mortals' ears, 

As wise philosophers have thought; 

And that's the cause we hear it not. 680 

This has been done by some, who those 

Th* ador'd in rhyme would kick in prose } 

And in those ribbons would have hung, \ 

Of which melodiously they sung ; _; 

i 
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That have the hard fate to write beet 0S5 

Of those still that deserve it least ; 

It matton not how false or forcM, 

fin the best things be said o' th' worst : 

It ffoes for nothmg when 'tis said ; 

Omy the a^-ow's drawn to th' head, 630 

Whether it be a swan or goose 

They level at : so shepherds use 

Te set the same mark on the hip 

Both of their sound and rotten sheep : 

For wits, that carrv low or wide, 635 

Must be aimM higher, or beside 

The mark, which else they ne'er come nigh, 

But when they take their aim awiy. 

But 1 do wonder you should choose 

This way t' attack me with your Muse* 640 

As one cut out to pass your tricks on. 

With fulbams of poetic fiction ; 

I rather hop'd I should no more 

Hear from you o' th' gallanting score : 

For hard dry^Nistin^s us'dto prove 645 

The readiest remedies of ^e ; 

Next a dry-diet ; but if those fail. 

Yet this uneasy loop-bol'd jail. 

In which y' are hamperM by the fetlock^ 

Cannot but put y' in mind of wedlock : 650 

Wedlock, that's worse than any hole here, 



Nor rather thank your gentler fate, 655 

That for a bruis'd or broken pate 

Has freed vou from those knobs that grow 

Much harder on the marryM brow ; 

But if no dread can cool your courage. 

From ventMng on that dragon, marriage, 660 

Yet give me quarter, and advance 

To nobler aims your puissance : 

Level at beauty and at wit ; 

The fairest mark is easiest hit. 

Quoth Hudibras, I'm beforehand 66» 

In that already, with your command ; 
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For wfaare does boauty and high wit 
Bat in your constellation meet ? 

Quoth she, What does a match im^y, 
But Ukeness and equality? €70 

I know you cannot think me fit 
To be th' yoke-fdlow of your wit ; 
Nor take one of so mean deserts. 
To be the partner of your parts ; 
A grace, which, if I couM beUeve, 675 

I've not the conscience to receive. 

That conscience, quoth Hudibras, 
Is misinformM : I'll state the case : 
A man may be a legal donor 
Of any thing whereof he's owner, 690 

And may confer it where he lists, 
r th' judgment of all casuists ; 
Then wit, and parts, and valour, may 
Be lUi'nated, and made away. 
By those that are proprietors, 685 

As I may five or sell my horse. 

Quoth she, I grai^ the case is true. 
And proper 'twixt jftur horse and you ; 
But whether I may take as well 
As you may give away or sell f 690 

Buyers, you know, are bid beware ; 
And worse than thieves receivers are. 
How shall I answer hue and cry. 
For a roan-gelding, twelve hands high. 
All spurr'd and switched, a lock on 's hooi^ 695 
A sorrel mane? Can I bring proof 
Where, when, by whom, and what y' were sold 
And in the open market toU'd for ?^ [for, 

Or should I take you for a stray. 
You must be kept a year and day 700 

(Ere I can own yoa) here i' th' pound. 
Where, if y' are sought, you may be found : 
And in the meantime 1 must pay 
For all your provender and hay. 

Quoth he, It stands me much upon 705 

T' enervate this objection, 
And pove myself, by topic clear. 
No gelding, as you would infer. 

Digitized by ^OOgle 



PART IL— CANTO L 119 

Loss of TiriUty*f averred 

To be the cause of loss of beard, 710 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 

Abortive on the chin become. 

This first a woman did inFont, 

In envy of man^s ornament ; 

Semiramis of Babylon, 715 

Who first of all cut men o* th' stooe, 

To mar their beards, and lay foondation 

Of sow-gelderingf operation. 

Look on this beard, and tell me whether 

Eunuchs wear such, or geldings either i 790 

Next it appears I am no horse ; 

That I can aigue and discourse ; 

Have but two legs, and ne V a taiL 

Quoth she. That nothing will avail ; 
For some philosophers of late here, 725 

Write men have four legs by nature. 
And that 'tis custom makes them go 
Erroneously upon but two ; 
As 'twas in Grermany made good 
B' a boy that lost himself in a wood, 730 

And growing down f a man, was wont 
With wolves upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reasons drawn from tails. 
We cannot say they're true or false, 
Till you explain yourself, and shew, 735 

B' experiment, Uis so or no. 

Quoth he. If you'll join issue on% 
111 give you satisfactory account; 
So you will promise, if you lose. 
To settle all, and be my spouse. ' . 740 

715. Semiramis, queen of Assyria, is tnid to be the 
first that invented eunuchs. * Semiramis tenerns maren 
castravit omnium prima-* Am. Marcel- 1. 34. p. 19. 
Which is soreethiog strange in a lady of her constitu- 
tion, who is said to nave received horsea into her em- 
braces; but that, perhaps, may be the reason why she 
afterwards thought men not worth the while. 

735. Sir K. D. in hia Boole of Bodies, who has this 
story of the German Boy, which he endeavours to mako 
good by several natural reasons ; by which those who 
have the dexteritv to believe what they pleaM may be 
fully satisfied of the probability of it. 
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That nerer shall be dose {quoth dM) 
To one that Wants a tail, by me : 
For tails bj natoie suie were meant, 
As well as beards for ornament : 
And though the yulgar count them homdj, 745 
I In men or beast they are so comely, 
' So jantoe,.alamode, and handsome, 
I'll never many man that wants one; 
And tUl you can demonstrate jdais, 
You have one equal to your mane, 750 

111 be torn piecemeal by a horse, 
£re I'll take you for better or worse. 
The Prince of Cambay's daily food 
Is asp, and basilisk, aiKl toad. 
Which makes him have so strong a breath, 755 
Each night he stinks a queen to death ; 
Yet I shall rather lie in 's arms 
Than yours, on any other terms. 

Quoth he. What nature can afford 
I shall produce, upon my word ; 760 

And if she ever gave ths^t boon 
To man, Fll prove that Iliave one ; 
I mean by postulate illation. 
When you shall offer just oecasion : 
But since y' have yet deny'd to give 7ft5 

My heart, your pns'ner, a reprieve, 
fiut make it sink down to my heel. 
Let that at least your piUr feel ; 
And, for the suffering of your martyr. 
Give its poor entertamer quarter ; 770 

And, by dischar^ or inainprize, grant 
Delivery from this base restraint. 

Quoth she, I grieve to see your leg 
Stuck in a hole here like a peg ; 
And if I knew which way to do'*t, 775 

(Your honour safe) Fd let you out 
That dames by jaU delivery 
Of errant-knights have been set free. 
When by enchantment they have been, 
And sometimes for it, too, laid in, 780 

Is that which knights are bound to do 
By order, oath, and honour too : 
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For what Are they rcnownM and famous else, 
But aiding of distressed damosels ? 
Bat for a lady, no ways errant, 785 

To free a knight, we have no warrant 
In any authentical romance. 
Or classic author.yet of France ; 
And rd be loth to have you bresik 
An ancient custom for a freak, 790 I 

Or innovation introduce 
In place of things of antique use. 
To free your heels by any course. 
That might b' unwholesome to your spurs ; 
Which, if I should consent unto, 795 

It is not in my pow'r to do ; 
For ^tis a service must be doiib ye 
With sole^nn previous ceremony, 
Which always has been usM t^ untie 
The charms of those who here do lie : 800 
For as the ancients heretofore 
To Honour's temple had no door 
But that wliich through Virtue's lay. 
So from this dungeon there's no way 
To honourM freedom, but by passing 905 

That other virtuous school of lashing. 
Where kniffhts are kept in narrow lists. 
With wooden lockets 'bout their wrists ; 
In which they for a while are tenants. 
And for their ladies suffer penance : 810 

Whipping, that's Virtue's governess,. 
Tutoress of arts and sciences ; 
That mends the ^ross mistakes of Nature, ' 
And puts new lite into dull matter; 
That lays foundation for renown, 615 

And all the honours of the gown. 
This suffer'd, they are set at large. 
And freed with hon'rable discharge. 
Then in their robes the penitentials 
Are straight presented with credentials, 820 
And m their way attended on 
By magistrates of ev'ry town : 
And, aU respect and cliarges paid, 
They're to their ancient seats conyey'd. 
G 
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Now if you'll Tentuie^ for my iftke, 8S5 

To try the touglmess of your back. 

And suflfer (as the rest have done) 

The laying of a whipping on 

(And may you prosper in your suit, 

As you with equal vigour do't,) 830 

I here engage myself to loose ye, ,^ 

And free your heels from Caperdewsie. 

But since our sex's modesty 

Will not allow I should be by, 

Bring me, on oath, a fair account, o35 

Andnonour too, when you have donet, 

And 111 admit you to the place 

You claim as due in my good grace. 

If matrimony and h a nging go 

Bv dest'ny, why not whipping too ? 840 

What med'cine else can cure the fits 

Of lovers when they lose their wits ? 

Love is a boy by poets styl'd ; 

Then spare the rod, and spoil the chad. 

A Persian emperor whippM his grannam, 845 

The sea, his mother Venus came on ; 

And hence some revVend men approve 

Of rosemary in making love. 

As skilful coopers hoop their tubs 

With Lydian and with Phrygian dubs, 850 

Why may not whipping have as good 

A grace ? perform'd in time and mood, 

With comely movement, and by art, 

Raise passion in a lady's heart ? 

It is an easier way to make 855 

Love by, than that which many take. 

Who would not rather suffer whipping, 

Than swallow toasts of bits of ribbon? 

Make wicked versos, treats, and faces, 

And spell names over with beer-glasses ; ow 

Be under vows to hang and die 

Iiore's sacrifice, and aU a lie ? 

With China-oranges, and tarts. 

And whining plays, lay baits for hearts? 

845. Xerzet, wtw used to whip the teas aad wind. 
'IneommatquaEanuieoUtassevireflatiUis.* Jo? 
Sot. 10. 
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Bribe cfaamlMr-iMudi, widi love and money^SSS 

To break no relish jeets upon je? 

For lilies limn^a on cteBeks, iad roeee, 

With punted perftunes, hazard noeei ? 

Or, venturing to be brisk and wanton, 

Do penance in a paper lantern f 870 

All this you may compound for now, 

By suffering what I oner you ; 

Which is no more than'has been done 

By knights for ladies long agone. 

Did not the great La Mancha do so 875 

For the Iniknta del Toboso ? 

Did not th' illustrious Bassa make 

Himself a slave f<Nr Mns^s sakef 

And with buIPs |nnle, for her love. 

Was tawM as gentle as a glove ^ 880 

Was not younj Florio sent (to cool 

His flame for fiiancafiore) to school. 

Where pedant made his pathic bum 

For her sake suffer martyrdom f 

Did not a certa'm lady whip 885 

Of late her husband's own lordship? 

And though a grandee of the house, 

Clawed him with fundamental blows ; 

TyM him stark naked to a bed-post. 

And firk'd his hide, as if sh' had rid post; 890 

And after in the sessions-court, 

"Vl^ere whipping's judg'd, had honour fort ; 

This4wear von wiU peribnn and then 

111 set you from the enchanted den. 

And the magidan's eirde clear. 895 

Quoth he, I do profees and swear. 
And will perfbnn what you enjoin. 
Or may I never see you mine. 

Amen (quoth she ;) then tum*d about. 
And bid her Squire let him out. 900 

But ere an artist ooidd be found 
T* undo the charms another bound. 
The sun grew low, and left the skies. 
Put down (some write) by ladies' eyes. 
The moon pull'd off her veil of li^ 906 

Thai Mdttber face by day fhun Mgfat 
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Myg^&noxui veU, of biigfatnei 

Thafs both herluatre and her shaded 

And in the lantern of the night 

l^ith shining horns hung out her light ; 910 

For darkness is the proper sphere, 

Where all false glories use t' appear. 

The twinkling stars began to muster, 

And glitter with their borrow^ lustre, 

While sleep the wearyM world relieved, 915 

By counterfeiting death revived. 

His whipping penance till the mom 

Our Yot'iy thought it best t' adjourn. 

And not to carry on a work 

Of such importance in the dark, 920 

With erring haste, but rather stay, 

And do*t in tlie open face of day ; 

And in the mean time ^o in quest 

Of next retreat to take his rest. 



CANTO n. 

The Knight and Squire, in hot dispute, 
Within an ace of tailing out, 
Are parted with a sudden fright 
or strange alarm, and strangoriitbt; 
With which adventuring to stickle, 
They*re tent away in nasty pickle. 

'Tis strange how some men^s tempers sui* 
(Like bawd and brandy) with dispute. 
That for their own opmions stand fast 
Only to have them clawM and canvast ; 
That keep their consciences in cases, 5 

As fiddlers do their crowds and bases. 
Ne'er to be us'd but when they're bent 
To play a fit for argument ; 
Make true and false, unjust and just. 
Of no use but to be discust ; 10 

Dispute, and set a paradox 
. Like a strait boot upon the stocks. 
And stretch it more unmercifully 
Than Helmont, Montaigne, Whito, or Tully. 
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So th' ancient Stoics, in their porch, 15 

With fierce dbpute maintainM their church ; 

Beat out their brains in fi^ht and stady, 

To prove that virtue is a body ; 

That bonum is an animal. 

Made jBfOod with stout polemic brawl ; 20 

In which some hundreds on the place 

Were slain outright ; and many a face 

Retrenched of nose, and eyes, and beard, 

To maintain what their sect averred. 

All which the Knight and Squire, in wrath, 25 

Had like t^ have smTer'd for their faith ; 

Each striving to make good his own. 

As by the sequel shall be shown. 

The sun had long since, in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken odt his nap, 30 

And, like a lobster boil'd, the mom 
From black to red began to turn, 
When Hudibras, whom thoughts and aking 
Twixt sleepingr kept all night and waking, 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes, 35 

And from his couch prepared to rise, 
Resolving to dispatch the deed 
He vow*d to do with trusty speed : 
But first, with knocking loud, and bawling, 
He rous*d the Squire, in truckle lolling : 40 
And, afler many circumstances, 
Which vulgar authors, in romances, 
Do use to spend their time and mts on. 
To make impertinent description. 
They got (with much ado) to horse, 45 

And to the castle bent their course. 
In which he to the dame before 
To suffer whipping duly swore ; 

15. ' In porticu (Stolcoram SchoU Atbenis) dlselpii- 
lonim aeditionibut mille quadringenti triginta dvst in« 
UrfectI tant* Diog. Laert. in vita Zenonis, p. 383. 
TlMM old virtooMM were beuer proficients In these ex- 
ercises than modem, who seldom improve higher than 
eoflinx and kicking. 

19. Bonum issnch akindof animal as our modem vir- 
tnosl from Don Quixote will have windmills,under sal^ 
to be. The same authors are ofopinion, that all ships are 
fishes while thef are afloat ; but when they are run or 
ground, or laid up In the dock, become ships again. 



, VtV.'*^JVIV^ 



tm aUDIBRAS. 

Whwe now arriVd, mad hilf unhumst, 

T« tuty on the work in eameit, 50 

He stopp^di and paused npon the tttddeo^ 

And with a serious forehead ploddm^ , 

Sprung a new scruple in his head, 

Which first he scratchM^ and after said— 

Whether it be direct infringing 55 

An oath, if I should wave uiis swingeing, 

And what IVe sworn to bear, fi>rbew, 

And so b' ef^uivocation swear. 

Or whether it be a lesser sin 

To be ferswom than act the thinff, €(| 

Are deep and subtle points, which mtist, 

T* inform my conscience, be discust; 

In which to «t a little may 

To errors infinite make way : 

And therefore I desire to know 05 

Thy judgment ere we fiirther go. 

Quoth Ralpho, Since you do enjoin*t« 
I shall oilaTge upon the point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
Th' affirmative may be made out. 70 

But first, to state the case aright. 
For best advantage of our light. 
And IhuB ^is : Whether 't m a rin 
To daw and curry your own skin. 
Greater or less, than to forbear, T5 

And that you are forsworn, forswear. 
But first, o* th' first : Olie mward man, 
And outward, like a clan and clan, 
Haye always been at daggers-drawing. 
And one another clapper-<;lawiiig. 80 

Not that they really cufi^ or fence. 
But in a spintual mystic sense ; 
Which to mistake, and make 'em squabble, 
In literal fray 's abominable. 
Tis heathenish, in frequent use 85 

With Pagans and apostate Jews, 
To ofier sacrifice of bridewells. 
Like modem Indians to their idols; 
And mongrel Christians of our times, 
That expiate less with greater crimes, 90 
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And call the fool abommatioii 

Contritioii and mortification. 

Is \ not enough we^ bniisM and ki^ed 

With ainful members of the wicked ; 

Our vessds, that are sanctifyM, 95 

PrbfanM and curryM back and side ; 

But we must claw ourselves with shameful 

And heathen stripes, by their example ; 

Which (were there nothing to forbid it) 

Is impious, because they did it : 100 

This, therefore, may be justly reckonM 

A heinous sin. Now to the second : 

That saints may claim a dispensation 

To swear and nirswear, on occasion, 

I doubt not but it will appear 105 

With pregnant light : the pomt is cleur. 

Oaths are but words, and words but wind; 

Too feeble implements to bind ; 

And hold with deeds proportion so 

As shadows to a substance do. ^ 110 

Then when they strive for place, His fit 

The weaker vessel should submit. 

Although your church be opposite 

To ours as Black Friars are to White, 

In rule and order, yet I grant, 115 

You are a Reformado Saint ; 

And what the saints do claim as due, 

Tou may pretend a title to : 

But saints whom oaths and vows oblige. 

Know Uttle of their privilege ; 12ft 

Farther (I mean) than carrying on 

Some self-advantage of their own ; 

For if the devH, to serve his tiwn, ' 

Can tell truth, why the saints should scorn, 

When it serves theirs, to swear and lie, 12$ 

I think there^s little reason why : 

Else h' has a greater power than they. 

Which twere impiety to say. 

W* are not commanded to forbear 

Indefinitely at all to swear ; ' 130 

Bat to swear idly, and in vain. 

Without sdf-interest or gain : 
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For breaking of 4n oath, and lying, 

Is but a kind of self-denying ; 

A saint-like virtue : and from hence 135 

Some have broke oaths by Providence ; 

Some, to the glory of the Lord, 

Perjur'd themselves, and broke theur word ; 

And this the constant rule and practice 

^ Of all our late Apostles' acts is. 140 

Was not the cause at first begun 
With perjury, and carried on r 
Was there an oath the godlv took, 
But in due time and place they broke ? 
Did we not bring our oaths in first, 145 

Before our plate, to have them burat. 
And cast in fitter models for 
The present use of church and war ? 
Did not our wortliies of the house, 
Before they broke the peace, break vows? 150 
For having freed us first from both 
Th' allegiance and supremacy oath. 
Did they not next compel the nation 
To take and break the protestation ? 
To swear, and ai\er to recant 155 

The solemn league and covenant? 
To take tb* engagement, and disclaim it, 
Enforc*d by those who first did frame it? 
Did they not swear, at first, to fight 

%For the king's safety and his right, 160 

' And afler maroh'd to find him out. 
And char^M him home with horse and foot ; 
But yet still had the confidence 
To swear it was in his defence . 
Did they not swear to live and die 165 

With Essex, and straight laid him by ? 
If that were all, for some have swore 
As false as they, if th' did no more. 
Did they not swear to mamtain law. 
In wliicn that swearing made a flaw ? 170 

For Protestant religion vow. 
That did that vowmg disallow ? 
For privilege of Paruament, 
In which that swearing made a rent ' 
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And smoe, of all tha three, not one' 175 

Is left in being, 'tis well known. 

Did thej not swear, in express words, 

To prop and back the House of Lords, 

And after tumM out the whole house-full 

Of peers, as danj^Vous and unuseful f 180 

80 Cromwell, with deep oaths and. vows, 

Swore all the Commons out o' th' House ; 

VowM that the red-coats would disband, 

A^, marry wou'd they, at their command ; 

And tro|rd them on, and swore, and swore, 185 

Till th' army tum'd them out of door. 

This tells us plainly what they thought, 

"fhat oaths and swea^g go for nought. 

And that by them th' were only meant 

To serve for an expedient. 190 

What was the public faith found out for. 

But to slur men of what they fought for ? 

The public faith, which ev'ry one 

Is bound t' observe, yet kept by none ; 

And if that go for nothing, why 195 

Should private faith have snch a tie ? 

Oaths were not purpos'd, more than law, 

To keep the good and just in awe, 

But to confine the bad and sinful, 

Like moral c^ttle,^in a pinfold. SKM) 

A samt 's of th' heav'nly realm a peer ; 

And as no peer is bound to swear, 

put on the goq>el of his honour. 

Of which he may dispose as owner 

It follows, though the thing be forgery, 205 

And false, t' afi&m it is no perjury. 

But a mere cerepiony, and a breach 

Of nothing, but a form of speech $ 

And goes for no more when 'tis took. 

Than mere saluting of the book. SiO 

Suppose the Scriptures are of force. 

They're but commissions of course, 

Afio saints have freedom to digress. 

And vary from 'em, as they please ; 

Or misinterpret them, by private 91$ 

Instructions, to all aims they drive a^ 
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TliMi why should we ounelves abridge 

And curtail our o^ privilege t 

Quakers (that, like'^to lanterns, bear 

Their light within 'em) will not swear : 290 

Their gospel id an accidence, 

By which they construe conscience, 

And hold no sin so deeply red. 

As that of breaking Pnacian's head 

(The head and founder of their order, 5^ 

That stirring hats held worse than murder) ; 

These thinking th' are obliged to troth 

In swearing, will not take an oath : 

Like mules, who, if th' have not their will 

To keep their own pace, stand stocknBtill : 230 

But they are weak, and little know 

What fi-ee-bom consciences may do. 

^Tis the temptation of the devil 

That makes all human actions evil : 

For saints may do the same tilings by 235 

The Spirit^ in sincerity. 

Which other men are tempted to, 

And at the deviPs instance do ; 

And yet the actions be contrary. 

Just as the saints and wicked vaiy. 240 

For as on land there is no beast 

But in some fish at sea 's exprest. 

So in the wicked there^s no vice 

Of which the saints have not a spice ; 

And yet that thins thkt^s pious in 21$ 

The one, in th' other is a sin. 

Ist not ridiculous, and nonsense, 

A saint should be a slave to conscience, 

That ought to be above such fancies, 

As far as above ordinances? 250 

She's of the wicked, as I guess, 

B' her looks, her language, and her dress : 

And though, like constables, we search. 

For false wares, one another's church, 

Tet all of us hold this for true, 255 

No faith is to the wicked due : 

For tj-uth is precious and divine ; 

Too rich a pearl for carnal swine. 
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Quoth Hudibras, All this is trae ; 
Yet 'tis not fit that all men knew 260 

Those mysteries and revelations ; 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtle turns and shifts of sense 
Serve best with th' wicked for pretence ; 
Such as the learned Jesuits use, 265 

And Presbyterians, for excuse 
Against the Protestants, when th' happen 
To find their churches taken napping : 
As thus : A breach of oath is duple, 
And either way admits a scniple, 270 

And may be ex parte of the maker. 
More cruninal than the injured taker ; 
For he that stra'ms too far a vow. 
Will break it, like an o'er-bent bow : 
And he that made, and forc'd it, broke it, 275 
Not he that for conyeniit.ee took it. 
A broken oath is, quatenus oath. 
As sound t* all purposes of troth. 
As broken laws are ne'er the worse ; 
Nay, till th' are broken have no force. 280 
"What's justice to a man, or laws. 
That never comes within their claws? 
They have no pow'r, but to admonish ; 
Cannot control, coerce, or punish ; 
Until they're broken, and then touch 285 

Those only that do make 'em such. 
Beside, no en^ragement is allow'd 
By men in prison made for good ; 
For when they're set at liberty. 
They're from th' engagement too set firee. 290 
The rabbins write, when any Jew 
Did make to God or man, a vow. 
Which afterward he found untoward. 
And stubborn to be kept, or too hturd. 
Any three other Jews o' th' nation 295 

Might firee him from the obligation ; 
And have not two saints pow'r to use 
A.greater privilege than three Jews? 
The court of conscience, which in man 
8houl4 b^ supreme aiid soverei^ 30Q 
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Ut fit ihould be mibordmate ^ ^ 

To evVy petty court i' th' fltftte, 

And have less power than the lesser. 

To deal with perjury at pleasure ; 

Have its prooeedioffs disallowed, or 905 

Allow'd, at fancy otPye-Powder? 

Tell all it docs, or does not know, 

For swearing ex-officio? 

Be forcM t' impeach a broken hedffe, 

And pigs unring'd at Vis. Franc Pledge? 310 

Discover thieves, and bawds, recusants. 

Priests, witches, eves-droppers, and nuisance ; 

Toll who did play at fames unlawful, 

And who fill'd pots of ale but half ftall; 

And have no pow V at all, no shift, 315 

To help itself at a dead lii^ f 

Why should not conscience have vacation 

As well as other courl^ o"* th' nation ; 

Have equal power to adioum. 

Appoint appearance and return : 390 

And make as nice distinction serve 

To split a case, as those that carve, 

Invoking cuckolds' names, bit joints ? 

Why should not tricks as slight do points ? 

Is not th^ High-Court of Justice sworn 325 

To judfe that law that serves their turn ? 

Make their own jealousies high treason. 

And fix *em whomsoever they please on? 

Cannot the learned counsel there 

Make laws in any shape appear ? 330 

Mould 'em as witches do their clay, 

When they make pictures to destroy. 

And vex 'em into any form 

That fits their purpose to do harm ? 

Rack 'em until they do confess, 335 

Impeach of treason whom they please, 

And most porfidiouslv condemn 

Those that enga^g'd their lives for them? 

And yet do nothing in their own sense. 

But what tliey ouf ht by oath and conscience. 

Can they not juggle, and with slight 341 

Conveyance, play with wrong and right ; 
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And sell their blasts of wind as dear 

As Lsg[>land witches bottled air ? 

Win not fear, favour, bribe, and gntd^, 345 

The same case several ways adjudge? 

As seamen with the self-same ^e, 

Will sev'ral diflPrent courses sail. 

As when thp sea breaks o^er its bomids, 

And overflows the level erorrnds, 350 

Those banks and dams, uiat, like a screen, 

Did keep it out, now keep it in ; 

So when tyrannic usurpation 

Invades the freedom of a nation. 

The laws o' th' land, that were intended 355 

To keep it out, are made defend it. 

Does not in Chanc'ry ev'ry man swear 

What makes best for him in his answer ? 

Is not the winding up witnesses 

And nicking more than half the business ? 360 

For witnesses, like watches, go 

Just as they're set, too fast or slow ; 

And where in conscience they're strait-Iac'd, 

'Tis ten to one that side is cast. 

Do not your juries give their verdict 365 

As if they felt the cause, not heard it ? 

And as they please, make matter o' fact 

Rim all on one side, as they're packt ? 

Nature has made man's breast no windores, 

To publish what he does within doors, ^70 

Nor what dark secrets there inhabit, 

Unless his own rash fury blab it. 

If oaths can do a man no ffood 

In his own business, why 9iey should 

In other matters do him hurt, 375 

I think there's Uttle reason for't. 

He that imposes an oath makes it, 

Not he that for convenience takes it : 

Then how can any man be said 

To break an oath he never made ? 380 

These reasons may, perhaps, look oddly 

To the wicked, though th*^ evince the godly ; 

But if they will not serve to dear 

My honour, I am ne'er the near. 
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Honour iff like that glaMT^lmbUa 9dS 

That finds philosophers such trouble, 
Whose least part crack'd, the whole, doei flj, 
^d wits are crack'd to find oat why. 

Quoth Ra^ho, Honour's but a word 
To swear by only in a lord : 390 

In other men, tis but a huff. 
To vapour with, instead of proof ; 
That, like a wen, looks bi^ and swdls» 
Is senseless, and just nothmg else. 

Let it (quoth he) be what it will, 395 

It has the world's opinion stilL 
Bat as men are not wise that run 
The slightest hazards they may shun, 
There may a medium be found out 
To clear to all the world the doubt ; 400 

And that is, if a man mnj do't, 
Byprozy whipt, or substitute. 

Thouffh nice and dark the point appear 
(Quoth Ralph,) it may hold up and dear. 
That sinners may supply the place 405 

Of suffering saints is a plain case. 
Justice gives sentence many times 
On onenmn for another's crimes. 

Our brethren of New England use 
Choice malefactors to excuse, 410 

And hang the guiltless in their stead. 
Of whom the cnurches have less need ; 
As lately t happened : In a town 
There liv'd a cobbler, and but one, 
That out of doctrine could cut use, 415 

And mend men's lives as well as dioes. 
This precious brother having slain, 
In time of peace, an Indian 
(Not out of malice, but mere zeal. 
Because he was an infidel,) 490 

The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our elders an envov, 
Complaining sorely of the breach 
Of league held forth by brother Patch 

413. TiM history of the cobbler bad been atlMCsd hf 
p'WM of ioo^ci^ Who wwe upon the plsM whM 
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Agaimt the arttdes in fbice 415 

Between both churches, hk and onw; 

For which he cravM the saints to render 

Into his hands or han^ th' offender : 

But they maturely having weiffh'd 

They had no more but him o* u' trade, 430 

(A man that senr'd them in a double 

Capacity, to teach and cobble), 

Resolv'd to spare him ; yet, to do 

The Indian Hogh^an Moghgan too 

Impartial justice, in his stetul did 435 

Hang an old weaver, that was bed-rid. 

Then wherefore may not you be sldpp*d, 

And in your room another whippM ? 

For all philosophers, but the sceptic. 

Hold whipping may be syrDpathetie. 440 

It is enouglC quoth Hudibras, 
Thou hast reeoWd and dearM the caee ; 
And canst, in conscience, not refuse 
From thy own doctrine to raise use. 
I know thou wilt not (for my sake) 445 

Be tender conscience of thy back : 
Then strip thee of thy carnal jerkin, 
And give thy outward-fellow a ferking ; 
For when thy vessel is new hooped, 
All leaks of sinning will be stopp'dl 450 

Quoth Ralpho, You mistake the matter; 
For in all scraples of this nature. 
No man includes himself, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns. 
As no man of his own self catches 455 

The itch, or amorous French aches ; 
So no man does himself convince. 
By his own doctrine, of his sins : 
And though all cry down self, none means 
His own self in a literal sense. 400 • 

Beside, it is not only foppish. 
But vile, idolatrous and popish. 
For one man, out of his own skin. 
To ferk and whip another's sin ; 
As pedants out of school-boys' breechof 465 
Do claw and curry their own itches. 
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BfLi in this caie it is pirolHiie, 

And nnAil too, because in yain: 

For we must take oar oaths upon it, 

You did the deed, when I have done it, 470 

Quoth Hudibras, That^s answered soon : 
Qive us the whip, well lay it on. 

Quoth Jlalpho, That we may swear true, 
Twere properer that I wliippM you : 
For wh^ with your consent 'tis done, 475 
The act is jreaUy your own. 

Quoth Hudibras, It is in vain 
(I see) to argue 'gainst the grain; 
Or, like the stars, incline men to 
What they're averse themselves to do : 480 
For when disputes are weary 'd out, 
Tis interest still resolves the doubt ; 
But since no reason can confute ye, 
ni try to force you to your duty ; 
For so it is, howe'er you mince it, 485 

As, ere we part, I shall evince it. 
And curry (if you stand out) whether 
Tou will or no, your stubborn leather. 
Canst thou refuse to bear thy part 
I' th' public work, base as thou art? 490 

To higgle thus for a few blows. 
To gam thy knight an op'lent spouse. 
Whose wealth his bowels yearn to purchase. 
Merely for th' interest of the churches ? 
And when he has it in his claws 495 

Will not be hide-bound to the cause : 
^or shalt thou find him a curmudgeon, 
If thou dispatch it without grudguig : 
If not, resolve, before we go. 
That you and I must pull a crow* 500 

T' had best, (quoth Ralpho) as the ancients 
6ay wisely, have a care o' th' main chance. 
And look before you ere you leap ; 
For as you sow, y' are like to reap : 
And were y' as good as Qeorgera-Green^ 5Cl$ 
I shall make bold to turn agen : 
Nor am I doubtful of the i^sue 
In a just quarrel, and mine is so. 
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Is H fitting for a mao of honour 

To whipUie saints, like Bishop Bonner ^ 510 

A Kniffht t^ usurp the beadle's office, 

For which y' are like to raise brave trq>hief? 

But I advise you (not for fear, 

But for your own sake) to forbear ; 

And for the churches, which may chance, 515 

From hence, to spring a variance. 

And raise among themselves new scruples. 

Whom common danger hardly couples. 

Remember how, in arms and poUtics, 

We still have worsted all your holy tncks ; 590 

Trepanned your party with intrigue. 

And took your grandees down a pe^ ; 

New modell'd th' army, and cashier-d 

All that to legion SMEC adhered ; 

Made a mere utensil o' your church, 525 

And after left it in the lurch ; 

A sbaffold to build up our own, 

And, when w' had done with% puird it down ; 

Capoch'd your rabbins of the synod. 

And snapped their canons with a why-not? 530 

(Grave Bynod men, that were revered 

For solid face, and depth of beard ;) 

Their classic model provM a maggot, 

Their direct'ry an Indian Paged ; 

And drownM their discipline like a kitten, 535 

On which they'd been so long a sitting; 

Decry 'd it as a holy cheat, 

Grown out of date, and obsolete ; 

And all the saints of the first grass. 

As castUnff foals of Balaam's ass. 540 

At this the Knight grew high in chafe. 
And staring furiously on Ralph, 
He trembl^, and lookM pale with ire ; 
Like ashes first, then red as fire. 
Have I (quoth he) been ta'en in fight, 545 
And for so many moons lain bv't. 
And, when all other means did fail, 
Have been exchang'd for tubs of ale ? 

548. The Kntfbt was kept prisoner in £ieter, and, 
after several exchanfies proposed, but none ac^pied ^ 
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Not but tiMj tfaoii|ritt DM wofth a iumnmbu 

Much niiMPe eonndraUe and faandmnie, 550 

But for their own sakes, and for fear 

They wem not safe when I was thete; 

Now to be baffled by a scoundrel. 

An upstart sectVy, and a mongrel, 

Saoh as breed out of peccant humours 555 

Of our own church, like wens or tumours. 

And, like a ma^fgot in a sore. 

Would that whidi gave it life derour j 

It never shall be done or said : 

With that he seized upon his Made ; 500 

And Ralphe too, as quidL and bold, 

Upon his basket-hilt laid hold, 

With equal readiness preparM 

To draw, and stand upon his guard ; 

When both were parted on the sudden, 565 

With hideous clamour, and a loud one, 

As if all sorts of noise had been 

Contracted into one loud din; 

Or that some member to be chosen 

Had ffot the odds above a thousand, 570 

And, oy the greatness of his noise, 

Prov'd fittest for his country's choice. 

This strange surprisal put the Knight 

And wratmhl Squire into a fright ; 

And though they stood prepared, with fatal 575 

Impetuous rancour to join battle. 

Both thought it was the wisest course 

To wave the fi^ht and mount to horse, 

And to secure, by swift retreating, 

Themselves from danger of worse beating. 580 

Yet neither of them would disparage. 

By utt'ring of his mind, his courage ; 

Which made them stoutly keep their ground. 

With horror and disdain wind-bound. 

And now the cause of all their fear 585 
Bv slow degrees approached so near, 
liiey might distinguish different noise 
Of horns, imd pans, and dogs, and boys, 

was at last rdsased for a barrel of ale, as be often mad 
todfclaie. 
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And kettle-drams, whose sttllen dub 

SooQds like the hooping of a tab. 590 

But whea the sight appearM in view, 

The^ found it was an antique show ; 

A tnumph, that, for pomp and state, 

Did proadest Romans emulate : 

For as the aldermen of Rome 595 

Their foes at training overcome. 

And not enlarging territory 

<As some mistaken write in story), 

Being mounted, in their best array, 

Upon a car, and who but thev ! GOO 

And followed with a world of tall-lads. 

That merr^ ditties troll''d, and ballads. 

Did ride with many a good-morrow, [homugh; 

Crying, ^ Hey for our town!* through the 

So when this triumph drew so nigh 605 

They might particulars descry, 

Thev never saw two things so pat, 

m au respects, as this ana that. 

First he that led the cavalcate 

Wore a sow-f elder^s flagellate, €10 

On which he hlew as strong a levet 

As well-feeM lawyer on his breviate, 

When over one another*s heads 

They charge (three ranks at once) like Swedes. 

Next pans and kettles of all kejrs, 615 

From trebles down to double base ; 

And after them, upon a ni^. 

That might pass for a forehand stag, 

A comet rode, and on his staff 

A smock displayed did proudly wave. €20 

Then bagpipes of the loudest drones. 

With snuffling broken- winded tones. 

Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 

Sound filthier than from the gat. 

And make a viler noise than swine €25 

In windy weather, when they whine. 

Next one upon a pair of panniers, 

TiA fraught with that which for good maonen 

Shall here be nameless, mixt with £[raiD8, 

Which he dispensM amongthe swan^ 9^* 
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And busily upon the crowd 

At random round about bostow'd. 

Then, mounted on a homed horse, 

One bore a gauntlet and eilt spurs, 

TyM to the pummel of along sword 635 

He held revorst, the point turned downward. 

Next afler, on a raw-bon'd steed, 

The conqueror''s standard-bearer rid. 

And bore aloft before the champion 

A petticoat display'd, and rampant ; 640 

Near whom the Amazon triumphant 

Bestrid her beast, and on the rump on't 

Sat face to tail, and bum to bum, 

The warrior whilom oyercome, 

ArmM with a spindle and a distaff, 645 

Which, as he rode, she made him twist off; 

And when he loiterM, oW her shoulder 

ChastbM the reformado soldier. 

Before the dame, and round about, 

MarchM whifflers and staffiers on foot, 650 

With lackies, grooms, valets, and pages, 

In fit and proper equipages ; 

Of whom some torches bore, some links, 

Before the proud virago minx. 

That was both Madam and a Don, 655 

Like Nero^s Sporus, of Pope Joan ; 

And at fit periods the whole rout 

Set up their throats with clamorous shout. 

The Kniffht, transported, and the Squire, 

Put up their weapons, and their ire ; 660 

And Hudibras, who usM to ponder 

On such sififhts with judicious wonder,' 

Could hold no longer to impart 

His animadversions, for his heart 

Quoth he. In all my life, till now, 665 

I ne*er saw so profane a show. 
It is a Paganish invention. 
Which h^ithen writers dPten mention : 
And he who made it had read Groodwin, 
Or Ross, or CsbUus Rhodoffine, 670^ 

With all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 
That best describe those ancient shows; 
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And has obaervM all fit deooroms 

We find defcrib'd by old historians : 

For as the Roman conqueror, 675 

That put an end to foreign war, 

Entering the town in triumph for it, 

Bore a slav^ with him, in his chariot ; 

80 this insulting female brave 

Carries behind her here a slaye : 680 

And as the ancients \oxks ago. 

When they in field defyM the foe, 

Hung out their mantles della ffuerre, 

So- her proud standard-bearer here 

Waves on his spear, in dreadfiil manner, 685 

A Tynan petticoat for banner. 

Next links and torches, heretofore 

Still borne before the emperor : 

And as, in antique triumphs, eggs 

Were borne for mystical intrigues, 690 

There^s one with truncheon, Uke a ladle. 

That carries eggs too, fresh or addle ; 

And still at random, as he goes. 

Among the rabble-rout bestows. 

Quoth Ralpho, You mistake the matter; 695 
For all th' antiquity you smatter 
Is but a ridmg us'd of course. 
When the gray mare^s the better horse ; 
When o'er the breeches greedy woman 
Fight to extend their vast dominion ; 700 

And in tbe cause impatient Grizel 
Has drubbM her "husband with bull's pizzle, 
And brought him under covert-baron. 
To turn her vassal with a murrain ; 
When wives their sexes shift, like hares, 705 
And ride their husbands like night-mares. 
And they, in mortal battle vanquished. 
Are of their charter disenfranchis''d, 

678. * Bt Blbi consul 

Me placeat, curru servui porUtur eodem. 

683. ' Tunica Coccinea solebat pridie qaam dtmican 
ni, quasi a 



dam ewet, supra pmtorium poni, quasi admonitio, et 
Indicium future pagne.* Lipsius in Tacit, p. 56. 

687. That the Roman emperors 'were wont to have 
torchei borne before them (by day) in public, appean 
by Herodian in Pertinace. Lips, in Tacit, p. 16. 
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And by the rigkt of war, like gilb, 
Condemn^ to distaff, horns, and wheels : 710 
For when men by their wives are cow'd, 
Their horns of course are understood. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou still giy'st sentence 
ImpertinentlT, and against sense. 
Tis not the least disparagement 715 

To be defeated by th^ event. 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worse. 
Although his shoulders with battoon 
Be claw'd and oudeellM to some tune. 790 
A tailor's prentice has no hard 
Measure, that's bang'd with a true yard : 
But to turn tail, or run away. 
And without blows give up the day, 
Or to surrender ere th' assault, 7|^ 

That's no man's fbrtune, but his fkult, 
And renders men of honour less 
Than all th' adversity of success ; 
And only unto racb this show 
Of horns and petticoats is due. 730* 

There is a lesser profanati<Hi, 
Like that the Romans eall'd ovation : 
For as ovation was allow'd 
For conquest purchas'd without blood. 
So men decree these lesser shows 735 

For victory fotten without Mows, 
By dint of sharp hard words, whidi some 
Give battle with, and overcome ; 
These, mounted in a duur-eurule, 
Which modems call a cockingHstool, 740 

March proudly to the river'ii«de, 
And o'er the waves m triumph ride; 
Like dukes of Venice, who are said 
The Adriatic Sea to wed ; 
And have a gentler wife than those 745 

For whom the state decrees those shows. 
But both are heathenish, and come 
From th' whores of Babylon and Rome, 
And by the saints should be withstood, 
AaAatichristiaB and lewd; 79(1 
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And we as eaoh, dtavM now oottliteto 
Our utmost stmgf^ogB to prohibit. 

This said, they both advane^d, and vode 
A dog-trot throoffh the bawling crowd, 
T' attack the leader, and still prest, 755 

Till they iq>pioa(ch'd him breast to bveast : 
Then Hodibnii, with i^toe and hand, 
Madb signs for silence ; which obtain'd. 
What means (quoth he) the deril's proccwinn 
With men of orthodox profession ? 760 

Tie ethnic and idolatroos, 
From heathenism derivM to ns. 
Does not the Wlu>re <^ Babylon ride 
Upon her h<MnM beast astnde, 
Like this proud dame, who either is 765 

A type of her, or she of thisf 
Are things of supentitious function 
Fit to be usM in grospd sun-iAiine ? 
It is an Antichristian opera. 
Much usM in midniffht times of Popery, 770 
Of rumiinff after selr-inyentions 
Of wicked and profane intentions ; 
To scandalize that sex fbr scoldinff. 
To whom the saints are so beholdni. 
Women, who were out first apostles, 775 

Without whose aid we had been lost dse ; 
Women, that left no stone untum'd 
In which the cause might be concemM ; 
Brought in their children's spoooa and whistles. 
To purchase swords, cartnnes, and pistols; 780 
Theur husbands, cuHies, and sweet4iearts. 
To take the saints' and churches' parts; 
Drew Several gifted brethren in. 
That fbr the bishops would have been, 
And fix'd 'em constant to the party, 785 

With motives powerful and hearty ; 
Their husbands robb'd, and made haxd shifts 
T* admimster unto th«r gifts 
All th^ could rap, and nod and pilfer, 
Te seraps and ends of gold and silTer ; 790 
Rubb'd down the teacters, tir'd and spent 
With holding forth fbr Pad^unent : 
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Pamper'd iuid edify'd their zeal 

With marrow-puddings many a meal ; 

EnaJbled them, with store of meat, 795 

On controverted points to eat; 

And cramm'd 'em, till their ffats did ake, 

With cawdle, costard, and pmm-cake : 

What have they done, or what left midone. 

That might advance the cause at London? 800 

March*d rank and file, with drum and ensign, 

T- intrench the city for defence in ; 

RaisM rampiers with their own soft hands. 

To put the enemy to stands ; 

From ladies dow^ to oyster-benches, 805 

Labour^ like pioneers in trenches ; 

Fell to their pick-axes, and to<^ 

And helpM the men to dig like moles. 

Have not the handmaids of the city 

Chose of their members a committee, 810 

For raising of a common purse 

Out of their wages to raise horse? 

And do they not as triers sit. 

To judge what officers are fit ? 

Have they ? At that an egg let fly 815 

Hit him directly o'er the eye. 

And running down his cheek, bQsmear*d 

With orange-tawny shme his beard ; 

But beard and slime being of one hue, 

The wound the less appeared in view. 820 

Then he that on the panniers rode. 

Let fly on th* other side a load. 

And quickly chargM again, gave fully 

In Ralpho's face another volley. 

The Knight was startled with the smell, 825 

And for his sword began to feel ; 

And Ralpho, smother'd with the stink, 

GraspM nis ; when one that bore a link 

O' th' sudden clappM his fiaminff cudgel. 

Like linstock, to the horse's touim-hole ; 830 

And straight another with his flambeau. 

Gave Raphe's o'er the eye a danm'd blow. - 

The beasts began to kick and fling. 

And forc'd the rout to make a ring, r- . 
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Through which thej qoiekly broke their wi^^ 

And brought them off from further tn.j ; 

And thouffh dworder*d in retreat, 

Each of them stoutly kept his seat : 

For, quittinfir both their swords and reins, 

They grasp tl with all their strength the manes. 

And, to avoid the foe's pursuit, 641 

With spurring put their eattle toH ; 

And till all four were out of wind, 

And danger too, oeW look'd behind. 

After th' nad paus'd a while, supplyinig 645 

Their spirits, spent with fight and pyhig. 

And Hudibras recruited force 

Of lungs, for action or diseourse ; 

Quoth he. That man is sure to lose 
That fouls his haiids with dirty foes : 650 

For where no honour's to be gained, 
Tis thrown away in bing maintained. 
^Twas ill for us we had to do 
With so dishonourable a foe : 
For though tlie law of arms doth bar 855 

The use of venom'd shot in war, 
Tet, by the nauseous smell, and noisome. 
Their case-qbot sayours strong of poison ( 
And doubtless have been ohew'd with teeth 
Of some that had a stinking breath i 660 

Else, wbon ve put it to the push. 
They had not giv'n us such a brush. 
But as theee pokfoom that l^iog dirt 
Do but de^, but cannot hurt, 
So all the honour they haye won* 6tf5 

Or we have loet, is much as ono* 
Twas well we made so resolute 
And brave retreat, without pursuit ; 
For if we had not, we had sped 
Much worse, to be in triumph ^d ; 870 

Than which the ancients hdd no state 
Of man's life mere unfortunate. 
But if this bold adventure e'er 
Po cluinoe to reach the widow's ear. 
It maj, b^ing destin'd to assert 875 

Her sex's hwiour, leaefa her heart ; 
H 
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And ai luch homely treats (they say) 

Portend good fortune, so tins may. 

Vespasi&n being daubM with dirt, 

Was destin'd to the empire forH ; 880 

And from a scavenger did come 

To be a mighty prince in Rome : 

And why may not this foul address 

Presaffo in love the same success? 

Then Iet4i8 straight, to cleanse our woonds. 

Advance in quest of nearest ponds ; 886 

And afler (as we first designM) 

Swear IVe performed what she enjoined. 



CANTO in. 

The Kfiight, with various doubd i 

To win the Lady ^oes in qnetc 

Of Sidropkel, the Rosy-crucian, 

To Icnow the deat'nies' resolution : 

With whom b'ing met, they both chop k^ 

About Ihe science astrologic : 

Till fallins from dispute to fight, 

The Confror*s wonted by the Knight 

Doubtless the pleasure is as great 

Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 

As lookers-on feel most delight, 

That least perceive a juggler's sleight; 

And still the less they understand, 5 

.The more th' admire his sleight of hand. 

Some with a noise, and masy li^ht. 
Are snapt, as men catch 1ms by kmght ; 
Ensnared and hampered by the soul, 
As nooses by the le^ catch fowL 10 

Some with a med^cme, and receipt. 
Are drawn to mbble at the bait ; 
Alld tho' it be a two-fbot trout, 
'Tis with a single hur puU'd out. 

Others believe no voioe t' an organ 15 

So sweet as lawyer^s in his bar-gown, 



87y. * C. Cesar succensens, propter eiiram i 

▼Us non adbibiiam, luto jussit of^eri eongesto per mA' 
litei In prvtrati* sinam. Suettw. to VM«pas> «. i. 
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Until with subtle cobweb-cbeats 
Th* are catchM in knotted law, like nets ; 
In which, when once thej are imbrangled. 
The more they stir, the more they're tan^^ed; 
And while their purses can dispute, 21 

There's no end of th' immortal suit. 

Others still gape t* anticipate 
The cabinet-designs of fate ; 
^ply to wizards to foresee 25 

What shall, and what shall never be ; 
And, as those vultures do forebode, 
Beliei^e events prove bad or good : 
A flam more senseless than the roguery 
Of old aruspicy and aug'iy, 30 

That out of garbages of cattle 
PresagM th' events of truce or battle ; 
From flight of birds, or chickens peddng, 
Success of greatest attempts would reckon : 
Tivough cheats, yet more intelligible 35 

Than those that with the stars do fribble. 
This Hudibra3 by proof found true. 
As in due time and place we'll shew : 
For he, with beard and face made clean, 
BMnff mounted on his steed agen 40 

(And Ralpho got a cock-horse too 
Upon his beast, with much ado), 
AdvancM on for the Widow's house. 
To acquit himself, and pay liis vows ; 
When various thoughts began to bustle, 45 
And with hu inward man to justle. 
fie thought what danger might accrue 
If she should find he swore untrue ; 
Or, if his Squire or he should fail, 
And not be punctual in their tale, 50 

It might at once the ruin prove 
Both of his honour, faith, and love. 
But if he should forbear to go. 
She might conclude h' had broke his vow; 
And that he durst not now, for shame, 55 
Appear in court to try his claim. 
This waathe penVorth of his thought, 
To piM time, and uneasy trot 
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Qaoth he, In ill my pitst adventure . 

I ii6*er WEB Mt BO on the tenters ; ^ 

Cte taken tardy with dilemma, 

Thai ev'r^r way I turn does hem me, 

And with inextricable doubt 

BeBetfl my puzzled wits about : 

For tho* the dame hath been 91T bail, $S 

To free me from enchanted jail, 

¥et as a dojr, committed close 

For some oibnce, by chance breaks loose. 

And c|nit8 bis dogr, but all in vain, 

He still draws after him his chain ; 70 

So, though my ankle she has quitted, 

My heart continues still committed : 

And like a bail''d and mainprizM lover, 

Altho* at large, I am bound over: 

And when I shall appear in court, 75 

To plead my cause, and answer for% 

l^ess the judge do partial prove. 

What will become of me and love f 

For if in our account we vary, 

Or but in circumstance miscarnr ; 80 

Or if she put me to strict proof. 

And make me pull my doublet off. 

To shew, by evident record 
Writ on my skin, I've kept my word ; 
IJow can r e'er expect to have her, 85 

Havin^f demurr'd unto her favour ? 
Bat faith, and love, and honour lost. 
Shall be reduc'd t' a Knight o' th' Poet 
Beside, that stripping may prevent 
What I'm to prove by argument, 90 

And justify I have a tail ; 
And that way, too, my proof may fail. 
Oh! that I cou'd enucleate, 
And solve the problems of my fate ; j^ ,x_ 

Or find, by necromantic art, ' '1S 

How hi the dest'nies take my part ! 
For if I were not more than certain 
To win and wear her, and her fortune, 
rd go no farther in this courtship. 
To hazard soul, estate, and worship : lOQ 

I 
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For though an oath tAMgpa not 
Where any thing i« to be got, 
(As thofi hast proVd), yet 'in profkne, 
And Buifh], when men swear in vain. 

Quoth Ralph, Not far from hence doth dwell 
A cunninff man, higfat Sidrophel, 105 

That dean in destiny ^s dark counsek^ 
And sage opinions of the moon sells ; 
To whom ail people, &r and near, 
On deep importances repair ; 110 

When brass and pewter hap to stray, 
And linen sUnks out of the way ; 
When geese and pullen are seduc'd^ 
And sows cff snckmg-pigs are chows'd ; 
When cattle feel indisposition, ^ 11$ 

And need th' opinion of physician ; 
When murrain reigns in hogs or sheep, 
And chickens languish of the pip ; 
When yeast and outward means do fkil. 
And have no pow^r to work on ale ; 120 

When butter does refuse to come. 
And love proves cross and humorsofne ; 
To bira with questions, and with urine, 
They for discovery flock, or curing. 

Quoth Hudibras, This Sidrophel 195 

Pre hesxd of, and should like it well, 
If thou canst prove the saints have freedom 
Toffo to sorc'rers when they need 'em. 

Says Raipho, There's no doubt of that; 
Those principles I quoted late 130 

Prove that the ffodly may allege 
For any thing uieir privilege ; 
And to the devU himself may go, 
If they have motives thereunto. 
For, as there is a war between 135 

The devi and them, it is no sin, 
V they by subtle stratagem 
Make use of him, as he does them. 
Has not this present Parliament 
A Ledger to the devil sent, 

140. The «riteb'fiDd«r in Suflblk, who, in the Pns> 
bfwrlsn ttaMS, bad acomiiiiMion to diicover witehss 
pt wboin (right or wrong) he csueed sixty to be haor 
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Fully ImpowerM to treat about 

Finoing revolted witches oat ? 

And has not he, within a 3[ear, 

HangM threescore of 'em in <me shire? 

Some only for not being drown'd, 145 

And some for sitting a^ve ground, 

Whole days and nights, upon their breecfaeiy 

And feeling pain, were han^'d for witchee ; 

And some for putting knavish tricks 

Upon green geese and turkey-chicks, 150 

br pi^ that suddenly deceast 

Of gnefs unnatVal, as he guest ; 

Who after provM himself a witcJi, 

And made rrod for his own breedi. 

Did not the devil appear to Martin 155 

Luther in Germany for certain? 

And wouM have gulPd him with a tiiok. 

But Martin was too politic. 

Did he not help the Dutch to purge 

At Antwerp their cathedral church ? 160 

Sing catches to the saints at Mascon, 

And tell them all tbey came to ask him? 

AppearM in divers shapes to Kelly, 

And speak i' th' Nun of Loudon's belly ? 

wtthin the compass of ono year ; and, amonf the rast, 
the old minister, who bad been a painful preedier tbr 
manv years. 

ISO. In tbe beginning of the civil wars of Flanders, 
the common people of Antwerp in a tumult broke open 
the cathedral church, to demotiih images and ahrines, 
and did lo much mischief in a amall time, that, Strada 
writes, there were several devils seen very busy among 
them, otherwise it had been impnesiUe. 

161. This devil at Mascon delivered all his oracles, 
Uke his forefathers, in verse, which he sung to tunes. 
H« made several lampoons upon the Huguenots, and 
f(M«told them many things which afterwards came to 
pass ; as may be seen in his Memoirs, written in French. 

163. TheHistory of Dr. Dee and the Devil, published 
by Mer. Casaubon, Isaac Fil, prebendary of Canterbury, 
has a large account of all those passages, in which the 
sQrle of tbe true and false angels apoears to be penned 
bv one and the snme person.^ The Nun of Loudon, In 
France, and all her tricks, have been seen by many per> 
sons of quality of this nation yet living, who have mads 
very good observations upon the French book wrlttea 

' that occasion. 
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Meet with the Puiiament's committee 165 

At Woodstock on a pera'nal treaty ? 

At Saram take a cavalier 

J* th' caused service prisoner ? 

As Withers, in immortal rhyme, 

Has registerM to after-time I 170 

Do not our great reformers use 

This Sidrophel to forebode news? 

To write of victories next year, 

And castles taken yet i^ th* air ? 

Of battles fought at sea, and ships 175 

Sunk two years hence, the last eclipse ? 

A total overthrow giv'n the king 

In Cornwall, horse and foot, next soring? 

And has not he point blank foretold 

What8> V the close committee would ? 180 

Made Mars and Saturn for the cause, 

The moon for fundamental laws f 

The Ram, the Bull, and Goat declare 

Affamst the Book of Common Pray'r? 

The Scorpion take the Protestation, 185 

And Bear engage for Reformation? 

Made all the royal stars recant. 

Compound and take the Covenant ? 

Quoth Hudibras, The case is clear. 
That saints may *mploy a conjurer, 190 

As thou hast provM it by their practice ; 
No argument like matter of fact is ; 
And we are best of all led to 
Men^s principles bv what they do. 
Then let us straight advance in quest 195 

Of this profound gymnosophist ; 
And as the fates and he advise. 
Pursue or waive this enterprise. 

This said, he turnM about his steed. 
And eflsoons on th' adventure rid : 200 

Where leave we him and Ralph awhile, 
And to the conjurer turn our style, 

16S A eoramittee of the Long Parliament, tilting in 
tfie king*! house, in Woodstock Park, were terrined 
with MTeral apparitions, the particulars whereof were 
then the news of the whole nation. 

167. Withers has a long story, tn doggerel, of a sr' 
dier in the king*8 army, who, being a piisooer at 8 
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iTo let oar reader understand 
Wiafs hnediV of him beforehand. 

He had been long tVards mathemaliot, 905 
Optics, philosophy, and statics, 
Maffic, horoscopy, astrolojry, 
And was old dog at physiology ; 
Bot as a dog that tnms tile spit 
Bestirs himself, and plies his feet, 210 

To climb the wheel, but all in vain, 
His own weight brings him down again ; 
And still he^s in the self-same place ^ 
Where at his settinff out he was; 
So in the circle of the arts S15 

Did he advance his natural parte, 
Till falling back still, for retreat. 
He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat : 
For as those towls that live in water 
l^re never wet, he did but smatter : 990 

Whate'er he laboured to appear, 
His understanding still was clear : 
Yet none a deeper knowledge boasted, 
Since old Hodge Bacon ana Bob Grosted. 
Th' intelligible world he knew, 225 

And all men dream on^t to be true ; 
That in this world there's not a wart 
That has not ther6 a counterpart ; » 
Nor can there on the face of ground 
An individual beard be found, 23(> 

That has not in that foreign nation, 
A fellow of the self-same fkshion ; 
So cut, so colourM, and so curFd, 
As those arJB in th' inferior world, 
bury, and drinking a health to t?)c deril upon hii knees, 
was carried away by him tiirough a single pane of glass. 

^124' Roger Bacon, commonly calM Friar Bacon, 
Hved in the reign of our Edward 1. and, for some UtUft 
•kttl be had in the mathematics, was by the rabble ac- 
counted a conjurer, and had the sottish story of the 
brazen head fuhcred upon him by the ignorant monks 
of those days. Robert Grostbead was bishop of XJncola 
in the reign of Henry III. He was a learned man for 
those times, and for that reiason sdspected by tb« clergy 
to be a conjurer ; for which crime being acgraded hf 
Pope Innocent IV. and sommoned to appear at Bome, 
be appealeii to the tribunal Of Christ ; wMcb ovr law^ 
yers say is illegal, if 'not a prcmuaii-e, for offwiaf ^ 
sue ia a foreiga couft* 
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H' had read Dee's prefaces before, Sp5 

The de?T, and Eac^d, o'er and o'er ; 
And all the intr^fiies 'twist him and Kelly, 
Lmcu* and th' emperor, won'd tell je ; 
But with the moon was more familiar 
Than e'er was almanack weU-willer ; 240 

Her secrets miderstood so clear, 
That some believ'd he had been there ; 
Knew when she was in fittest mood 
For cutting corns, or letting l^ood ; 
When for anointing scabs or itches, S45 

Or to the bum applying leeches; 
When sows and bitches may be q>ay'd. 
And in what sign best coder's made ; 
Whether the wane be, or increase. 
Best to set garlic, or sow peas ; 250 

Who first found out the Man i' th' Moon, 'y 
That to the ancients was unknown; 
How many dukes, and earls, and peers. 
Are in the planetary spheres ; 
Their airy erapir* and conunand, 255 

Their sev'ral strengths by sea and land ; 
W^hat factions th' have, cmd what they drive at 
In public TOffue, or what, in private ; 
With what designs and interests 
Each pB.Tiy manages contests. 2^ 

He made an inatrnmeot to know 
If the moon shine at foil or no ; 
That wou'd, as soon as e^er she shone, straight 
Whether twere day or night demonstrate ; 
Tell what her d'metor t' an inch is, 265 

And prove that 8he!a not made of green cheese. 
It wou'd demmistratcik that the Man in 
The Moon's a sea Mediterranean ; 
And that it is no doff^ nor bitch. 
That stands behind him at his breech, 270 

But a huge Caspian Bea, or lake. 
With arms, which men for legs mistake ; 
HioW large a gulf his tail oompoees. 
And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 
How vuuof Uerman leagues by th' scale 275 
Caf« Snoat's &ma Promontoi^ Tail 
H2 
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He made & planetaiy fin, 

Which rats would run their own heidi ill, 

And came on purpose to be taken, 

Without th* expenie of cheeee or baeon. S80 

With lute-stringB he would connterleit 

Maggots that crawl on dish of meat : 

Quote moles and spots on any plaoe 

O* th* body, by the index face : 

Detect lost maidenheads by sneezing, 285 

Or breaking wind of dames, or pissing ; 

Cure warts and corns with apphoation 

Of medicines to th' imagination. 

Fright agues into dogs, and scare 

With rhymes the tooth-ache and catarrh : 5M 

Chase evil spirits away by dint 

Of sickle, horse-shoe, nollow-flint; 

Spit fire out of a walnut-shell. 

Which made the Roman slaves rebd ; 

And ^ a mine in China here, 295 

With sympathetic gunpowder. 

He knew whats^ever^s to be known, 

But much more than he knew would own : 

What medicine 'twas that Paracelsus 

Could make a man with, as he tells us ; 300 

What figured slates are best to make 

On watVy surface duck or drake ; 

What bowlinff-stones, in running race 

Upon a board, have swiftest pace ; 

Whether a pulse beat in the blacl^ 305 

List of a dappled louse's back ; 

If systole or diastole move 

Quickest when he^s in wrath or love ; 

When two of them do run a race. 

Whether they gallop, trot, or pace ; 310 

How many scores a flea will lump. 

Of his own length, from head to rump ; 

Which Socrates and Cherephon, 

In vain, assayM so long agone ; 

Whether his snout a perfwst nose is, 315 

And not an elephant's proboscis ; 

313. Arffltophaneii in hb comtdy of The Cloodi, 
b^iDgi in Sooratcf and Cberephon, measDiing tbt leap 
'" ' ■ >n«*t beard to the other's. 
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How many diff Vent species 

Of maggots breed in rotten cheese ; 

And wnich are next of kin to those 

Engendered in a chandler^s nose ; 320 

Or those not seen, but understood, 

That live in yineffar and wood. 

A paltrjr wretch he had, half-starvM, 
That him in place of Zany serv'd, 
Hight Whachum, bred to dash and draw, 325 
Not wine, but more unwholesome law ; 
To make Hwixt words and lines huge gaps, 
Wide as meridians in maps ; 
To squander paper, and spare ink. 
Or cheat men or their words, some think. 330 
F*rom this, by merited degrees. 
He'd to more high advancement rise ; 
To be an under conjurer. 
Or journeyman astrologer. 
His business was to pump and wheedle, 335 
And men with their own keys unriddle ; 
To make them to themselves give answers, 
For which they pay the necromancers ; 
To fetch and carry intelligence, 
Of whom, and what, and where, and whence. 
And all diMMnreries disperse 341 

Among th' whole pack of coniurers ; 
What cut-purses have left with them. 
For the right owners to redeem ; 
And what tliey dare not vent find out, 345 
To gain themselves and th' art repute ; 
Draw figures, schemes, and horoscopes, 
Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers' shops. 
Of thieves ascendant in the cart. 
And find out all b^ rules of art ; 350 

Which way a serving man, that's run 
With clothes or money away, is gone ; 
Who pick'd a fob at holding forth. 
And where a watch, for hau the worth. 
May be redeem'd ; or stolen plate 355 

Restor'd at conseionaUe rate. 
Beside all this, he serv'd his master 
In quality of poetaster ; 
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And rfaymef appropriate cowM ttuiob 

To eyVj moBih i' th' almrnnadc; 3€0 

When terms begin and end oould teU, 

With their returns, in doggerel : 

When the Exchequer opes and shuti, 

And sow-gelder with safetjr.cuts ; 

When men may eat and drink their fiU« 365 

And when be temperate if they will ; 

When use, and when abstain from yic«, 

Figs, grapes, phlebotomjr, and spioe. 

And as in prison mean rogues beat 

Hemp for the service of the great, 370 

So Whachum beat his dirty brains, 

T' adranoe his master's fame and gains, 

And like the devil's oracles. 

Put into doggerel rhymes his spells, 

Which, over ev'ry month's blaiik page 375 

r th' almanack, strange bilks presage. 

He would an elegy compose 

On maggots squeezM out of his nose : 

In lyric numbers write an ode on 

His mistress eating a black-pudding ; 380 

And when imprison'd air escap'd her, 

It puft him with poetic rapture. 

His sonnets charm'd th' attentive crowd. 

By wide-mouth'd mortal troU'd aloud, 

lliat, circFd with bis kmg-ear'd guests, 385 

Like Orpheus look'd among the beasts. 

A carman's horse could not pass by, 

But stood ty'd up to poetry : 

No porter's burden pass'd along, / 

But serv'd for burden to his song : 390 

Each window like a piUVy appears. 

With heads thrust through, nail'd by tho •■» : 

All trades run in as to tt^ sight 

Of monsters, or their dear delight. 

The gallows-tree, when cutting pmne 39S 

Breeds bus'bess for heroic veise. 

Which none does hear but would ha.'W hong 

T' have been the theme of such a song. 

Those two together long had liv'd, 
In mansion prudently cootiiv'd, 400 
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Where neither tree nor house eoiiftd twr 

The free detection of a star ; 

And ni^h an ancient obelii^ 

Wae rais'd by bkOy found out by Fkk^ 

On which was written, not in words, 405 

Bat hieroglyphic mote of birds, 

Many rare pithy saws concerning 

The worth of Mtrologic learning. 

FVom top of this there hung a rope, 

To which he fastened tdescope: 410 

The spectacles with which the stan 

He reads in smallest characters. 

It happenM as a boy, one night, 

Did fly his tared of a kite. 

The strangest kmg^wing'd hawk that flies, 415 

That, like a bird of Paradise, 

Or herald's martlet, haa no leffs. 

Nor hatches young ones, nor lays eggs ; 

His train was six yards long, milk- white 

At th' end of which there hung a light, 430 

InclosM in lantern, made of paper, 

That far off like a star did appear : 

This Sidrophel by chance espy'd. 

And with amazement staring wide, 

Bless us ! quoth he, what dreadful wonder 425 

Is that appears in Heaven yonder? 

A comet, and without a beard I 

Or star that ne'er before appeared ? 

I'm certain His not in the scrowl 

Of all those beasts, and fish, and fowl^ 430 

With which, like Indian plantations, 

The learned stock the constellations; 

Nor those that drawn for signs have been 

To th' houses where the planets inn. 

It must be supernatural, 435 

Unless it be that cannon-ball 

404. This Fisk was a late famous astrologer, wbo 
flourished about the time of Subtile and Face, and wai 
equally celebrated by Ben Jonson. 

430. This experiment was tried bv soma forelfa vtr^ 
tttOMM, who planted a piece of ordnance point blank 
SS«inat the eenith, and havfn; ired it, the ballet nerer 
rebounded back again ; wliieh madt tlMB all cpne^ 
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That, ahot i* th* air point-Uank oprigfati 

Was borne to that prodigioiu height, 

That, leam'd philosophen maintain. 

It ne'er came backwards down again, 440 

But in the airy region yet 

Han|^ like the body of Mahomet : 

For if it be above the shade j 

That by the earth's round balk is made, j 

'TIS probable it may from far 445 \ 

Appear no bullet, but a star. 

This said, he to his engine flew, 
Plac'd near at hand, in open view. 
And raisM it till it levell'd right 
Against the glow-worm tail of kite ; 450 

Then peeping thfbo£rh. Bless us ! (quoth he) 
It is a planet, now, l see ; 
And, ir I err not, by his proper 
Figure, that's like tobacco-stopper. 
It should be Saturn. Tes, 'tis clear 455 

Tis Saturn ; but what makes him there? 
He's ffot between the dragon's tail 
And &rther leg behind oHh' whale. 
Pray heav'n avert the fatal omen. 
For 'tis a prodigy not common ; 460 

And can no less than the world's end. 
Or Nature's funeral, portend. 
With that he fell again to pnr 
Thro' perspective more wistmlly. 
When Dy mischance the fatal stnng, 465 

That kept the tow'ring fowl on wing. 
Breaking, down fell the star. Well shot. 
Quoth Whachum, who right wisely thought i 

H' had levell'd at a star, and hit it : * 

But SidropheL, more subtle-witted, 470 \ 

Cry'd out. What horrible and fearful 
Portent is this, to see a star fall ? 
It threatens nature, and the doom 
Will not be long before it come ! 
When stars do fall, 'tis plain enough, 475 

The day of judgment's not far on; 

tiMt It itleks latbe mark ; but Descartes wasoTopiakMl j 

***MltiloMlHttlwngintlieair. * 
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Ab late^ twas leyealM to Sedgwkk, 

And some of aa find out by magic 

Then since the time we have to lire 

In this world^s shortened, let us strive 480 

To make oar beet advantage of it, 

And pay oar losses with our profit. 

This feat fell out not long before 
The Knight, upon the forenam'd score, 
In quest of Sidrophel advancing ^ 48$ 

Was now in pron>ect of the mansion ; 
Whom he discov ring, tamM his glass, 
And found fiir off 'twas Hudibras. 

Whachum, (quoth he), look yonder, some 
To try or use our art are come : 490 

The one^B the learned Knight : seek out. 
And pump 'em what thov come about. 
Whachum advanced, with all submiss^neas, 
T' accost 'em, but much more their business : 
He held a stirrup, while the Klni^ht 495 

From leathern bare-bones did abj^ht ; 
And taking from his hand the bridle, 
Approach'd the dark Squire to unriddle. 
He ffave him first the time o' th' day. 
Ana wdcomM him, as he might say : 500 

He askM him whence they came, and whither 
Their bus'ness lay f Quoth Ralpho, Hither. 
Did you not lose ? Quoth Ralpho, Nay, 
Quoth Whachum, Sir, I meant your way! 
Tour Knight — Quoth Ralpho, Is a lover, 505 
And pains intolerable doth suffer : 
For lovers' hearts are not their own hearts. 
Nor lights, nor lunfs, and so forth downwards 
What time, (quoth Whachum) Sir? — ^Too lonff ; 
Three years it off and on has hunff. — 510 
Quoth he, I meant what time o' th* day 'tis — 
Quoth Ralpho, Between seven and eight 'tis<— 
Whv then (quoth Whachum), my snudlart 
Tells me, the dame has a hard heart, 

477. Tbta Sedgwick had mftny persons (and some of 

Suality) that believed in him, and prepared to keep tlie 
ay or jadgment with him, but were disappointed ; fbt 
which the false prophet was afterwards called by tb^ 
naq^e of Doomsda/ Sedgwick. 
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Or ^eat Mtetab-^uotii Raipho, A joftntori^* 
Which makM him b«ve lo hot * mind t' h«r. 
Meanwbil* the Knight wai makiDg water. 
Before he feH upon the matter , 
AVhioh haviof donef the Wizani steps in, 
I To ffive him suitable reception ; 590 

But kept his bosVieBi at a bay, 
Till Whachom pat him in the way ; 
Who haTing now, by Ralpho^ B^t, 
Ezpomided th* errand of the Kmght, 
And what he came to know, drew near, 535 
To whisper in the eonj*rer^ ear, 
Wfaiok he pftprented tbns : What wast, 
Quoth he, that I was eaying last, 
Before ihese gentlemen arhT'd P 
Quoth Whaohum, Venus yoo retriev'd, 590 
In opposition widi Mars, 
And no benigfn and frieiidly stars 
T* allay the eflfoct— ^uoth Wizard, So ! 
In Virgo ? Ha !—Quoth Whachum, No. 
Has Saturn nothing to do in it ? 535 

One tenth of's circle to a minute. 
•Tis well, qooth he.— Sir, jroull excuse 
This rudeness I am forc'd to use : 
It li a seheme and fkee of Heaven, 
As th' aspeote are dispose this even, 540 

I was contemplating upon 
When yon aniVd ; bat now I Ve done. 

Quoth Kodibras, If I appear 
Unseasonable in eommg here 
At such a time, to interrapt 545 

Your speenlations, wfaieh 1 hep*d 
Assistance from, and eome to use, 
lis fit that I ask jew excuse. 

By no means, ^, quoth Sidronhel ; 
The stars yoar coming did fbret^ : 550 

I did expect you here, and knew. 
Before you spake, your business too. 

Quoth Hudibras, Make that appear. 
Ana I shall credit whatsoe V 
You tell me after on your word, 555 

Howe V unlikely or absurd. 
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T<m are in loT«t Sir, witli a widows 
4^th bei, tbat does not ipreatly hoed joUy 
And for three yean hat nd your wit 
And paMion without drawing bit ; 50(^ 

And now your bus'neM is to know. 
If you shall carry her or no. 

Quoth Hudibras, You^re in the right; 
But how the devil you came by't 
I can^ imagine ; for the stars, 565 

I^ sure, can tell no more than a horse ; 
Nor can their aspects (though you pore 
Yo«r eves out on 'em) tell you more 
Than tn' oracle of sieve and shears, 
That turns as certain as the spheres : 570' 

But if the deviPs of your council. 
Much may be done, my noble Donzd ; 
And 'tis on his account I come. 
To know from you my fatal doom. 

Quoth Sidrophel, If you suppose, 575 

Sir Knight, that I am one of those, 
I might suspect, and take the alarm. 
Your business is but to inform ; 
But if it be, 'tis ne'er the near ; 
You have a wrong sow by the ear ; 580 

For I assure you, for my part, 
1 only deal by rules of art, 
Such as are lawful, and judge by 
Conclusions of astrology :, 
But for the dev'l, know nothing by him ; 585 
But only this, that I defy him. 

Quoth he. Whatever others deem ye, 
I understand your metonymy : 
Your words of second-hand intention, 
When things by wron^ul names you mentioB } 
The mystic sense of lul your terms, 59X 

That are, indeed, but magic charms 
To raise the devU, and mean one thing. 
And that is downright conjuring ; 
And in itself more warrantable, 595 

Than cheat or canting to a rabble, 
Or putting tricks upon the moon. 
Which hj confederacy are don^, 
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Tour uieient conjaren were wont 

To make her from her sphere dismount, 600 

And to their incantations stoop : 

They scomM to pore through telescope, 

Or idly play at TO-peep wiUi her, 

To find oat cloudy or fair weather, 

Which ev^ almanack can tell, 605 

Perhaps, as learnedly and well 

As you yourself. — ^Then, fiiend, I doubt 

Ton go the farthest way about. 

Tour modem Indian magician 

Makes but a hole in th' earth to piss in, 610 

And straight resolves all questions by^ 

And seldom fails to be i' th' right. 

The Rosy-crucian way's more sure 

To bring the devil to the lure ; 

Each 01 'em has a sev'ral gin 615 

To catcli intelligence in. 

Some by the nose with fumes trepan 'em, 

As Dunstan did the devil's grannam ; 

Others with characters and words 

Catch 'em, as men in nets do birds ; 6S20 

And some with symbols, sij^rns, and tricks, 

Engrav'd with planetary nicks, > 

With their own influences will fetch 'em 

Down fit>m their orbs, arrest, and catch ^m $ 

Make 'em depose and answer to ^SiSi 

All questions, ere they let them go. 

Bombastus kept a devil's bird 

Shut in the pummel of his sword. 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 

Of past and future mountebanks. 630 

609. This compendious new way of magtc Is aflifaDed 
by Monsieur Le Blaoc (tn bis travels) to l»e used in tlie 
'East Indies. 

027. Paracelsus is said to bave Icept a small devil pri- 
soner in tbe pummel of his sword, which was tbe reason, 
perhaps, why he was so valiant tn his drinlc. However, 
U was to better purpose than Hannibal carried poison in 
bis, to dispatch himself, if he should happen to be sur- 
prised in any great extremity ; for the sword would have 
done the feat alone much better, and more soldier- like ; 
and it was below the honour of so great a ' 

fo oat of the world like a rat. 
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Kfllfy did all his feats upon 

The devil^s lookioff-fflass, a stone ; 

Where playing wiu liim at bo-peep, 

He solv d all problems ne'er so deep. 

Agrippa kept a Stygian pug, 635 

r th' garb and habit of a dog, 

That was his tutor, and the cur 

Head to tli' oiccult philosopher, 

And taught him subtly to maintain 

AU other sciences are vaui. 640 

To this, quoth Sidrophello, Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer. 
Nor raracekus, no, nor Behmen ; 
Nor was the dog a Cocodemon, 
But a true dog, that would show tricks 645 
For th' emperor, and leap o'er sticks ; 
Would fetch and carry ; was more civil 
Than other dogs, but yet no devil ; 
And whatsoe'er he's said to do, 
He went the self-same way we go. 650 

As for the Rosy-cross philosophers. 
Whom you will have to be but sorcerers. 
What they pretend to is no more 
Than Trisme^stus did before, 
Pythagoras, old Zoroaster, « 655 

And ApoUonius their master ; 
To whom they do confess they owe 
All that they do, and all they Know. 

Quoth Hudlbras, Alas, what is't t' us 
Whether 'twas said by Trisme^tus, 560 

If it be nonsense, false, or mystic, 
Or not intelligible, or sophistic? 
'TIS not antiquity nor author, 
Thatmakes Truth truth,altho' Time'sdaughter ; 
'Twas he that put her in the pit 6J55 

Before he pull'd her out of it ; 

' 635. Cornelius Agrippa had a dog that was BUfpected 
to be a spirit, for some tricks he was wont to do m^ond 
the capacity of a dog, as it was thought ; but the author 
of Magia Ademica has taken a great deal of pains to 
vindicate both the doctor and the dog from the asperalon, 
in which he has shown a very great respect aod ktnd" 
mm for them both. 
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And as he eats kis sotis, just so 

He feeds upon his daughters too. 

Nor does it follow, 'cause a herald 

Can make a gentleman, scarce a year old, $tO 

*P6 be descended of a race 

Of ancient kings in a small space, 

That we should all opinions hold 

Authentic that wo can make old. 

Quoth Sidrophel, It is no part 673 

Of prudence to crj down an art, 
And what it may perform deny. 
Because you understand not why 
(As Averrhois play'd but a mean trick 
To damn our whole art for eccentric :) 61^ 
For who knows all that knowledge contains ? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains, 
But on their sides, or rising's seat ; 
So 'tis with knowledge's vast height. 
Do not the hist'ries m all ages 689 

HcAate miraculous presages. 
Of strange turns in the world's affdrs, 
Foreseen b' astrologers, soothsayers, 
Chaldeans, leamM Genethliacs, 
And some that have writ almanacks ? 690 
The Median empVor dreamt his daughter 
Had pist all Asia under water. 
And that a vine sprung from her haunches,^ 
0''erspread his empire with its branches ; 
And did not soothsayers expound it, 695 

As after by th' event he found it? 
When CcBsar in the senate fell. 
Did not the sun cclips'd foretel, 
And in resentment of his slaughter, 
Look'd pale for almost a year afler ? TOQi 

679- Averrhois astronomlftm propter exceutriccm 
contempdt. Phil. Melancthon tn Elhn. Pfail. p. 781. 

091. Attyages, king o( Media, bad this dream of bis 
daughter Mandane, and the interpretation from th« 
Ha^ ; whereof he married her to a Persian of a mean 
quality, by whom she bad Cirrus, who conquered alt 
Asia, and translated the empire from tlie Modes to tb^ 
Persians. Herodot. I. 1. 

697. Flant allquantfo prodifdoso, et longiorea soUs d«- 
fectus, quales ixxiso dictatore CaeMre et .' 

^Uo, tocius anni pallor e coniinuo. Pliil. 
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Angustni havinff V orerai^t, 
Pi|t on his left afioe Yore his right, 
Had like to hare been dain that day 
]^ soldiers mutn^ing for pay. 
Are there not mrric^ of this sort, 70$ 

Which stories of all times report ? 
itis not ominous in all countries 
When crows and ravens croak upon traes? 
The Roman senate, when within | 

The city walls an owl was seen, 710 

Did cause their clergjr, with lustrations 
(Ovr synod calls humiliations,) 
The round-facM prodigy t^ avert 
From doing town or CQuntiy hurt: 
And if an owl had so much powV, 715 

Why should not planets have much mmre, 
ThfLt in a region far above 
Inferior fowu of the air move. 
And should see &rt)ier, and foreknow 
More than tlieir augury below ? 790 

Though that onoe serv'd the polity 
Of pikhty states to govern bv ; 
And this is what we take in hand 
By pow^r^ art to understand ; 
Which, how we have performM all ages 725' 
Can speak the events of our presages ; 
Have we not latd v, in the moon, 
Found a new world, to th' old unknown? 
Discovered sea and land, Columbus 
And Magellan could never compass ? 730 

Made mountains with our tubes appear, 
' And cattle grazing on ^em there P 

Quoth Hudifans, Tou lie so ope. 
That I, without a telescope. 
Can find your tricks out, and descry 735 

Where you tell truth, and where you lie : 
For Anazagoras, long agone. 
Saw hills, as w^ as yoo, i' th' moon ; 

701. pivus Augustas levam sibi prcKti4it ealeeuni 
g Ne p m i ei e indutuin, qua die seditiooe miUtniD props 
aAKtm est. Idem, I. 2. 

TOO. Romani L. Crasso et C. Mario Coss. Baboas 
irtseoibeiB histrabant. 

737. Anaxagoras afinnabat aolem easdeas ferr 
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And held the mm was bat a piece 

Of red-hot ir^, as big as Greece ; 740 

BelievM the Heavens were made of stone, 

Because the sun had Toided one ; 

And, rather than he would recant 

Th' opinion, sufferM banishment. 

But what, alas! is it to us, 745 

Whether i' th' moon men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their corns, 
Or whether they have tails or horns * 
What trade from thence can you advanee. 
But what we nearer have from France ? 750 
What can our travellers bring home, 
That is not to be learnt at Rome f 
What politics, or strange opinions. 
That are not in our own dominions? 
What science can be brought from thenoe, 755 
In which we do not here commence ? 
What revelations, or religions. 
That are not in our native regions f 
Are sweating lanterns, or screen-fkns, 
Made better there than th' are in France? 760 
Or do they teach to sing and play 
O* th' guitar there a newer way ? 
Can they make plays there, that shall fit 
The public humour, with less wit? 
Write wittier dances, quainter shows, 765 

Or fight with more incfenious blows ? 
Or does the Man i' th' Moon look big. 
And wear a hu^r periwig. 
Show in his gait or face more tricks 
T^an our own native lunatics ? 770 

And if w' outdo him here at home. 
What good of your design can come? 
As wind, i' th' hvpocon&es pent, 
Is but a blast if downward sent. 
But if it upward chance to fly, 775 

Becomes new Light and prophecy ; 

esse, et Peloponneao majorem : lunam habitacnla In §• 
iMa>ere,etCollM,etvalles. FerturdiziMeccBlamomne 
•X lairtdibus eaie comporitum ; damnattts et in ezUiam 
pnliM Mt, quod impie aolein eandentem lamioaBi mm 
-nzisMC. Dlog. L^rtinAnaxag. p. 11,13. 
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80 when jTour speculations tend 

Abore their just and useful end. 

Although thev promise strange and great 

Discoveries ot things far fet, 780 

They are but idle dreams and fancies. 

And savour stronfflj of the ganzas. 

Tell me but what^ the natund cause, 

Why on a sign no painter draws 

The full moon ever, but the half? 785 

Resolve that with your Jacobus staff; 

Or why wolves raise a hubbub at her, 

And dofirs howl when she shines in water ; 

And I shall freely give my vote, 

Tou maj know something more remote. 790 

At this deep Sidrophellook'd wise. 
And staring round with owl-Uke eyes. 
He put his face into a posture 
Of sapience, and began to bluster : 
For having three times shook hm head 795 
To stir his wit up, thus he said : 
Art has no mortal enemies, 
Next ignorance, but owls and eeese : 
Those consecrated ffoese in orders, 
That to the Capitol were warders ; 800 

And being then upon patrol. 
With noise alone beat off the Gaul : 
Or those Athenian sceptic owls, 
That will not credit their own souls; 
Or any science understand, 805 

Beyond the reach of eye or hand ; 
But meas^rinff all thin^ by their own 
Knowledge, hold nothing's to be known : 
Those wholesale critics, that in ooflbe- 
Houses cry down all philosophy, ■ 810 

And will not know c^n what ffround 
In nature we our doctrine found, 
AHho' with pregnant evidence 
We can demonstrate it to sense. 
As I just now have done to you, 815 

Foreiuhng what you came to know. 
Were the stars oiuy made to hghi 
Robben and burglarers by ni^t? 
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To watt on dnndnrds, tkievM, gM4imksBt 

And loven solacinff behmd doom, 890 

Or giving one anouier pledges 

Of matnmony vandet hedgM? 

Or witches simpling, and on gibbeti 

Cutting from malenteton min^^ta? 

Or from the piUoiy tips of ears 839 

Of rebel saints and perjurers? 

Only to stand by, uid look on^ 

But not know what is said pr done? 

Is there a conMeDation there 

That was not bom and bred up have ; 890 

And therefore cannot be to leam 

In any inferior concern? 

Were they not, during all their Uvea, 

Most of *em pirates, whores, and thievfit ? 

And is it like they hare not stfll 8)1 

lo their old practices some skill? 

Is there a planet that by birth 

Does not derive its house from earth ? 

And therefore probably must know 

What is and hath been done below. 849 

Who made the Balance, or whence Cftioe 

The Bull, the Lion, a»d the Ram ? 

Did not we here the Argo rig? 

Make Berenice's periwig? 

Whose liv'iy does the Coachman wear ? 845 

Or who mcLde Cassiopeia's chair? 

And therefore, as they came from henoe. 

With us may h<^d intelligeBce. 

Plato denyM the world can be 

GoremM without |peometry, 850 

(For moner bing the common scale 

Of things bv measure, weight, and tale. 

In all th° amurs of church and state, 

^is botii the balance and the weight) ; 

Then much less can it be without 855 

Divine astrology made out ; 

That puts the other down in worth. 

And far as heav^ *s above the earth. 

These reasons (quoth the Knight) I gr«At 
Are something more significant Qff 
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Than iny that tlie learned uie 

Upon this snbject to produce ) 

And yet th' are far from satigfactorj, 

T' establish and keep up your factory. 

Th' Egyptians say, the Sun has twice 865 

Shifted hi» setting and bis rise ; 

Twice has he risen in the west, 

As many times set in the east : 

But whether that be true or no, 

The devil any of you know. 870 

Some hold the heavens, like a top, 

Are kept by circulation up, 

And, werH not for their wheeling round, 

They'd instantly fall to the ground : 

As sa«e Empedocles of old, 875 

And irom him modem authors hold. 

Plato boliev'd the Sun and Mooa 

Below all other planets run. 

Some Mercury, some Venus, seat 

Above the Sun himself in height. 880 

The learned Scaliger complained, 

'Gainst what Copernicus maintained. 

That, in twelve hundred yean and odd. 

The Sun had left its ancient road. 

And nearer to the earth is come 885 

'Bove fifty thousand miles firom home : 

Swore 'twas a most notorious flam ; 

And he that had so little shame 

To vent such fopperies abroad, 

Deserv'd to have his rump weU daw'd ; 890 

865. Egjrptii decern millia annorum et ampUns, re- 
censent; et obeervatum est in hoc tamo apatio, l>i« 
mutata esse loca ortuam et oceasuuin soils, ita ut sol 
bis ortos lit ubi nunc occidit, et bia deacenderit ubt nunc 
oritur. Phil. Melanct. lib. i. p. 60. 

871. Causa quare caelum non cadit (secundum Empe- 
doclem) est velocitas sui mmus. Comment, in lib. il. 
Arist. de CobIo. 

877. Plato solem et lunara ceteris planetis inferiores 
esse putavit. 6 Gunniti in Cosmoff. lib. i. p. 11. 

861. Copernicus in Libris BevoIuth)nem, deinde Rein- 
boldus, pcMt etiam Stadius mathematici nobiles perspi- 
cuis deraonstrationibus docuerunt, soils ansida terria 
esse propiorem, qiiara, Ptolemsi etate duodecim pant- 
bus, 1. e. uno et triginta terrs semidiameteria. Jo. Bo^ 
Met. Hist. p. 455. 
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Which Mcfhsiev Bodia hewiiif « twwe 

That he deserv'd the rod much more, 

That durtt upon a truth give doom. 

He knew leis than the Pope of Rome. 

Cardan belieyM neat states depend 895 

Upon the tip o' th* Bear's taU*s end; 

That, as f he whid^'d it t'wards the Sun, 

Strew*d mighty empires up and down; 

Which others say must needs be false. 

Because your true bean have no tails. dOO 

Some say the Zodiac constellations 

Have lonj[ since changM their antique statioiif 

Above a sign, and prove the same 

la Taurus now, once in the Ram ; 

Affirm the trigons choppM and changed, 905 

The wafcy with the fiery nuojEf'd : 

Then how can their effects stm hold 

To be the same they were <^ old? 

This, though the art were true, would make 

Our modem soothsayers mistake : 010 

And in one cause they tell move )ies. 

In figured and nativities. 

Than th' old Chaldean conjurers 

In so many hundred thousand years; 

Beside their nonsense in translating, 915 

For want of accidence and Latin, 

Like Idus, and Calendce, Enadisht 

The quarter-days, by skilful linguist; 

And yet with canting, sleight, and cheat* 

*Twifl serve their turn to do the feat; 990 

Make fools believe in their foreseeing 

Of thiiura before they are in being; 

To swulow gudgeons ere th' are oatch'd, 

And count tbsir chickens ere th' are hatsli'd v 

Make them the constellations prompt^ 985 

And give 'em back their own accompt ; 

But still the best to him that gives 

The best price fort, or best believes. 

8B5> Patat Cardana«, ab eztrema cards Halicat sen 
MaJoris Una omne magoam Imperiom panders. U. 

'913. Chaldvi Jaetant ae quadringinu wptuagiota an- 
tmua miMia in perleliUDdii, «xperiundlique pueronua 
Cicero. 
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Some towns tod ettke, some, fbr Wevity, 
Have cut ibe Veraal world's nati?itjr, 9^0 
And made tiie infant-stara confess. 
Like fools or children, what they please. 
'6ome cakmlate the hidden fates 
Of monkejrs, pnppy-dogs, and cats ; 
Some running-naffs andfigbtinff-oodis, 935 
Some love, trade, law^saHs, and the pot : 
Some take a measure of the lives 
' Of fathers, mothers, husbands, wives : 
Make opposition, trine, and quartiie. 
Tell who is barren, and who fertile ; 940 

As if the planets' first aspect 
The tender infant did infect 
' In soul and body, and instil 
All future good, and fhture ill ; 
Which, in their dark fatalities lurking, 945 
At destinM periods fall a working ; 
And break out, like the hidden seeds 
Of long diseases, into deeds, 
In friendships, enmities, and strife, 
And all th* emergencies of life. 950 

No sooner does he peep into 
The world, but he has done his do : 
CatchM all diseases, took all physic 
That cures or kills a man that is rack ; 
Marry*d his punctual dose of wives ; 955 

Is cuckolded, and breaks or thrives. 
There's but the twinkling of a star 
Between a man of peace and war ; 
A thief and justice, fool and knave, 
A hufiing officer and a slave ; 9€0 

A crafty lawyer and a pick-poeket, 
A mat philosopher and a blockhead ; 
A formal preacher and a player, 
A leam'd physician and manslayer. 
As if men from the stars did suck 965 

Old age, diseases, and ill-luck. 
Wit, roily, honour, virtue, vice. 
Trade, travel, women, claps, and dice ; 
And draw, with the first air thev breathe, 
. Battle and murder, sudden death. 970 
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And not theie fine oommodiliM 

To to iimported firom the skiai, 

And yended here mmoogBt the rabble, 

For staple goods and warrantable f 

Like money by the Droida borrowed, 975 

In th' other world to be restored ? 

Qaoth Sidrophel, To let yon know 
ITou wrong the art, and artists too, 
Since arguments are lost on those 
That do our principles oppose, 960 

1 will (although I've donex before) 
Demonstrate to your sense once more. 
And draw a ^gure, that shall tell you. 
What you, peniaps, forget befel you, 
By way of horary inspection, 985 

Which some account our worst erection. 
With that he circles draws, and squares. 
With cyphers, astral characters ; 
Then looks 'em o*er, to understand 'em, 
Althou^ set down hab-nab, at random. 990 

QuoUi he, This scheme of th' heavens set. 
Discovers how in fight you met. 
At ELingston, with a May-polo idol, [well ; 
And that y' were baog'd both back and side 
And thougn you overcame the bear, 995 

The dogs beat you at Brentford fair ; 
W^iere sturdy butchers broke your noddle, 
/ind handled you like a fop-doodle. 

Quoth Hudibras, I now perceive 
You are no oonj'rer, by your leave : 1000 

That paltry story 'a untrue. 
Arid forg'd to cheat such gulls as you. 

Not true? quoth he; however you vapour, 
I can what I affirm make appear : 

975. Draide psoaDiam namo aeelpiebaat in pos- 
teriore vita reddituii. Patriciut, tmn. ii. p. 9. 

1001. There was a notorious idiot (Uiat if here de- 
scrit»ed by tbe name and character of Whachnm) wtio 
counterfeited a second part of Hudibras. as untowardiy 
as Captain Po, who could doc write hlmseir 
made a nbift to stand on the i^lory fbr fort 

men*s hands, as his fellow Whachnm no doul 

ed; in whose abominable dogserel this story of Hudi- 
bras and a French mountebanlc at Brentford fair is as 
roperiy described. 
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'Whichlim flhall justify it t' yonr fiMo» 1005 
And move he wu upon the place. 
He puMrM the Saitinbancho's part. 



And move he waa upon the plaoa. 
He puMrM the SaitinDancho'a part, 
Transform'd t' a Frenchman by my art 



He stole your cloak, and pickM your pocket, 
CSiows'd and caldes'd ye like a blockhead : 1010 
And what you. lost I can ]Mx>duce, 
If you deny it, here i' th' house. 

Quoth Hudibras, I do believe 
That argument's demonstrative. 
Bhlj^ho, bear witness ; and go fetch ufl 1015 
A constable to seize the wretches : 
For though th' are both false knaves and cheats, 
Impostors, jugglers, counterfeits, 
m make toem serve for perpendioi:dais, 
As true as e'er were us'd by bricklayers. 1020 
They're guilty, by their own confesmons^ 
Of felony ; and at the sessions. 
Upon the bench, I will so handle 'em. 
That the vibration of this pendulum 
SUiaU make all tailors' yards of One 10S5 

Unanimous opinion ; 
A thing he long has vapour'd o£t 
But now diall make it out by proof. 

Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find ^ends that will bear me out : 1030 
Nor have I hazarded my art, 
And neck, so lonff on the state's part, 
To be ezpos'd i' &' end to sufier 
By such a braggadocio buffer. 

1034. Tbe device of the vibration of a pendulum wat 
Intended to settle a certain measure of ells and fards. 
fcc. (that should have its foundation in nature) ali the 
world over : for by swinging a weight at tbe end of a 
string, and calculating by the motion of the sun, or any 
■tac, how long the vibration would last, in proportioi 
to the length of the string, and weight of the pendulum, 
they thought to reduce it back again, and from any part 
of time compute the exact length of any string that 
must necessarily vibrate into so much space of time ; 
so that if a man should ask in China for a quarter of an 
hour of satin, or taffeta, tbny would know perfectly 
what it meant ; and all mankind learn a new way to 
measure things no mora by the yard, foot, or Inch, bof 
bjr tbe liour, quarter, and minute. 
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Hafferf ^[uoth Ifudibras; tfan award lOSf 
Shall down tby hht throat cram that wvrd. ' 
Ralpho, make baste, and call an officer. 
To apprehend this Stygian sophister ; 
Meanwhile FU bold 'em at a baj, 
Leet he and Wbacbnm ran awaj. i04O 

But Sidropbel, who, from th* aqpect 
Of Hudibras, did now erect 
A figure worse portending far 
Than that of a. malignant star, 
Believ'd it now tliemtest moment 1045 

To shun the danger that might come oa% 
WhOe Hvdibras was an alone, 
And he and Wbacbnm, two to one. 
This being resolved, he spy^d, by cha]ice« 
Behmd 4m door, an iron iaace, KMMX 

That mai^ a sturdy limb had ffor'd. 
And legs, and loins^ and shoulders bor'd : 
He snatcb'd it up, and made a pass. 
To make hk way through Hndibrat. 
Whachum h«d got a fire-fork, 1055. 

With which he towM to do his work. 
But Hudibras was well prepared. 
And stoutly stood upon his guard; 
He put by Sidrophello's thrift, 
Andin right manfully he rusht : 1060 

The weapon from bis gripe he wrung, 
And laid nim on the earth along. 
Whachum his sea-coal prong threw by. 
And basdy turned his back to fly : 
But Hudibras gave him a twitch 1065 

As quick as lightning in the breech, 
Just in the olace where boaour^s lodged. 
As wise phUoeophers have judg*d : 
Because a kick in that place more 
Hurts honour than deep wounds befbre. 1070 

Quoth Hudibras, The stars determine 
Tou are my prisoners, base vermin ! 
Could they not tell you so as well 
As what Icame to know foretel ? 
By this what cheats you are we find, 1075 
Tliat in your own oonoems are blind. 
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Tour rives are now at my dispose, 
To be redeem**! by fine or blows : 
But who his honour would defile, 
To take or sell two lives so vile ? 1080 

ni ^ve you quarter; but your pillafe, 
TKe conqu*rii^ warrior's crop and tula^, 
. Which with his sword he reajps and ploughs, 
That's mine, the law of arms allows. 

This said in haste, in haste he fell 1085 

To rummaging of Sidrophel. 
First, he expounded both his pockets. 
And found a watch with rings and lockets, 
Which had been left with him t' erect 
A figure for, and so detect ; 1090 

A copper-plate, with almanacks 
Engrav'd upon t ; with other knacks 
Of Dookei^s, Lilly's, S&rah Jinmiers', 
And blank-schemes t' discover nimmere ; 
A moon-dial, with Napier's bones, 1095 

And several constellation stones, 
Cngrav'd in planetary hours. 
That over mortals had strange powers 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade. 
And stab or poison to evade; 1100 

In wit or wisdom to improve, , 
And be victorious in love. 
Whachum had neither cross nor pile ; 
His plunder was not worth the wnile ; 
All which the conqu'ror did discompt, 1105 
To pa^ for curing of his rump. 
But Sidrophel, as full of tricks 
As Rota-men of politics. 
Straight cast about to over-reach 
Th' unwary coneu'ror with a fetch, 1110 

And make him glad (at least) to quit 
His victory, and fly the pit. 
Before the secular prince of darkness 
Arriv'd to seize upon his carcase : 

1113. Ai the devil Is the spiritual prince of darkness, 
se is the constable the secular, who governs in the night 
with as great authority as his colleague, bat far oiort 
Imperiottsly. 
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And as a fox with hot pursuit 1115 

Ohas'd thro' a warren, casts about 

To save his credit, and among 

Dead vennin on a gallows hung, 

And while the dogs ran underneath, 

EscapM (by counterfeiting death) 1190 

Not out of cunning, but a train 

Of atom^justling m his brain, 

As learned philosophers give out, 

So Sidrophello cast about, 

And fell to 's wonted trade a^fain, 112S 

To feign himself in earnest slain: 

First stretched out one leff, then another. 

And seeming in his brea£ to smother 

A broken sigh, quoth he, Where am I, 

Alive or deiui t or which way came I, 1130 

Through so immense a space so soon ? 

But now I thought myself i' th' moon ; 

And that a monster with hu^ whiskers, 

More formidable than a Switzer's, 

My body through and through had drill'd, 1135 

And Whachum by my side had kiird ; 

Had cross-ezamin'd both our hose, 

And plunder'd all we had to lose. 

Look, there he is : I see him now. 

And feel the place I am lun through : 1140 

And there lies Whachum by my side 

Stone dead, and in his own blood dyM. 

Oh I oh! With that he fetched a gKMm, 

And fell a^in into a swoon ; 

Shut both his eyes, and stopp'd his breath, 1145 

And to the life out-acted death ; 

That Hudibras, to all appearin|f, 

Behev*d him to be dead as hemng. 

He held it now no longer safe 

To tarry the return of Ralph, 1150 

But rather leave him in the lurch : 

Thouffht he, he has abusM our church, 

Refus d to give himself one firk 

To carry on the public woric ; 

PesoisM our synod-men like dirt, 1155 

And made their discipline his sport; 
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Divulff'd the secrets of their classes, 

And their conventions prov'd high places ; 

DisparagM their tithe-pigfs as Pa^an, 

And set at nought their cheese ana bacon; 1160 - 

RailM at their Covenant, and jeerM 

Their rev'rend parsons, to my beard : 

For all which scandals, to be quit 

At once, this juncture falls out fit. 

ril make him henceforth to beware, 1165 

And tempt my fury if he dare. 

He must at least hold up his hand. 

By twelve freeholders to be scann'd ; 

Who, by their skill in palniistry, 

Will quickly read his destiny ; 1170 

And make him fflad to read his lesson, 

Or take a turn tor 't at the session ; 

Unless his light and mfls prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, rm sure ; 

For if he 'scape with whipping now, 1175 

'Tis more than he can hopie to do ; 

And that will disengage my conscience 

Of th' obligation in nis own sense. 

I'll make him now by force abide 

"What he by gentle means deny'd, 1180 

To give my honour satisfaction, 

And right the brethren in the action. . 

This being resolved, with equal speed 

And conduct he approachM his steed, 

And with activity unwont 1185 

AssayM the lofty beast to mount ; 

Which once acmev'd, he spurr'd his palfrey. 

To get from th' enemy and Ralph free : 

Left dangers, fears, and foes behind. 

And bea^ at least three lengths, the wind. 1190 
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AN ^ftOIOAL SrurTLB OF 

HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 

Eeee itervm Orispimu. 

Well ! Sidrophel, though His in Tain 

To tamper with your crazy brain, 

Without trepanning of your skull 

As often as the moon's at fMl, 

'Tis npt amiss, ere y' are giv'n o'er, 

To try one desperate med''cine more : 

For where your case can be no worae, 

Thedesperat'st is the wisest course. 

Is't possible that you, whose ears 

Are of the tribe of Issachar's, 10 

And mi^ht 'with equal reason) either 

For merit, or extent of leather. 

With William Pryn's, before they were 

Retrenched and crucify'd, compare. 

Should yet be deaf against a noise 15 

So roarinff as the public voice ? 

That speaks ^our virtues free, and loud, 

And openly, m ev'ry crowd. 

As loud as one that sings his part 

T' a wheel-barrow or turnip cart, ^ 90 

Or your newnick-nam'd old invention 

To cnr green bastings with an engine 

(As if the vehemence had stunnM, 

And torn your drum-heads with the sound i) 

And 'cause your folly's now no news, 25 

But overgrown, and out of use. 

Persuade yourself there's no such matter. 

But that 'tis vanishM out of nature ; 

When folly, as it grows in years. 

The more extravagant appears ; 30 

For who but you could be possest 

With so much ignorance, and beastt 
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HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 179 

That nmther tU meo^s scorn and hate, 

Nor beinff langh'd and pointed at, 

Nor brayM eo often in a mortar, 35 

Can teach you wholesome sense and nurture ; 

But (bke a reprobate) what course 

Soever^s usM, grow worse and worse ? 

Can no transfusion of the blood, 

That makes fools cattle, do you good ? 40 

Nor putting ^igs t' a bitch to nurse. 

To turn 'em mto mongrel-curs, 

Put you into a way, at least. 

To make yourself a better beast? 

Can all your critical intrigues 45 

Of trying sound from rotten effgs ; 

Tour several new found remedies 

Of curing wounds and scabs in trees ; 

Your arts of fluxing them for claps, 

And purging their infected saps ; 50 

Recoy'ring shankers, crystallines. 

And nodes and botches ui^ their rinds, 

Have no effect to operate 

Upon that duller block, your pate? 

But still it must be lewdly bent 55 

To tempt your own due punishment; 

And, Uke your whimsyM chariots, draw 

The boys to course you without law ; . 

As if the art you have so long 

ProfessM, of making old dogs young, €0 

In you had virtue to renew 

Not only youth, but childhood tbo. 

Can you, that understand all books. 

By judging only with your looks, 

Biesolve all problems with your face, 65 

As othen) do with B's and A's ; 

Unriddle all that mankind knows 

With solid bending of your brows ; 

All arts and sciences advance. 

With screwing of your countenance, 70 

And, with a penetrating eye. 

Into th' abstrusest learning pry ; 

Know more of any trade b a hint. 

Than those who have been bred up in't j 
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And yet have no art, tme or false, 75 

To help your own bad naturals? 

Bot still the more you strive t' appear, 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking wise, 

As men find woodcocks by their eyes. 80 

Hence 'tis,that ^cause y * have gain'd o'th' college 

A quarter-share (at most) of Knowledge, 

And brought in none, but spent repute, 

T^ assume a pow'r as absolute 

To judge, and censure, and control, 85 

As if you were the sole Sir Poll ; 

And saucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to. 

You'll find the thin^ will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone; 90 

No, though y' have purchasM to your name. 

In history, so great a fame ; 

That now your talents, so well known. 

For having all belief outgrown. 

That evVy strange prodigious tale 95 

Is measurM by your Grerman scale ; 

By which the virtuosi try 

The magnitude of ev'ry lie. 

Cast up to what it does amount. 

And place the big^^st to your account ; 100 

That all those stories that are laid 

Too truly to you, and those made, . 

Are now still charg'd upon your score. 

And lesser authors namM no more. 

Alas ! that faculty betrays 105 

Those soonest it designs to raise ; 

And all your vain renown will spoil. 

As guns overcharged the moro recoil. 

Though he that has but impudence. 

To all things has a fair pretence ; 110 

And put amon? his wants but shame 

To aU the world may lay his claim ; 

Though you have tiyM that nothing^! borne 

With greater ease than public scorn, 

That ^1 affronts do still give place 115 

To your impenetrable face, 
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That makes your way through all afiain, 

As pigs through hedges creep with thmrs $ 

Tet as 'tis counterfeit and brass, 

Tou must not think 'twill always pass ; 120 

For all impostors, when they're known, 

Are past their labour, and undone : 

And all the best that can befal 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as soon 125 

As once they're broke loose from the moon, 

And, proof against her influence, 

Relapse to e^r so little sense, 

To turn stark fools, and subjects fit 

For sport of boys, and rabble wit. 130 



PART ni— CANTO I. 

The Knight and Squire resolve at once 

The one the other to renounce • 

They both approach the Lady's bower, 

The Squire V inform, the<night to woo her. 

She treats him with a masquerade, 

By furies an^i hobgoblins made : 

Prom which the Squire conveys the Knight, 

And steals him from himself by night. 

'TIS true, no lover has that pow'r 

T' enforce a desperate amour. 

As he that has two strings t' his bow. 

And bums for love and money too ; 

For then he's brave and resolute, 5 

Disdains to render in his suit. 

Has all his flames and raptures double, 

And^angs or drowns with half the trouble ; 

While those who sillily pursue 

The simple, downright way, and true, 10 

Make as unlucky applications. 

And steer against the stream their pasnons. 

Some forge their mistresses of stars. 

And when the ladies prove averse, 

And more untoward to be won 15 

Than by Caligula the moon, 

15. Caligula was one of the emperors of Rome, son 
of Germanicus and Agrippina. He would needs pass *~- 
a god, and bad the headsof the ancient statUM r 
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C17 out upon the itan, ibr domg^ 

HI offioM to oroM their wooiDg ; 

When only by themselves they're hindVed, 

For trustioff those they made her kindreds ^ 

And still, the hmrdier and hide-bonnder 

The damisels prore, become the fonder. 

For what mad loyer ever dy'd 

To ffain a soft and gentle bride? 

Or for a lady tender-hearted, 96 

In puriing streams or hemp departed? 

LeapM headlong int' Elysium, 

Through th' windows of a dazzling room? 

But from some cross, ill-naturM diune» 

The am'rous fly burnt in his flame. 30 

This to the Knight could be no news, 

With all mankind so much in use ; 

Who therefore took the wiser coursei 

To make the most of his amours. 

Resolved to try all sorts of ways, 3S 

As follows in due time and place. 

No sooner was theH>lo6dy fight 
Between the Wizard and the fnight, 
With all th' appurtenances, oyer. 
But he relapsxl again t' a lover ; 40 

As he was always wont to do, 
When h' had discomfited a foe ; 
And us'd the only antique philters, 
Deriv'd fi'om old heroic tilters. 
But now, triumphant and victorious, ^ 45 

He held th' achievement was too glori6as 
For such a conqueror to meddle 
With petty constable or beadle ; ^ 

Or fly for refuge to the hostess 
Of th' inns of court and chancery, justice ; 50 
Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 
To th' ordeal trial of the laws ; 
godi taken off, and his own placed on in their stead : 
and imM to stand between the statuea of Castor ana 
Pollux to be worshipped ; and often bragged of lytnf 
wiih the moon. 

43. Philters were love potions, reported to be mueh 
In request in former ases ; but our true knight-erraat 
hero made use of no other but what his noble aohievs> 
ments by his sword produced. 

9^- Ordeal trials were, when supposed «riAUiMUS| |o 
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Where none escape, bot each aslffttided 
With red-hot irons have past bare-handed $ 
And, tf they cannot read one verse 55 

r th' Psahns, must sin^ it, and that's worse. 
He therefore jndgin£f it below him 
To tempt a shame the devil might owe him, 
ResolvM to leave the Squire for bail 
And mainprize for him to the gaol, GO 

To answer, with his vessel, all 
That might disastrously befal ; 
And thought it now the fittest juncture 
To give the lady a rencounter ; 
T' acquaint her with his expedition, 65 

And conquest o*er the fierce magician ; 
Describe the manner of the fray, * 
And shew the spoils he brought away $ 
His bloodv scourging aggravate ; 
The number of ms blows, and weight ; 70 

All which mi^hi probably succeed, 
• And eain belief h' had done the deed ; 
Whidi he resolv'd t' enforce, and spare 
No pawning of his soul to swear ; 
But, rather than produce his back, 75 

To set his conscience on the rack ; 
And in pursuance of his urging 
Of articles performM and scourging, 
And all thin^ else, upon his part, 
Demand dehv'ry of her heart, . 80 

Her go(^8 and chattels, and good graces, 
And person, up to his embraces. 
Thought he, the ancient errant knights 
Won all their ladies' hearts in fights ; 
And cut whole giants into fritters, 85 

To put them into amorous twitters ; 
Whose stubborn bowels scomM to yield 
Until their gallants were h^lf killM : 
Bat when their bones were drubbM so sore 
They durst not woo one combat more, 90 

The ladies' hearts began to melt, 
Subdu'd by blows their lovers felt 

discover Uieir innocence, went over several red-b(4 
coulter irons. These were generally such whoae diM- 
lity was suspected, as the vestal virgins, &c 
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So Spanish heroes, with their lances^ 

At bnoe wound bolls and ladies' fancies, 

And he acquires the noblest sponse 95 

That widows ^freatest herds of cows : 

Then what may I expect to do, 

Wh* have ^uelrd so vast a boffiilo ? 

Meanwhile, the Sqoire was on his way 
The Knight's late orders to obey ; 100 

Who sent him for a strong detachment 
Of beadles, constables, and watchmen, 
T' attack the canning-man, for plunder 
Committed falsely on his lumber ; 
When he, who had so lately sack'd 105 

The enemy, had done the nict ; 
Had rifled all his pokes and fobs 
Of ^rimcracks, whims, and jiggumbobs. 
Which he, by hook or crook, hA gatherM, 
And for his own inventions father d : 110 

And when they should, at gaol-delivery, 
Unriddle one another's thievery. 
Both might have evidence enough. 
To render neither halter-proof. 
He thought it desperate to tarry, 115 

And venture to be accessary ; 
But rather wisely slip his fetters. 
And leave tiiem for the Knight, his betters. 
He cali'd to mind th' unjust, foul play 
He would have offerM him that day, 120 

To make him curry his own hide, • 
Which no beast fiver did beside, 
Without all possible evasion, 
But of the riding dispensation ; 
And therefore much about the hour 125 

The Knight (for reasons told before) 
Resolv'd to leave them to the fury 
Of justice, and an unpacked jury, 

93. The yonng Spaniards signaliase their valour be- 
fore the Spanibh ladies at bull* feasts, which often prove 
very hazardous, and sometimes fatal to them. Ii is 
performed by attacking of a wild bull kept on purpose, 
and let loose at the combatant ; and he that kills most 
carries the laurel, and dwells highest in the ladies' 
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The Squire conourrM t' abandon him, 

And serve him in the self-same trim ; 130 

T' acquaint the lady what h* had done, 

And what he meant to carry on ; 

What proiect 'twas he went about, 

When Sidrophel and he fell out ; 

His firm and steadfast resolution, 135 

To swear her to an execution ; 

To pawn his inward ears to marry her, 

And bribe the devil himself to carry her; 

In which both dwelt, as if they meant 

Their party-saints to represent, 140 

Who never fail'd, upon their sharing^ 

In any prosperous arms-bearing, 

To lay themselves out to supplant 

Each other cousin German saint. 

But, ere the Knight could do his part, 145 

The Squire had ffot so much the start, 

H' had to the lady done bis errand. 

And told her all his tricks aforehand. 

Just as he finish^ his report, 

Tlie Knight alighted in {he court ; 150 

And havmg ty'd his beast t' a pale. 

And taking time for both to stale, 

He put his band and beard in order. 

The sprucer to accost and board her : 

And now began t' approach the door, 155 

When she, wh' had spy'd him out before, 

OonveyM th' informer out of sight. 

And went to entertain the Knight ; 

With whom encounfring, after longees 

Of humble and submissive congees, 100 

And all due ceremonies paid, 

He strokM his beard, and thus he said : 

Madam, I do, as is my duty. 
Honour the shadow of your Ahoe-tie ; 
And now am come to bring your eair 165 

A present vou'll be glad to hear : 
At least I hope so : the thing^s done. 
Or may I never see the sun ; 

137. His exterior enrs were gone before, and so out of 
danger ; but by iu war4 eartf is liere meant bis eoiiscieiif<^ 
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For wbicb I humMy now demand 
P«ifonnanco at your gontle hand ; 170 

And that yoa'd please to do your part, 
As I 'have done mine, to my smart. 

With that he shruffff'd his sturdy back. 
As if he felt his shoiSders ake. 
~ fiut she, who well enough knew what 175 
(Before he spoke) he wouM be at, 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mystery of what he mean'd ; 
And therefore wishM him to expound 
Hi^ dark expressions less profound. 180 

Madam, ouoth he, I come to prove 
How much iVe suffisr'd for your love, , 
Which (like your votary) to win, 
I have not spared my tatter 'd skin ; 
And for those meritorious lashes, 185 

To claim your favour and good graces. 

Quoth she, I do remember once 
I freed you.firem th' enchanted sconce ; 
And that you promisM, for that favour. 
To Mnd your back to good behavioui, 190 
And, for my sake and service, vow'd 
To lay upon't a heavy load, 
An4 what 'twould bear t' a scruple prove, 
As other knights do oft make love ; 
Which whether you have done oar no 195 

Concerns yourscuf, not me, to know; 
But if vou have, I shall confess 
T' are honester than I could guess. 

Quoth he. If you suspect my troth, 
I c&ttnot prove it but by oath ; 900 

And if you make a question on\ 
111 pawn my soul that I have done t ; 
And he that makes his soul his surety, 
I think, does give the best security. 

^oth she. Some say, the souTs secure 90S 
Against distress and forfeiture ; 
Is free from action, and exempt 
From execution and contempt ; 
And to be summon'd to appear 
In th' other world's illegal here ; 910 
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And therefore few make any aoccmnt 

Int' what incumbrances thejr ran 't : 

For most men carry tbinfifs so even 

Between this world, and hell, and heaven, 

AVithoat the least offence to either, 215. 

They freely deal in all together ; 

And equilly abhor to quit 

This world for both, or both for it ; 

And when they pawn and damn their sonls. 

They are but prisoners on paroles. 52QO 

For that (quoth he) 'tis rational 
They may be accountable in all : 
For when there is that intercourse 
Between divine and human pow'rs, 
That all that we determine here 223 

Commands obedience every where ; 
When penalties may be commuted 
For fines, or ears, and executed, 
It fellows, nothing binds so fast 
As souls in pawn and mortgage past ; 230, 
For oaths are th' only tests and seals 
Of right and wrong, and true and false ; 
And there^» no other way to try 
The doubts of law and justice by. 

Quoth she^ What is it you would swear f 335 
There's no beUevinff till I hear ; 
For, till tbeyVe underetood, all tales 
(Like nonsense) are not true nor false. 

Quoth he, When I resolv'd t' obey 
What you commanded th' other day, 240 

And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are wont) for your fair eyes, 
T' avoid aU scruples in the case, 
1 went to dot upon the place : 
But as the Castle is enchanted 215 

By Sidroi>hel, ^e witch, and haunted 
with evil spirits, aS you know, 
Who took my Squire and me for two, 
Befbre Vd hardly time to lay 
My weapons by, and disarray, 250 

IbMrd a formidable noise) 
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Loud as the Stentio^ioBic voice, 

That roarM fax off, i>iBpatch and strip, 

I'm ready with the infernal whip, 

That shall divest thy ribs from skin, 5255 

To expiate thy ling'ring sin : 

Th' hast broken perfidiously thv oath. 

And not performed thy plighted troth; 

But spar'd thy renegado back, 

Where th' hadst so great a prize at stake; 260 

Which now the fates have orderM me 

For penance ^xld revenge to flea. 

Unless thou presently make haste: 

Time is, time was : And there it ceas'd. 

With which, though startled, I confess, 965 

Tet th' horror of the thing was less 

Than th' other dismal apprehension 

Of interruption or prevention; 

And therefore, snatching up the rod, 

I laid upon my back a load; S70 

EesolvM to spare no flesh and blood. 

To inake my word and honour good ; - 

Till tir^^i^nd making truce at length. 

For new recruits of breath and streiigth, 

I felt the blows still ply'd as fast 275 

4b if th* had been by loveis plac'd, 

in raptures of Platonic lashing. 

And chaste contemplative bardashing ; 

When facing hastily about. 

To stand u|^n my guard and scout, 280 

libund th' infernal cunning-man. 

And th' under-witch, his Caliban, 

With scourges -^ike the furies) arm'd, 

That on my outward quarters storm'd. 

In haste I snatch'd mv weapon up, 285 

^d ffave their hellish rage a stop ; 

Gall'd thrice upon jrour name, and fell . 

Courageously on Sidrophel ; 

853. A f peaking trumpet, by whicb the voice may 
be heard at a great distance, very osefbl at lea. 

9W. Tbti alludes to 9ome atjeet leebers, wboosedlo 
be difdplloed iritb amoroiHitafiiei fay tbeiri 
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< Who now traiufbnn'd himself t* a bear, 
Beffan to romr aloud, and tear; 5290 

When I as furkmdv' preeeM on, 
M}r weapon down his throat to ran ; 
Laid hold on him ; but he broke loose 
And turn'd himself into a g^oose ; 
Div^d under water, in a pond, S95 

To hide himself fVom being found. 
In vain I sought him ; but, as soon 
As I perceiv''a him fled and gone, 
F£epar'*d with equal haste and rage, 
His under-sorcerer t' engage. 300 

But bravely eeormng to drale 
My sword with feeme blood and vile*. 
I judg'dit better from a quick- 
Set hedge to cut a knotted stick. 
With which I furiouslv laid on, 305 

Till in a harsh and doleful tone. 
It roar'd, O hold forpity. Sir: 
I am too great a sofierer, 
Abus'd, as you have been, b' a witch, 
But conjurM into a worse caprich ; 310 

Who sends me out on manv a jaunt. 
Old houses in the ni^ht to haunt. 
For opportunities t* improve 
Designs of thievery or love ; 
With drugs convey'd in drink or meat, 315 
All feats of witches counterfeit ; 
Kill pigs and^eese with powderM glass, 
And nuike it tor enchantment pass ; 
With cow4tch meazle like a leper. 
And choke with ftmaes of Guinea pepper ; 390 
Make lechen, and their punks, with dewty. 
Commit fantastical advowtry ; 
Bewitch Hermetic-men to run 
Stark staring mad with manicon ; 

333. Hermes Trfgmegistus, an Eeymian phUoiopber, 
and said to have Uvetf Anno Mundi9076, in the rel^ or 
Ninus, aAer Moees. He was a wonderfal philosopher, 
and proved that there was but one God, the creator of all 
things ; and was the aothor of several most excellent and 
useful inventions. But those Hermetic-men here men- 
tioned, though the pretended sertators of this great man, 
are nouring else but a wild and extravagant sort of er 
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Beliei7:« MieohtK^ virtHOM 
^Qm raise *em ^oomitains in Poton ; 
And, sillier than the anUc fooU, 
Take treasure for a heap of coaJB ; 
Seek oqt for plants with signatures, 
To quack of universal eures ; 330 

With figures ground on panes of glass 
Made people on their heads to pass ; 
And mighu heaps of ooin increase, 
Reflected from a single piece, 
To draw ip fools, whose natural itches 335 

Incline perpetually to witches; 
And keep me in continual fears. 
And danger of my neck and ears ; 
When less delmqueots have been scoorg^dt 
And hemp oa wooden anvil forged, 340 

.Which others for cravats have worn 
About their n^eks and took a turn. 

I pity'd the sad punishmait 
The wretched caitiff underwent. 
And lefl my drubbing of his bones, 345 

To!o great an honour for poltroons ; 
For knighjbs are bound to feel no blows 
From paltry 9nd unequal foes, 
Who, when they slash, and cnt to pieces, 
Do ail with civilest addresses : 350 

Tliieir horses never give a blow. 
But when they mm a leg, and bow. 
I ther^ie spared bis flesh, and preet him 
About the witoh with many a qnestioii. 

Quoth he, For many years he dr^vie 355 
A kind of broking-trade in love ; 
EqsployM in all Ui' intrigues aad trust 
Of feeble, speculative lust : 
Procurer to th' ejctnyagAOf^ 
And crazy ribaldnr of fancj, 3G0 

9y those the devil had forsook. 
As things below him to provoke. 

thiislasts, who make a bodge-podge (rf'rtilif km snd phS- 
losopby, and produce notbing but what is the ol^t of 
ev(M^ considering person's contempt. 

396. Potosl is a city of Peru, tbe mountains whereof sl^ 
ford great quantuies of tbe flnest silver in all ths IiMttsii 
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Bat b^ng a yhrtuoxv able 

1^0 imatter, quack, and cant, and dabble, 

He held hit talent noofit adroit 365 

For ai^y mystical exploit ; 

As others of his tribe had done, 

And raised their prices three to one : 

For one predictins^ pimp has th* odda 

Of chaldrons of pfam dowaright bawds. 370 

But as an elf (the deTiPs valet) 

Is not so slight a thinff to get ; 

For those that do his business best, 

In hell are us'd the raggedest ; 

Before so meritiqg a person 375 

Could get a grant, but in reversion, 

He servVl two ^i^nticeships, and longer, 

r th' myst^iy of a lady-^nonger. 

For (as some write) a witch's ffhost. 

As soon as from the bodv loord, 380 

Becomes a puny imp itself 

And is another witch's df : 

He, after searching far and near. 

At length found one in Lancashire, 

With whom he bargain'd before-hand, 385 

And, after hanging, entertained : 

Since which h'lias f^ay'd a thousand feats. 

And practised all mechanic cheats ; 

TransformM himself to th' ugly shapes 

Of wolves and bears, baboons and apes, 390 

Which he has vaiy'd more than witches, 

Or Pharoah's wizards, could their switches ; 

- Aad jdl with whom he has to do. 

Turned to as monstrous figures too : 

Witness myself, whom h' has abus'd, 3d5 

And to this beastly shape reduced, 

Bv feedin£[ me on beans and peas, 

lie crams m nasty crevices. 

And turns to conofits by his arts, 

To make me relish for deserts, 400 

And one by one, with shame and fear. 

Lock up tlie candyM provender. 

Beside*^ But as he was mnwJM on, 

To ten what othw feats h' Mlmis. 
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The lady stopt his full career, 405 

And told him now twas time to hear : 
If half those things (said she) be tm^^ 
They're all, (quoth he,) I swear by you. 
Why then (said she,) that Sidrophel 
Has damnM himself to th' pit of hell ; 410 

Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 
^ And hackney of a Lapland hag. 
In quest of you came hither p(^ 
Within an hour (I am sure) at most ; 
Who told me all you swear and say, 415 

Quite contrary another way ; 
Vow'd that you came to him to know 
If you should carry me or no ; 
And would have mr'd him, and his imps, 
To be your match-makers and pimps, 420 

T' engage the devil on ^our side. 
And steal (like Proserpme) your bride. 
But he disdaining to embrace 
So filthy a design and base. 
You fell to vapouring and huffing, 425 

And drew upon him like a ruffian ; 
Surprised him meanly, unprepared. 
Before h' had time to mount his guard \ 
And left him dead upon the ground. 
With many a bruise and desperate wound : 430 
Swore you had broke and robbM his house, 
And stole his talismanique louse, ^ 
And all his new-found old inventions, 
With flat felonious intentions ; 
Which he could bring out where he had, 435 
And what he bought them for, and paid. 
His flea, his morpion, and punaise, 
H' had gotten for his proper ease ; 
And aja m perfect minutes made, 
By th' ablest artists of the trade, 440 

Which (he could prove it) since he lost, 
He has been eaten up almost ; 
And altogether might amount 
To many hundreds on account; 
For which h' ftfui eot sufficient warrant 445 
To seize the mamactors errant, 
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Without capacity of bail. 
Bat of a cartas or honeys tail ; 
And did not doabt to bring the wretchea 
To 8er7e for pendulums to watches ; 450 

Which modem virtuosos say, 
Tndine to hanging every way. 
Beside, he swore, and swore Hwas true, 
That, ere be went in quest of you. 
He set a figure to discover 455 

If you were fled to Rye or Dover ; 
And found it clear, tliat, to betray 
Yourselves and me, you fled this way ; 
And that he was upon pursuit. 
To take you somewhere hereabout, 4S0' 

He vowM he had intelligence 
Of all that pass'd before and since; 
And found, that ere you came to him, 
T* had been engaging life and limb 
About a case of tender conscience. 465 

Where both abounded in your own sense; 
Till Ralpho, bv his li^ht and grace, 
-Had clearM all scrupfes in the case. 
And proved that you might swear and own 
Whatever''s by the wicked done ; 470 

For which, most basely to requite 
The service of bis gifts and light. 
You strove t' oblige him, by main force, 
To Bcourse his rim instead of yours ; 
But that he stood ujion his guard, 475 

And all your vapouring outndarM ; 
For which, between you both, the feat 
Has never been performM as yet. 

While thus the Lady talk'd, the Knight 
TumM th* outside of his eyes to white, 480 
(As men of inward li^ht are wont 
To turn their optics m uponH) 
He wondered how she came to know 
What he bad done and meant to do ; 
Held up his affidavit hand, 485 

As if h^ had been to be arraignM ; 
Cast tVards the door a ghastly look, 
III dread of Sidrophel, and qpoke : 
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Madam, ifbat one word be tnM 
Of all the wizard has told jon, 4B0 

Or but OQO tiBjf^ ciieiioistaaGe 
la all th' apocryphal roaiaiioa, 
Maj dreadful earthquakes awaUow down 
This vessel, that is all jour own ; 
Or may the heavens fililtaad co¥er 485 

These reliques of your constant lover. 

Tou have provided well, quoth she, 
(I thank you) for yourself and ne, 
And shewn your Presbyterian wits 
Jump punctual with tbie Jeeuits ; 580 

A most compendious way, and civil^ 
At once to cheat the wond, the devii, 
And heaven and bell, yourselves, and thaee 
On whom you vainly think t* impose. 
Why then (quoth he) may hell surprise— 505 
That trick (said she) wilfnot paes twkes 
IVe learn'd how far I'm to beheve 
Your pinning oaths upon your deeve. 
But there^s a better way cJT clearing 
What you would prove than downright swear- 
For tf you have performed the feat, pug 

The blows are visible as yet. 
Enough to serve for sati&ctioB 
(^nicest scruples in the aoties : 
And if you can produce those knobs, 515 

Although they're but the witch's drubs, 
Ftt pass th^m all upon account, 
As if your natural self had done 't; 
Provided that they pass th' ^pinion 
Of able juries of old women, SSO 

Who, us*d to judffe all matter of ftete 
For bellies, may do so for backs. 

Madam, (quoth be) your love's « nifliQii; 
To do is less than to be willing, 
As 1 am, were it in my power, 595 

T' obey what you command, and more ; 
Bat for performing what you Ind, 
I thank you 's much as it I did. 
You know I ought to have a oare 
To keep my WMinds fiom takiagak; 530 
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For wounds in ihom dart are aH Imoi, 
Are danfferooi in any pail.' 

I find (<)aotli iIm) my goods and chattels 
Are like to preve bat mere drawn battds; 
For still the lonffer we contend, 515 

We are bat farther off the end. 
Bnt granting now we shonki agree, 
What is it you expect from me? 
Year plighted iaitti (quoth he) and word 
You past in heaTon on record, 540 

Where all contracts, to have and t* held, 
Are everlastingly enroird : 
And if His counted treason here 
To rase leoords, tis much more there. 

Qnoth she. There are no bargains drhrVi, 545 
Nor marriages clappM up in h^v^n. 
And that*s ttie reason, as some gaess, 
There is mo heav'n in marriages ; 
Two things that naturally press 
Too narrowly to be at ease. 550 

Their business there is only lore, 
Which marriage is not like t* improre 
Love, thaf s too generous to abide 
To be against its nature tyM ; 
For where 'tis of itself inclined, 555 

It breaks loose when it is confined ; 
And like the soul, its barbourer, 
D^rrM the freedom of the air, 
Disdains acainst its will to stay, 
But struggles out, and flies away ; 500 

And therabre never can comply 
T* endure the matrimonial tie. 
That binds the fbmale and the male. 
Where th' one is but the other*s bail ; 
Like Roman jaikrs, when they slept, 565 

Chained to tbe prisoners they kept; 
Of which the true and faithfoU'st lover 
Gives best secwrity to sn^r. 
Marriage is but a beast, some say. 
That carries double in fool way ; 570 

And tiierafore His not to b"* admirM 
It AtanAA to fuddenly be tirM ; 
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A btiipdii at a TCBtore fiuide, 

Between two partiien in a trade ; 

(For what's inferrM by t' have and t' hold, 575 

But eomethinff put awaj, and mAd ?) 

That, as it maKet but one of two, 

Redaces all things else as low. 

And, at the best, is but a mart 

Between the one and th* other part, . 580 

That on the marriage-day is paid. 

Or hour of death, the bet is laid ; 

And all the rest of better or worse, 

Both are but losers oat of purse ; 

For when upon their ungot heirs 585 

Th* entail theraselves, and idl that's thors. 

What blinder bargain e'er was driy'n, 

Or wager laid at six and seven f 

To pass themselves away, and turn 

Their children's tenants ere they're bom? 590 

Beg one another idiot 

To guardians, ere they are begot ; 

Or ever shall, perhaps, by th' one 

Who's bound to yoiich 'em for his own. 

Though £ot b' implicit generation, 595 

And genTal club of all me nation ; 

For which she's fortifjjr'd no less 

Than all the island, with four seas ; 

Exacts the tribute of her dower. 

In ready insolence and power; 60O 

* makes him pass away, to have 
:nd hold, to her, himself, her slave, 
^ore wretched than an ancient villaiUf * 

. Condemn'd to drudgery and tilling ; 

While all he does upon the by, 605 

She is not bound to justify. 

Nor at her proper cd«t and charge 

Maintain the feats he does at large. 

Such hideous sots were those obedient 

Old vassals to their ladies regent, 610 

To^ve the cheats the eldest hand 

In foul play by the laws o' th' land; 
003. Viilaiiiace was nn ancient tenaru, bf wMeh die 

tenants were obliged to perform tbe most abject ud 

slavMi eervicee for their lords. 
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For whidi wo nuuiy a legal cackold 

Has been run down in courts and truckled; 

A law that most unjustly yokes 615 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Noakes, 

Without distinction of degree, 

Condition, age, or quality ; 

Admits no power <n revocation, 

Kor valuable consideration, €80 

Nor writ of error, nor reverse 

Of judgment past, for better or worse : 

Will not sllow the privileges 

That beffgars challenge under hedges, [honet 

Who, wnmi they^re grievM, can make dead 

Their spiritual judges of divorces ; CS6 

While nothing else but Rem in Re 

Can set the proudest wretches free ; 

A slavery beyond ehduring. 

But that tb of their own procuring. 630 

As spiders never seek the flv. 

But leave him, of himself, t^ apply, 

So men are by themselves employed, 

To quit the freedom they enjoy 'd, 

And run their necks into a noose, 635 

TheyM break *em after to break loose ; 

As some, whom death would not depart, 

Have done the feat themselves by art ; 

I^e Indian widows, gone to bed 

In flaming curtains to the dead ; 640 

And men as often dangled for't. 

And yet will never leave the sport. 

Nor do the ladies want excuse 

For all the stratagems they use 

To ffain th' advantage of the set, 645 

Ana lurch the amorous rook and cheat : 

For as the Pythagorean soul 

Runs througn all beasts, and fish, and fowl, 

«39. The Indian wom«n, richly attired, are carried la 
a iplendid and pompous maeliinc to the faneral pile 
where the bodies of their deceased husbands are to be 
eoBauined, and their voluntarily throw themselves iato 
It. and expire ; and such as refuse their virtue is ever 
after suspected, and they live in the utmost contempt. 

M7. It was the opinion of Pythagoras and Ills foUow 
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And has a mack o€ev*Ty one. 
So lofwe does, and has ever done ; 69^ 

And therefore, though His ne*er eo fond, 
Takes strang^y to the vagabond. 
Tis but an ague that's rererst. 
Whose hot fit takes the patient first, 
That afler bums with coM as mneh 055 

. As ir*n in Greenland does the toaeh ; 
Melts in the furnace of desire 
Iiike glass, that's but the ice of fire ; 
And when his heat of fancy ^s over, 
Becomes as bard and fVail a lover : €00 

Tar when he^s with love-powder laden. 
And prim'd and cock d by Miss or Madmm, 
The smaUest sparkle of an eye 
Gives fire to his artillery, 
And off! the loud oaths go ; hut, while 605 
They're in the very act, recoil. 
Hence His so few dare take their cbanee 
Without a separate maintenance ; 
And widows, who have trv'd one lovmr, 
Trust none again, HiU th' Kave made over ; 07D 
Or if they do, before they raarry. 
The foxes weigh tlie geeae they carry ; 
And ere they venture o'er a stream. 
Know how to seize themselves and them ; 
Whence wittiest ladies always choose 075 
To undertake the heaviest goose : 
For now the world is grown so wary. 
That few of either sex dare marry. 
But rather trust on tick t' amours. 
The cross and pile for better or worse ; 080 
A mode that is held honourable, 
As well as French, and fashionable ; 
For when it falls out for the best, 
Where both are incommoded least, 
In soul and body two unite, 66$ 

To make up one hermaphrodite, 

era, that the soul transroigratiNl («■ tbev temed it) Ime ' 
all the diverse speclM of aiiinmlis ; and eo was aMbr- 
eatljr dispoeed snd afinctod, according to their iUkm/t 
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8t3l amorous, and fond, and bOling, 

Like Philip and Mary on a shilling. 

Th^ haTO more punctilios and caprichet 

Between the petticoat and breeches, €90 

More petulant extrava^nces, 

llian poets make 'em m romances, 

Though when their heroes 'spouse the dames, 

We hear no more of charms and flames : 

For then their late attracts decline, 696 

And turn as eager as prick'd wine ; 

And all their caterwauling tricks, 

In earnest too as jealous piques : 

Which th' ancients wisely signif^M 

Bjr th' yellow mantuas of the bnde : 700 

For jealousy is but a kind 

Of clap ancTgrincam of the mind. 

The natural effects of love, 

As other £ames and aches do prove ; 

But all the mischief is the doubt 705 

On whose account they first broke out. 

For though Cbineses go to bed, 

And lie in, in their ladies' stead. 

And, for the pains they took before. 

Are nursM and pamper'd to do more ; 710 

Our green-men do it worse, when th' hap 

To fall in labour of a clap : 

Both lay the child to one another ; 

But who's the father, who the mother, 

Tis hard to say in multitudes, 715 

Or who imported the French goods. 

But health and sickness b'ing all one. 

Which both engag'd before to own. 

And are not with thetr bodies bound 

To worship only when they>e sound, 790 

Both give and take their equal shares 

Of all they suffer by false wares; 

A fate no lover can divert 

With all his caution, wit, and art ; 

707. Tlie Chinese men of quality, when their wfves 
are brought to bed, are nursed and tended with asniwii . 
eave as women here, and are supplied wHh the best 
strengthening and nourtshing diet, in order to quaiuy 
ttaem for future services. 
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For tif io vain to think to gaem 725 

At women by appearances, 
That paint and patch their imperfectioiis 
Of intellectual complexions. 
And daub their tempers o^er with washes 
As artificial as their &ces ; 730 

'- Wear under vizard-masks their talents. 
And mother-wits before their gallants, 
Until they^re hampered in the noose. 
Too fast to dream of breaking loose ; 
When all the flaws they strove to hide 735 
Are made unready with the bride. 
That with her wedding-clothes undienes 
Her complaisance and gentilesses; 
Tries all her arts to take upon her 
The government firom th* easy owner ; 740 
Until the wretch is glad to waive 
His lawful right, and turn her slave ; - 
Find all his having and his holding 
ReducM t* etemalnoise and scoldmg ; 
The conjugal petard that tears 745 

Down all portcullisses of ears. 
And makes the volley of one tongue 
For all their leathern shields too strong ; 
When only arm'd with noise and nails. 
The female silk-worms ride the males, 750 
Transform *em into rams and goats. 
Like Sirens, with their charming notes ; 
Sweet as a screech-owrs serenade. 
Or those enchanting murmurs made 
By th* husband mandrake and the wife, 755 
K»th buiyM (like themselves) alive. 

Quoth he, These reasons are but straiDS 
Of wsnton, overheated brains, 

751. The Strent, according to the lK>ets, were three 
■ea-momtera, half women and half mh; their names 
were Partlienope, Lignea, and Lencoaia. Their nsnal 
residence was aboat the island ofSicily. where, by the 
charminf melody of their voices, they us4>d to detain 
those that heard them, and then transform them isle 
some sort of brute animals. 

TS5. Naturalists report, that if a male and ftmalt 
nandralie lie near each other, tliere wiU oftei^ be heard 
asorc of mormuriof noise. 
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Which rtllieni, in thtir wii| or dnnki 

Do ntherwheedie with than thmk. 760 

Man wta not man in prndiie, 

Until he wai created twice, 

And had his better half^ his bride, 

Carr'd from the original, hie aide, 

T* amend his natural defeota, 765 

And perfect hia reemitinf aex; 

Enlarge his breed at once, and leawn 

The pains and labour of increasing. 

By changing them for other cares, 

Aj b? his dryM up p^M appears. 770 

His body, tbiat stupendous frame, 

Of an the world the anagram. 

Is of two equal parts compact. 

In shape and symmetiy^Bzact, 

Of which the left and female side 775 

Is to the manly right a bride ; 

Both joinM together with sudi art, 

That nothing else but death can part. 

Those heavenly attracts of yours, your eyea, 

And face that all the world surprise, 780 

That dazzle all that look upon ye. 

And scorch all other ladies tawny ; 

Those ravishing and charming graces 

Are all made up of two half nces. 

That in a mathematic line, 785 

Like those in other heavens, jou^ 

Of which if either grew alone, 9 

TT would friffbt as much to look upon : 

And so woum that sweet bud your lip, 

Without the other's fellowship. 790 

Our noblest senses act by pairs ; 

Two eyes to see ; to hear, two ears ; 

Th' intelligencers of the mind, 

To wait upon Hae soul desiffn'd ; 

But those that serve the body alone, 795 

Are single, and confinM to one. 

The world is but two parts, that meet 

And dose at th' equinoctial fit ; 

797. The eqoinortial divides the globe hito noitll 
andsouUi. 
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And so ara an the works of Nature, 

StampM with her signature on matter ; 800 

Which all her creatures, to a leaf, 

Or smallest blade of grass, receive ; 

All which sufficiently declare 

How entirely marriage is her care,— 

The only method that she uses 805 

In all the wonders she produces : 

And those that take their rules from her 

Can never be deceivM nor err. 

For what secures the civil life. 

But pawns of children, and a wife ? 810 

That lie like hostages at stake, 

To pay for all men undertake ; 

To whom it is as necessary 

As to be bom and breathe, and marry ; 

So universal, all mankind 815 

In nothing else is of one mind. 

For in what stapid age, or nation. 

Was marriage ever out of fashion? 

Unless among the Amazons, 

Or cloistered friars, and vestal nuns ; 820 

Or Stoics, who, to bar the freaks 

And loose excesses of the sex, 

Preposterously would have all women 

Turned up to all the world in common. 

Though men would find such mortal feuds, 825 

In sharing of Heir public goods, 

'Twould put Mm to more charge of lives, 

Than they're supply 'd with now bv wives ; 

Until tJbey graze, and wear thpir clothes, 

As beasts do, of their native growths : 830 

For simple wearing of their horns 

Will not suffice to serve their tums^ 

For what can we pretend to inherit 

Unless the marria^ne-deed will bear it ? 

819. The AmazonsWerewomenofScythla, of heroic 
and great achievements. Thoy suffered no men to lire 
among them ; but once every year used to have conver- 
sation with men of the neighlx>uriDg countries, bv which 
if they had a male child, they prenently either killed or 
•ripped it ; but if a female, they brought it up to the uss 
»f arms, and burnt off one breast, leaving the other to 
Buclcle girls. 
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Could claim no right to lands or renti, 83S 

Bat for our parents* settlements ; 

Had been but younger sons o* th* earth. 

DebarrM it all, but ror our birth. 

What honours, or estates of peers, 

Could be preseryM but by their heirs ? 840 

And what security maintains 

Their right and title, but the bans I 

What crowns could be hereditary, 

If greatest monarchs did not marry, 

And with their consorts consummate 845 

Their weightiest interests of state? 

For all the amours of princes are 

But guarantees of peace or war. 

Or what biit marriage has a charm 

The raf e of empu-es to disarm, 850 

Make blood and desolation cease. 

And fire and sword unite in peace. 

When all their fierce contests for forage 

Conclude in articles of marriage? 

Nor does the genial bed proyide 855 

Less for the interests of the bride ; 

Who else had not the least pretence 

T' as much as due benevolence; 

Could no more title take upon her 

To virtue, quality, and honour, 800 

Than ladies-errant unconfinM, 

And fome-coverts to all manfa^L 

All women would be of one pHe, 

The virtuous matron and the miss; 

The nymphs of chaste Diana^s trains 865 

The same with those in Lewkner's Lane, 

But for the difference marriage makes 

'Twixt winces and ladies of the lakes ; 

Besides the joys of place and birth. 

The sex's paradise on earth ; 870 

A privilege so sacred held. 

That none will to their mothers yield ; 

865. Diana*B nymphs, all of whom vowed perpetual 
vf rginity, and were much celebrated for the exact ob> 
serradon of their vow. 

866. Lewkner*8 Lane some Tatars ago iwarme^ with 
notorknuly tascivioas ^aA ^ofligats itnuDpeiSt 
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But rather tban not go befon, 

Abandon heaTon at Ute door. 

And if th' uid«Igent law allows 875 

A greater freedom to the Bpome, 

The reason is, becauBe the wife 

Runs greater hazards of her life ; 

Is trusted with the form and matter 

Of all mankind by careful Nature : 8S0 

AVhere man brings nothing hut the atuff 

She frames the wondrous fabric of; 

Who therefore, in a strait, may fieely 

Demand the clergy of her beliy, 

And make it save iier the same way 885 

It seldom misses to betray ; 

Unless both parties wisely enter 

Into the liturgy indenture. 

And though some fits of small contest 

Sometimes fall out among the beet, 890 

That is no more than er'ry lover 

Does from his hackney-lady aaSer : 

That makes no breach of faith and love, 

But rather (sometimes) serves t' improve. 

For as, in running, ev'ry pace QQ^ 

Is but between two legs a race, 

In which both do their uttermost 

To get before, and win the post. 

Yet when they're at their race's ends, 

They're still asJipd and constant friends, 900 

And, to relieve Vbir wearinesB^ -^ 

By turns give one another ease ; 

So all those fiUse alarms of strife 

Between the husband and the wife. 

And little quarrels, often prove . 905 

To be but new recruits of love ; • 

When those wh' are always Idnd or Ody, 

In time must either tire or doy. 

Nor are their loudest daqaours inore 

Than as they're relish'd sweet or sour ; 910 

Like music, that proves bad or good. 

According as tis unders^d. 

*5T!:.^"^*"».?*« ^*^^^ o*" *»" l^f. which, for 

•-■'- Mie Utwy to oWlfJ ibswsefcrss aod fiSST 
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Ift Jin unoun, a lof«r bmw 

With frowns %b well as smiles by tnina ; 

And hearts have been as oil witk sidleii 915 

As charminff looks sorpiisM and stolen. 

Then why uioald more bewitching elamoor 

Some lorers not as much enamour? 

For discords make the sweetest airsi 

And curses are a kind of piayers ; 990 

Too slight alloys for all those grand 

Felicities by marriage gainM. 

For nothing else has- pow'r to settle 

Th' interests of love perpetual ; 

An act and deed, that makes <me heart 995 

Become another*8 counterpart, 

And passes fines on fiuth and lore, 

Enrolled and registerM above, 

To seal the slippery knots of tows. 

Which nothing else but death can loose. 930 

And what security's too strong, 

To guard the gentle heart from wrong. 

That to its friend is glad to pass 

Itself away, and all it has; 

And, like an anchorite, gives over 935 

This worid for th' heaven of a lover? 

I grant (quoth she) there are some &w 
Who take that course, and find it true ; 
But millions whom the same doth sentence 
To heav'n b' another way — repeytanoe. 940 
Love*s arrows are but shot at rovers. 
Though all they hit they turn to lovers ; 
And iQl the weighty consequents 
Depend upon more blind events 
Than gamesters, when thejr play a set 945 
With greatest cunninff at piquet. 
Put out witn caution, out tike in 
They know not what, unsiffht, unseen. 
For what do lovers, when Uiev're fiuit 
In one another^s arms embraced, 950 

But strive to plunder, and convey 
Each other, like a, priae, away ? > 
To change the property of selves. 
As sodong chUdrenare by elvei ? 
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And if they vme their penons so, 955 

What will they to their fortunes do f 

Their fortunes! the perpetual aims ' 

Of all their ecstasies and flames. 

For when the money^s on the book. 

And, All my worldly soods — ^but spdre 960 

(The formal livery and seisin 

That puts the lover in possession,) 

To that alone the bridegroom's wedded ; 

The bride a flam that's superseded : 

To that their faith is still made good, 965 

And all the oaths to us they vowM : 

For when we once resign our powVs, 

VT have nothing left we can call ours : 

Our money's now become the Miss 

Of all your tives and services ; 970 

And we, forsaken and postponed. 

But bawds to what before we own'd ; 

Which, as it made y' at first gallant us, 

So now hires others to supplant us. 

Until His aJl tum*d out of^doors 975 

(As we had been) for new amoun : 

For what did ever heiress yet 

By beinff bom to lordshiiM get f 

When the more lady sh' is of manors, 

She^s but ezposM to moro trefMrnners, 980 

Pays for their projects and designs. 

And for her own destruction fines; 

And does but tempt them with her riches, 

To use her as the devl does witches ; 

Who takes it for a special grace 965 

To be their cully for a space, 

That when the time's expir'd, the drazels 

For ever may become his vassals : 

So she, bewitch'd by rooks and spirits, 

Betrays herself and all sh' inherits : 990 

Is bought and sold like stolen goods. 

By pimps, and match-makers, and bawds, 

Until they force her to convey. 

And steal the thief himself away. 

These are the everlastmg fruits 995 

Of all your passionate love-soits, 
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Th' effecfai of all ^oor amoroas fkaoM 

To portions and inberitancep ; 

Tourloye-sick rapture for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; ^ 1000 

To which you make addrew and coortahip^ 

And with your bodies strive to worship, 

That th' mfants^ fortunes may partake 

Of love too, for the mother^s sake. 

JFor these you play at purposes, 1005 

And love your loves with A's and B*s. 

For these at Beste and L'Ombre woo, 

And play for love and money too ; 

Strive who shall be the ablest man 

At right gallanting of a fan ; 1010 

And who the most genteelly bred 

At sucking of a vizard-bead ; 

How best t* accost us in all quarters, 

T' our (|uestion-and-command new Garten ; 

And sohdly discourse upon 1015 

All sorts of dresses pro and con ; 

For there^s no mystery nor trade, 

But in the art of love is made ; 

And when you have more debts to pay 

Than Michaelmas and Lady-Day, 1020 

And no way possible to do t. 

But love and oaths, and restless suit. 

To us y' apply to pay the scores 

Of all your cullyM past amours ; 

Act o*er your flames and darts again, 1025 

And charge us with your wounds and pain ; 

Which others* influences lon^ since 

Have charmed your noses with, and shins ; 

For which the surgeon is unpaid. 

And like to be, without our aid. 1030 

Lord ! what an amVous thing u want I 

How debts and mortgages enchant ! 

What graces must thai lady have 

That can from executions save *. 

What charms that can reverse extent, 1035 

And null decree and exigent ! 

What magical attracts and graces. 

That can redeem from scire facias ! 
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And flam eoaUmatM of court enlaigv ! VM 

Theie are the higmrt ezoeilencief 

Of in joor tnie or fiilse pretencat ^ 

And jroa would damn yoorBelvei, and BW^mt 

Af moch 4' an botton dowager. 

Grown fttand pwnsw by retail 1045 

'Of pota of beer and botUed ale, 

Am find heat fitter fbr yow turn. 

For &t if wondrout apt to bam ; 

Who at yoBf flames would soon take fire, 

Relent, and melt to your desire, 1060 

And, like a eandle in the socket, 

Diasolye her graces int' your pocket. 

By this time twas grown dark and late. 
When th' heard a knocking at the ffate, 
Laid on in haste, with such a pow£r, 1055 
The Uowa grew louder still and louder ; 
Whkh Humbras, as if th' had been, 
Bertow*d as fireelj^ on his skin. 
Expounding by his inward li^ht. 
Or rather more prophetic fnght, 1000 

To be the wizard, come to search, 
And take him nanping in the lurch, 
TumM pale as ashes, or a clout. 
But why or wherefore is a doubt ; 
For men will tremble, and turn paler, 1005 
With too much or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it tryM 
To ibree a passage through his side. 
Impatient (m he vow'd) to wait 'em. 
But in a fbry to fly at 'em ; 1070 

And therefore beat, and laid about. 
To find a cranny to creep out 
But she, who saw in what a taking 
The Knight was by hisiurious quaking. 
Undaunted cry'd, Courage, Sir Knight ! 1075 
JCnow, Pm resolv'd to break no rite 
Of hospitality t' a stranger; 
But to secure you out of danger, 
Will here myself stand sentinel. 
To guard tlUs pass 'gainst Sldroph^ 1060 
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Women, you know, do seldom fiul 

To make the stoutest men turn tail : 

And bravely scorn to tarn their backs 

Upon the desp^atest attacks. 

At this the Kniffht grew resolute 1065 

As Ironside and Hardiknute : 

His fortitude beffan to rally, 

And out he cry^d aloud to sally. 

But she besought him to convey 

His courage rather out o' th* way, 1090 

And lodge in ambush on the floor. 

Or forti^'d behind a door ; 

That if the enemy should enter. 

He might relieve her in th* adventure. 

Meanwhile they knocked against the door 
As fierce as at the gate before, 1096 

Which made the renegado Knight 
Relapse again t* his former fright. 
He thought it desperate to stay 
Till th' enemy had forced his way, 1100 

But rather post himself to serve 
The lady, for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute. 
But what sh* had ordered execute; 
Which he resolv'd in haste t*obey, 1105 

And therefore stoutly marchM away; 
And all h' encountered fell upon. 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar'd in arms, 1110 

Had drawn him up before a pass, - 
To stand upon his guard and fiioe ; 
This he courageously invaded. 
And having entered, barricado'd, 
Insconc'd mmself as formidable 1115 

As could be underneath a table. 
Where he lav down in ambush dose, 
T* expect th arrival of his foes. 
Few minutes he had lain perdue. 
To guard his desp'rate avenue, 1 190 

1086. Two famous and valiant prinees of this eottii* 
tiy ; the ons a Saxon, the other a Dane. 
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Before he hetril a dretiAil thoat, 

As loud u puUiog to Uie rout, 

With which impetieotly alann'd. 

He fimcyM th' enemy had 8tonn*d« 

And, after ent'nnff, Sidrophel USft 

Wai fallen upon the guards peU>iiiell : 

He therefore sent out all his oe m cs, 

To bring him in intelligences, 

Which vulgars out of ignorance, 

MtfCake for falling in a trance ; 1130 

But thoee who trade in gooman^, 

Affiim to be the streofftb of fanqr; 

In which the LaplandMagi deal. 

And things incredible reveal. 

MeanwhSe the foe beat up his <iuartari, 1135 

And stormM the outworks of his fortre«: 

And as another of the same 

Degree and party, in arms and fame. 

That in the same cause had engaged, 

And war with equal conduct wa^d, 1140 

"By venturing only but to thrust 

ms head a span beyond his poet, 

B* a general of the cairaliers 

Was dragged thro^ a window by the ean; 

So he was serv'd in his redoubt, 114S 

And by the other end pull'd out. 

Soon as they had httn at tbeir roei^, 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely, 
As it they'd scorn to trade or barter, 
Bjr giving or by taking quarter : 1150 

Iney stoutly on his quarters laid. 
Until his scouts came in V his aid ; 
For when a man is past his sense. 
There's no way to reduce him thence. 
But twinging him by th** ears or aose, 1155 
Or laying on of heavy blows 

1131. Tbe LsplaiMl Magi. The Laptsndsra m m 
Idolfttrous people, fmr north ; and it is very credlUy rt- 
ported by authore and peranna that have travelled in 
their country, that they do perform thingaincredlUt by 
wjMtis vatfurly called nagic. 
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And if lint will not do the deed, 

T» burning with hot irons proceed. 

No sooner was he come t' htmeelf, 

But on hie neck a sturdy elf 1100 

Clapp'd, in a trice, his cioTen hoo^ 

And thus attackM him with reproof: 

Mortal, thou art betrayed to us 
B* our friend, thy Evil Genius, 
Who, for thy horrid perjuries, 1165 

Thy breach of faith, and tnrninf lies, 
The brethren''s privilege (againn 
The wicked) on themselves, the saintSi 
Has here thy wretched carcass sent 
For Just revenge and punishment; 1170 

Which thou hast now no way to lessen, 
But b^ an open free confession ; 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
Twill fall the heavier on thy bones. 

What made thee venture to betray, 1175 
And filch the lady's heart away? 
To spirit her to matrimony ?— 
That which contracts all matches— monej, 
It was th* enchantment of her riches 
That made m' apply t' your crony witches, 1180 
That, in return, would pay th' expense. 
The wear and tear of conscience; 
Which I could have patchM up, and tom'd. 
For th' hundredth part of what 1 eam'd. 

Didst thou not love her, then? Spe«k tnie. 
No more (quoth he) than I love you.— 1186 
How would'st th' have us'd her, and her money f 
First tum'd her up to alimony. 
And laid hor dowry out in law, 
To null her jointure with a flaw, 1190 

Which I before-hand had agreed 
T' have put, on purpose in the deed ; 
And bar her widow's making over 
T* a fHend in trust, or private lover. 

What made thee pick and choose her oat, 
T* employ their sorceries about ? — 1196 

That which makes gamesters play with thos* 
Who have least wit, and most to lose. 

1U81 An allusion to cauterizUig in apoplexies, it' 
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Bat didst thou scoui^ thy YOiMl tlms, 
Af thou hast daiim'(| thyself to us? 1900 

I see you take me for an ass : 
Tis true, I thought the trick would paai 
Upon a woman well enough. 
As H has be^ often found by proof; 
Whoee humours are not to lie won, 1905 

But when they are imposM upon : 
For love approves of all they do 
That stand for oandidatesi and woo. 

Why didst thou foi^e those shameful lias 
Of bears and witches m disfi^uise i 1210 

That is no more than auUiors give 
The rabble credit to believe ; 
A trick of following their leaders, 
To entertain their gentle readers : 
And we have now no other way 1SU5 

Of passinc^ all we do or say ; 
Which, when *tis natural and true, 
Wai be believ'd b' a veiy few, 
Beside the danger of offence. 
The fatal enemy of sense. 1990 

Why didst thou choose that cursed am, 
Hypocrisy, to set up in f 

Because it is the thrivinjg'st calling. 
The only sainf-bell that rings all in ; 
In whidn all churches are coocemVl, 1235 

And is the easiest to be learnM . 
For no degrees, unless thejr employ \ 
Can ever gain much, or enjoy \ : 
A gift that is not only able 
To domineer among the rabble, 1930 

But by the laws impowerM to rout, 
And^we tjbe greatest that stand out ; 
Which few hold forth against, for fear 
Their hands should slip, and come too near; 
For no sin else among the saints 1935 

Is taught so tenderly against, 

Wlmt made thee break thy plighted towi?«« 
That which makes others break a house, 
And hanf « and scorn ye all, before 
Endure the plague of being poor. 1940 
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Qaoth he, I see 70a have more trieia 
Than all our doating politics, 
That are grown old, and out of fashion, 
ComparM with your New Refbrmati<m; 
That we must come to school to you, 15M5 
To learn vour more refinM and new. 

Quoth be, if you will give me leave 
To teH vou what I now perceive, 
Tou^U find yourself an arrant chouse. 
If y' were brut at a meeting-house. — 1S50 

Tie true, (quoth he) we ne*er come there, 
Because wi* have let 'em out hy th' year. 

Truly, quoth he, you can't imagine 
What wondrous things they will engage in : 
That as your fellow-fiends m hell 1255 

Were angels all before tliey fell, 
So are you like to be agen, 
Compar'd with th' angels of us men. 

Quoth he, 1 am resolv'd to be 
Thy scholar in this mjrstery ; 1360 

And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which you go. 

What makes a knave a child of God^ 
And one of us? — A livelihood. 

What renders beating out of brains, 1365 
And murder, godliness ^ — Greatgains. 

What's tender conscience ? — 'Tis a botch. 
That will not bear the gentlest touch ; 
But breaking out, dispatches more 
Than th' epidemical 'st pliurue-sore. 1270 

What makes y' encroach upon our trade. 
And damn all others ? — To be paid. 

What's orthodox, and true believing 
Against a conscience f — A good living. 

What makes rebelling against kings 1375 
A gCK>d old cause? — Administ'rings. 

What makes old doctrines plain and clear?— 
About two hundred pounds a year. 

And that which was provM true before. 
Prove false again ? — Two hundred more. 1380 

What makes the breaking of all oaths 
A holy duty? — Food and clothes. 
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Wh«l laws mad fipe^dom, peraoeatkMi?^- 
Blng out of pow V and qoatributioii. 19M 

What Biakos a church a den of thieres ? 
A deaa and cba|>t«r, and white ■leeTes. 

And what would serve if those wara goiM« 
To make it orthodox ? — Our own. 

What makes moraiitj a crime, 
The most notorious of tho time ; 1S99 

Morality, which both the saints 
And wicked too cry out against ?— 
'Cause grae^ and virtue are within 
Prohibited degrees of kin ; 
And therefore no true saint allows 1295 

They shall be suffer'd to espouse : 
For saints can need no conscieaee. 
That with morality dispense ; 
As virtue 's impious, when "'tis rooted 
In nature only, and not imputed : 1300 

But why the wicked should do so, 
We neither know, or care to do. 

What^s liberty of conscience, 
P th^ natural aod genuine sense? 
'Tis to restore, wim more security, 1905 

Rebellion to its ancient purity ; 
And Christian liberty reduce 
To th' elder practice of the Jews. 
For a loi^e conscience is all one, 
And signifies the same with none. 1310 

It is enough (quoth he) for enee, 
And has reprieve thy forfeit bones: 
Nick M achiavel had neV a trick 
(Though he gave his name to our Old Nick) 
But was below the least <^ these, 1315 

That pass i^ th' world for holiness. 

Tbis said, the furies and the light 
In th' instant vanirii^d out of sight, 
And left him in tho dark alone. 
With stinks of brimstone and his own. 1390 

The Queen of Night, whose lam command 
Roles all the sea, and half the land^ 

1331. Ths noon Influmicss tbe ti<k8, and piedoiiii< 
natos over all huiald bodkis; and psnM»s disiiBMnd 
*n mind ar« caUsd luoatics. . 
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And OTer aioMt tad crasy bnuna, 

In high iprinir-tidM, at Boidnight raigni. 

Was BOW dMiniaf to the west, 133S 

To go to bed, and take her rest ; 

When Hiidibfas, whoje stabborn Uowi 

Deny*d his bones that sofi repose. 

Lay still, expecting worse and more, 

StretchM out at ]wg\h upon the floor : 1330 

And thouffh he shut his eyes as fast 

As if he *a been to sleep his last. 

Saw all the shapes that fear or wizards 

Do make the deyil wear for vizards; 

And pricking up his ears, to heark 1335 

If he coi:dd hear too in the dark. 

Was first invaded with a groan, 

And after, in a feeble tone. 

These trembling words : Unhappy wretch ! 

What hast thou i^tten by this fetch, 1340 

Of all thy tricks, in this new trade. 

Thy holy brotherhood o' th' blade? 

By sauntMng still on some adventure. 

And growing to thy horse a Centaur f 

To stuff thy dun with swelling knobs 1345 

Of cruel and hard-wooded dnws? 

For still th' hast had the worst on't yet» 

As well in conquest as defeat. 

Night is the sabbath of mankind. 

To rest the body and the mind, 1350 

Which now thou art deny'd to keep« 

And cure thy laboured corpse with sleep. 

The Knight, who heard the words, ezplainM 
As niMnt to him this reprimand, 
Because the character did hit 1355 

Point-blank upon his case so fit ; 
B^evM it was some drolUnflr sprite. 
That staid upon the ffuard that night. 
And one of those h' had seea» and felt 
The drubs he had so fireely dealt; 1360 

1344. The Centanra were a people of Thessaflf, and 
sopposed to be the first nianai^ers of hones ; and tbs 
neij^boaiinff inhabitants nsver havinf seen anysaeb 
thing before, fMwloasly repwted tbem meastsrs, telf 
men and half horses. 

Digitized by Google 



When, after a fhort j^aiMe and grooii 
The doleful spirit thns went on : 

ThM 'tit t' engfAge with dog* and bean 
PeU-men together by the ears, 
And, after painful bangs and knocks, 1365 
To He in Umbo in the stocks. 
And from the pinnacle of gloiy 
Fall headlong into purffatonr. 
(Thought he, this devirs fuU of nia]ice« 
That on my late disasters rallies.) 1370 

CondemhM to whipping, but declined it, 
By being more heroic minded ; 
And at a riding handled worse, 
With treats more sloyenly and coarse : 
£n£ragM with fiends in stubborn wars, 1375 
And hot disputes with conjurers ; 
And when th** hadst bravely won the day. 
Wast fiiin to steal th^p'self awav. 
(I see, thought he, this shameless elf 
Would fain steal me too fropa myaeAtt 1380 
That impudently dares to own 
What I have sutterM for and done.) 
And now, but venturing to betray. 
Hast met with vengeance the same way. 

Thought he, how does the devil know 1385 
What 'twas thai I designed to dof 
His office of intelligence. 
His oracles, are ceasM long since ; 
And he knows nothing of the saints, 
But what some treacherous spy acquaints. 1390 
That is some pettifogging fiend. 
Some under door-keeper^ friend's fiiend. 
That undertakes to understand. 
And juggles at the second-hand ; 
And now would pass for Spirit Po, 1395 

And all men's dark concerns foreknow. 
I think I need not fear him for't ; 
These rallying devils do no hurt. 
With that he rous'd his dnx^ing heart, 
And hastily cryM out. What art^ 1400 

A wretch (quoth he) whom want of graca 
Has brought to this unhappy place. 
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I do beBeTvthoe, qmith the KAislit ; 
^UM fmr Tm 0fir« th' art in the ri^t; 
And know^ what tis that trooblee thee, 1405 
Better than thoa hast gaess'd of me. 
TTIioa art some paltry, Uackgaard sprite, 
Condemned to drudg^'ry in the night ; 
Thoa hast no work to do in th^ house. 
Nor halfpenny to drop in shoes ; 1410 

Without the rai»ng of which sum 
You dare not be so troublesome 
To pinch the slatterns black and blue, 
For leaving you their work to do. 
This is your business, rood Pug-Robin, 1415 
And your diversion dull dry-bobl^g, 
t* entice fanatics in the dirt, 
And wash them clean in ditches fbr^t ; 
Of which conceit you are so proud, 
At ev'iy jest you laugh aloud, 1420 

As now you would have done by me. 
Bat that I barrM your raillery. 

Sir (quoth the voice,) y' are no such Sophi 
As you would have the world judge of ye. 
If you design to weigh our talents 1435 

1' th' standard of your own false balantte. 
Or think it possible to know 
Us ghosts as well as we do you ; 
We, who have been the evenasting 
Companions of your drubs and basting, 1490 
And never left you in contest. 
With male or female, man or beast. 
But proved as true t' ye, and entire. 
In all adventures, as your Squire. 

Quoth he. That mav be said as true 1435 
By th' idlest pu^ of all your crew : 
For none coukl nave betray'd us worse 
Than those allies of ours and yours. 
But I have sent him for a token 
To your low-country Hogen-Mogen, 1440 

1493. Sophi is at present the name c^ the kiiigf of 
Persia, not superadded, as Pharaoh was to the kings of 
EISTpt, but the name of the family itself, and religioa 
of Halt, whose descendants by Fatima, Mahomet's 
daughter, took the name of Soplii. 
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To whose iDfemal shores I hope 

He^ swing Hke skippers in a rope. 

And if y' have been more just to me 

(As I am apt to think) than he, 

I am afhud it is as true, 1445 

What th* ill-affected say of you : 

Y' have spousM the Covenant and Cause, 

By holding up your cloven paws. 

Sir, (quoth the voice,) 'tis true, I grant. 
We made and took the Covenant ; 1450 

But that no more concerns the Cause 
Than other perj'ries do the laws. 
Which, when they're prov'd in open court. 
Wear wooden peccadillos for't : 
And that's the reason CovVianters 1455 

Hold up their hands, like rogues at bars. 

I see, quoth Hudibras, from whence 
These scandals of the saints commence, 
That are but natural effects 
Of Satan's malice, and his sects, 1460 

Those spider-saints, that han^ by threads. 
Spun out o' th' entrails of their beads. 
. Sir, (quoth the voice) that may as true 
And properly be said of you, 
Whose talents may compare with either, 1465 
Or both the other put together : 
For all tlie Independents do 
Is only what you forcM 'em to ; 
You, who are not content alone 
With tricks to put the devil down, 1470 

But must have armies rais'd to back 
The gospel work you undertake ; 
As ifartillerv, ana edge-tools. 
Were th' only engines to save souls : 
While he, poor devil, has no pow'r 1475 

"By force to run down and devour ; 
Has ne'er a Classb ; cannot sentence 
To stools, or poundage of repentance ; 
Is ty'd up onlv to design, 
T' entice, and tempt, and undermine ; 1480 

1454. Peccadillos were etiff pieces that went about 
the neck,and round about the shoulders, to i^n the band. 
worn by persons nice in dressing ; but his wooden uns 
is a pillory. 
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In which you all hit arts outdo, 
And prove jourselyes his betters too. 
Hence 'tis possessions do less evil 
Than mere temptations of the devil, 
Which all the horrid'st actions done 1485 

Are chai^M in courts of law upon 
Because, unless ihej help the ell^ 
He can do little of himsc^; 
And tlierefore where he^s best possessed. 
Acts most against the interest ; 1490 

Surprises none, but those wh' have priests 
To turn him out, and exorcists, 
SupplyM with spiritual provision, 
And magazines of ammunition ; 
With crosses, relics, crucifixes, 1 495 

Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes ; 
The tools of working out salvation 
By mere mechanic operation ; 
With hobr water, like a sluice. 
To overflow all avenues : 1500 

But those wh^ are utterly^ unarmed 
T' oppose his entrance, if he stormed. 
He never offers to surprise. 
Although his falsest enemies ; 
Bat is content to be their drudge, 1505 

And on their errands glad to trudge : 
For where are all your forfeitures 
Intrusted in safe hands, but ours ? 
Who are but jailers of the holes 
And dungeons where you clap up souls ; 1510 
Like unoer-keepers, turn the keys, 
T* your mittimus anathemas ; 
And never boggle to restore 
The members you deliver oV 
Upon demand, with fairer justice 1515 

Than all your covenanting Trustees ; 
Unless, to punish them the worse. 
Ton put them in the secular pow'rs. 
And pass their souls, as some demise 
The same estate in mortgage twice ; 1520 

1483. Criminals, in their iodictments, are charged 
with not liaving the fear of God before their eyes, bat 
being led by the instigation of the devil. 
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When to a legal VOegslioB 
Toa turn i^j>w exooaHmmiaitiaa, 
And for a groat onpaid, that^ cbiiy 
Distrain oft soul and body too. 

Thought he, His no moaa part of cpri] 1595 
State pradenee to cajole the doYil; 
And not to handle him too roogfav 
When h' has us in his doyen 1m»o£ 

TLb true, quoth be, that int er c om ee 
Has passM between yoor fiiends and oiim, 1590 
That as yon trust us. in our way. 
To raise your raembets, and to fay. 
We send you others of our own, 
Denouncxl to hang themselves or drowiii 
Or, frighted with our oratory, 1535 

To leap down headlong many a story; 
Have usM all means to propagate 
Tour mighty interests of state ; 
Laid out our spiritual gifb to farther 
Tonrjgreat designs of rage and murther. 1540 
For ifthe saints are nam'd from blood. 
We only have made that title good ; 
And if it were but in our power. 
We dbould not scruple to do more. 
And not be half a soul behind 1545 

Of all dissenters of mankind. 

Right, quoth the voice, and as I BOOm 
To be ungratrful, in return 
Of all those kind epod offices, 
111 free yon out of this distress, 1550 

And set you down in safety, whwe 
It is no tune to tell you here. 
The. cock crows, and the mom grows on. 
When tis decreed I must be gone ; 
And if I leave yon here till day, 1555 

You'll find ft hard to get away. 

With that the spirit gropM about, 
To find th^ enchanted hero out, 

VBl. Wben they return the eicommmricatlonlnto the 
Chancery, there is issued out a writ against thepevson. 

1934. Excommunication, which deprives men ftom 
^^ng members of the vislbre church, and fonaally 4H- 

••n thrm up to the deril. ^ ^^ 
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And tty'd wiA haste to lift Inm ap$ 

Ikit fbond his fOTlorn hope, his orap, 15G0 

Unserviceable with kidcs and blows, 

Reoeiv'd from hardea'd-hearted foes. 

Hethoafht to dng him bj the heels, 

Like Gresham carte, with len for wheels; 

Bat fear, that soonest cmes ttiose sores 1565 

In dan^r of relapse to worse. 

Came m t' assist iiim with its aid. 

And np his sinking vesgel weighed. 

No sooner was he fit to trudge. 

But both made ready to dislodge ; 1570 

The spirit hors'd him like a sadc 

Upon the yehicle his back ; 

Akd bore him headlong into th' hall, 

\^th some few rubs against the wall ; 

Where finding oat the postern locked, 1575 

And th' avenues as strongly block'd, 

H' attack'd the window, stormM the glass, 

And in a moment gain'd the pass; 

Thro' which he dragged the worsted soldier's 

Fore-quarteis out by th' head and shoulders ; 

And cautiously began to scout, 1581 

To find then fellow-cattle out 

Nor was it half a minute's quest. 

Ere he retriey'd the champion's beast, 

Ty'd to a pale, mstead of rack, 1585 

Bat ne'er a saddle on his back, 

Nor pistols at the saddle-bow, 

Conrey'd away the Lord knows how. 

He thought it was no time to stay, 

And let ue night too steal away ; 1590 

But in a trice advanc'd the ELnight 

Upon the bare ridffe, bolt upri^nt, 

And groping out lor Ralpho's jade. 

He fonnd the saddle too was stray'di 

And in the place a lump of soap, 1595 

On which he speedily leap'd up ; 

And turning to the gate ^e rem, 

He kick'd uid cud^'d on amain ; 

While Hndibras, with equal haste, 

On both sides hud about as fast, lOOO 
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And sparred, as jodoMOM, to brMk, \ 

Or padders to eecure, a neck ; 

Where let us leave ^em for a time, 

And to their churches turn our rhyme ; 

To hold forth their declinmg state, 1G05 

Which now come near an even rate. 



CANTO n. 

The saintb engage in fierce contests 

About their carnal intereiits, 

To abare their sacrilegioua preys, 

According to their rates of Grace : 

Their various frenzies to reform, 

When Cromwell left them in asiorm; 

Till in tb* eflige of RumiM. the rabble 

Bum all tbeir Grandees or ibe CabaS. 
The learned write, an insect breeze 
Is but a mongrel prince of bees. 
That falls before a storm on cows, 
And stings the founders of his house ; 
From whose corrupted flesh that breed 5 

Of vermin did at fhrst proceed : 
So, ere the storm of war broke out, 
Religion spawn'd a various rout 
Of petulant capricious sects. 
The maggots of corrupted texts, 10 

That first run all religion down. 
And after ev^ry swarm its own : 
For as the Persian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their sons, 
That were incapable t^ enjoy 15 

That empire any other way, 

1. An Insect breeze. Breezes often brinp along witl 
them great quantities of insects, which some are of 
opl^on are generated from viscous exlialations in the 
air ; but our author malces tbera proceed (Vom a cow's 
dung, and afterwards become a plague to that whence 
It received its original. 

13. The Magi were priests and philoaopbos among 
the Persians, intrusted with the government both clvfl 
and ecclesiastic, much addicted to the observation of 
the stars. Steroaster is reported to be their first author. 
They had this custom among them, to preserve and con- 
ttoue their families by incestuous copulation with their 
own mothers. Some are of opinion that the three wist 
men that came out of the East to worship our Saviour 
rere some of these. 
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So Presbjrter begot the other 

Upon the Good Old Cause, his mother, 

Then bore them, like the devil's dam, 

Whoee son and husband are the same ; 00 

And jet no nat'ral tie of blood. 

Nor int'^rest for the common good. 

Could, ^hdn their profits interferM, 

Get quarter for each other^s beard : 

For when they thrivM, they never fadg'd, 25 

But only by the ears engaged*; 

Like dogs that snarl about a bone. 

And play together when they've none ; 

Am by their truest characters, 

Their constant actions, plainly appears. 30 

Rebellion now began, for lack • 

Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack; 

The Cause and Covenant to lessen. 

And Providence to b' out of season : 

For now there was no more to purchase 35 

O' th' king^s revenue and the churches, 

But all divided, shar'd, and gone, 

That usM to urge the brethren on ; 

"Which forc'd the stubborn 'st for the Cause, 

To cross the cudgels to the laws, 40 

That what by breaking them th^ had gainM, 

By their support might be maintained ; 

Like thieves, that in a hemp-plot lie, 

Secured against the hue-and-cry ; 

For Presbyter and Independent 45 

Were now turnM plaintiff and defendant; 

Laid out their apostolic functions 

On carnal orders and injunctions ; 

And all their precious gifts and graces 

On outlawries and scire facias ; 50 

At Michael's term had many a trial. 

Worse than the dragon and St. Michael, 

Where thousands fell, in shape of fees, 

Into the bottomless abyss. 

For when, like brethren, and like friends, 55 

They came to share their dividends, 

51. St Micliael, an archangel, mentioned in St Jude*s 
Epistle, verse 9. 
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In which the aUeet eaint, and beet, 

Wa^namMmtmstbyaUtherest 60 

Tapajr their money, and, initead 

Qf eyTj^ brother, paw the deed, 

HejftraightcoQverted all hb ffifla 

To iiious frauds and holy shitu, 

Ana settled all the other ihares 65 

Upon his outward man and ^b heaxB ; 

Held all they claimM as forfeit lands 

DeliverM up into his hands. 

And passM upon his conscienoQ 

By pre-entail of Providence ; 70 

Impeach'd the rest for reprolMites, 

That had no titles to estates. 

But by their spiritual attaints 
, De^aded from the right of saints. 
' This bHng reveaPd, tSdy now begun 75 

With law and conscience to fall on. 

And laid about as hot and brain-sidK 

As th^ utter barrister of Swaaswicki 

Engaged with money-bags as bold 

As men with sand-bags did of old ; 80 

That brought the lawyers in more firas 

Than all .unsanctifyM trustees ^ 

Till he who had no more to show 

I' th' case receiv'd the overthrow ; 

Or, both sides having had the worst, 85 

• They parted as they met at first. 
Poor Presbyter was now reduc'd. 

Secluded, and cashiorM, and chous'd! ^ 

TumM out, and excommunicate 

From all affairs of church and state ; 90 

ReformM t' a reformado saint. 

And glad to turn itinerant, 

To stroll and teach from town to town, 

And those he had taught up teach down, 

77. William Prynn, of Lincoln'^ Inn, Sfq. bon|t i^ 
Swanswick, who styled himselfUtter Barrister, sveiy 
wnrni person, and voSuniioous writer ; and arler tbs 
lUsioration, ke«per of the racordt in ttia T0WS|. 
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And make those uses serve agen ^ 95 

Against the new-enlighten*d men, 

As fit as when at first thej were 

RevealM against the Cavalier ; 

Damn AnsEbaptbt and fanatic, 

As pat as popish and prelatic ; 100 

And with as Httle variation, 

To serve for any sect i' th* nation. 

The Good Old Cause, which some believe 

To be the devil that tempted Eve 

With knowledge, and does still invite 105 

The world to mischief with new Light, 

Had store of money in her purse 

When he took her for bett'r or worse ; 

But now was grown deformM and poor, 

And fit to be turnM out of door. 110 

The Independents (whose first station 
Was in the rear of reformation, 
A mongrel kind of church dragoons. 
That serv'd for horse and foot at once, 
And in the saddle of one steed 115 

The Saracen and Christian rid, 
Were free of ev'ry spiritual order. 
To preach, wid fight, and pray, and murder) 
No sooner got the start to lurch 
Both disciplines of war, and church, 130 

And providence enough to run 
The chief commanders of 'em down. 
But ciury'd on the war against 
The common enemy o* th^* saints. 
And in a while prevaird so far, 125 

To win of them the game of war. 
And be at liberty once more 
TT attack themselves, as th' had before. 

For now there was no foe in arms, 
T' unite their factions with alarms, 130 

But all reducM and overcome, 
t^cept their worst, themselves at home, 
Wh' had compass'd all they prayM, and swore. 
And fought, and preach'd, and plunder^ for ; ^ 
ISubdtt'd the nation, church, and state, Wp 
And all thinirs but theur laws and hate : ? 

L2 
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Bat when they came to ,treat and transacti 

And sh^Te the spoil of all th' had numckt, 

To botch up what tb^ had torn and rent. 

Religion and the government, 140 

They met no sooner, but preparM 

To pull down all the war had sparM ; 

Agreed in nothing but t* abolish. 

Subvert, extirpate, and demolish : 

For knaves and fools b^ing near of kin 145 

As Dutch Boors are t' a Sooterkin, 

Both parties joinM to do their best 

To damn the public interest. 

And herded only in consults. 

To put by one another^s bolts ; 150 

T' out cant the Babylonian labourers, 

At all their dialects of jabberers, 

And tug at both eiMs of the saw. 

To tear down government and law. 

For as two cheats that play one game, 155 

Are both defeated of their aim. 

So those who play a game of state. 

And only cavil in debate, 

Although there^s nothing lost or won. 

The public business is undone ; . IGD 

Which still the longer 'tis in doing, 

Becomes the surer way to ruin. 

This when the royalists perceivM 
(Who to their faith as firmly deav'd. 
And own'd the right they had paid down 165 
So dearly for, the church and crown,) 
Th' united constanter, and sided 
The more, the more their foes divided : 
For though out-numberM, overthrown, 
And by the fate of war run down, 170 

Their duty never was defeated. 
Nor from their oaths and faith retreated ; 

146. It is reported of the Dutch women, that making 
so great a use of stoves, and often putting them under 
their petticoats, they engender a liind of ugly monster, 
which is called a Sooterkin. 

151. Atthb building of the Tower of Babel, wlieii 
Ood made the confusion of languages. 
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For loyalty is still the same, 

Whether it win or lose the game ; 

True as the dial to the sun, 17$ 

Although it be not shin'd upon. 

But when these brethren in evil. 

Their adversaries, and the devil, 

Be^Btn once more to shew them play, 

Aim hopes, at least, to have a day, 180 

They rally 'd in parades of woods, 

And unfrequented solitudes ; 

ConvenM at midnight in outhouses, 

T' appoint new-rising rendezvouses. 

And, with a pertinacv unmatched, 165 

For new recruits of danger watchM. 

No sooner was one blow diverted. 

But up another party started ; 

And, as if nature too, in haste 

To furnish out supplies as fast, 190 

Before her time, had tumM destruction 

T' a new and numerous production. 

No sooner Uiose were overcome. 

But up rose others in their room, 

That, like the Christian faith, increast 195 

The more, the more they were supprest : 

Whom neither chains nor transportation, 

Proscription, sale, or confiscation. 

Nor all the desperate events 

Of former tryM experiments, 200 

Nor wounds could terrify, nor mangling, 

To leave o£f loyaltv and dangling ; 

Nor death (with all his bones) affi'l^fht 

From vent'ring to maintain the right, 

From staking me and fortune down 205 

'Gainst all together, for the crown ; 

Bat kept the title of their cause 

From lorfeiture, like claims in laws : 

And provM no prosperous usurpation 

Can ever settle in the nation ; 210 

Until, in spite offeree and treason. 

They put their loyalty in possession ; 

AndC by their constancy and faith, 

Pestroy'd the mighty meQ of Ga^th. 
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Tom M in a furious hurricaiie, fOS 

Did Oliver give up his reign ; 
And was beUevM, as well by saints 
As mortal men and miscreants, 
To founder in the Stysian. ferry, 
Until he was retriev'd oy Sterry ; 9S0 

Who, in a false erroneous dream, 
Mistook the New Jerusalem 
Profanely for th' apocryphal 
False Heaven at the end o' th** hall ; 
Whither it was decreed by fate 335 

His precious reliques to translate. 
So Komulus was seen before 
B' as orthodox a senator, « 
From whose divine illumination 
He stole the Pagan revelation. 830 

Next him his son and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent; 
Who first laid by the Parliament, 
The only crutch on which he leant; 

215. At Oliver's death was a most fnrioiis tempesc, 
such as had not been known in the memory of maa, <Mr 
hardly ever recorded to have been in this nation. 

This Sterry reported something ridiculously ftibulous 
concerning Oliver, not unlike what Proculus did of 
Romulus. 

S24. A (Iter the Restoration, Oliver's body was dug apu 
and his head set at the farther end of Westminster- baU, 
near which place there is a house of entertainmtnt, 
which is commonly known by the name of Heaven. 

327. A Rpman senator, whose name was Proealn8,aiicl 
much beloved by Romulus, made oath before ths senate, 
that this prince appeared to him after hie death, and 
predicted the future grandeur of that city, promising to 
be protector of it; and expressly charged him that he 
should be adored under the name of Quirinus; and he 
had his temple on Mount Quirinale. 

£231. Oliver's eldest son Richard was, by him before 
hisdeath, declared his successor ; and, by order of privy- 
council, proclaimed Lord Protector, and received the 
compliments of congratulation and condolence, at the 
same time, from the lord mayor and court-^aldeimen : 
and addresses were presented to him from all parts of 
the nation, promising to stand by him with their livsa 
and fortunes. He summoned a parUament to meet at 
Westminster, which recognised him Lord Protector • 
iarVr.-lT'''*"**"'*'"?' 2eft«^«><«.Deeborough, andtM^ 
Sf/i^^"' managed affairs so, that he wm obSgedS 
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And then miak underneath the statei 335 

That rode him above horsemen^s weight. 
And now the laiutfl hesnn their reign. 
For which th* had yeam^ so long in vaki 
And felt such bowel-hankerings, 
To see an empire all of kings, 240 

DeliyerM from the £g7ptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law. 
And free t^ erect what spiritual cantons 
Should be revealM, or gospel Hana-Towns, 
To edify upon the ruins 245 

Of John of Leyden^s old out-goings ; 
Who for a weather-cock hung up, 
Upon the mother churches top : 
Was made a type, by Providence, 
Of all their revelations since ; 250 

And now folfiUM by his successors, 
Who equally mistook their meai^ures : 
For when they came to shape the model. 
Not one could fit another's noddle ; 
Bat found their light and gifts more wide 255 
From fadging than th' unsanctifyM; 
While cv'ry individual brother 
Strove hand to fist against another ; 
And still the maddest, and most crackt, 
Were found the busiest to transact : 260 

For though most hands dispatch apace, 
And make light work (the proverb says,) 
Yet many din^rent intellects 
Are found t' have contrary efibcts ; 

945. John of Leyden, wbose name was Bockbold, was 
a butcher of the tame place, but a crafty, eloquent, and 
seditious fellow, and one of those called Anabapoats. 
He went and let up at Munster, where* with Knipper* 
dollinc, and others of the same faction, they spread ueir 
abominable errors, and ran about the streets in enthu- 
siasticai raptures, crying, ' Bepent, and be baptized */ 
pronouncing dismal woes against all those that would 
not embrace their tenets. About the year 1533, thty 
broke out into an open insurrection, and seized the pa- 
lace and magazines, and grew so formidable, that it was 
very dangerous for those who were not of their nersua- 
sion to dwell in Munster ; but at length he and Ins asso- 
ciates being subdued and taken, he was execnted at 
Munster, and had his flesh pulled off by two execution- 
ers, with red-hot pincers for the space of an boor, r' 
then run through with a iwonl|^ 
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And many heads t* obsteuct intrigues, 365 
As slowest insects have most le|f8. 

Some wereibr settmg up a kmg ; 
But all the rest for no such thing, 
Unless King Jesus. Others tamperM 
ForPleetwood, Desborough, and Lambert ; 370 
Some for the Rump, and some, more crafty, 
For Agitators, and the safety ; 
^ Some tor the gospel, and massacres 
Of spiritual affidavit-makers. 
That swore to any human re|[ence 375 

Oaths of supremacy and allowance ; 
Tea, though the ablest sweanng saint 
That vouSi'd the bulls o* the Covenant : 
Others for pulling down th' high places 
Of synods and provincial classes, 280 

That usM to make such hostile inroads 
Upon the saints, like bloody Nimrods : 
Some for fulfilling prophecies. 
And th* extirpation of th' excise ; 
And some against th' Egyptian bondage 385 
Of holy-days, and paying poundage : 
Some for the cutting down of groves; 
And rectifying bakers' loaves ; 
And some for finding out expedients 
Against the slav'ry of obedience : 390 

Some were for gospel ministers. 
And some for red-coat seculars. 
As men most fit t' hold forth the word. 
And wield the one and th' other sword : 
Some were for carrying on the work 395 

Against tiie Pope, and some the Turk : 
Some for engaging to suppress 
The Camisado of surplices, 
That gifls and dispensations hinder'd, 
And turn'd to th' outward man the inward ; 300 
More proper for the cloudy night 
Of popery than gospel light: 
Others were for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a rin^. 
With which th' unsanctify'd bridegroom 305 
Is manj'd only to a thumb 
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(Ab wkn at ringiiig of a pig, 
-That us'd to break op ground, and dig;) 
The bride to nothing but her will. 
That nulls the after-marria^ still : 310 

Some were for th' utter extirpation 
Of linsey-woolsey in the nation ; 
And some against all idolizing 
The cross in shop-books, or baptizing; 
Others to make all things recant 315 

The Christian or surname of saint, 
And force all churches, streets, and towns, 
The holy title to renounce : 
Some 'gainst a third estate of souls. 
And bringing down the price of coals : 320 
Some for td)olishing black-puddingy , 
And eating nothing with the bloodin ; 
To abrp^e them roots and branches; 
While others were for eating haunches 
Of warriors, and, now and then, 396 

The flesh of kings and mighty men ; 
And some for breaking oftheir bones 
'With rods of ir'n, by secret ones ; 
For thrashing mountains, and with spells 
For hallowing carriers^ packs and belbi :' 330 
Things Uiat &e legend never heard of. 
But made the wicked sore afearM of. 

The quacks of government (who sate 
At th' unregarded helm of state. 
And undenSood this wild confusion 335 

Of fatal madness and delusion, 
Must, sooner than a prodigy. 
Portend destruction to be nigh) 
Consider'd timeljr how t' withdraw. 
And save their wind-pipes from the law ; 340 
For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worse than all th' had 'scap'd in war ; 
And therefore met in consultation. 
To cant and quack upon the nation ; 
Not for the sickly paUent's sake ; 345 

Nor what to give but what to take; 
To feel the pulses of theh* fees. 
More wise than fumbling arteries ; 

Digitized by V^OOgle 



M HfJIMEBRAd. 

PrdoQg the snoff of fifkm paio. 

And ft«n the grave recorer — Gain. 350 

'Moog these there was a pcrfkiGian 
With more heads than a lieast in viaioDf 
And more mtri^aes in ev'nr one 
Than .all the mores of Babylon ; 
80 politic, as if one eye 353 

Upon the other were a spy. 
That, to trepan the one to think 
The other blind, both strove to blin^ ; 
And in his daric pragmatic way. 
As busy as a child at play. 360 

H* had seen three governments nm down. 
And had a hand in ev*ry one ; 
Was for 'em and against *em all, 
But barbVous when they came to f^ : 
For, by trepanning th' old to min, 365 

lie made his int'rest with the new one ; 
PlayM true and faithful, though against 
His conscience, and was still advanc'd : 
For by the witchcraft of rebeltion 
TransformM t' a fbeUe state^camelion, 370 
B^ giving aim from side to side. 
He never MVd to save his tide. 
But got the start of ev^ry state, 
And at a change ne'er came too late ; 
Could turn his word, and oath, and fkith, 375 
Aa many ways as in a lathe ; 
By tummg, wriggle, like a screw, 
Int' hiff best trust, and out, for new : 
For when h' had happily incurr'd. 
Instead of hemp, to be preferred, 380 

And passM upon a government. 
He ptay'd hb trick, and out he went ; 
But bemg out, and out of hopes 
To mount his ladder (more) of ropes, 
Would strive to raise himself upon 385 

The public ruin, and his own ; 
60 little did he understand 
The desp'rate feats he took in hand, 

3S1. Tbia was the fkroous E. of B. wbo was endaed 
wub a particular Aieatty of undamining and sobverthw 
*« sorta of govenunent. 
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For wlien h' hftd got Ivaaietf amaft 

For fraud and tricks, he ipoUM fata ftne ; 990. 

Had fuc'd his oa^ into a noote, 

To show his i^ay at &st and looae; 

And when he duBc'd t^ escape, miittook^ 

For art and subtlety, his hide. 

So right his judgment was cat fit, 305 

And made a tal^ to his wit. 

And both t<^ether most profound 

At deeds of wkness under-ground ; 

As th* earth is easiest undermin'd 

By vermin impot«it and blind. 400 

By all these arts, and many more 
H^ had practisM long and much befitie, 
Our state artificer foresaw 
Which way the world befan to draw : 
For as old sinners have all points 405 

O* th' compass in their bones and joints, 
Can by their pangs and aches find 
All turns and changes of the wind. 
And better than by Napier^s b<mes 
. Feel in their own the age of moons ; 410 

So guilty sinners in a state 
Can by their crimes prognosticate. 
And in their consciences feel pain 
Some days before a show'r of rain : 
He therefore wisely cast about, 415 

All ways he could, t' ensure his throat; 
And hither came, t^ observe and smoke 
What courses other riskers took ; 
And to the utmost do his best 
To save himself, and hang the rest. 490 

To match this saint, there was another 
As busy and perverse a brother, 
A haberdasher of small wares 
In politics and state afiaiis : 

409. The f/unous Lord Napier, of Scotland, the first 
inventor of logarrthms, contrived also a set of squaFO 
pieces, with numbers on titem, made generaliy of Ivory 
(which perform arithmetical and geometrical calCBla- 
ti o es ,) and are commonly cailed Napier's bones. 

421. The great Ck>]oneI John Liibuurn, whose tliatls 
10 remarkable, and vr^n known at this time. 
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More Jew than Rabbi Achitophel, 425 

And better ffified to rebel : 

For when h° had taught his tribe to 'spouae 

The Canee, aloft, upon one house. 

He acomM to set his own in order, 

Bujt trv*d another, and went farther ; 430 

So fuddenly addicted still 

To 's only princijile, his will, 

That whatsoe V it chancM to prove, 

Nor force of argument could move. 

Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho'bom, 435 

Could render half a grain less stubborn ; 

For he at any time would hang 

For th' opportunity t' harangue ; 

And rather on a gibbet dan^e. 

Than misB his dear delight, to wrangle ; 440 

In which his parts were so accompliiHit, 

That, right or wrong, he ne^er was nonfdust ; 

But still hb tongue ran on, the less 

Of weight it bore, with greater ease. 

And with its everlasting clack 445 

Set all men's ears upon the rack. 

No sooner could a hint appear, 

But up he started to picqueer. 

And made the stoutest yield to mercy, 

"When he engaged in controversy : 450 

Not by the force of carnal reason, 

But indefatigable teasing ; 

With voUies of eternal babble, 

And clamour, more unanswerable : 

For though his topics frail and weak, 455 

Could ne er amount above a freak. 

He still maintained *^m, like his faults, 

Against the despVatest assaults ; 

And backM their feeble want of sense 

"With greater heat and confidence ; 460 

As bones of Hectors, when they difier. 

The more they're cudgeird, grow the stifier. 

Tet when his profit moderated. 

The fury of his heat abated ; 

For nothing but his interest 465 

Could lay ms devil of contest. 
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It was his choice, or chance, or curse, 

T' espouse the cause for better or worse, 

And with his worldly goods and wit, 

And soul and body worshipped it : 470 

But when he found the sullen trapes 

Possessed with the devil, worms, and daps, 

The Trojan mare in foal, with Greeks, 

Not half so full of jadish tricks, 

Though squeamish in her outward woman, 475 

As loose and rampant as Doll Common, 

He still resolvM to mend the matter, 

T' adhere and cleave the obstinater ; 

And still the skittisher and looser 

Her freaks appeared to sit the closer : 480 

For fools are stubborn in their way. 

As coins are hardenM by'th*^ allay; 

And obstinacy's ne'er so stiff 

As When His m a wrong belief. 

These two, with others, being met, 485 

And close in consultation set. 

After a discontented pause. 

And not without sufficient cause. 

The orator we nam'd of late. 

Less troubled with the pangs of state 490 

Than with his own impatience. 

To give himself first audience, 

After he had a while lookM wise, 

At last broke silence, and the ice. 

Quoth he, There's nothing makes me doobt 
Our last outgoings brought about, 496 

More than to see the characters 
Of real jealousies and fears 
Not feign'd, as once, but sadlv horrid, 
Soor'd upon ev'ry member*s forehead ; 500 

473. After the Grecians had spent ten yean In tlie 
siege of Troy, without the least prospect of success, thegr 
betbought of a stratagem, and made a wooden horse 
capable of containing a considerable number of armed 
men : this they filled with the choicest of their army, 
and then pretended to raise the siege ; upon which the 
cr^ulous Trojans made a breacli in the walls of the 
tAtr to bring in this fatal plunder ; but when it was 
Mraught in, the inclosed heroes soon appeared, andra^ 
Sriaiog the city, the rest enter^ ^n i^\ t^c^j^i^e^b. 
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Who, 'cauM the dond* are drvmk tom/tbrnh 

And tbiMitMl sadden change of weauiar. 

Feel panea and achee of Btate-tornB, 

And lerfHutions in their corns ; 

And, since ear workings-oat are eross'd, 5QS 

Throw op the cause b^ore His lost 

Was it to ran away we meant. 

When, taking of the Covenant, 

^le lamest oipples of the brotben 

Took oaths to ran before all others, 510 

But in their own sense only swore 

To strive to ran away before ; 

And now would prove that words and oath 

iaSgage us to renounce them both? 

1^ trae, the cause is in the lurch, 515 

Between a right and mongrel-cburdi : 

The Presbvter and Independent, 

That stickle which shall make an end onH ; 

As Hwas made out to us the last 

Expedient— (I mean Marg'ret's Fast,) 5SX) 

When Providence had been suborned 

What answer was to be retumM : 

Else why should tumults fright us now, 

We have so many times gone through, 

And understand as wdl to tame, SOU 

As when they serve our turns t' inflame? 

Have provM how inconsiderable 

Are all enga^ments of the rabble. 

Whose GcwMiee most be reconcilM, 

With drums and rattles, like a child ; 530 

But never provM so prosperous. 

As when they were led on by us : 

For all our scourging of religion 

Jsflian with tumult and sedition : 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion 535 

Became strong motives to devotion 

^As carnal seamen in a storm, 

Tum pious converts, and reform ;) 

When rusMr weapons, with chalk'd edgMi» 

Maintaia'd ofor feeble privileges ; 540 

aw. Tbat parliaraem used to have poblie ftsti ktM. 
B 8l BCarRarac's Church, Wastmliisler, as is dont It, 
'"'topraatattime. 
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And biowii ^ ai y fevvM m the tityf 

Made biUi to pui the fmid committM; 

When zeal, with ufed dubs and gleaYei, 

Grave chase to roohiBts and white tleefea, 

And made the church, and state, and lawa, 545 

Submit t' old iron and the cause. 

And as we thrivM by tumults tbeOf 

Bo mifht we better now agen. 

If we Enew how, as then we did. 

To use them rifffatljr in our need : 550 

Tumults, by which the mutinous 

Betray themselves instead of us. 

The hollow-hearted, disaffected, 

And close malignant, are detected. 

Who lay thehr fives and fortunes down 555 

For pledfles to secure our own ; 

And freely saciifioe their ears 

T* appease our jealousies and fears : 

And yet for all these providences 

W' are offered, if we had our senses, 560 

We idly sit like stupid blockheads. 

Our iMUids committed to our pockets; 

And nothing but our tongues at large. 

To get the wretches a discharre : 

Like men condemn'd to thunder-bdts, 556 

Who, ere the blow, become mere dolts; 

Or fools besotted with thehr crimes, 

flliat know not how to shift betimes. 

And neither have the hearts to stay, 

Nor wit enough to run away ; 570 

Who, if we could resolve on either. 

Might stand or fall at least together ; 

Ko mean or trivial solaces 

To partners in extreme distress ; 

Who used to lessen their despairs, 575 

By parting them int' equal shares ; 

As if the more they were to bear. 

They felt the weight the easier ; 

And ev'ry one the gentler hung, 

The more he took his turn among. 580 

But 'tis not come to that, as yet. 

If we had courage left, or wit ; 
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Who, when oar fate 4»n be no woine, 

Are fitted for the braveBt course ; 

Have time to rally, and prepare 585 

Oar last and best defence, despair : 

Despair, by which the gallant st feats 

Have been achiev'd in greatest straits, 

And horrid^st danger safely wav'd, 

By being courageously outbravM ; 590 

As wounds by wider wounds are healed, 

And poisons by iHmselves expelled ; 

And so they might be now a^en, 

If we were, what we should be, men ; 

And not so dully desperate, 59l5 

To side against ourselves with fate ; 

As criminals, condemned to suffer. 

Are blinded first, and then tumM over. 

This comes of breaking covenants, 

And settinff up exaunts of saints, 600 

That fine. Tike aldermen, for grace, 

To be excusM the efficace : 

For spiritual men are too transcendent. 

That mount their banks for Independent, 

To hang like Mahomet i' th' air, 605 

Or St. Qrnatius at his prayer, 

By pure geometry, and hate 

Dependence upon church or state ; 

Disdain the pedantry o' th' letter ; 

And since obedience is better 610 

(The Scripture says) than sacrifice. 

Presume the less onH will suffice ; 

And scorn to have the moderat'st stints 

Prescribed their peremptory hints, 

Or any opinion, true or false, 615 

DeclarM as such, in doctrinals ; 

605. It is reported of Mahomet, the great impoitor 
that having bailt a mosque, the roof whereof wti of 
loadatone. and ordering hia corpse, when he was dead, 
to be put Into an iron coffin, and brought into that iriaee, 
the loadstone soon attracted it near the top, where It 
still hangs in the air. 

No less f&buloas is what the legends says of bnatlat 
Loyola, that his zeal and devoUon transpcHrted Urn so^ 
that at his prayers he has been seen to be taised ftoai 

-* groand fbr some considerable tisM togetbtr. 
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But left at large to make their beet <m, 

IVithout b^ing call'd t* account or qneetion : 

Interpret all ue spleen reveals, 

As Whittington ezplainM the bells; G20 

And bid themselves turn back agen 

Lord May'rs of New Jerusalem ; 

But look so big and over-ffrown. 

They scorn their edifiers v own, 

Who taught them all their sprinkling lewooi, 

Their tones, and sanctified exj^ressions ; G36 

BestowM their gifts upon a saint. 

Like charity on those that want; 

And leamM th' apociyphal bigots 

T* insoire themselves with short-hand notes ; 

For wnich they scorn and hate them worse 

Than dogs and cats do sow-gelders. 

For who first bred them up to pray, 

And teach the House of Commons* way? 

Where had they all their gifted phrases, 635 

But from our Oalamys and Cases? 

Without whose sprinkling and sowing. 

Who e'er had heard of Nye oi Owen? 

Their dispensations had been stifled. 

But for our Adoniram Byfield ; 640 

And had they not beg^un the war, 

Th' had ne'er been sainted, as they are : 

For saints in peace degenerate, 

And dwindle down to reprobate; 

Their zeal corrupts like standing water, 645 

In th' intervals of war and slaughter; 

Abates the sharpness of its edge. 

Without the power of sacrilege. 

And though they've tricks to cast their sins 

As easy as serpents do their skins, 650 

That m a while grow out agen. 

In peace they turn mere carnal men. 

And, from the most refin'd of saints. 

As naturally grow miscreants. 

As barnacles turn Soland geese 655 

In th' Islands of the Orcades. 

850. Natarslista report, that snakes, serpents, &e. 
east tbelr ekliie every year. 
699. It If Mid that io the Islands of the Oreades, if 
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Their aitpoMBtitii^ b«t ft tidHC, 

For Ihflar «aiifi>niiiBgr to tbe wklBed ! 

With whom the greatest di flforea e e 

lies more in woras, and show, than HiHie. 060 

For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 

Of heaven, wears three crowns ^ state. 

So he that keeps the gate of hell. 

Proud Cerberas, wears tluree heads av treO : 

And if the world has any treth, 665 

Some hare been canonizM in both. 

But that wbidb does them greatest hann,- 

Their spiritnal gizzards are too wann. 

Which puts the orerbeated sots 

In ferers still, like other goats. 670 

For though the whore boids heretidcs 

With fiainee of fire, like crocked sticks, 

Our schismaties so vastly differ, 

Th' hotter th' are, they grow the stifibr; 

Still setting off their iqantual ffoods 675 

With fierce and pertinadoos leads. 

For zeaTs a dreadftd termagant, 

That teaches saints to tear and rtnt. 

And Independents to profess 

The doctrines of dependences ; 660 

Turns meek, and secret, sneakinff ones. 

To raw-beads fierce and bloody bones : 

And, not content with endless qvumbf 

Affainst the wicked and their morals, 

The Gibellines, for want of Gnelphs, 665 

Divert their rage upon themselves. 

For now the war is not between 

The brethren and the men of sin, 

But saint and saint, to spill the blood 

Of one another's brotherhood : 6B0 

Where neither side can lay pretence 

To liberty of conscience, 

Scotland, there are trees which bear these banactaii 
which dropping off into the water, receive Ufe, tad be* 
come those birds called Soland geese. 

663. The poets fe%n the dog Cerberus, that is tbe 
porter of hell to have three hea<tt. 

685. Two great factions In Italy, distinguished by 
those names, which miserably distracted and wasliAtt 
ihout the year IIJO. w«ww» 
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Or zealons flnflTring for tbe cftiue, 

To gain one groat^s worth of applauie ; 

For thouffh endur'd with resolation, 695 

TTwUl ne er amount to persecution. 

Shall precious saints and secret ones, 

Break one snother^s outward bones, 

And eat the flesh of brethren. 

Instead of kings and mighty men f 700 

When fiends acrree among themselves, 

Shall they be found the greatest ^Ives? 

When BePs at union wiUi the Dragon, 

And Baal-Peor friends with Dagon ; 

When savag<) bears agree with bears, 705 

Shall secret ones lug saints by th' ears. 

And not atone their fatal wrath, 

When common danger threatens both ? 

Shall mast^fln, by tbe collar pulPd, 

Enfi^ag^d with bulls, let go their hold, 710 

And saints, whose necks are pawnM at stake. 

No notice of the danger take f 

But though no powV of heav*n or hell 

Can pacify fanatic zeal, 

Who would not guess there might be hopes, 715 

The fear of gallowses and ropes. 

Before their e^es, might reconcile 

Their animosities a while; 

At least until they 'd a clear stagey 

And equal freedom to engage, 720 

Without the danger of surprise 

By both our common enemies? 

This none but we alone could doubt. 
Who understand their working-out, 
And know them, boUi in soul and conscionoe, 
Qiv^n up t^ as reprobate a nonsense 72C 

As spiritual outlaws, whom the pow> 
Of miracle can nc^er restore : 
We, whom at first they set up under, 
In revelation only of plunder, 730 

Who since have had so many trials 
Of their encroaching self-denials. 
That rookM upon us with design 
To out-reform, and undermine ; 
M 
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Took all oar mtorwtaadeomaaadi 715 

Perfidiously oat of our hands ; 

IuyoItM OS in the guilt of blood 

Without the motive gain's allowed, 

And made us serve as ministerial. 

Like younger sons of Father Belial ; 740 

And yet, for all th' inhuman witmff 

Th' had done us and the cause so long. 

We never fail'd to carry on 

The work still as we had beffun; 

But true and faithfully obey'd, 745 

And neither preachM them hurt, nor pray'd ; 

Nor troubled them to crop our ean, 

Nor hang us, like the cavaliers ; 

Nor put them to the charge of gaols. 

To &id us pill'ries and carts' tails, 750 

Or hangmen's wages, which the state 

Was forc'd (before them) to be at ; 

That cut, like tallies, to the stumps, 

Our ears for keeping true acoompts, 

And burnt our vessels, like a new • 755 

Seal'd peck, or bushel, for b'mff true ; 

But hand in hand, like faithful t^othmn. 

Held for the cause against all others. 

Disdaining equally to yield 

One syllable of what we held. 700 

And though we differed now and then 

'Bout outward things, and outward men. 

Our inward men and constant firame 

Of spirit, still were near the same ; 

And, till they first began to cant 765 

And sprinkle down the Covenant, 

We ne'er had call in any place. 

Nor dream'd of teaching down free grace. 

But join'd our gifts perpetually 

Ap^amst the common enemy, 770 

Although Hwas ours and their opinion. 

Each other's church was but a Kimmon ; 

And yet, for all this gospel-union. 

And outward show of church-communion, 

Theyll ne'er admit us to our shares 775 

Of ruling church or state afiairs ; 
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Nor pw vm le«?« t' sbodre, or sentcttcd 

^ our own conditions of repentance ; 

Bat sharM oor diyidend o* th* crown 

IVe had so paanfhll^ preachM down ; 780 

And forc'd us, thongh against the grain, 

T' have calls to teach it up again : 

For 'twas but justice to restore 

The wrongs we had receiv'd before ; 

And when Hwas held forth in our way 785 

W had been uncfratefhl not to pay ; 

Who, for the right w' have done nation. 

Have eam'd our tenip<N*al salvation ; 

And put our vessels in a way 

Once more to come again in play. 790 

For if the turning of us out • 

Has brought this providence about. 

And that our only suffering 

Is able to bring in the king, 

"What would our actions not have done, 795 

Had we been sufier'd to go on f 

And therefore may pretend t' a share. 

At least, in carrying on th' affair. 

But whether that be so, or not, 

W have done enough to have it thought ; 800 

And that's as good as if w' had done \ 

And easier pass*d upon account: 

For if it be but half denj'd, 

*Tis half as good as justify*d. 

The world is naturally averse 805 

To all the truth it sees or hears ; 

But swallows nonsense, and alio, 

With greediness and gluttony ; 

And though it have tne piaue, and long, 

Tis still ^r something in the wrong ; 810 

As women long, when they're with child. 

For things extravagant and wild ; 

For meats ridiculous and fiilsome. 

But seldom any thing that's wholesome ; 

And, Uke the world, men's jobbemoles 815 

Turn round upon their ears, the poles. 

And what they're confidently told. 

By no sense else can be controll'd. 
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And thk, perlia]is, naj prove the i 

Once mora to hedge in Providence. 830 

For as relapses mue diseases 

More desp'rate than their first i 

If we bat ^t again in powV, 

Our work is easier than before. 

And we more ready and expert 825 

r th' mysteiT to do our part : 

We, who did rather undertake 

The first war to create than make. 

And when of nothing Hwas begun, 

Rais'd funds as strange to carry *t on ; 830 

TrepannM the state, and facM it down 

l^th plots and projects of our own ; . 

And if we did sueh feats at first,' 

What can we now we'^re better versM.' 

Who have a iVeer latitude, 835 

Than sinners give themselves, allowM ; 

And therefore likeliest to bring in. 

On fairest terms, our discipline ; 

To which it was reveal^ long since 

We were ordainM by Providence ; 840 

When three saints' ears our predecessors, 

T*he causers primitive confessors, 

B*mg crucify 'd, the nation stood 

In just so many years of blood ; 

That, multiply^ by six, exprest 845 

The perfect number of the beast. 

And provM that we must be the men 

To bring tliis work about agen; ' 

And those who laid the first foundation. 

Complete the thorough Reformation : 850 

For who have cifls to carrv on 

So great a work, but we alone? 

What churches have such able pastors. 

And precious, powerful, preaching masters? 

Possessed with absolute dominions 855 

O'er brethren's purses and opinions? 

And trusted with the double keys 

Of heaven and their warehouses; 

841. Burton, Prynn, and Bostwick, three notorioni 
ringiradera of tlie facttooi, just at the iNwlnnlni of tiM 
late horrid rebeUon. -^ «Swhw 
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PART m.--C ANTO XL M5 

Who, when the caaie is m cUstreai, 

Can furnish oat what sums they pleaee, 860 

That brooding lie in bankers^ hands, 

To be dispos'd at their commands; 

And daily increase and multiply. 

With doctrine, use, and usury: 

Can fetch in parties (as in war 865 

AH other heads of cattle are) 

From th' enemy of all religions, 

As well as high and low conditions, 

And share them, from blue ribands, down 

To all blue aprons in the town ; 870 

From ladies hurried in calleches. 

With cor'nets at their footmen's breeches, 

To bawds as fat as Mother Nab, 

All guts and belly, like a crab. 

Our party's gr^t, and better tyM 875 

With oaths and trade than any side ; 

Has one considerable improvement. 

To double fortify the Covenant ; 

I mean our Covenant to purchase 

Delinquents* titles, and the churdies : 880 

That pass in sale, fi-om hand to hand. 

Among ourselves, for current land. 

And rise or fall, like Indian actions. 

According to the rate of factions; 

Our best reserve for Reformation, 885 

When new out-groings give occasion; 

That keeps the toins of brethren girt 

The Covenant (their creed) t* assert; 

And when th' have pack'd a Parliament, 

Will once more try th' expedient : 890 

Who can already muster friends. 

To serve for members, to our ends. 

That represent no part o* th^ nation, 

But Fisher's-FoUy congregation ; 

Are only tools to our intrigues, 895 

And sit like geese to hatch our eggs; 

Who, by their precedents of wit, 

T out^fast, out*loiter, and out-sit, 

8M Fi8her*8 Fol\y wai where Devonshire-Square 
now ftands, and was a great place of oonsultation in. 
tbose days. 
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Can order mitten nnderhatid, 

To pot all busMen to a etaiid ; 90t 

Lay pobUc bills aside for private, 

And make 'em one another drire <rat; 

Divert the great and neoeeraiy. 

With trifles to contest and yarj ; 

Ai^ make the nation represent, 905 

And serve for us in Parliament; 

Cut out more work than can be doiM , 

In Plato's year, but finish none, 

Unless it be the Bulls of Lenthal, 

That always fkes'd for fundamental ; 910 

Can set up grandee 'gainst mndee, 

To squander time away, ana band^ : 

Make Lords and Commoners lay siegei 

To one another's privileges. 

And, rather than compound the qoaml, 915 

Engage, to th' inevitable peril 

Of both their ruins, th' only scope 

And consolation of our hope ; 

Who though we do not plaj the game, 

Assist as much by giving aim ; 990 

Can introduce our ancient arts. 

For heads of fkctions t' act their parts; 

Know what a leading voice is worth, 

A seconding, a third, or fourth ; 

How much a casting voice comes to, 985 

That turns up trump ofay, or no ; 

And, by adjusting all at th' end. 

Share ev'ry one nis dividend : 

An art that so much study cost, 

And now 's in danger to be lost, 930 

Unless our ancient virtuosos. 

That found it out, get into th' Houses. 

These are the courses that we took 

To carry things by hook or crook ; 

And practised down from forty-fhur, 93S 

Until thev turned us out of door : 

Besides the herds of Bontafens 

We set on work without the House, 

007. Plato** vear, or the grand rerolotion of the eft* 
twe maeblne or tlie world, was accounted 4000 jmn» 
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PART m.— CANTO IL 347 

Whm 0vW knight and dtizen 

KeptlegismtiTejournepnen^ 940 

To htiae them in intelligence 

From aU points, of the rabble^s aense, 

And fill the lobbies of both Houses 

With politic important buzzes ; 

Set up committees of cabals, 945 

To pack designs without the walls ; 

Examine, and draw up all tiews, 

And fit it to our present use : 

Agree upon the plot o* th* farce, 

And evW one his part rehearse ; 950 

Make Q^ of answers, to waylay 

What t* other party *s like to say ; 

What repartees and smart reflections, 

Shall be retumM to all objections ; 

And who shall break the master-jest, 955 

And what, and how, upon the rest : 

Help pamphlets out, with safe editions, 

Of proper slanders and seditions, 

And treason for a token send. 

By letter to a country friend ; 960 

Disperse lampoons, the only wit 

That men, like burglary, commit; 

Wit fiilser than a padder's face. 

That all its owner does betrays; 

Who therefore dares not trust it when 965 

He^s in his calling to be seen ; 

Disperse the dung on barren earth. 

To bring new weeds of discord forth ; 

Be sure to keep up congregations. 

In spite of laws and proclamations ; 970 

For charlatans can do no good 

Until they 're mounted in a crowd ; 

And when they 're punish'd, all the hurt 

Is but to fare the better for 't ; 

As long as confessors are sure 975 

Of douole pay for all th' endure. 

And what they earn in persecution. 

Are paid t' a groat in contribution ; 

Whence some tub-holders-forth hare made 

la powd'ring-tubs their richest trade ; 960 
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And, while ibey kejvt their shops in prisoii» 

Hare found their prices strangely risen : 

Disdain to own the least regret 

For all the Christian blood w* have let ; 

Twill save our credit^ and maintain 985 

Our title to do so again ; 

That needs not cost one dram of sense* 

But pertinacious impudence. 

Our constancy t* our principles, 

hi time will wear out all things else ; 990 

Like marble statues rubb'd in pieces 

With gallantry of pilgrims* kisses ; 

While those who turn and wind their oaths 

Have sweird and sunk, like other froths ; 

Prevaird a while, but Hwas not long 995 

Before from world to world they swung. 

As they had tum'd from side to side ; 

And as the chan^lings liv'd, they dy*d. 

This said, th unpatient states-monger 
Could now contain himself no longer ; 1000 
Who had not spar'd to shew his piques 
Against th* haranmier b politics. 
With smart remarks of leering fitces, 
And annotations of grimaces. 
After h' had administered a dose 1005 

Of snufi'mundungus to his nose. 
Ami powder'd th°inside of his skull. 
Instead of th' outward jobbernol, 
He shook it with a scornful look 
On th* adversary, and thus bespoke: 1010 

In dressing a calTs head, although ^ 
The tongue and brains together go. 
Both keep so great a distance here, 
Tis strange ifever thev come near ; 
For who did ever plav his gambols 1015 

With such insufferable rambles. 
To make the bringing in the king, 
And keeping of bim out, one tiling? 
Which none oould do but tliose that swore 
T' as point-blank nonsense heretofore : 1090 
That to defend was to invade ; 
And to assassinate, to aid. 
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PART in.— CANTO U. 249 

Unless, because you drove him out 

(And that was never made a doubt,) 

No pow'r is able to restore, 1025 

And bring him in, but on your score : 

A spiritual doctrine, that conduces 

JVIost properly to all your uses. 

'Tis true, a scorpion's oil is said 

To cure the wounds the vermin made ; 1030 

And weapons, drest with salves, restore 

And heal the hurts they gave before ; 

But whether Presbyterians have 

So much good nature as the salve, 

Or virtue in them as the vermin, 1035 

Those who have try'd them can determine. 

Indeed, 'tis pity you should miss 

Th' arrears of aU your services. 

And for th' etemsd obhgation 

Y' have^aid upon th' ungrateful nation, 1040 

Be usM so unconscionably hard. 

As not to find a just reward 

For letting rapine loose, and murther, 

To rage just so far, but no further ; 

And setting all the land on fire, 1045 

To burn 't to a scantling, but no higher : 

For venturing to assassinate, 

And cut the throats of church and state. 

And not be allowed the fittest men 

To take the charge of both agen : 1050 

Especially, that have the grace 

Of self-denying, gifted face ; 

Who, when your projects have raiscarry'd. 

Can lay them, with undaunted forehead, 

On those who painfully trepann'd, 1055 

And sprinkrd in at second-hana ; 

As we have been, to share the guilt 

Of Christian blood, devoutly spilt ; 

For so our ignorance was flamm'd 

To danm ourselves t' avoid being damnM ; 1060 

Till finding your old foe, the hangman. 

Was Uke to lurch you at back-gammon, 

And wui your necks upon the set, 

-As well as ours, who did but bet ''• 
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(For be had drawn jour ears before, KM5 

And nickM them on the sdf«anie fOOOBi) 

We threw the box and dice away. 

Before y* bad lost us at foul play ; 

And brought you down to rook, and Ue« 

And fancy only, on the by ; 1070 

Redeem a your forfeit jobbemoles 

From perching upon lofly poles; 

And rescuM ail your outward traitors 

From hapgiug up like allififators ; 

For which ingenioualy y' have shewM 1075 

Tour Presbyterian gratitude ; 

Would freely have paid us home in kind. 

And not have been one rope behind. 

Those were your motives to divide. 

And scruple on the other side ; 1090 

To turn your zealous frauds, and fovee, 

To fits or conscience and remorse ; 

To be convinc'd they were in vain. 

And face about for new again : 

For truth no more unveiPd your eyes, 1085 

Than magjfots are convincM to flies ; 

And thererore all your li^ts and calls 

Are but apocryphal and false. 

To charge us with the consequencee 

Of all our native insolences, 1090 

That to your own imperious wills 

Laid law and gospel neck and heels; 

Corrupted the Old Testament, 

To serve the New for precedent ; 

T' amend its errors, and defects, 1095 

With murther, and rebellion-texts ; 

Of which there is not any one 

In all the book to sow upon : 

And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews 

Held Christian doctnne forth, and use ; 1100 

As Mahomet (your chief) began 

To mix them in the Alcoran ; 

Denounced and pray'd, with fierce devotion. 

And bended elbows on the cushion ; 

Stole from the beggars all your tones, 1105 

And gifted morti^wg groans ; 
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PART nL-^ANTO II. m 

Had li^ts where better eyva were bllod. 

As Diffs are said to see the wind ; 

FillM Bedlam with predestination, 

And Knu^btsbrid^ with illumination ; 1110 

Made chudren, with your tone^ to run for % 

As bad as Bloody-bones, or Lunsford ; 

While women, great with child, miscarry^d. 

For being to mali^nants marr^M : 

TransformM all wives to Daihlahs, 1115 

Whose husbands were not for the cause ; 

And tum'd the men to ten-homM cattle^ 

Because they came not out to battle ; 

Maae tailors' 'prentices turn heroes, 

For fear of being transfonn'd to Meroz ; 1120 

And rather forfeit their indentures, 

Than not espouse tiie saints' adventures : 

Could transubstantiate, metamorphose. 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus ; 

Enchant the king's and churches lands 1125 

T' obey and follow your commands ; 

And settle on a new freehold, 

As Marcly-Hili had done of old ; 

Could turn the Covenant, and translate 

The gospel into spoons and plate ; 1130 

Expound upon all "merchants' cashes, 

And open tn' intjricatest places f 

Could catechise a money-box. 

And prove all pouches orthodox ; 

Until the cause became a Damon, 1135 

And Pythias the wicked Mammon : 

And yet, in spite of all your charms, 
To conjure legion up in arms. 
And raise more devils in the rout 
Than e'er y' were aWo to cast out, 1140 

Y' have been reduc'd, and by those fools 
Bred up (yim say) in your own schools ; 
Who, though but gifted at your feet, 
Have made it plain, they have more wit ; 
By whom v' have been so oft trepann'd, 1145 
And held torth out of all command, 
Oat-gifled, out-knpuls'<i, out^ooe, 
Aq4 Qut-reveftl'd at canyinyB-oo ; 
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S3S HUmBRAS. 

Of all your diapeiisatioiui worm'd ; 
Out-providenc d, and out-reform'd ; 1150 

Ejected oat of church and state. 
And all things, but the people^s hate ; 
And spirited oilt of th* enjoyments 
Of precious, edifyin&f employments. 
By those who lodg^dtheir gifts and graces, 1155 
Like better bowlers, in your places : 
All which you bore with resolution, 
ChargM on th' aocompt of persecution ; 
And though most righteoau)r opprest, 
Against your wills, still acquiesced ; 1160 

And never humm'd and hahM sedition, 
Nor snuffled treason, nor misprision : 
That is, because you neyer durst ; 
For had you preachM and pray'd your worst, 
Alas ! you were no longer able 1165 

To raise vour posse of uie rabble : 
One single red-coat sentinel 
Out-charmM the magic of the spell ; 
And, with his squirt-fire, could disperse 
Whole troops with chapter raisM and verse : 
We knew too well these tricks of yours, 1171 
To leave it ever in your powers ; 
Or trust or safeties, or undoings. 
To your disposing of out-ffoings ; 
Or to your orderii^ providence, 1175 

One farthing^s worth of consequence. 
For bad you pow'r to undermine. 
Or wit to carry a design. 
Or correspondence to trepan. 
Inveigle, or betray one man, 1180 

There's nothing else that intervenes. 
And bars your zeal to use the means ; 
And therefore, wondrous like, no doubt. 
To bring in kings, or keep them out : 
Brave undertakers to restore, 1185 

That could not keep yourselves in pow'r; 
T' advance the int'rests of the orown, 
That wanted wit to keep your own ! 
'Tis true, you have (for Vd be loth 
To wrong ye) done your parts in both, 1190 
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To keep him out, and hnn^ him in^ ' ' 

As grace is intnMJQc'd by am ; 

For Hwas ^our zealous want of sense, 

And sanctify'd impertinence. 

Tour carrying business in a huddle, 1195 

That fore d our rulers to new-model ; 

Obliged the sUte to tack about, 

And turn you, root and branch, all oat : 

To reformado, one and all, 

T' your great croysado-general : 120O 

Your gr^y slav^'ring to devour, 

Before *twas in your clutches, powV, 

That sprung the game you were to set, 

Before y^ had time to draw the net ; 

Tour spite to see the churches lands 1205 

Divided into other hands, 

And all your sacrilegious ventures 

Laid out in tickets and debentures ; 

Tour envy to be sprinkled down. 

By under-churches in the town ; . 1210 

And no course us'd to stop their mouths, 

Nor th^ Independents* spreading growths : 

AU which oonsiderM, His more true 

None bring him in so much as you ; 

Who have prevailM beyond their plots, 1215 

Their midnight juntos, and sealM knots ; 

That thrive more by your zealous piques. 

Than all their own rash politics. 

And you this way may claim a share 

fn carrying (as you brag) th' affair ; 1220 

Else firoffs and toads, that croak'd the Jews 

From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loose. 

And flies and mange, that set them free 

From task-masters and slavery, 

Were Ukelier to do the feat, 1225 

In any indifi*'rent man's conceit : 

For who e*er heard of restoration 

Until ^our thorough reformation? 

That IS, the kind's and church's lands 

Were sequester^ int' other hands : 1230 

1900. General Fairfax, who was aoon laid aside after 
Im had done some of ibeir drudgery for tbem. 
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For ooiy ihm^ and not befora. 

Tour evM wen opcnM to reitora; 

And when tiM wwk wwm carrying on. 

Who oronM it, but jovamtkvm afame ? 

Af by a worid of hinta appeanp, 1235 

All plain and extant as your earar 

Bat fint, o' th* fint : The Ue of Wight 
Will rise n^ if jou abould deny H ; 
Where HoiderBon, and th* otlier miwea, 
Were sent to cap texis, and put casea ; 1940 
To paaa for deep and learned seholarB, 
Although but paltry Ob and SoUera : 
Aa if th^ nnaeaaenable foola 
Had been a oouraing' in the schoola ; 
Until th* had proyM the deyil author 1245 

O* th' Coyenant, and the Cause his daughter : 
For when they ckargM him with the gmlt 
Of all the blood that had been apUt, 
They did not mean he wrooffht th' effnaioB^ 
In peraon, like Sir Pride, or Hughaon, 1250 
But only thoae who firat begun 
The quarrel were by him aet on ; 
And who could thoae be but the aainta, 
Thoae reformation tennagantaf 

But ere thia paaa'd, the wiae debate 1255 
Spent ao much time, it grew too late ; 
For Oliyar had gotten ground, 
T* indoae him with hit warriora round ; 
Had brou^t his Proyidenoe about. 
And tum'd th* untimely aopbiaU out. 1260 

Nor had the Uxbridge bua'neaa leas 
Of nonseoae in\or aottiahneaa, 
When from a aeoundrel holdeiibrth^ 
The scum as well as son o* th' earth. 
Tour mighty senatora took law ; 1265 

At hia command, werefore'd t* withdraw, 
And sacrifice the peace o* th* nation 
To doctrine, use, and application. 

IftO. Two rtdkvlmMteribMois, that wtssaAeBH** 
tarinff the world with nontenae. 

MM. TIM one • brewer, the other a shoinaker, la^ 
bothcoloMiitothtrd>da*aaa|^ * 
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PART IIL«-*CA11T0 n. 9S5 

80 when the Seota, year oeortant cwiiiti, 

Th' eipouiera of yoar cavie and iMBtjii, 19f70 

"Who had so often, in your aid, 

So many ways been sonndly paid. 

Came in at last for better enda, 

To prove tiiemselrer your troMtr fiieadei 

Ton basely left them, and the enorah 1375 

They trained yon up to, in the hirafa. 

And suffer^ yoor own tribe of ChristiaM 

To faU before, as true Philistines. 

This shews what utensils y^ have been, 

To bring the kiiur's concernments in ; 1980 

Which IS so far nom being trae, 

That none but he can bring in yon ; 

And if he take jfou into trust, 

Will find you most exact^ just, 

Such as will punctually repay 1285 

With double mterest, and betray. 

Not that I think those pantomimesi 
Who vary action with the times, 
Are less mjB^nious in their art, 
Than those who dully aci one part ; ISM 

Or those who turn from side to side. 
More guilty than the wind and tide. 
All countries are a wise man*s home, 
And so are governments to some. 
Who change them for the same intrignef 1295 
That statesmen use in breaking leagues : 
While others, in old fiiiths and trotlm, 
Look odd as outKif-ftshionM dothes; 
And nastier in an old opinion. 
Than those who never shift their linen. _ 1300 

For true and faithful^s sure to lose. 
Which way soever the game goes ; 
And whether parties lose or win. 
Is always nicked, or else hedg'd in : 
While pow'r usurped, like stol'n delight, 1306 
Is more bewitching than the right ; 
And when the times begin to lUter, 
None rise so high as from the halter. 

And so may we, if w' have but seni 
' To use the necessary means; 
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156 HUDIBRAS. 

And not your usoal strataffems 

On one another, lights and dreams : 

To stand on terms as positive, 

As if we did not take, but give : 

Set up the Covenant on crutdies, 1315 

'Gainst those who have us in their clutches. 

And dream of pulling churches down. 

Before w* are sure to prop our own : 

Tour constant method of proceeding, 

Without the carnal means of heeding ; 1320 

Who Hwixt vour inward sense and outward. 

Are worse, than if y' had none, accoutred. 

I grant, all courses are in vain. 

Unless we can get in again ; 

The only way Uiat^s letl us now ; 1325 

But all the diflScuity's how. 

'Tb true, w' have money, th' only pow'r 

That all mankind falls down before ; 

Money, that, like the swords of kings, 

Is the last reason of all things ; 1330 

And therefore need not doubt our play 

Has all advanta^ that way ; 

As long as men have faith to sell, 

And meet with those that can pay well ; 

Whose haJf-starv'd pride, and avarice, 1335 

One church and state will not suffice 

T* expose to sale, beside the wages 

Of storing plagues to after-ages. 

Nor is our money less our own. 

Than Hwas before we laid it down, 1340 

For 'twill return, and turn t' account, 

If we are brought in play upon 't ; 

Or but, by casting knaves, get in. 

What pow'r can ninder us lo win ? 

We know the arts we usM before, 1345 

In peace and war, and something more ; 

And by th' unfortunate events, 

Can mend our next experiments : 

For when w' are taken into trust. 

How easy are the wisest choust, 1350 

Who see but th' outsides of our feats. 

And not their secret springs and weights ; 
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And while they're busy at their ease, 

Can carry what designs we please f 

How easy is 't to serve for agents, 1355 

To prosecute our old engagements ? 

To Keep the good old cause on foot. 

And present pow'r from taking root ; 

Inflame them both with false aianns 

Of plots and parties taking arms ; 1300 

To keep the nation s wounds too wide 

From healing up of side to side ; 

Profess the passionat'st concerns 

For both their interests by turns ; 

The only way to improve our own, 1365 

By dealmg faithfully with none 

(As bowls run true, bv being made 

On purpose false, and to be sway'd :) 

For if we ^ould be true to either, 

'Twould turn us out of both together; 1370 

And therefore have no other means 

To stand upon our own defence, . 

But keeping up our ancient party 

In vigour, conndent and hearty ; 

To reconcile our late dissenters, 1375 

Our brethren, though by other venters : 

Unite them and their duferent maggots. 

As long and short sticks are in fagots. 

And make them join again as close 

As when they first began t^ espouse ; 1380 

Erect them into separate 

New Jewish tribes, in church and state ; 

To join in mairiage and commerce. 

And only among themselves converse ; 

And all that are not of their mind, 1385 ^ 

Make enemies to all mankind : 

Take all religions in, and stickle 

From conclave down to conventicle ; 

Agreeing still, or disagreeing, 

According to the light in bemg. 1390 

Sometimes for liberty of conscience. 

And spiritual mis-rule, in one sense ; 

^t in another quite contrary. 

As dispensations chance to vaiy ; 
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All Qoptiadictions of the spirit ; 

Protect their efmsearies empowerM 

To preach section and the word ; 

And when they're hamperM by the laws. 

Release the laborers for the cause 1400 

And turn tl^ persecution back 

On tiiose that made the first attadE ; 

To keep them equally in awe. 

From breaking or maintaining law ; 

And when they have their fits too soon, 1406 

Before the full-tides of the moon, 

Pat ofl^ their zeal t' a fitter season 

For sowing faction in and treason : 

And keep them hooded, and their churdies, 

Like hawks from baiting on theur perches, 1410 

That, when the blessed time shall come 

Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

The^ may be ready to restore 

Their own fif^h monarchy once more. 

Meanwhile be better armM to fence 1415 
Against revolts of Providence, 
Br watching narrowly, and snapping 
All blind si^ of it, as they happen : 
For if success should make us saints, 
Our ruin turned us miscreants : 1420 

A scandal that would fall too hard 
Upon a few, and mipreparM. 

These are the courses we must run. 
Spite of our hearts, or be undone ; 
Aiid not to stand on terms and freaks, 1495 
Before we have securM our necks : 
But do <mr work, as out of sight, 
As stars by day, and suns by night ; 
All license of the people own. 
In opposition to the crown ; 1430 

Andror the crown as fiercely side, 
The head and body to divide ; 
The end of all we first desifn'd. 
And all that yet remains behind : 
Be sure to spare no public rapine, 1435 

On all emergencies that happen ; 
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For 'tis as easy to sopplant 

AutSiority as men in want ; 

As some of us, in trusts, hare made 

The one hand with the other trade $ 1440 

Crain^d vastly by their joint endearoor, 

The riffht a Uriof, the left receiver ; 

And what the one, by tricks, forestaB'd, 

The other, by as sly, retailM. 

For gain has wonderful effects 1445 

T' improve the factory of sects; 

The rule of faith in all professions, 

And great Diana of the Ephesians ; 

Whence turning of religion 's made 

The means to turn and wind a trade : 1450 

And though some change it for the worse, 

They put themselves into a course ; 

And draw in store of customers, 

To thrive the better in commerce : 

For all religions flock together, 1455 

Like tame and wild fowlof a feather; 

To nab the itches of their sects. 

As j^des do one another^s necks. 

Hence 'tis, hypocrisy as well 

Will serve V improve a churdi as zeal : 1460 

As persecution or promotion 

Do equally advance devotion. 

Let busmess, like ill watches, go 
Sometimes too fast, sometimes too slow ; 
For things in order are put out 1465 

So easv, ease itself will do't ; 
But when the feat's desien'd and meant, 
What miracle can bar th^ event ? * ~ 

For 'tis more easy to betray, 1470 

Than ruin any other way. 
All possible occasions start 
The weightiest matters to divert; 
Obstruct, perplex, distract, entangle, 
And lay perpetual trains to wranglo. 
But in anairs of less import, 1475 

That neither do ys good nor hart. 
And they receive as Uttle by, 
Oiit4awii as much, and out-oomply; 
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And ieem u ■crapuloasly jost, 
To but our books for greater trust ; 1480 

But still be c&reful to cry down 
All public aotions, tbougfa our own : 
The leaat miscarriage a^ravate. 
And charge it all upon the state : 
Express the horrid st detestation, 1485 

And pity the distracted nation ; 
■ Tell stories scandalous and false, 
r th^ proper language of cabals. 
Where all a subtle statesman says, 
Is half in worda, and half in face, 1490 

(As Spaniards talk in dialogues 
Of lieads and shoulders, nods and shrugs :) 
Intrust it under solemn vows 
Of mum, and silence, and the rose. 
To be retailed again in whispers, 1495 

For th* easy crcwlulous to disperse. 

Thus far the statesman — when a shout. 
Heard at a distance, put him out ; 
And straight another, all aghast, 
Rush'd in with equal fear and haste : 1500 
Who stared about, as pale as death. 
And, for a while, as out of breath ; 
Till having gatherM up his wits. 
He thus began bis tale by fits. 

That beasUy rabble — that came down 1505 
From all the garrets — in the town. 
And stalls, and shop-boards — ^in yast swarmSi 
With new-chalk'd bills — and rusty arms, 
To cry the cause — up, heretofore. 
And bawl the bishops— out of door, 1510 

Are now drawn up — in greater shoals. 
To roast — and broil us on the coals. 
And all the grandees— of our members 
Are carbonading— on the embers ; 
Kniffhts. citizens, and bui^resses— 1515 

Held forth by rumps — of pigs and ffeese, 
Th&t serve ror characters — and badges 
To represent their personages : 

1505. Thifl is an a corate deMripdon of the mob** 
buroiDg rumpii upon Uie admist on or tlieMQlulledllMBk* 
bets, in contempt of tue Rump ParliamenL 
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Each bonfire is a ftmeral pile, 
]n which they roast, and sooich, and broil, 
And ev'ry representative 1531 

Have vow'd to roast and broil alire. 

And ^tis a miracle we are not 
Alreadjr sacrificed incarnate : 
For while we wrangle here, and jar, 15S& 

W are grilly'd all at Temple-Bar : 
Some on the sign-post of an ale-houae, 
Hang in effigie, on the gallows ; 
Made up of rags, to personate 
Respective officers of state ; 1530 

That henceforth they may stand reputed, 
ProscribM in law, and executed ; 
And while the work is carrying on. 
Be ready listed under Dun, 
That worthy patriot, once the bellows, 1535 
And tinder-box, of all bis feUows; 
The activist member of the five. 
As well as the most primitive ; 
Who, for his faithful service then. 
Is chosen for a fifth agen 1540 

(For since the state has made a quint 
Of ^nerals, he's listed inH.) 
This worthy, as the world will say. 
Is paid in specie, his own way ; 
For, moulded to the life in clouts, 1545 

Th* have pick'd from dunghills hereabouts, 
He*8 mounted on a hazle bavin, 
A croppM malignant baker gave 'em ; 
And to the largest bonfire riding. 
They Ve roast^ Cook already and Pride in : 
On whom, in eauipage diid state, 1551 

His scarecrow fellow-members wait. 
And march in order, two and two. 
As at thanksgivings th' usM to do; 
Each in a tatter'd talisman, 1555 

Like vermin in effigie slain. 

1534. The hangman's name at that time was Dun. 

1550. Cook acted as solicitor- general against King 
Charles the First at his trial, and afterwards received 
kis Just reward for the same. Pride, a colonel in tba 
Parliament's army. 
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Bat (what*! more dfeftdful Ihan the reeC) 
Thoee rampe aie but the tail o' th' beaet. 
Set up by ropish engineera, 
As by the entcken plamly appears ; 1500 

For none but Jetuita have a mission 
To preach the faith with ammuoitioii, 
Aai propagate the church with powder: 
Their founder was a blown-up soldier. 
These spiritual pioneers o* th^ wh<»re*s, 15G5 
That have the charge of all her stores. 
Since first they failM in their designs, 
To take in heaven by springing mines. 
And with unanswerable bamsls 
Of gunpowder dispute their quarrels, 1570 
Now take a course more practicaUe, 
By laying trauis to fire the rabble, 
And blow us up in th^ open streets, 
DisguisM in rumps, like Sambenites ; 
More like to ruin, and confound, 1S75 

Than all the doctrines under ground. 
Nor have they chosen rumps amiss 
For symbols of state mysteries ; 
Though some suppose ^twas but to shew 
How much they scomM the saints, the ftw ; 
Who, 'cause they're wasted to the stumps, 1581 
Are represented best by rumps. 
But Jesuits have deeper readies 
In all their politic far-fetches. 
And from the Coptic priest, Kircherus,* 1585 
Found out this m^tio way to jeer us. 
For, as th' Egyptians usM by hoea 
T* express their antique Ptolemies, 

1564. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the society of 
the Jesuits, wai a gentleman of Biscay, in Spain, and 
bred a soldier ; was at Pampelune when it was bestfged 
by the French in the year 1531 ; and was ao very kuna 
in both feet, by the damage he sustained there, that bs 
was forced to Iceep his bed. 

1585. AthanasiusKircher, a Jesuit, bath wrote laifriy 
on the Egyptian mystical learning. 

1587. The Egyptians represented their kings (many 
of whose names were Ptolemy) under the hierof^ypbtat 
of a bee, dispensing honey to the good and virtuoos, aai 
^vlng a sUng for the wicked and disMlole. 
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And by tli^r stin^ the «words llMy woref 
Held n»rth authority and power ; 1590 

Because these subtle animals 
Bear all their int Vests in their tails, 
And when they Ve once im{>airM in that, 
Are banishM their well-orderM state ; 
Thejr thought all goyemments were best 1595 
By hieroglyphic rumps eznrest. 

For, as in bodies natural. 
The rump ^s the fundament of aU, 
So, in a commonwealth, or realm. 
The goyemment is call'd the helm ; 1600 

With which, like yessels vrnder sail. 
They're turnM and winded by the tail; 
The tail, which birds and fishes steer 
Theu: courses with through sea and air ; 
To whom the rudder of the rump is 1605 

The same thing with the stem aind compass. 
This shews how perfectly the rump 
And commonwealth in nature jump. 
For as a fly, that ffoes to bed. 
Rests with his tail aboye his head, 1610 

So in this mongrel state of ours. 
The rabble are the supreme powers; 
That hors'd us on their backs, to shew us 
A jadish trick at last, and throw us. 

The learned rabbins of the Jews 1615 

Write there's a bone, which they call luez, 
I' th' rump of man, of such a yirtue. 
No force in nature can do hurt to : 
And therefore at the last sreai day. 
All th' other members shiJl, they say, 1630 
Spring out of this, as from a seed 
All sorts of yegetals proceed ; 
From whence the learned sons of art 
Os sacrum justly style that part : 
Then what can better represent 1635 

Than this rump bone, the Parliament, 
That, after seyeral rude ejections. 
And as prodigious resurrections, 
With new reversions of nine liyes. 
Starts up, and Uke a cat reyiyes f 1630 
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Bot now, ahw ! "^t&fn all ezpirM 
And th' House, na well as memoen, fir'd ; 
Oonsam^d in kennels by the rout, 
With which they other fires put out : 
Condemned t^ ungoveraing distress, 1635 

And paltry private wretchedness ; 
Worse than the deyil, to privation^ 
Beyond all hopes of restoration ; 
And parted, like the body and soul, 
From all dominion and controL 1640 

We, who could lately with a look 
Enact, estabUsh, or revoke ; 
Whose arbitrary nods gave law, 
And frowns kept multitudes in awe ; 
Before the bluster of whose hnS, 1645 

All hats, as in a storm, flew off; 
AdorM and bow'd to by the great, 
Do¥m to the footman and valet ; 
Had more bent knees than chapel-mata, 
And prayers than the crowns of hats ; 1650 
Shall now be scomM as wretchedly, 
For ruin's just as low as high ; 
Which might be suffered, were it all ' 
The horror that attends our fall : 
For some of us have scores more large 1655 
Than heads and quarters can discharge; 
And others, who, by restless scraping. 
With public frauds, and private rapine. 
Have mighty heaps of wealth amassed. 
Would gladly lay down all at last ; 1660 

And to be but undone, entail 
Their vessels on perpetual jail ; 
And bless the devU to let them farms 
Of forfeit souls on no worse terms. 

This said, a near and louder shout 1665 

Put all th* assemUy to the rout. 
Who now began t* out-run their fear. 
As horses do from whom they bear ; 
But crowded on with so much haste. 
Until th* had blocked the passage fast, 1670 
And barricadoM it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks, and paunchtflB 
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That with flMirihovldan strove to tipietze^ 

And rathO'savft a crtppfd piece 

Ofall their eroflh'd and broken nMBbeci, 1675 

Than have tlMm grsHed on the embera; 

Still pressiuff on with heavy packs 

Of one another en their backs, 

The vangaard oookl no longer bear 

The chafes of the foriem rear, 1690 

But, borne down beadiooff by the root. 

Were tiaunpled sorely nnder foot : 

Vet nothing proved so formidable 

As the horrid cookery of the rabbis ; 

And fear, that keeps all feeling oat, 1^85 

As lesBcr pains are by the gout, 

ilelievM 'era with a fresh supply 

Of rallied force enough to fiy. 

And beat a Tuscan running horse, 

Whose jockey-ftder is aU spars. 1690 



CANTO m. 

The Ktiffbt and Squire's prodigloire flight 

To quit tb* eBdhanted l>ow'r byiiigbt. 

He plods to turn bis amorous suit 

T' a plea io law, and prosecute : 

Repairs to counsel, to advise 

'Bout managing the enterprise ; 

But first reseives to try by letter, 

And one rosra fair addresa, to get her. 
Who would beliere what strange bugbears 
Mankind creates itself, of fears 
That spring like fern, that insect weed. 
Equivocally, without seed ; 
And have no possible foundation, 5 

But merely in th' imagination ; 
And yet can do more dreadful feats 
Than hags, with all their is(ipa and teats; 
Make more bewitch and haunt themselves 
Than all their nurseries of elves ? 10 

8. Alluding to the vulgar opinion, that witebes have 
their imps, or familiar spirits, that are employed in their 
diabolical practices, an^ sacic private teats they have 
about them 

N 
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For few doM tfaoMiBflo 19» a witch, 

*rief hard tHinnddte which is which: 

Sets up communitieB of seosei. 

To chop and cbaage inteUigmoes; 

As Rosicmoimn rirtoosos 15 

Can see with ears, and hear with nooee ; 

And when they neither see nor hear. 

Have more than both supply'd by fear; 

That makes 'em in the dark see visions, 

And hag themselves with apparitions ; 90 

And wiMn their eyes discover least. 

Discern the subtlest objects best : 

Do things not contrary, akme, 

To th' course of nature, but its own ; 

The courage of the bravest daunt, 25 

And torn poltroons as valiant. 

For men as resolute appear 

With too much as too httle fear ; 

And when theyVe out ofhopes of flying, 

Willrunaway from death, by dying; 30 

Or turn again to stand it out. 

And those they fled, like lions, rout 

This Hudibras had prov*d too true. 
Who, by the furies left perdue. 
And haunted with detachmente, sent ZS 

l*rom Marshal Legion's regiment. 
Was bv a fiend, as countemit, 
RelievM and rescued with a cheat ; 
When nothing but himself and fear. 
Was both the imp and conjurer ; 40 

As, bv the rules o' th' virtuosi. 
It fimows in due form of poesie. 

Disguis'd in all the maus (Mf night. 
We idt our chammon on his flight, 
At blindman's bu^ to grope his way, 45 

In equal fear of night and day ; 

15. Tbe RoaienieiaiM were a sect that appetrad ia 
Germany iu the beginning of the 17th age. Thef an 
alao called the entightened, immortal, and taivlrible. 
Ther are a wrj enthusiaaUcal sort of men, and hold 
maay wild and extravagant oplniomr. 

36. Hd-need to preach, as if thev might expect kffioM 
to (ttop down from heaven, for the propagation of tht 
good old cause. 
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^Who to<^ hk 6mk and deapVste odofM* 

Se knew no better than hie hone; 

And, by an unknown devil led 

(He knew as UtHe whither) fled. 50 

He never was in greater need. 

Nor less capacity, of qpeed; 

Disabled, both in man and b ea st . 

To fly and ran away his best ; 

To keep the enemy, and fear, 55 

From eqaal falling on his rear. 

And tboiigh with kicks and bangs he p^M 

The farther and the nearer side 

(As seamen ride with all their force. 

And tuff as if they rowM the horse, 60 

And when the hackney sails most swift, 

BeUeve they lag, or run adrift,) 

So, though he posted eWso fast. 

His fear was greater than his haste : ' 

For fear, though fleeter than the wind, 65 

Believes 'tis amays left behind. 

But when the morn began t' appear. 

And shift t* another scene bis rear. 

He fbund his new officious shade. 

That came so timely to his aid, 70 

And forcM him from the foe t* escape. 

Had tura'd itself to Ralpho's shape ; 

So like in person, garb, and pitch, 

'Twas hard t' interpret which was which. 

For Ralpho had no sooner told 75 

The Lady all he had t' unfold, 
But she convev'd him out of sight. 
To entertain th* approaching iGii^ht ; 
And, while he gave himself diversion, 
T' accommodate his beast and person, 80 

And put his beard into a posture 
At best advantage to accost her, 
She ordered the anti-masquerade 
(For his reception) aforesaid : 
But when the ceremon v was done, 85 

The lights put out, and furies gone, 
And Hudibras, among the rest, 
Conveyed away, as lUlpho guessM, 
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(Af he b^er'd) begtti to mmi^ 90 

And tell hk itorf to hB&Mtf; 

l)ie Knight matook liim for to elf ; 

And did io still, till he befia 

To scruple at Ilalpb% ootwmrd mui ; 

And thonght, beea«ie they ofl a g t— d 96 

T' appear in one another*s stead,- 

And act the saint's and devii\i part 

With undistinguMiaUe art, 

Th^ ndght harre dene so now, peifai4»» 

And put on one anotherVi shapes: 100 

And therefore, to resolve the dooht^ 

Re starM npon him, and eiy VI oot, 

What art ? My Sqnire, or that bold sprite 

That took his place and shape to-oi|^^ 

Some busy, independent pn^, 1<B 

Retainer to Ms magogoe ? 

Alas ! qnoth he, I'm none of those, 

Your bosom friends, as you suppose ; 

But Ralph himself, your trosty SquM* 109 

Wh' has dra^^'d your Donship o«t o' th^ 



I dragged vo 
And from the encmantments of a iridow^ 
Wh^ had turned yo« mt' a beast, haTe freedyoa ; 
And, though a prisoner of war. 
Have brought you safo where jrou now are ; 
Which you would ffratefolly repay 115 

Your constant Presbyterian way. 

That's stranger (quoth the Knuffat) and 
Who gave thee notice of my danger? {strangtr ; 

Quuth be, Th' infernal conjurer 
Pursued and took me prisoner ; 190 

And knowing you were hereabout. 
Brought me awng to find you out; 
Where I in hugger-mugger hid. 
Have noted aUtney saNJ or did : 
And though they lay to him the pageant, 135 
1 did not see hiro, nor hi^<^gent ; 
Who play M their sorceries out of «ght ; ' 
T' avoid a fiercer second fight. ' "' ; 

But didst thou see no devils then? 
Not one (quothlie) but carnal men, J3| 
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A little wone tbM fimk ID hcD, 
And that A e d>f J Jewbd, 
That laoj^'d abd tea^keM with denmm, 
To see tmm take j«ar depoiitieB. 

WhatibenCqootfaHiidiliras) washa 13S 
That playM the darl to CTamino me? 
A rallying wearer is the town. 
That did iC in a paieon's gown. 
Whom all the paridi take for gifted; 
Bnt, for my past, I ne*er beUer'd it : 140 

In which yon told them aU your feats, 
Tour coDfldentions frauds and cheats ; 
DenyM your whippinc, and eonftst 
The naked truth of afl the test. 
More plainly than the ley'reDd writer, 145 
That to oar ohorches veil'd his mitre; 
All which thev took in Uadi and white. 
And cudgellM me to under-write. 

What made thee, when they all were gone. 
And none but thou and I alone, 150 

To act the deril, and fwbear 
To rid me of my hellish fear f 

Quoth he, I linew your constant rate 
And frame of sp'rit too obstinate 
To be by me pKrevailM upon 155 

With any motires of my own ; 
And therefore strove to counterfeit 
The devl awhile to nick your wit ; 
The derl, that is your constant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye ; 160 

Else we mi^^ht still have been disputing, 
And they with wdgfaty drubs confuting. 
. The Kniffht, who now began to find 
Th* had left the enemy behmd, 
And saw no fiurther barm remain, 165 

But feeble weariness and pain. 
Perceived, by lonng of their way, 
Th* had gained th* advantage <tt the day; 
And, by dedUning of the road, 
Tbsylkad,!^ chance, thsir rear made good; 170 

14S. A most nvereod prelate, A. B. of T. wbo glde4 
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He ventured to dismisB his fear, 

That parting 'a want to rent and t«ar. 

And give the deBipen,Vet attack 

To danger still behind its back : 

For having paused to recollect, 175 

And on his past saocess reflect, 

T' examine and consider why, 

And whence, and how, they eajoe to fly. 

And when no devil had appear'<JU 

What else, it could be said, he fear'd ; 180 

It pat him in so fierce a rage. 

He once resolvM to re-engage ; 

Toss'd like a foot-ball bade again, 

With shame and vengeance, and disdain. 

Quoth he. It was thy cowardice 185 

That made me from this leaguer rise: 

And when Fd half reducM the i^aoe. 

To quit it infamously base : 

Was better cover*d by the new- 

ArrivM detachment than I knew ; 190 

To slight my new acquests, and nm 

Victonously from batties won ; 

And reckoning all I gain'd or lost. 

To sell them cheaper than they cost ; 

To make me put myself to flight, 195 

And conqaVmg run away by night ; 

To drag me out, which th^ bauehty foe 

Durst never have presumed to <u> ; 

To mount me in the dark, by force, 

Upon the bare ridge of ray horse ; SOO 

ExposM in querpo to their rage. 

Without my arms and equipage ; 

Lest, if they ventured to pursue, 

I might th* unequal fight renew ; 

And, to preserve thy outward man, 905 

Assumed my place, and led the van. 

All this quoth Ralph, I did, 'tis tme, 
J^^ot to preserve myself, but you ; 
You, who were damn'd to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powd'ring tubs ? dlO 
To mount two-wheel'd caroches, worse 
Than managing a wooden horse ; 
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DraffffM out throng straiter holef by th' ears, 
Erara or oonpM for perjurers; 
Who, though th* attempt had provM in yain. 
Had had no reason to complain : 316 

But since it prospered, 'tis unhandsome 
To blame the hand that paid your ransom, 
And rescu'd jour obnoxious lioneB 
From unavoidable battoons. 920 

The enemj was reinforcM, 
And we disabled, and unhorsM, 
Disarmed, unqualifyM for fight, 
And no way left but hasty mght. 
Which, though as despVate in th* attempt, 225 
Has giv'n you freedom to condemn 't. 
But were our bones in fit condition 
To reinforce the expedition, 
'Tis now unseasonable, and vain, 
To think of falling on again. 230 

No martial project to surprise 
Can ever be attempted twice ; 
Nor can design serve afterwards, 
As ^mesters tear their losing-cards. 
Beside our bangs of man ana beast 235 

Are fit for nothing now but rest, 
And for a wh'de will not be able 
To rally and prove serviceable ; 
And therefore I, with reason, chose 
This stratagem t' amuse our foes ; 240 

To make an honourable retreat. 
And wave a total sure defeat : 
For those that fly may fight again. 
Which he can never do SinVa slain. 
Hence timely running 's no mean part 245 
Of conduct in the martial art; 
By which some glorious feats achieve. 
As citizens by breaking thrive ; 
And cannons conquer armies, while 
They seem to draw off and recoil; 250 

Is held the gallant*st course, and bravest, 
To great exploits, as well as safest ; 
That spares th' expense of time and pains, 
And dangerous beating oat of brains ; 

Digitized by Google 



f» HUDIBRAa 

AndintlMeiidpivvailftMcateni 256 

Af those that nerer trmt to fortmie; 
Bat mike thdr femr do ezeciitioa 
Beyond the stoutest resolution ; 
As earthquakes kill without a UoWt 
Andf ooljT tremblii^, overthrow. 5260 

If th' ancients crown'd their bravest iiieii» 
That only savM a citizen. 
What victoiy could e'er be won. 
If ev'iT one would save but one ? 
Or fight endancer'd to be lost, 5^ 

Where all resolve to save the most f 
Bv this means when a battle's won, 
llie war 's as far from being done ; 
For those that save themse&es, and fly, 
Go halves, at least, i' th' victoij ; 270 

And sometimes, when the loss is smalU 
And danger ffreat, they challenge all ; 
Print new aoditions to their feats. 
And emendations in Gazettes ; 
And when, for furious haste to run, 27J 

They durst not stay to fire a gun. 
Have done 't with bonfires, at home 
Made squibs and crackers overcome ; 
To set the rabble on a flame, 
And keep their governors from blame; 2280 
Disperse the news the pulpit tells, 
Confirm'd with fire-works and with bells ; 
And though redac'd to that extreme. 
They have been fbrc'd to sing Te Deum ; 
Tet, wth religious blasphemy, 285 

By flattering Heaven with a lie, 
And for their beating giving thanks, 
Th' have rais'd recruits, and fiird their banks; 
For those who run from th' enemy, 
£nffage them e^uailv to fly ; 290 

And when the light becomes a chase. 
Those win the day that win the race ; 
And that which would not pass in fights. 
Has done the feat with easy flights ; 
961. Tbe Rommu highly honoured, and nobly rc> 
^fded, thoee penon^ that were iustrumcntal in lh« 
nation of the llvei of tbtir dtisens, either in hattlr 
twiee, 
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RocoverMflHttiy adMp'nktecMniMkfii SU5 

Wilh Bourde^ox, Biu^undy, and Champugn : 

RestorM tbe faintinf Bgh and mightj 

With firandy-wina and aqua*vit»; 

And made Vm stoutly overconM 

With Baorack, Hoocamore, and Mom ; 300 

Whom th^ imcontroU''d deeraet of fate 

To victory neceeaitaie; 

With Which, akhongh they ran or bum. 

They unavoidably retain : 

Or else their sultan populaoea 305 

Still Strang all th^ routed Btasas. 

Quoth Hudibraa, I imderBtand 
What fights thou meanest at sea and land. 
And w\Si those were that run away, 
And yet gave out th* had won the day ; 310 
Although the rabble sousM them for % 
O'^er head and ears, in mud and dirt. 
Tis true, our modem way of war 
Is grown more politic by far, 
But not so resolute and bold, 315 

Kor tyM to honour, as the old. 
For now they laugh at giving battle. 
Unless it be to herds of cattle ; 
Or fighting convoys of provision. 
The whole design o' th' expedition ; 330 

And not with downright blows to reut 
The enemy, but eat £em out : 
As fighting, in all beasts of prey, 
And eating, are performed one way. 
To give defiance to their teeth, 326 

And fight their stubborn guts to death ( 
And t£>se achieve the highest renown. 
That bring the others stomachs down. 
There^'s now no feat- of wounds, nor maiming; 
All dangers are reducM to famine ; 330 

And feats of arras, to plot, design, 
Surprise, and stratagem, and mine ; 

305 The aotfeor compares Hie arbitmyaetingsertJM 
ei^vernable mob to the Sultan or Graud Siiaior, who 
very seldem falls to sacriftee any of his chief coouuaiH 
UstBf caUeid Bassas, if they prove unsoccessful In tetttii 
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Bat have no need nor oae of courage, 

UBld0S it be for glory or forage : 

For if they fiffht, 'tis but by chance, 335 

When one side vent'ring to advance. 

And come uncivilly too near, 

Are cbarffM unmercifally i' th' rear ; 

And forc^ with terrible resistance ; 

To keep hereafter at a distance ; 340 

To pick oat ground t' encamp upon, 

Where store of largest rivers run. 

That serve, instead of peaceful barriers. 

To part th' en|ragenient8 of their warriors ; 

Were both from side to side may skip, 345 

And only encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the stouter-hearted. 

The certainer th' are to be parted, 

And therefore p<Mt themselves in bogs. 

As th' ancient mice attacked the frogs, 350 

And made their mortal enemy, 

The water-rat, their strict ally. 

For 'tis not now, who's stout and bold. 

But who bears hunger best, and cold ; 

And he's approv'd the most deserving, 355 

Who longest can hold out at starving ; 

And he that routs most pigs and cows. 

The formidablest man of prowess. 

So th' emperor Caligula, 

That triumph'd o'er the British Sea, 3G0 

Took crabs and oysters prisoners, 

And lobsters, 'stead of cuirassiers ; 

Engag'd his legions in fierce bustles 

With periwinldes, prawns, and muscles; 

And led his troops with furious gallops, 365 

To charge whole regiments of scallops ; 

Not like their ancient way of war. 

To wait on his triumphal car; 

But, when he went to dine or sup, 

More bravely eat his captives up : 370 

And lefl all war, by his example, 

Reduo'd to vict'ling of a camp well. 

850. Homer wrote a poem of tbe war betweso tbt 
•"•"a and tbe froga. 
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Qaoth Ralph, By all that you have said, 
And twice as much that I could add, 
Tis plain you cannot now do worse 375 

Than take this out-of-fashion'd course, 
To hope, by stratagem to woo her, 
Or waging battle to subdue her : 
Thou^ some have done it in romances 
And bang'd them into amorous fancies ; 380 
As those who won the Amazons, 
By wanton drubbing of their bones ; 
And stout Rinaldo ffainM his bride, 
By courtinff of her back and side. 
But since those times and feats are over, 385 
They are hot for a modem lover. 
When mistresses are too cross-grainM 
By such addresses to be gain'd ; 
And if they were, would have it out 
With many another kind of bout. 390 

Therefore I hold no course s' iufeasible. 
As this offeree, to win the Jezebel ; 
To storm her heart, by th' antic charms 
Of ladies errant, force of arms ; 
But rather strive by law to win her, 395 

And try the title you have in her. 
Your case is clear ; you have her word. 
And me to witness the accord ; 
Besides twa more of her retinue 
To testify what passM between you ; 400 

More probable, and like to hold, 
Than hand, or seal, or breaking sold ; 
For which so many that renounced 
Their plighted contracts have been trounced ; 
And bills upon record been found, 405 

That forcM the ladies to compound ; 
And that, unless I miss the matter. 
Is all the business you look after. 
Besides, encounters at the bar*^ 
Are braver now than those in war, 410' 

In which the law does execution 
With less disorder and concision ; 

383. A itory in Tuso, an Italian poet, of ft heiQ thai 
fatOfld bis mistrcn by conquering ber party. 
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Hu more of kononr ia \ sohm holdi 

Not like the new way, but the old. 

When those the pen luid drawn togetber, 41S 

Decided qaarrels with a feather. 

And winged arrows killed as dead. 

And more than bullets now of lead. 

So all their combats now, as then, 

Are managM chiefly by the pen ; , 4S0 

That does the feat with braver vigoon, 

In words at length, as well as figures : 

Is judge of all the world performs 

In voluntary feats of arms ; 

And whatsoe'er 's achievM in fi^ht, ^5 

Determines which is wrong or ngfaSt; 

For whether you prevail, or lose. 

All must be try*d there in the close : 

And therefore tis not wise to shun 

What you must trust to ere y' have done* 430 

The law, that settles all you do, 
And marries where you did but woo ; 
That makes the most perfidious lover 
A lady, that's as false, recover ; 
And if it judge upon your side, 435 

Will soon extend her for your bride. 
And put her person, goods, or lands. 
Or which you like b^t, int' your hands. 

For law 's the wisdom of all ages, 
And manag'd by the ablest sages ; 440 

Who, though their business at the bar 
Be but a kind of civil war. 
In wliich th' engage with fiercer dud^reoDf 
Than e*er the Grecians did and Trojans, 
They never manage the contest 445 

T' impair their puBlic interest, 
Or by their controversies lessen 
The dignity of their profession : 
Not like us brethren who divide 
Our commonwealth, the cause, and side ; 450 
And though w' are all as near of kindred 
As th' outward man is to the inward^ 
We agree in nothing but to wrangle 
^»»^'it the sh^fhtest fingle-fangle ; 
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While lawyov hate more lober leiiie 4S5 

Than t' argue at their own ezpenii, 

But make then* best advantaffee 

Of others* qaarreli, like the SwiM $ 

And out offorei^ controvendee, 

By aiding both sides fill their purses ; 4G0 

But have no interest in the cause 

For which th* engage, and wage the laws ; 

Nor Aulher prospect than their pay, 

Whether they lose or win the day : 

And though they abounded in all ages, 466 

With sundry learned clerks and sages, 

Though all their business be dispute. 

Which way they canvass ev'^ry suit, 

Th* have no disputes about their art, 

Nor in polemics controvert ; 470 

While all professions else are found 

With nothm^f but disputes t' abound ; 

Divines of alt sorts, and physicians. 

Philosophers, mathematicians. 

The Galenist and Paracelsian, 475 

Condemn the way each other deals in; 

Anatomists dissect and mangle. 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle ; 

Astrologers dispute their dreams, 

That in their sleeps they talk of schemes ; 480 

And heralds stickle who got who. 

So many hundred years ago. 

But lawyers are too wise a nation 
T* expose their trade to disputation. 
Or make the busy rabble judges 48S 

Of all their secret pi<|ues and grudges ; 
In which whoever wms the day. 
The whole profession 's sure to pay. 
Beside, no mountebanks, nor cheats, 
Dare undertake to do their feats ; 490 

When in all other sciences > 
They swarm, like insects, and increase. 

I\>r what bigot durst ever draw. 
By inward light, a deed in law ? 
Or could hold forth, by revelation, 495 

An answer to a declaration ? 
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For those th&t meddle with thdr tools 
WUl cat their fingers, if the^ Ve fools : 
And if you f(^ow their adnce, 
In bills, and answers, and replies, 500 

They 11 write a love-letter in chanoeiy, 
ShaU bring her upon oath to answer ye, 
And soon reduce her to b' your wife, 
Or make her weary of her life. < 

The Knight, who usM with tricks and diifts 
To edify by Ralpho's gifts, 506 

But in appearance cry'd him down. 
To make them better seem his own 
(All plagiaries' constant course 
Of sinkmg, when they took a purse) 510 

ResolvM to follow his advice. 
But kept it from him by di^gmse; 
And, aher stubborn contradiction. 
To counterfeit his own conviction. 
And by transition fall upon 515 

The resolution as his own. 

Quoth he, This gambol thou advisest 
Is of all others the unwisest ; 
For if I think by law to gain her. 
There ^ nothing sillier or vainer. 590 

'Tis but to hazc^ my pretence. 
Where nothing 's certain but th' expense ; 
To act against myself, and traverse 
My suit and title to her favours; 
And if she should (which Heav'n forWd) 525 
Overthrow me, as the fiddler did. 
What i^r-course have I to take, 
'Gainst losing all I have at stake ? 
He that with injury is griev'd. 
And ffoes to law to be relieved, 530 

Is sillier than a sottish chouse. 
Who, when a thief has robb'd his house. 
Applies himself to cunning men. 
To help him to his goods agen ; 
When all he can expect to gain S35 

Is but to squander more in vain : 
And yet I have no other way 
^t is as difficult to play : 
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For to redace her by main force 

!■ now in vain : by fair means, wone ; 540 

But worst of all to give her over, 

Till aho 'a as desperate to recover : 

For bad games are thrown up too 80on« 

Until th' are never to be won. 

But since I have no other course 545 

But is as bad t' attempt, or worse. 

He that compUes agamst his will, 

Is of his own opinion still ; 

Which he may adhere to, yet disown^ 

For reasons to himself beist known: 550 

But 'tis not to b* avoided now^ 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue ; 

Whom I must answer, or begin 

Inevitably first with him ; 

For IVe receiv'd advertisement, 555 

By times enough, of his intent ; 

Ajid knowing he that first compli^ 

7h' advantage of the business ^ms ; 

For courts of justice understand 

The plamtiff to be eldest hand ; 560 

Who what he pleases may aver. 

The other nothing till he swear ; 

Is fireely admitted to all grace. 

And lawful favour, by his place ; 

And for his bringing custom in, 565 

Has all advantages to win : 

I, who resolve to oversee 

No lucky opportunity, 

Will go to counsel, to advise 

Which way t' encounter, or surprise ; 570 

And, after long consideration. 

Have found out one to fit th' occasi<Hi, 

Most apt for what I have to do. 

As counsellor and justice too. 

And truly so, no doubt, he was, 575 

A lawyer fit for such a case. 

An old dull sot, who told the dock 
For many years at Bridewell-dock, 

577 Prideauz, a>justice of peace, a very pragmaticai 
buqr penoo ia tboae Umcsy and a mercenary m cni^ 
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At WestminttM", «iid ifiok*«4iaIl, 

AndHicetuaDoetiiitpUy'dmaH; 560 

Where in all goremnieiits and tioMS, 

H* had been both fUend and Ibe to orimes. 

And ui*d two oqual wajt of gaming, 

£^7 hindVing jastioe, or maintaining' ; 

1^ man^ a whore gave privilege, 566 

And wbipp'd, for want of quarterage ; 

Cart-loads of bawds to prison seat. 

For b^ing behind a fortnight^s rent ; 

And many a trustr pimp and crony 

To Puddle«dock, tor want of money ; 590 

EngagM the ooaiitable to seise 

All those that woaM not break the peace. 

Nor give him back his own foul words. 

Though sometimes commoners <v lords. 

And kept 'em pneoners of course, 595 

For being sober at ill hours ; 

That in Uie morning he might (Vee 

Or bind ^em over for his fee : 

Made monsters fine, and puppet-plajs, 

For leave to practise in their ways ; 600 

FarmM out ail dieats, and went a share 

With th' headborouffh and scavenger; 

And made the dirt i^th' streets compound 

For taking up ^e public ground ; 

The kennel, and the king^i highway, 605 

For being unmolested, pay ; 

Let out the stocks, and whipping-post. 

And caffe, to those that gave nim most; 

Imposed a tax on bakers' ears, 

And for fkiee heights on chandelers ; 610 

Made victuallers and vintners fine 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and constant friend 

To all that regularly ofiend ; 

As residentiary bawds, 615 

And brokers that receive stol^ goods; 

magistrate, infkmous for the followiffg methods ef get* 
tinsmoney among many others. 

5b§. There was a Jail for puny oflbnders. 

^«9. fle extorted money fh>m those that kept shsw% 
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That cheat in lawfiil myaUriM^ 

Attd pay church dutiei and hia feei ; 

But was implacable, and awkward. 

To all that mteriop'd and hawkerU 628 

To this brave man the Knight ropain 
For counsel in his law-afiaira; 
And found him mounted in his pew. 
With books and money placed for show, 
Like nest-egffg, to nuiie clients lay, G3S 

And for his mlse opinion pay : 
To whom the Knight, with comely grace. 
Put off his hat to put his case; 
Which he as proudly entertained 
As th' other courteously strained ; 630 

And, to assure him 'twas not that 
He lookM for, bid him put on 's hat. 

Quoth be, There is one Sidrophel, 
Whom I have cudgelled — Very welL 
And now he brags t' haXre beaten me— 63i 
Better and better still, quoth he. 
And vows to stick me to a wall. 
Where'er he meets me — Beet of all. 
'Tis true, the knave has taken 's oath 
That I robb'd him— Well done, in troth. 64t 
When h' has confessM he stole my cloak, 
And picked my fob, and what he took ; 
Which was the cause that made me bang him. 
And take my goods agfain — Marry, hang him. 
Now whether 1 should before-hand, 645 

Swear he robb'd mef — ^I understand. 
Or bring my action of conversion 
And trover for my goods ? — ^Ah, whoreson ! 
Or if 'tis better to indite. 
And bring htm to bis trial ? — Right. 655 

Prevent what he designs to do, 
And swear for th' state ai^ainst him? — True, 
Or whetlier he that is defendant 
In this case has the better end on H ; 
Who, putting in a new cross-bill, 6£9 

May traverse th' action ?->-Better stilU 
Then there's a ladv too— Aye, many, 
Thftt's easily proved «OQ«0i«ry ; 
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Contracted to me, for my spouse, 6G0 

CombinM with him to break her word, 

And has abetted all — Good Lord ! 

Sobom'd th' aforesaid Sidrophel 

To tamper with the dev^ of hell ; 

Who put m' into a horrid fear, 665 

Fear of my life — Make that appear. 

Made an assault with fiends and men 

Upon my body — Good agen. 

And kept ine m a deadly fright, 

And false imprisonment, all nifht. 67Q 

Meanwhile they robb'd me, and my horse, 

And stole my saddle — ^Worse and worse. 

And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 

T' avoid a wretcheder miscarriage. 

Sir, quoth the lawyer, not to flattM* ye, 675 
Tou have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alire to claim : 
For if th' have us'd you as you say. 
Marry, quoth I, God give you joy. 680 

I would it were my case, I'd five 
More than ni say, or you 11 oelieve. 
I would so trounce her, and her purse, 
I'd make her kneel for better or worse ; 
For matrimony and hanging here 685 

Both go by destiny so clear. 
That you as sure mav pick and choose. 
As Cross, I win ; and Pile, you lose ; 
And, if I durst, I would advance 
As much in ready maintenance, 690 

As upon any case I 've known ; 
But we that practice dare not own : 
The law severely contrabands 
Our taking bus'ness off men's hands ; 
'Tis common barratry, that bears 695 

Point-blank an action 'gainst our ears, 
And crops them till there is not leather 
To stick a pin in left of either; 
For which some do the summer-sault. 
And o'er the bar, like tumblers vault : 700 
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Bat yoa may ewear, at any rate. 

Things not in nature, for the state ; 

For in all courts of justice here, 

A witness is not said to swear, 

But make oath ; that is, in plain terms, 705 

To forge whatever he affirms. 

I thank you, (quoth the Knight) for that. 
Because 'tis to my purpose pat — 
For Justice, though she *s painted hlind, 
Is to the weaker side inclined, 710 

Like Charity ; else right and wrong 
Could never hold it out so long, 
And, like blind Fortune, with a sleight 
Coikvey men's interest and right 
From Stiles'spocket into Nokes's, 715 

As easily as Hocus Pocus ; 
Play fast and loose ; make men obnoxious. 
Ana clear again, like Hiccius Doctius. 
Then whether you would take her life, 
Or but recover "her for your wife, 7SW 

Or be content with what she has, 
And let all other matters pass, 
The business to the law 's alone, 
The proof is all it looks upon ; 
And you can want no witnesses 725 

To swear to any thing you please, 
That hardly get their mere expenses 
By th' labour of their consciences; 
Vr letting out to hire their ears 
To affidavit customers, 73(k 

At inconsiderable values, 
To serve for jury-men or tallies, 
Although retainM in th' hardest matters 
Of trustees and administrators. 

For that, quoth he, let me alone ; 735 

W have store of such, and all our own ; 
Bred up and tutor'd by our teachers, 
Tlie ablest of conscience-stretchers. 

That's well, quoth he ; but I should goess, 
By weighing all advantages, 740 

715. John a Nok«s, and John a Stiles, itfe two fletf 
tioos nameM mads use of in iUtIng cases of law oni^ 
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four ■urast way is first to pitch 

On Botkgej for a water-witch ; 

And when y have hangM the conjurer* 

T* hare time enough to deal with her. 

In th* interim, epare for no trepans 745 

To draw her neck into the bans ; 

Ply her with love-letters and billets, 

And bait *em well, for quirks and quillets, 

With trains t' inveigle and surprise 

Her heedless answers and rephes : 750 

And if she miss the mouse-trap Hues, 

They'll serve for other by-desi^ns : 

And make an artist understand 

To copy out her seal, or hand ; 

Or find void places m the paper 755 

To steal in something to entrap her ; 

TiH, with her worldly ^oods and bodjr. 

Spite of her heart, she^as endowed ye : 

Retain all sorts of witnesses, 

That ply i' th' Temple under trees ; 760 

Or walk the round, with knights o' th^ poetssi 

About the cross-leggM knights, theur hosits ; 

Or wait for customers between 

The pillar-rows in Lincoln ^s Inn ; 

Where vouchers, forgers, common-bail, 765 

And affidavit men, ne'er fail 

T' expose to sale all sorts of oaths, 

Accordinjgf to their ears and clothes, 

Their onfy necessary tools. 

Besides the Gospel and their souls : 770 

And when y' are fumish'd with all purveys 

I shall be ready at your service. . 

I would not ffive, quoth Hudibras, 
A straw to un(^rstand a case, 

74S. Boncey was a Francibcan, and lived towards the 
end of the thirteenth century, a doctor of divinirr is Ot- 
ford, and a particular acquaintance of Friar Baeon'Si 
In that ignorsMt age, every thing that seemed extraor- 
dinary was reputed magic ; and so both Bacon aad Bon- 
gey went under the imputation of studying the black art. 
Bongey alM, pubKshing a treatise of Natural Magte,eoii- 
nrmed some well meaning credukNis parale is dris 
opinion ; but it was altogether groundless ; Ibr Bong»y 

-sliosMi piovinetel of tiis Older, btteg a wmm^t 
fl»C«U«Hpwt8lMuJpi©Vy, • r- 
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WitboQttheadmlrtMeitiU 775 

To wind and manage H ait will; 

To veer, and tack, and steer a canee 

Against the weather-fage of Jaws 

And ring the changes npoa gbsqs 

As plain as noses upon faces, 780 

As yon have well infracted me 

For which you^ve earn VI (here tis) your fte. 

I long to practise year advice, 

And tiy the subtle artifice ; 

To bait a letter as vou bid ; 785 

As not long after thns he did : 

For having pamp'd up all his wil^ 

And iHUBm'd upon it, thus he writ : — 



▲N HiSVOKICAL BPISTLB OF 

HUDIBRAS TO fflS LADT. 

I WHO waeenoe as mat as OsBsar, 

Am now reducM lo Nebnchad n eeaa r ; 

And from as fiim'd a conqueror 

As ever took dei^free in war. 

Or did his exercise in battle, 5 

By you tuni'd out to grass with cattle : 

For since I am deny 'a access 

Td all my earthly happiness, 

Am fall'n from the paradise 

Of your £food graces, and fair eyes ; 10 

Lost to the world and you, Tm sent 

To everlasting bonisbment. 

Where all the hopes I had t* have won 

Your heart, b'ing dashM, will break my own. 

Tet if you wer^ not so severe 15 

To pass your doom before you hear, 
Tou'd find, upon my just defence. 
How much y' have wrong'd my innocence. 
That once I made a vow to you, 
Which yet is unperfonnM, 'tis true : 20 
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Bat not beeaoM it is unpaid, ' "*' 

Tm TioUted, tbougli dekyM ; 

Or, if it wwe, it is no &alt, 

80 beinous as yoa 'd baTB it tlKHiglit ; 

To undergo the lost of em, 95 

Like vulgar bsckney pCTJnrera : 

For time *■ a difference m the case, 

Between the noble and tbe base; 

Who always are obserrM t' hare done t 

Upon as diffisrent an account; 30 

Tne one for great and weighty^ canse, 

To sahre in honour ugly flaws ; 

For none are like to do it sooner 

Than those who are nicest of their honoor: • 

The other for base gain and pay, 35 

Forswear and perjare by tbe day ; 

And make th* ezpoanj^ and retailing 

Their souls and conscienoes a calling. 

It is no scandal, nor asperrion. 
Upon a ffreat and noble person, 40 

To sav be naturally abhorr'd 
Th' old-fashion'd trick to keep bis word ; 
Though His perfidiousness and wbrnxm 
la meaner men to do the same : 
For to be able to forget, 45 

Is found more usefulto the great, 
Than gout, or deafness, or mui eyes, 
To make 'em pass for wondrous wise. 
But though the law on perjurers 
Inflicts the forfeiture of ears, 50 

It is not just that does exempt 
The guilty, and punish th' innocent ; 
To make the ears repair the wrong 
Committed by th' ungovem'd tongue ; 
And when one memmr is forsworn, 55 

Another to be cropt or torn. 
And if yon should, as you design, 
By course of law recover mine, 
Tou 're like, if you couader right. 
To ffain but little honour by C $0 

Forhe that for bis lady's sake 

ys down his life or limbs at stake. 
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DoM sot ID ranch desenre her fkybor, 

As he that pawns his soul to have her 

This y' have acknowledgM I have done, 65 

Although you now disdain to own ; 

Bat sentence what yon rather ought 

T' esteem good senrice than a faat. 

Besides, oaths are not bound to bear 

That literal sense the words infer, 70 

But, by the practice of the age, 

Are to be judged how fkr th^engage ; 

And, where the sense by custom 's checkt^ 

Are' found void, and of none effect. 

For no man takes or keeps a vow 75 

But just as he sees others do ; 

Nor are th' obFigM to be so brittle. 

As not to yield and bow a little : 

For as best-temper'd blades are found. 

Before they break, to bend quite round, 80 

So truest oaths are still most tou^h. 

And though they bow, are breaking proof. 

Then wherefore should they not b* allow'd 

In love a greater latitude? 

For as the law of arms approves 85 

All ways to conquest, so should love's; 

And not be ty'd to true or false, 

But make that justest that prevails : 

For how can that which is above 

All empire, high and mighty love, 90 

Submit its great prerogative 

To anv other power alive? 

Shall love, that to no crown gives place. 

Become the subject of a case ? 

The fundamental law of nature, 95 

Be over-rul'd by those made after? 

Commit the censure of its cause 

To any but its own great laws ; 

Love, that 's the world's preservative, 

That keeps all souls of thmgs alive ; 100 

Controls the mighty pow'r of fate. 

And ffives mankind a longer date ; 

The fife of nature, that restores 

As fast as time and death devours ; . ^.^ 
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TowhoMfte^ffiftliiBWQirlddoaBCir*, US 

Not only earth, Dot heaven too ; 

For love *8 the only trade that '■ drnvn. 

The intereflt of state in heav^ 

Which nothing hut the eoul o€mui 

!■ capable to entertain. 110 

For whatean earth ffodnce, hot lofv. 

To represent the joye above ? 

Or who but loven can oo n y e iee, 

Like angele, by the eye-diacoofee? 

Address and oompHment by Tiskm :; 115 

Make love and eourt by intnitieD f 

And bum in amorous names as fieica 

As those celestial minislaa ? 

Then how can any thing oflfend, 

In order to so great an aadi IBO 

Or heay "n its^ a sin reseat. 

That for its own supply was meant ? 

That merits, in a kind mistake, 

A pardon for the cfience^e sake? 

Or if it did not, but the^nnse 1% 

Were left to th' injury of kiwi. 

What tyranny can disapprove 

There would be equity in love f 

For laws that are inanimate, 

And feel no sense of love or hate, 190 

That have no passion of their own. 

Nor pity to be wrought upon. 

Are onfy proper to inflict 

Revenffe on criminals as strict: 

But to naye power to forgive, 135 

Is empire and prerogative ; 

And 'tis in crowns a noUer gem 

To grant a pardon than condemn. 

Then since so lew do what they o^fat, 

Tis great t^ indulge a well-meaat fauH : 110 

113. Mete{ihyvicians aie of opinion, that angeto aad 
■oulB departed, being divested of all gross matter, under- 
stand each other's sentiments by intuition, and conae* 
quently maintain a sort of conversation without the or- 
gans of speech. 

121. In regard children are capable of heing inhaUt- 
ants of heaven, therefore it should not resent It as a 
'rime to supply store of inhabitants for it. 
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F«r why jlioiild he who made addreei, 

AH humble ways, without success, 

And met with nothing, in return, 

But insolence, affronts, and scorn. 

Not strive by wit to countermine, 145 

And bravely carry his design f 

He who was ns'd so unlike a soldier. 

Blown up with philtres of love-powder; 

And after letting blood, and purging, 

Condemned to voluntary scourging ; 150 

AiarmM with many a horrid fright. 

And clawM with goblins in the night ; 

Insulted on, reviPd, and jeer'd. 

With rude invasion of his beard ; 

And when your sez was foully scandallM, 155 

Aa foully by the rabble handled ; 

Attacked by despicable foes. 

And drubb'd with mean and vulgar blows; 

And, after all, to be debarred 

So much as standing on his guard ; 160 

When horses, being spurred and prickM, 

Have leave to kidi for being kickM P 

Or why should you, whose mother-wits 
Are fumishM with all perquisites. 
That with your breeding-teeth be^, 165 

And nursing babies, that lie in, 
B^ allowM to put all tricks upon 
Our cully sez, and we use none ? 
We, who have nothing but frail vows 
Against your stratagems t' oppose ; 170 

Or oaths more fbeble than your own. 
By which we are no less put down f 
Tou wound, like Parthians, while you fly. 
And kill with a retreating eye ; 
Retire the more, the more we press, 175 

To draw us into ambushes. 
As pirates all false colours wear 
T' intrap th' unwary mariner, 

173. Parthians are the inhabitants of a province in 
Peraia : they are excellent horsemen, and very exquisite 
at their kows ; and it is reported of tliem, that they se- 
nerally siew more on Uieir retreat than they did in we 
engagement. 

O 
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80 worneot to suvpriae us, epntA 

The borrowM fla^fs of white and red ; 160 

Display 'em tMcf er on thdr cheeks 

Than their old ^andmothers, the Picts ; 

Asd raise more devils with their looks, 

Than conjm«r*8 less subtle books; 

Lay trains of amorous intri^es, 165 

In towers, and curls, and periwigs. 

With greater art and cunning reared. 

Than rbilip Nye*s thanksgiviii^ beard. 

Preposterously t* entice and gain 

Those to adore 'em they disdain ; 190 

And only draw 'em in to clog 

With idle names a catalo^e. 

A lover is, the more he°s brave, 
'P his mistress but the more a slave. 
And whatsoever she commands, 195 

Becomes a favour from her hands ; 
Which he 's oblig'd t' obey, and must. 
Whether it be unjust or just. 
Then when he is qompelrd by her 
T' adventures he would else forbear, 5X)0 

Who with his honour can withstand, 
Since force is greater than command ? 
And when necessity 's obey'd. 
Nothing can be unjust or oad : 
And therefore when the mighty pow*i« 909 
Of love, our great idly and yours, 
JoinM forces not to be withstood 
Bv frail enamoured flesh and blood, 
All I have done, unjust or ill. 
Was in obedience to your wUl ; 310 

' And all the bhune that can be due. 
Falls to your crueltv, and you. 
Kor are those sca n dal s I confi^ 
Affainst my will and interest. 
More than is daily done of course 315 

By all men, when they're under force : 
whence some, upon the rack, confess 
What th' hangman and their proB^t«rs please ; 

188. One oftheagwrobly of divines, venriwaailBiAis 
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But are no sooaer out of pain, 

Than tbej deny it aH ag&m. 2S0 

But when the den) tnims confessor. 

Truth is a crime he takes iv> pleasure 

To hear, or pardon, like the founder 

Of liars, whom thej all clakn under ; 

And thereftve when I told htm neiw, 5295 

I think it waa the wiser done. 

Nor am I without precedent. 

The first that on th' adventure went : 

All mankind ever did c^ course. 

And daily does the same, or worse. 930 

For what romance can shew a lover, 

That had a lady to reeover. 

And did not steer a nearer course. 

To fall aboard in his asMurs? 

And what at first was bM a crime, St35 

Has tumM to honourable in time. 

To what a height did in&nt Rome, 
By ravishing of women, come ! 
What men upon tlnMr spouses seized. 
And freely manyM where they pleased, S40 
They ne V forswore themselves, ner ly'd. 
Nor, in the miad they were in, dvM ; 
Nor took the pains t^ address and sue, 
Nor playM the masquerade to woo : 
DisdainM to akay for fnends' ooneents, S4S 
Nor juggled about settlemeats ; 
Did need no licence, nor no priest. 
Nor fiiends, nor kindred, to adisst ; 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 
In th' holy state of matrimony, S50 

Before they settled hands and hearts. 
Till alimony or death them parte : 

S37. When BMMihis had butlt Rome, he made it an 
asylum, or place of refuge, (m ait malefactors, aad otbera 
obnoxious to tbe laws, to retire to, hy which means it 
soon carae to he very populous ; but when he began to 
consider, that, wHhout propagation, it would soon be 
destitute of iababitants, be invented several fine shows, 
and invited the yoang IBaWne woBMn,then neighbours to 
them ; and when they had them secure, they ravished 
them I ham whence proceeded so numerou&an offiipring. 

3S2. Alimony is an allowance that the law sives tbe 
woman for her separate maintenance upon living from 
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Nor would endure to star until 
Th' had got the yery bride's good wiU ; 
Bat took a wise and shorter coarse 255 

To win the ladies, downright force ; 
And justly made 'em prisoners then. 
As they liaye, often since, us men, 
With acting plays, and dancing jigs, 
The luckiest of all loye's intrigues ; 5260 

' And when they had them at their pleasure. 
Then talk'd of loye and flames at leisure ; 
For after matrimony's over. 
He that holds out but half a lover, 
Deserves for ev'ry minute more 365 

Than half a year of love before ; 
For which the dames, in contemplation 
Of that best way of triplication, 
Prov'd nobler wives than e'er were known 
By suit or treaty to be won ; 370 

And such as all posterity 
Could never equal, nor come nigh. 

For women first were made for men. 
Not men for them.— It follows, then. 
That men have right to ev'ry one, ^ 5^5 
And they no freedom of .theu* own : 
And therefore men have pow'r to choose, 
But they no charter to reflise. 
Hence 'tis apparent that, what course 
Soe'er we take to your amours, 280 

Though by the indirectest way, 
'Tis no injustice, nor foul play ; 
And that you ou^ht to take that course,' 
As we take vou, for better or worse ; 
And gratefully submit to those 5285 

Who you, before another, chose. 
For why should ev'ry savage beast 
Exceed his great lord's interest ? 
Have freer pow'r than he in grace. 
And nature, o'er the creature has ? 290 

Because the laws he since has made 
Have cut off all the pow'r he had ; 

ISL«/£""1- That and death aw leckoBSi the onto 
■eparaUons in a married state. ^^ 
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Retrencfa'd the absolute dominion 

That nature gave him over women ; 

When all his pow*r will not extend 295 

One law of nature to suspend; 

And but to offer to repeal 

The smallest clause, is to rebel. - 

This, if men rightly understood 

Their privilege, they would make good ; 300 

And not, like sots, permit their wives 

T' encroach on their prerogatives ; 

For which sin they deserve to be 

Kept as they are, in slavenr : 

And this some precious gined teachers, 303 

Unrev^rently reputed leachers, 

And disobeyed in making love, 

Have vowM to all the world to prove, 

And make ye suffer, as you ought. 

For that uncharitable fau't. 310 

But I forget myself^ and rove 

Beyond th' instructions of my love. 

Forgive me (Fair) and only blame 
Th' extravagancy of my flame, 
Since 'tis too much at once to shew 315 

Excess of love and temper too. 
All I have said that 's bad and true, 
Was never meant to aim at you, 
Who have so sovVeign a control 
O'er that poor slave of yours, my soul, 320 
That, rather than to forfeit you. 
Has ventured loss of heaven too ; 
Both with an equal pow'r possest. 
To render all that serve you blest; 
But none Uke him, who^s destined either 325 
To have or lose you both together ; 
And if you 'II but this fault release 
(For so it must be, since you please) 
1 11 pay down all that vow, and more, 
Which you commanded, and I swore, 330 

And expiate upon mv skin 
Th' arrears in full of all my dn : 
For tis but just that I should pay 
Th' accruing penance for delay ; 
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Whidi shall be done, until it more 33| 

Tour equal pity and your love. 

The Knifht perusing this Epiftle, 
BelievM h'liad brought her to his whistle. 
And read it like a jocund lover, 
With great applause, t' himself, twice oyer; 340 
Subscribe his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance, to his wit ; i 

And dated it with wondrous art, 
Giv^n fiom the bottom of his heart ; 
Then sealM it with his coat of love, 345 

A smoking fagot — and above. 
Upon a si^oll — ^I bum, and weep ; 
And near it — For her Ladyship, 
Of all her sex most excellent. 
These to her gentle hands present : 250 

Then save it to his faithful Squire, 
With feesons how t' observe and eye faer« 

She first consider^ which was l>etter, 
To send it back, or bum the letter : 
But guessing that it might import, 355 

Though noming else, at least her sport, 
She openM H, and read it out. 
With many a smile and leering flout ; 
ResolvM to answer it in kind. 
And thus perform^ what she designM. 300 



THE LADrS ANSWER 

TO 

THE KNIGHT. 

That you Ve a beast, and turaM to grassii 
Is no strange news, nor ever was. 
At least to me, who once, you know. 
Did from the pound replevin you. 
When both your sword and spurs were won 5 
''ombat by an Amazon : 
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That fword, that did Qjke Fate) detetmine 

Th* inefitable death of Termin, 

And never dealt its furious blows, 

But cut the throats of pigs and cows, IQ 

B^ TruUa was, in single fight, 

iMsarm'd and wrested from its Knight ; 

Your heels degraded of your spurs. 

And in the stcK^ks close prisoners ; 

Where still they'd lain, in base restnunt, 15 

If I, in pity of your complaint. 

Had not, on honourable conditions, 

Released 'em from the worst of prisons; 

And what return that favour met 

You cannot (though you would) forset ; 20 

When, being free, you strove t' evade 

The oaths you had in prison made ; 

Forswore yourself, and first denyM it. 

But afler own'd and justifyM it ; 

And when y* had falsely broke one vow, 25 

Absolve yourself by breakin? two : 

For while you sneaKingly submit, 

And beg for pardon at our feet, 

Discouraf 'd by your ffuilty fears. 

To hope For quarter for your ears, 30 

And doubting 'twas in vain to sue. 

You claim us boldly as your due ; 

Declare that treachery and force. 

To deal with us, is th' only course ; 

We have no title nor pretence 35 

To body, soul, or conscience ; 

But ought to fall to that man's share 

That claims us for his proper ware. 

These are the motives which, t' induce 

Or fright us into love, you use ; 40 

A pretty new way of ealianting, 

Between soliciting and ranting ; 

Like sturdy beggars, that entreat 

For charity at once, and threat ! 

But since you undertake to prove 45 

Your own proprietv in love. 

As if we were but lawful prize 

In war between two enemies, 
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Or forftitures, which er V lover, 

That would but sue for, might reooyer, 50 

It is not hard to understand 

The mystery of this bold demand. 

That cannot at our persons aim. 

But something capable of claim. 

'Tis not those paltry counterfeit 55 

French stones, which in our eyes you set. 
But our right diamonds, that mspire 
And set your amVous hearts on fire : 
Nor can those false St Martinis beads, 
Which on our lips you lay for reds, 60 

And make us wear, like Indian dames, 
Add fuel to your scorching flames. 
But those true rubies of the rock. 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 
'TIS not those orient pearls, our teeth, 65 

That you are so transported with ; 
But those^we wear about our necks. 
Produce those amorous effects. 
Nor is 't those tlireads of gold, our hair. 
The periwigs you make us wear ; 70 

But tnose bright guineas in our chests. 
That lijght the wild-fire in your breasts. 
These love-tricks I 've been vers'd m so. 
That all their sly intri^es I know, 
And can unriddle, by Uieir tones, 75 

Their mystic cabals and jargons ; 
Can tell what passions, by Uieur sounds. 
Pine for the beauties of my grounds; 
What raptures fond and amorous 
O^ th' charms and graces of my house ; 80 
What ecstasy and scorching flame 
Bums for my money m my name ; 
What from th* unnatural desire 
To beasts and cattle takes its fire ; 
What tender sigh, and trickling tear, 85 

Longs for a thousand pounds a year ; 
And languishing transports are fond 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, and bond. 

These are th' attracts which most men AJU 
Enamoured, at first sight, withal i 90 

Digitized by Google 



TDTH£KmCHT. »l 

To these th* addran with flerenedeii 

And court with ba&i and mcisquenides ; 

And yet, for all the jeaming pain 

T' have aofferM for their loves in vain, 

I fear they ^11 prove so niee and coy 95 

To have, and t' hold, and to enjoy. 

That all yonr oaths and laboor lost, 

They 11 ne^er torn ladies of the poet. 

This is not meant to disapprove 

Tour judgment in your choice of love ; 100 

Which is so wise the greatest part 

Of mankind study 't as an art ; 

For love should, like a deodand. 

Still fall to th' owner of the land ; 

And where there 's substance for its ground, 105 

Cannot but be more firm and sountl 

Than that which has the slightest basis 

Of airy virtue, wit, and ffraces ; 

Which is of such thin suDtlety, 

It steels and creeps in at the €yB, 110 

And, as it can^ endure to stay. 

Steals out again aa nice a way. 

But love, that its extraction owm 
From solid gold and precious stonea, 
Must, like its shining parents, prove 114 

As solid, aad as glorious love. 
Hence 'tis you mtc no way t' express 
CXir charms and graces but by these : 
For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth, 
Which beauty invades and conquers with, 120 
But rubies, pearls, and diamonds^ 
With which a philter love commands ? 

This is the way all parents prove, 
In managing thenr ehudren's wre. 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed, 125 
As if th' were burying of tlie dead ; 
Cast earth to eartn, as in the grave, 
To loin in wedlock aU they have, 
Ana, when the settlement 's in force. 
Take all the rest for better or worse : 130 

For money has a power above 
The stars and fate to manage Iot& 
2 
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Whole arrowf, learned poets hold, 

That never miss, are tippM with fold. 

And thouffh some saj the parents^ clainif 135 

To makeloye in their children's namesi 

Who many times at once provide 

The nurse, the husband, and the bride, f 

Feel darts and charms, attracts and flames, 

And woo and contract in their names, 140 

And, as they christen, use to marry 'eniy 

And, like their gosnps, answer for 'em; 

Is not to give in matrimony. 

But sell and prostitute for money ; 

Tis better than their own betrothing^, 145 

Who often do 't for worse than notmng ; 

And when th' are at their own dispose. 

With greater disadvantage choose. 

All this is right ; but for the course 

Tou take to do 't, by fraud or force, 150 

'TIS so ridiculous, as soon 

As told, tis never to be done. 

No more than setters can betray, 

That tell what tricks they are to play. 

Marriage, at best, is but a vow, 155 

Which all men either break or bow : 

Then what will those forbear to do. 

Who perjure when they do but woo ? 

Such as beforcrhand swear and lie, 

For earnest to their treachery, 160 

And, rather than a crime confess, 

With mater strive to make it less? 

Like mieves, who, after sentence past. 

Maintain their innocence to the last ; 

And when their crimes were made appear 165 

As plain as witnesses can swear, 

Tet, when the wretches borne to die, 

Will take upon their death a lie. 

133. The poets feign Cupid to have two sorts of ar- 
rows ; the one tipped with gold, and the other with lead. 
The golden always inspire and inflame love In the per. 
sons ne wounds with them ; but, on the contrary, the 
leaden create ibe utmost aversion and hatred. With 
the first of these he shot Apollo, and with the other 
Daphne, according to Ovid. 
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Nor are the virtaes yon confeit'd 

T' yoar ghostly father, as you guessed, 170 

So slight as to* be justiiyM 

By being as shamefully denyM ; 

As if you thought your wora would pass 

Point-blank, on both sides of a case ; 

Or credit were not to be lost 175 

B* a brave Knight-Errant of the Post, 

That eats perfidiously his word. 

And swears his ears through a two-inch board ; 

Can own the same thing, and disovm. 

And perjure booty, pro and con; 180 

<!!an make the Gospel serve his turn, 

And help him out, to be forsworn ; 

When 'tis lai^i hands upon, and kist. 

To be betravM and sold, like Christ. 

These are the virtues in whose name 185 

A right to all the world you claim, 

And boldly challenge a dominion, 

k grace and nature, o'er all women ; 

Of whom no less will satisfy 

Than all the sex your tyranny. 190 

Although you '11 find it a hard province. 

With lul your crafly frauds and covins. 

To govern such a numerous crew, 

Who, one by one, now govern you ; 

For if you dl were Solomons, 195 

And wise and great as he was once, 

Tou 11 find they 're able to subdue 

(As they did him) and baffle you. 

And if you are impos'd upon, 
'TIS by your own temptation done, 200 

That with your ignorance invite. 
And teach us how to use the slight; 
For when we find y' are still more taken 
With false attracts of our own making. 
Swear that 's a rose, and that a stone, 205 

Like sots, to us that laid it on. 
And what we did but slightly prime, 
Most ignorantly daub in rhyme. 
You force us, in our own defences, 
To copy beams and influepceii ; 
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To lay perfectioM on the graces, 
And draw attracts i 



I upon our faces. 
And, in compliance to your wit. 
Your own false jjewels counterfeit : 
For by tbc practice of those arts SUS 

We gain a greater share of hearts ; 
And those aeserre in reason most. 
That greatest pains and study cost : 
For great perfections are, like heaven, 
Too rich a present to be given. 230 

Nor are these master-strokes of beauty 
To be performed without hard duty. 
Which, when they 're nobly done and well> 
The simple natural excel. 
How 0ur and sweet the planted rose 995 

Beyond the wild in hedges grows I 
For without art the nobtost seeds 
Of flow'rs deffen'rate into weeds. 
How dull and rugged, ere 'tis srouad 
And polish'd looks a diamond! 230 

Though Paradise were e'er so fiur, 
It was not kept sc without care. 
The whole world, without art and dreo^ 
Would be but one great wilderness ; 
And mankind but a savage herd, 235 

For all that nature has CMiferr'd : 
This does but rough-hew, and design; 
Leaves art to poltsh and refine. 
Though women .first were made for msot 
Yet men were made for them agen ;. 240 

For when (outwitted by his wife) 
Man first tum'd tenant but for life. 
If women had not interven'd. 
How soon had mankind had an end ! 
And that it is in being yet, 245 

To us alone you are in debt 
And where 's your liberty of choice, 
Aiid our unnatural no voice f 
Since all the privilege you boast, 
And falsely usurp'd, or vainly lost, 250 

Is now our right; to whose creatioa 
V-" f)we your happy restoration s 
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And if we liad not wei^ty cause 

To not appear, in making laws, 

W& could, in spite of all your tricks, 255 

And shallow, formal pdilics, 

Force you our managements f obey, 

As we to yours (in show) give way. ^ 

Hence \is that, while you vainly strive 

T' advance your hiffh prerogative, 260 

Tou basely, after afl your braves, 

Submit, and own yoursdves our slaves ; 

And 'cause we do not make it known, 

Nor publicly our intVest own. 

Like sots, suppose we have no shares 265 

In ordering you and your afiairs. 

When all your empire and command 

Tou have from us at second hand ; 

As if a pilot, that appears 

To sit still only while he steers, 270 

And does not make a noise and stir, 

Like ev'ry common mariner. 

Knew nothing of the card, nor star, 

And (fid not ^guide the man-of-war ; 

Nor we, because we don^ appear 275 

In councils, do not govern there ; 

While, like the mighty Piester John, 

Whose person none dares look upon, 

But is preserved in dose disguise, ' 

From being made cheap to vulgar eyes, 280 

W* enjoy as large a powV unseen, 

To firovem him, as he does men ; 

Anain the right of our Pope Joan, 

Make emptors at our feet fall down : 

Or Joan de PucePs braver name, ^ 285 

Our right to arms and conduct claim ; 

377. Prester Jolin,an absolute prince, emperor of Abys' 
sinia or Ethiopia. One of them Is reported to have had 
seventy kings for his va88als,and so superb and arrogant, 
that none durst look upon him without his permission. 

285. Joan of Arc,caIIed also the Pucelle.or Maid of Or- 
leans. She was Imrn at the town of Damreml, on the 
Meuse, daughter of James de Arc, and Isabella Bomee; 
and was bred up a shepherdess in the country. At the ago 
of eighteen or twenty she pretended to an express com- 
mission from God to go to the relief of Orleans, iht^ 
sieged by the English, and defended by John Oobt 
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Who, thoagh a qMmtflr, jet WM •bto 
To lonre ranee for a Grand Constable. 

We make and execute aU laws, 
Can judge the judges and the canse ; 890 

Prescribe all rules of riff hi and wrong 
To th' long robe, and the longer tongue, 
'Qainst wwch the world has no defence. 
But our more powerful eloquence. 
We manage things of greatest weight 295 
In all the world^s affiurs of state ; 
Are ministers of war and peace. 
That sway all nations how we please. 
We rule ail churches and their flocks. 
Heretical and orthodox ; 300 

And are the heavenly vehicles 
O* th* spirits in all conventicles. 
By us is all commerce and trade 
Improved, and managed, and decayM ; 
For nothW can^ooffso well, 305 

Nor bears £at pncoi as what we sell. 
We rule in ev'iy public meeting, 
And make men do what we judge fitting ; 
Are magistrates in all great towns, 
Where men do nothing but wear gowns. 310 
We make the man-of-war strike sail, 
And to our braver conduct veil, 
And, when h' has chased his enemies. 
Submit to us upon his knees. 

Dennis, and almost reduced to the last extremltf . She 
went to the coronation of Chariea the Seventh, when be 
was almost ruined. She knew that prince in the midst 
of tiis nobles, tlKMigh meanly habited. The doctors of 
divinity , and meml>er8ofparliamentopenly declared that 
there was something supernatural in her conduct. She 
sent for a 8word,which lay in the tomb of a knigbt.whkh 
was behind the great altar of the church of St Katliarins 
de Forbois, upon the blade of which the cross and flower- 
de-luces were engraven, which put the king in a very 
great surprise, in regard none t>e8ide8 himself knew of it. 
Tpon this he sent her with the command of some troops, 
with which she relieved Orleans, and drove the English 
from it, defeated Talbot at the baule of Pattai, and re- 
covered Champagne. At last she was unfortunately 
taken prisoner in a sally aT Champagne in 1430, and 
^ for A witch or sorceress, condemned, and burnt in 
market-place in May, 1430. 
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Ii there an officer of state 315 

Untimely rais'd, or magistrate, 

That 's haui^hty and imperious? 

He 's but a journeyman to us. 

That, as he gives us cause to do 't, 

Can keep him in, or turn him out. 320 

We are your guardians, that increase 
Or waste your fortunes how we please ; 
And as you humour us can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

Tis we that can dispone, alone, 336 

Whether your heirs shall be your own, 
To whose integrity you must, 
In spite of all your caution, trust ; 
And, less you fly beyond the seas. 
Can fit you with what heirs we please ; 330 
And force you t' own 'em, though begotten 
By French yalets, or Irish footmen. 
Nor can the rigoroursest course 
Prevail, unless to make us worse ; 
Who still, the harsher we are us'd, 335 

Are farther off from b'ing reduced. 
And scorn t^ abate, for any ills. 
The least punctilios of our wills. 
Force does but whet our wits t' apply 
Arts, bom with us for remedy ; 340 

Which all your politics, as yet. 
Have ne'er been able to defeat ; 
For when y' have try'd all sorts of ways, 
What fools d' we make of you in plays ! 
While all the favours we anord, 345 

Are but to girt you with the sword, 
To fight our battles in our steads. 
And nave your brains beat out o' your heads ; 
Encounter, in despite of nature. 
And fkght at once with fire and water, 350 
With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas. 
Our pride and vanity t' appease ; 
Kill one another, and cut throats. 
For our good graces, and best thoughts ; 
To do your exercise for honour, 355 

And have your brains beat out the sooner; 
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Or cracked, as learnddff , upon 

Things that are ireTer to be known ; 

And still appear the more industrious, 

The more your projects are prepostVoas; 960 

To square the circle of the arts. 

And run stark mad to shew joor piuts ; 

Expound the oracle of laws, 

And turn them which way we see cause ; 

Be our solicitors and agents, 365 

And stand for us in all engagements. 

And these are all the mighty powers 
You vainly boast to cry down ours. 
And what in real valuers wanting, 
Supply with Tapouring and rantmg ; 370 

Because yourselves are terrify M, 
And stoop to one another^s pride, 
Believe we have as little wit 
To be out-hector*d, and submit: 
By your example, lose that right 375 

In treaties which we gainM in fight ; 
And, terrifyM into an awe, 
Pass on ourselves a Salique law ; 
Or, as some nations use, give place, 
And truckle to your migh^ race ; 360 

Lei men usurp th^ unjust dfominion, 
As if they were the better women. 

378. The SaUqae Isw b a law hi FnoMS^ wiisi e bf 1| 
Is enscitd iliat no linnlt ihall fattiwit tbat ciow» 
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Descent • • • ID. vn 

Polemic qtial it iea, dec. ^^ ^ 

Assists ill the bear's relief • • • • • S iT2 

Reply to Trulla'a speech on that occasion . . 69 119 
His answer to Oram's speech on the distreM of hii 

bear ..••■•••• ** *•* 

Presses to the relief of Magnano • • * * SS ^ 
Disarms Hudibras . . ^ . . * • '¥55 
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Cheating and being cheated, the pleasure of it • 146 I 
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Chymisiry, a certain experiment of It . . . Ill 125 
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Commcnwealthresty to the rider •*••'• .^2 

Mythologically conipared to a rump . • . |w IW" 

roujurers, iheir various ways of practice p. 182 1. 699 to 640 

Court of Conscience ought to assist U^'elf . • t^ ^ 
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His misfortune in a prize of his profession ••«[£?? 
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Led in triumph by Hudibras SI JisS 
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Crow», birds of cTilomca. . • • . • M» wi 
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PifttLiM 

Cucking-stool, the cavaLcftde of it compared to ftn 

ovation 142 781 

DISPUTANTS compared and eipoeed . . .134 I 
Disputes, how resolved at last . , . . , 186 481 
DiTinity, niceties therein exposed . . < . 13 103 
Diurnals (news-papers) an expedient to lessen the 

price of whetstones lOQ 57 

Dm ids borrow money to be repaid in the next world 172 975 

EARS the poles on which heads turn , . .243 815 

Injustice of cropping them for perjury . . 2S6 49 

Echo described 71 189 

Epistle from Hudibras to Sidrophel, from p. 178 to 181 
Trom Hudibras to his Lady from p. 285 to 294 

Subscription, date, seal, and direction . . . 294 341 
Her answer .... from p. 294 to 304 

Evening: described ^' . 123 SOS 

Excommunication a distress on soul and body . 221 1921 
FAME described ........ 102 45 

Good and evil fame distmgnished .... 103 69 

Fear, the effects of it - p. 266 1. U. p. 267. L 65. 270 171 
Too much and too little, equal .... 266 27 

Fools found like woodcocks ..... 180 80 

Their stubbornnege compared .... 235 481 

Fortune of war 5f ^,1 

Her old wont 78 515 

A case out of her reach 81 8T7 

GRACE and virtue too near akin to he coupled , 214 12S3 

HALTER, rise from thence the highest ... 255 1307 

Hanging, a description of it . . . . .243 S95 

Goes with matrimony by destiny , . . . !^ 685 

No chance in it ^h. 687 

Heralds, their power in pedigree , . . . 164 669 

Heroes, their trade i* SI 

Their reverse , . ; . . . . • '°* S5 

Heroines, a digression against them . . . 45 879 

Honour, how attained . . . . _ . • El ?i^ 

Different efTects of sword and cudgel on it . , 67 809 

A definition of it ,9* 10^3 

Hurt past cure , 106 21o 

Easting no blemish .... . . ib. 217 

Flies if cracked 134 38S 

Lord's oaths , !^ I®? 

Commoner's huffs . . ., • • - • ??* S^i 

Compared ' , . . . ib. S93 

Where lodged .„. 174 1067 

HUDIBBAS (Sir S L , p. 34. 1. 904.)-Hifl pohtic cha- 
racter, p. 7. 1. 15.— Languages, p. 8 1. 51.— Logic, p. 9. 1. 65.— 
Rhetoric, ib. 1. 81.— Oratory, p. 10. i. 91.— Matliematics. p. 11, 
1. 119.— Philosophy and metaphysics, ib. 1. 127.— School-learn- 
ing, p. 12. 1. 151.— Religion, p. 14. 1. 189.— His personal cha- 
racter—His beard, p. 16. 1. 211.— Back, p. 17. !. 287:— Belly, ib. 
1. 296.— His equipage— His doublet, p. 18. 1. 305.— Breeches, ib. 
i. 309.— Sword, p. 19. L 351.— Scabbard, ib. 1, 363.— Dagger, ib. 
L 375.— Pistole, p. 20. I. 391.— His activity in mounting, ih. 1. 
405.— His horse described, p. 21.1. 423. p. 35. 1. 921.— His 
aquire, p. 211. 457. (See Ralpho.)— Is compared with Ralpho, 
p. 26. 1. 625.— Adveuture of the bear -baiting, p. 2d. 1. 677.— 
Speech thereon to Ralpho, p. 29. 1. 714.- The conversation 
continued aud applied to synods, to I. 916.— Conduct before 
the first action, p. 37. L 71.— His speech to the enemy, p. 49. 1. 
49J.— Charge and demand of the fiddler, p. 53. 1. 661.— Reply 
to Taleol'8 answer, p. 55. 1. 741.- Attacks him, p. 56. 1. 775.— 
Lead.s Crowdero in triumph, p. 64. l 1123.— Puts him in the 
•tocks, p. 65, 1. 1165.— Pangs for his mistress, p. 73. L 909.— 
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Ber qualities, p. 94. 1. ffil—Rcsolution to re-attack her, p. 75. 
! 371. --Soliloquy thereon, ib. 1. 381 .—Speech to Ralpho before 
the second action, p. 77. 1. 453.— Invokes his mistrep, p. 78. I. 
477.— Conduct rn disposing the battle, ib. 1. 481.— In advanc- 
inff, ib. 1. 501.— Fatality in getting and losing advantages, ib. 
1. I2fl.— De'sponding answer to Ralpho, p. 80. 1. 58o.— Re-al- 
tempt, p. 821 1. 655.- Welcome to asupposed victory y). S3. I. 
$86.-^peechto Ralpho thereon, ib. I. 724.-Repty to lffalpho'3 
answer, p. 84. 1. 757:-Is defeated by Trulla, p. 85. 1. m-An- 
ftwer to her harangue thereon, ib. h 795. -Ill luck and defeat 
in a second trial with her, p. 86. 1, 835.-An3wer to her msult- 
Sg him, p. 87. 1. 869.--To'her reply, p. 88. 1. 897 -Sun-enders 
prisoner to her, ib. 1. 915.-Led in triumph, p. 89. 1. S61.-Put 
nitUciilocks, p, 90. I. 1001.— Consoles lumeelf. p. 91. 1. 1009.— 
Answer to Rafpho'srepiy thereto, p. 92. 1. 107^.-The conver- 
iatioo continued on prcsbytry, synods, presbyters, lay -ci- 
ders, &c. to I. 1:382.— Bdiaviour on receiving his mistress's 
visit there, p. 103. 1. 101.— Address to her, p. 104. 1. 141. -An- 
BWer to his mistress's reply, p. 105. I. 16I.-The conversatioa 
continued on the fortune of war, pain, honour, valour,, love, 
and whipping, to 1. 895.-Swears to whip himself as cnjomcd 
by her, p.Tss. 1. 896.— Advises and debates with Ralpho how 
to avoid both whipping and oath, p. 126. I. 55 to 540^Ha3 
judgment to be whipped by proxy, p. 13o. 1. 437.-Malres 
SaTpUo his proxy, p. 135.1. 441.-Debateof it on refusal con - 
tinned, to 1. 560.-Advemure of the ridmg, p. 138, I. 565,— 
Compared to a Roman triumph, p. HO. I. 665.~Keply to 
Kalp^io's dissent, p. 142, 1. 713.-Advances to attack the lead- 
er, p. 143, 1.753.--f3 attacked himself, p. 144, 1.S15.— Flies the 
fieH, p. 145. 1. 835.-Hta consolatory discourse on the occa- 
sion, ib. U 849.-Resolution to swear he has penance perform- 
ed, p. 14S. 1. 8S5.-ExpostuIation thereon, p. 148. 1., 59.--IS ad- 
<?^» 1'- t*Jf'A^^..l,^ .^ ^^..c-iin- Si/rnnhr . the Running- man. in 



Reply to Sidrophel'B artful return, ib. I. 5j3.-Reply to his 
telfing him the occasion of his coming, p. 161, l- 563.— Op- 
Doses astrology, its professors, practices, &c. fi^om ib. 1, 56». 
to p. m. I. 976!-Falll8 out witb Sidrophel, and d^patches 
Ralpho for a constable, p. 173.1. lOlS.-Disarms and defeats 
him, and wounds Whachum, p. 174, 1, 1057.-Speech to the 
v^quished, ib. I, 1071,-Plunaers Sidrophel, p. 17a. i- 1085.- 
The booty, ib. 1, I088.-Resolves to rnarc> off, and lurch 
Ralpho, p, 176. 1. lU9.-Spced and activity in the execution, 
D, 73. i. I133.-Epislle to Sidrophel. p, 178.-Experience m 
love affairs, p. 18*.;, 1. 31. -Relapse and resolution to attack bs 
mistress, ib, 1. 37.-Arrives at her house, p. 185. 1. 150— Ad- 
dress to her. ib. I. 163.-I>ialogue between him and her, on 
Lsuring her of the Performance of^tti,&c-co»tniued to 1. 
536.— Claims her promise of marrralge. p. 195. 1- ^9.--l he 
SLarpents_an<comforts_of,itjleba^^^^^^^ 



STffrr^.--irfrightened, and brought to confession, 
p. lis. i: 1053. to p. 214. 1 I310.-Upbraided with his past con- 
fluct &c. i). 215.1. 1339.-Dialogue9 it with Ralpho as a spirit 
S^th'e same subject, from p. 216. 1. MOO^o.p. 220. L 1556.-Is 
Carried ofT by h.m, p. 225. I. 1571.-r«peed m escaping, ib, 1: 
1^.--Dia logue between him and Ralpho on the discovery of 
each other, p. 268. 1. 103.-Auswer to Ralphp's advice, p. 278. 
1 517.-R^ol ves to sue her promise, p. 279. 1. 567.-0 haracer, 
&c. of his lawyer, ib. I. 577.— Address to him, p. 281. 1. 621.— 
Hia case, with responses, p.281.1.f3.--The^wye)t^90P;U^^^ 
p. 282. 1. 675.— Debated with his adfice, p. 384. 1. 778.— EpMie 
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Bypocrifly described 813 U2i 

T^eeffecuof it 218 1SS0 

A church improTcment ...... 850 USB 

n>US and Cakodc. quarter days . . • . 170 tlT 

Jealousy the clap of the mtnd 190 101 

Impostera when past their labour . . . . 181 121 

Impudence a claim to CTery thin^ . . . , 180 HI9 
Indepeudent, differmce between him and preaby^ 

teriao . .~ 8S8 49 

Post in reformations and qualillcationi » .825 111 

ludesendency described 888 608 

luteUiffible world described 182 289 

Inward light, its adrantages orer astrology . • 86 fflS 

A mark of those that hare it 196 481 

Inward and outward noan, their opposition to eadi 

other 128 77 

Jurtes, their skin in p^mi^ry 177 1167 

Justice, a defect of it 66 1173 

A New England instance of justice . . . 184 409 

laOKoUh'a not painful 106 806 

Artists in distinguishing the materials of kicking 

and cudgellmg 106 881 

Brrrhus, his use of kicking . . . . . 107 287 

urtfiil to honour 174 1069 

Knights-errant and their horses' prirlleges, and ad- 
dress in encounters 878 817 

Knight-errantry, an error therein exploded . . 18 887 

LA W Vers no disputants on their profession . 876 480 

Exempt from interlopers 2T7 496 

Women's tongues only exceed theirs . . .808 891 
Lawyer— Hudioras's lawjer, his character, quali- 
fications, and pracuce 879 ffH 

Lay-elders, their character ..... 66 1381 

Learning opposed to gifts and light, what . . 99 1839 

Lorality, its character 877 178 

Fate of its confessors 85B 1801 

Love, a sure shaft of it ...... 78 809 

More restless than bangs or fleas . . • . 76 401 

Secresy in loTC dilated on . . . . . Ill 416 

Characterised ib. 417 

Its readiest remedies 117 6a 

Rosemary, its use in lore ..... 188 847 

Whipping, advantages and ezamptei of it . .lb. 845 

Love, a Pythagorean 197 Ml, 

Hot and cold fits of it 196 668 

The prevailing way, the Justest in it • • . 887 86 

. Its empire and prerogative Ib JB9 

Love, interest of state m heaven • • . . 908 107 
OflTences pardonable here . . , * •lb.119 

Ou^t not to be punished by human laws • • ib. 186 

Land its firmest basis 897 104 

Why charms expressed bT gold and jewels. . ib. lis 

The power of money in it ib. 181 

Love passions compared and explained . • 118 441 
Wealth the top moUve, p. 118. L 458. p. 118. L 47& 

p. 896. 1.65. 

Hangbg or drowning the surest proof. • • 118 481 

A pttsipnatepoeUcal address . . . . 116 861 

. . Ridiculed 116 ai 

U« greedily swallowed ..«•.. M8 Wl 
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itJUeoffbefiwoIty iS 

NO (the tinker) • 44 

—Jit fb. 

II in the bladE art ib. 

. • ^ 45 

Am» , ........ ib. 

Annour .•....••• ib. 

SeeTmlla. 

His policy to reliere Tal^l and Colon . • • S? 
Haljergeon wounded ...... 79 

Assists in Trulla's Triumph 90 

Releases Crowdero from the stockfl . ■ . ib. 

llarrjai^ not made in heaven 195 

No improvements of love , . . . • ib. 
A beast that tires ....... ib. 

Bargain at a venture 196 

A vow broken or bent ...... 297 

Ring in matrimony useless 230 

Goes with matrimony by destiny .... 2S2 

No chance in it ib. 

Merit to a half lover after it .... . 298 

Men, their natural right over womankind . . fb. 

Advantagfs on the woman's side .... 302 

Money, last reason of all tbings .... 256 

Use in ca^tin^ knaves ib. 

Power in love ........ 297 

Moon, the new discoveries in it .... * 165 

Advantages thereby in trade, politics, ecience, re- 
liiion,&c. questionable ..... 166 

Setting, &c. described ...... 214 

NEW LIGHT described . . . . . ,23 

Derived 166 

OATHS, how obliging 129 

Criminal in the maker ....** 131 
Oaths, of no force till broken . . . . ib. 

Broken by the imposter 183 

Doubtful security 186 

The truest, toughest 287 

Obedience, the less the better 238 

Oliver, his death and apotheosis .... 228 
Orsin (the bearward,) p. 39. 1. U7.— His descent, p. 41. 1 
—Skill in medicine, ib. 1. 223.— Famed for pitched I 
■why, p. 70. 1. ni.—Grief for his bear's distress, ib. J 
—Soliloquy thereon, p. 71. 1. 190.— Harangues his pari 
72. 1. 248-- Attacks Ralpho, p. 78. 1.491.— Re-attacks hii 
gl. I. 626.— Rescues Ccrdon, but unfortunately, p. 
674.— Assists in TruUa's triumph, p. 8S. 1. 965. 
Owl in Rome, the occasion of a lustration . . 165 

PAIN, stoically described 105 

Paper-kite, and lantern described . . . . Iff7 

philosophical consolations 90 

Presbyterian, the true church militant ... 14 

presbyter described 94 

Difference between him and independents . ,233 

Power of the keys 244 

Presbytery defined ,99 

Providence directed, prescribed, and proposed to 51 
Public faith, plate and preaching mlsapphed . . so 
aUAKERS, their gospel . . . . . .130 

Compared , , lb. 

HALPHO, his name, p. 21. 1. 457.— Parts, p. 22. 1. 466.— E 
i> 1. 466.— His pedigree, p. 21. I. 467.— Gifts, ib. 1. i 
Learaiug, p. 83. 1. 629 -Compared with Hudibr«s, p. i 
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634v-Reply to hig speech gn bear-bartitiir, p. »1 L 80fi>-Tbe 

coofersaiioa cootiniied and applied lo synods, to p. S4. I. 
9l6.„Eugages Colon, p. 57. 1, 826.— Relieves Hudibras from 
Crowdero, p. 60. 1. 931. -^Defeats C'rowdero, ib. 1. aso.^ 
8p«ech to the vanquished, ib, L 95.5.— To Hudibras thereon, 
p. 61. 1. 983.- More, p. 62. 1. 1033,— Bears Crowdero 's fiddle 
and case in iriuoiph, p. 64. 1. 1 120.— His enj^agement with 
Cerdon, p. 79. 1. 5il.— Vresses to the reliff of Hudibraa, p. 80. 
\. S61.— Encouragf^ him, ib. 1. 565.— Recoyers hia lost arms, 
p. 81. 1. 611.— Misfortune in-renjounting, ib. 1. 919, — Answer 
to Hudibras 's harangue on his supposed rictory JP. 84. 1. 74% 
—Led in Triumph by TruHa, p. 89. 1. 961.— Put in the 
stocks, p. 90. 1. 1 001, —Reply to Hudibras 's consolatory 
speech, p. 92. 1. 1057.— The conversation continued on pres- 
bytery, synods, presbyters, lay -elders, &c. to p. loa 1. 1382. 
—Opinion on Hudibras's oath made to his mistress, debat- 
ed, from p, 127. J. 9a. to p. 137. 1. 541.— Judges him to be 
whipped by proxy, p. 1S5. 1. 437.—l3madeproiy himself, ib. 
p. 441.— The debate of it on refusal, continued lo p. 138. 1. 
&G0-— Adventure of the riding, ib. 1. 565.— Dissents from 
Hudibras's opinion of it, p. 141. 1. 695.— Advauce^ to attack 
the leader, p^ 143. i. 753.-19 attacked himself, p. 144. 1. 821. 
— rues the field, ib. I. 833.— Advises Hudibras to consult 
Sidrophel (the cunning' man,) p. 149. K 105.— Convinces him 
of its lawfulness, p. 149. 1. 129. to p. 151. 1. 188.— Sent for a 
constable to appreheud Sidrophel, p. 173, 1. 1015.— Resolvea 
instead of it to discover his prevarication to bis mistress, p. 
184. 1. 99.— Goes to her house and eflTects it, p. 185. I. 145. — 
Dialogue with him (as a spirit) on his past conduct, &c. 
from p. 216. 1. 1400. to p. 220. 1. 1556.— Carries him ofT, p. 221. 
It 1571.— Dialogue between him and Hudibras on his disco- 
very of each other, p. !ffi8, 1. 107.— Advises hUn to sue her 
promise, p. 275. 1. 395. „ 

*^ Page Line 

Ravens, birds of evil omen 165 707 

Retreat, the advantages of it 81 607 

Riding, the adventure of it . . . . . 118 56S 

Compared to a Roman triumph . . . , 189 591 

Historical mistake of the latter rectified , . ib. 596 

Pomp and cavalcade of a riding described . - ib. 605 

Rings useless in matrimony . - . - ,'-^0 804 

Rump, ib. I. 271.— Sir A. A. C an independent, or latitudma- 

rian member, his character, p. 232. f. 351.-- a presby- 

teriau mt-mber, his character, p. 233. 1. 491.— The latter's 
speech, p. 23.5. 1. 49.^— The former's, by way of answer, p. 
248. I. 999.— Contain the disputes between both parties, their 
hypocrisy, practices, politics, &c. from p 235. 1. 495. to p. 
260. 1. 1496— Rump burnt in efilgy, p. 260. 1. 1505.— Mytho- 
logy of it, p. 262. 1. 1.577. 
Running, the advantage and conduct of it . . 271 248 

At least lalf the victory Kf^ ^ 

Gets the whole, . . ., . . . • ib. 289 
SAINTS, their property, p. 62, I. 1010.— May swear and for- 
swear occasionally, p. 127. 1. IM.— Examples of it, p. 128. 1. 
141.— Exempted from the obligation of oaths by privilege, 
p. 129. I. 201.— Their privilege universal, p. 149. 1. 130.— No 
sin in them to cheat the dcTil, ib. 1. 135.— Are his betten 
every way, p. 218. 1. 1471. 
Salvation mechanically obtained , . . .219 14M 

Self not meant in self-denial 135 459 

Spheres, their music not heard, why . . .116 617 
Sieve and shears turn as certain . . . . 161 S69 
Stars, astrological queries and answers conceruiDg them, p. 
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Paffe Line 
M7. L 817.— How ill VMi In oalealatioiu, p. 171. T 98a.-- 
AJbmaed in lore •!»», p. 18K i. IS. 
State Monen, prognosticators of changes • *^iB8 411 
Sectarieg, their birth and parentage, p. 2iSt. 1.7.— Theirnatu> 
taral coastitmioD, p. 823. 1. 21.— Their politics, lb. 1. St.— 
Their rule of faith, p. 890. L 1445. 

Souk doubtful security 186 806 

Prisoners on parole 187 319 

Stocks described 84 11S8 

Swords ^nH ti*f th compared 42 261 

^^'i..;^;::i> '■" -i'MT.iig 78 4H3 

Syrnpiithctic lujse.i 17 281 

SidropheU p. M9. 1. 105.— His qualifications, ib. 1. 107.— 
iiJtudies, p. 152. U 205.— Advances therein, ib. 1.209.— Boast 
ed knowledge, ib. I. 223.— Familiarity with the moon, p. 
153. 1. 239.— With the empire, &c. of the spheres, ib. 1.253. 
—A remarkable iHiitrument of his invenuon, ib. I. ^61.— 
Another^ p. 154. 1. 277.— SkiH in occult sciences, lb. t. 281. — 
In nature, ib. 1. mj.— His Zany, p. 165. I. 325.— See Wha- 
clium.- tJi3 obdtTvatory, p, 157. 1. 403.— Skill in observa- 
tion, ib. I. 413. — On the phenomenon of a paper-kite and 
lantern, ib. I. 425.— His instructions to Whachum on Hudi- 
bra^^s coming to bim, p. 159. 1. 4Si>— Juggle with on his er- 
rand, p. ICO, 1. 519.— Artful return to Hud i bras 'scompU- 
tnent, io. 1. 549. — Tells him the occaj^iou ot his coming, p. 
161. 1. 557 .-^Defends astrology, its professors, practice^j, &c. 
from p. 161. 1. 575. to p. 172. 1. 998. — Arms, auu attacks bim, 
p. 174. 1. 1041,— Is disarmed, defeated, aud plundered, ib. 1. 
1057.— I'ol icy in escaping, p. 175. 1. 1107, 
Synods, compared to bear-gardens .... 93 1095 

To the inquisition 9i 1149 

A comraouwealth of popery ..... 56 1203 

Synod - m en, their char acie rustic .... 99 1309 

TALGOL (the butcher,) p. 43. 1. 290.— Hia reply to Hudibraa 

on thebear-baitiug, p. 54. I. 684. — Defence of his attack, p. 

56. 1. 786.— Dismounts him, p. 58. 1. dtil.— la wounded, p. 78. 

1. 535.— Aasisuin Trulla'slrJutnph. p. 89. 1. 966. 

Taliacotius's sympathetic noses . . . . 17 281 

Teeth and swords compared 42 261 

Trance described 210 1127 

Trimming approved . , 255 1291 

Trulla (the tinker's wench,) p. 45. 1. 365.— Her resolution, ib, 
1. 869.— Assists in the bear's relief, p. 68. I. 97,— Her light- 
ness, ib. I, 101.— Speech to Cerdon on the relief of the bear, 
ib. I. 110.— Roman tic care of him, p. 70. I. 155.— Defeats 
Hudibraa. p. 85. 1. 783.— Harangue to him thereon ib. 1. 785. 
—Reply to hia answer, p. 86. 1. b!4.— Re-attacks and deteats 
him, lb. 1. 823.— Insults him. p. 87. I. 855.— Reply to his an- 
swer, ib. I. 885.— Answer to his reply, p. 88. 1. 905.— Gives 
him her mantle (a modern example applied^) ib. 1- 919.— 
Protects him from the fury of the rest, p- 89- I. 929.— He - 
solves to exchange him for Crowdcro, p. 88. 1.913. p. 89. I. 
950.— Her resomiiou approved of, ib. 1. y53.— Triumphs over 
him aud Ralplio p. 90. 1. 9<;9.— 'I'he manner of it. ib. 1. 975, 
—Puts both in the stocks, ib. 1, 1000, 
Trusts broken, not so desperate in trial as a neck 114 S(W 
VALOUR, active and passive distinguished . . 91 lo*^ 
Best trial of valour in soldiers . . . .107 249 
The effects of too much, or too little . . .208 106S 
Virtue and grace too near akin to be coupled . . 218 12^ 

W AG KRS, fools' arguments 108 2»8 

Wedlock Without love compared . . , . 1Q9 SSi 
Properly compared 1I« 64g 
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Whachanm, SidrophcPe Zany, or journeyman, his qualifica- 
tions, p. }55. I. 323.— Employment in the conjuring- trade, 
ib. I. sag.— ak ill in poetr>-, ib. 358. —Encomium on it, p. 156, 
1. 384.— Receives Hudbiraa and pumps Ralpho, p. 159 I. 
494.^Jucrele8 with Sidrophel on Hudibras's errand, p, 160. 
L 522.— Assists Sidrophel to attack him, p. 174, 1, 1055.— 
Throws down hia arms, and is wounded, ib. I. 1063. 

Whipping-, )t3 praises, p. 121, 1, 811. to 816.— Use, &c, in love, 
p. 122. f. 815.— Examples of it, p. 123. 1. 875. 

Whipping-post described, p. 65. L 1150.— The honour and 
privileges of its tenants, p. 121, 1. 797 to 824. 

Widow, {Hudibras's mistress,) her qualities, p. 74.1. 321.— 
Behaviour on the news of his being in the slocks, p, 103. 1. 
81,— Expostulation on the sight of him there, p, 104, 1, 128, 
-Answer to his first address to Uer, p. 105. 1. 153.— The con- 
versation continued on the fortune of war, pain, honour 
Yalour, love, and whippinf , to p. 123. 1. 895.— Answer to hia 
address lo her on assurance of having perforrned hia oath, 
p. 186. i. 187.— The dialogue thereon continued, to p. 208. 1, 
1053.— Answer to his clanning her promise of marriage, p. 
195. L 545.— The management and comforts of it debated, to 
p. 205. 1. 93G.— Concluded by her with its true motives, ib. I- 
937,— Answer to his epjstle,p, 294. 

Women, their zeal, &c. celebrated, p. 143. 1, 775.— Passion 
for precedence, p. 186. 1. 169.— Arts in amour, p. 289. 1. 173* 
—Power over mankind, p. 290. 1. 191,— Out of complaisance 
I to them ib. 1. 199.— Men as much made for them, as thev 
for men, p. 300. L 239.— The advantages on the woman's 
side, ib. I. 241.— Influence over the men— in politics, p. 301 . 
1, 253.— In church affairs, p. 302. 1. 299.— In trade, ib. I. 303. 
—In magistracy, ib. I. 307.— In war, ib. K 311.— In promo- 
tions, p. 303- l.3]S,— In estates, ib. 1. 321.— In heirstothem, 
ib. 1. 325,- Worse for iU usage, ib. I. S33^Men their foolsm 
the play, ib- 1. 343. 
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